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The Love of God

By John Eastman

and complete God’s love is for usgeverything physical for their relationshiy
and how we need to break awayvith God. Certainly these Christians wre

from the physical things of this Earth intled with the physical things of this worlg
order to really know God and understandvery day of their lives, but at the end
His love for us. My goal is to give theeach heroic story they gave it all up fq
reader the vision to see God's awesom@od. What was it they found in God an
love for us and realize that God is moreowhere else in this physical world? Jo
important than every physical thing thatvho was put through trials of every sor|
exists. lost everything he owned, endured ¢

Sometimes we make the physical lifenanner of sickness, was attacked by |
the most important thing. In fact, the entirevife and friends, simply summarized th
physical life from birth to death is none‘whole of his existence” in Job 13:15
other than growth and preparation toward®#\Ithough You slay me, I'll always hope|
life ever after with God, and within God,in You.” Another example is in Rev 12:11
for all eternity. Someday physical life asvhere the Bible says those who overcar
we know it will not exist, and our chal-the physical things of the world “did no
lenge as Christians is to realize that thieve their lives to death”.
physical life is just a temporary bridge to How did Job and these Christians
cross over and fulfill our destiny as theRevelation have such a fervent love f
spiritual children of God Almighty. God when faced with their own person
Someday we will pass from a physicatrials of death? What motivated them {
existence to a spiritual realm where life isee beyond their own physical existen
eternal and filled with God’s love.

There are so many examples in the

This is an article about how greaBible of men and women who gave u

Continued on page 42
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The 40-page Eternal Judgment
appendices are finished but have yet
to be proofread and printed. In order
not to delay this issue any further,
Shelter in the Word and the Eternal
Judgment appendices will be includ-
ed with the next issue.
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Letters and Responses
Small Groups and Evangelism
The Rest of the Story
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Feast of Tabernacles
Sites 2000

Feast sites are listed in this issue
which welcome non-aligned
Sabbatarians. Please let Feast
sponsors know now where you are

Are We Living in
the “Last Days”?

planning to attend! It is very difficult
to plan a Feast when the number of
people attending is unknown. Time
and money are wasted if attendance
estimates are too high. Facilities
become too crowded if estimates are
too low. If you are not sure yet, it is
better to notify the site you are most
likely to attend, then change your
mind later if necessary.

Full list starts on page 16

King James Bible—mostly in the Old Testament. According to the Bible,

when are these days? Are they the last few years before Christ returns?
Are they some specifically prophesied dates? Or could they refer to multiple
events occurring after the “last days ” prophecy was uttered?

It is easy to say: “Our world is a terrible place. These ‘last days’ prophecies must
apply to us right now.” But do the many Bible preachers who teach it, or the mil-
lions of Christians who believe it, make it true? The first time I, Norman Edwards,
met a WCG minister, was in 1971 when | was 14—my older brother was applying
to Ambassador College. | remember the minister telling us that we were living in
the “last days” and that our world was going to collapse in only a few years. He

The expressions “last days” and “latter days” are found 19 times in the

Continued on page 34
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The Trucker’s Bible Study is conducted weekly at the Texaco truck stop on |-70, Oak Grove,
Missouri, by Arlo Gieselman, often assisted by Lenny Cacchio, the writer of this series.

February 27, 2000:

Maybe my age is showing, as I'm having trouble remembering eve
thing that happened today. | will tell you that we ran into all kinds
people, and | wish there had been more time to talk to one fellow.
had a colorful background to say the least, which included associati
with the Hell's Angels, drug-running both in the US and internationg
ly, and illegal production of controlled substances, not to mention p
sonal abuse of such substances. He mentioned some of the typd
people with whom he used to associate, and many of them were pe|
trators of some nasty crimes. He was also an enforcer for the team;
union, and he was not anxious to discuss some of the things he wa
volved in there. For ten years he has been clean due to an associ
with Alcoholics Anonymous, and through them also developed an
terest in seeking the help of a higher power.

He desires now to be baptized, and we have access to a facility on ra
short notice through the Church of God Seventh Day, where Arlo atten
However, we needed several hours lead-time and the trucker wasn't
to wait that long. From what | can tell from the scriptures, there would
nothing wrong with baptizing someone who is seeking that ordinance e
on such short notice as long as they understand the seriousness of the

In light of the trucker’'s desire to be baptized, we spent some tif
reviewing Romans 6 and the meaning behind one’s baptism in a wal
grave and the symbolic resurrection to a newness of life. He seemed {
quite taken with verses 11-14:

“In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God
Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that
obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as inst
ments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those
have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body
him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your mag
because you are not under law, but under grace.”

| found his reactions to certain topics quite enlightening. When talki
about substance abuse, he would nearly come out of his chair with €
gy, so adamant was he about the evils of such. If | understood him
rectly, he speaks on occasion to Alcoholics Anonymous and stron
supports a zero tolerance policy toward all such substances, inclug
alcohol and tobacco. This is from someone who lived it and profited frg
it. His demeanor brought to mind a recent taped sermon that theor
about the personality of the end-time Elijah. Here was a tough-mind
plain spoken, motorcycling, leather-clad individual who would tell
straight without compromise and without regard to who was listening.

We were joined later in the study by a second trucker. | am not at
amazed at the absolute loathing that many have of the goings-or
Washington, nor am | surprised at the level of concern that many h
regarding the future of this country. The future of the nation and the s
out of American national security interests is nothing to take lightly. Th
we used as a springboard to remind the truckers (or perhaps tell then
the first time) that Jesus Christ is coming back to take over the gove
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News from

2 JJocal

Congvegutions

This column includes information sent to us from a variety of groups. Servants’ News does not necessarily agree with the teachings or practices of these

groups. Please ask about them before attending their functions.

part in encouraging my brethren.”
In the future Mr. Ruth hopes to hirg
more researchers for the web site. Ne
to Expand Web Site tentative sections will be offieaching
Children the Bible Music God's Holy
Barnabas Ministries (website atDays female Christians and the issueg
www.biblestudy.org) announced in March they face (to be titledThe Virtuous
that it has hired several people to réAomal), Bible Health Principlesand a
search and collect materials on the Irsection with popular church study aid
ternet. These materials will expand th&anslated into foreign languages.
Web site and enhance its ability to The Bible Study Web site at
serve and preach the gospel to theww.biblestudy.org was created in 199
world. and has become the largest church
Five people, four who are in theGod related site on the Internet. Mor
church of God and one who is a friend athan 15,000 people from around th
Webmaster Alan Ruth, have begunvorld visit it monthly. It currently hous-
research on three different topics. Mres more than 200 articles and 150 aud
Ruth’s friend and June Narber Harrisomessages/sermons from close to 1
have been gathering data for a new sechurch of God writers and speakers
tion on the Creation vs. Evolution arguSpecialized sections includ&od’s

Barnabas Ministries
Hires Church Brethren

ment. Janet Treadway and Lorrain&abbath Bible Maps The Passover
“Toni” Ellis are assembling audio andHumor and references to useful we
written information about home school-ssites. The site also hosts sections wi

Send Us Your News!

Believe it or not, publication
editors are not people who
automatically “know what’s going
on”. The only way we know about
significant events is by somebody
telling us, by reading a
publication or by asking various
groups what they are planning.
We simply do not have time to
contact numerous groups before
each issue to get their current
news. We receive a lot of
publications, but cannot read all
of them. Many groups do not have
a publication.

The most effective way for us
to provide timely news is for you
to send an announcement 2 to 3
months before a special event
takes place, or send a report a
week or so after it occurs. Thank
you very much for your help.

ing. Calvin Lashway is collecting uplift- articles fromYour Choice Magazinend
ing, encouraging and inspiring material§&iving & Sharing
for a section that will be calleGod's To help with this ministry, contact

or directions.
Also, so we can know how many to
Comfort Church of God brethren fromBarnabas Ministries, PO Box 3393prepare for, please call toll free, 877-

other groups and fellowships will addi-Farmington Hills, Ml 48333, USA; 643-9802, e-maisfpastor@juno.com.

tionally create or collect needed aids foe-mail: webmaster@BibleStudy.org.
the site.

These researchers responded to an ad
sent by Barnabas Ministries to various
church of God e-mail forums and one
placed on Ron Dart€EM and Friends

Huntsville Alabama
Picnic

for 70 hours of work.
“I've known for a long time that the friends around théduntsville Alaba-

‘unordained’ have a tremendously widena area!

variety of untapped talents and abili-

Milton Church of God

Milton Church of God held its first

meeting on the First Day of Unleav-
forum. Each person hired is paid $50@¢ttention all former and current World-ened Bread, with 20 in attendance. This
wide Church of God members ands an interactive fellowship, open to any
who are interested in studying the Bible
with us. We will be meeting at 1:30 pm
Friendship Picnic: Sunday, June 25 on the 1st and 3rd Sabbaths of the

ties,” Mr. Ruth stated. “Our belief in aat Monte Sano State Parkust East of month.

stifling, hierarchical church governmentHuntsville off HWY 431 South.

The location is the

a dynamic, active participation in thel:00 pm. Volleyball, softball, fellowship WA 98354.

gospel. It's exciting to see fellowand fun—absolutely no preaching
Christians discover, broaden and corallowed! Come and renew old friend-

tribute their God-given gifts to serveships!
others. | am thankful to be able to play a Call Clyde Thompson for more info

Mar/Apr 2000

— Dan and Paula VanderPoel
253-826-0953

e-mail: dpvanderpoel@wa. freei.net
shawnfoster@worldnet.att.net
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Churches of God that it was Saturday. Independent Church of God-Lexington.
Conference 2000 The Attorney General began hidor more information contact James
investigation after at least 6 complaint$lickes; 473 Lakeshore Dr; Lexington,
Don't forget this conference ifulsa, of Sears firing or refusing to hire work-Ky 40502; telephone 606-266-8641.
Oklahoma, July 28, 29 and 3t the ers specifically because their religious
Sheraton Tulsa Hotel; 10918 E 41sbeliefs caused them to refuse Saturday o
Street; Tulsa, OK 74146; telephonevork. This is a clear case of the work of "BUIld]ng the NeXt
918-627-5000. A special lower rate of few being a benefit to all. Please real- ”
$69 plus tax for one to four persons peee that this is not a law requiring Church” Conference
room is available if you mention theemployers give “equal opportunity” toAfter its very successful March
Churches of God Conference 2000 Sabbath-keepers, but a policy change eamomen’s conference, the IBLC is spon-
The conference will be about disthe part of Sears. Nevertheless, Sabbatsering a conference for the whole fam-
cussing the major project of taking thé&keepers having difficulty obtaining workily entitled “Building the Next
gospel of the Kingdom of God to allmay find it helpful to mention this situa-Church”, June 30 through July 2at
nations through respectful cooperatiortion to potential employers. the Omni Park West Hotel in Dallas.
The Tulsa Church of God congregation | think it is important for SabbatariansPeople of all Sabbatarian backgrounds
will coordinate the round table discusio expectfair treatment under the law,are welcome. The purpose of the con-
sion and pay for the conference roomrmot preferential treatment. In this case,ference is to encourage and prepare the
fellowship hour beverages and thé&ears could reasonably accommodate igkklesia for the next millennium and to
Sabbath day lunch. There will not beemployees’ religious preferences. Buéxplore ways in which we can preserve
any other fees except your own personalippose another employer hires parthe best values of our legacy.
travel, room and meal expense. time people specifically to work week- Speakers will include: Dixon
If you would like to attend the con-end jobs. A Sabbatarian might want t&€artwright, George Crow, Ronald Dart,
ference or would like to present an ideaork only Sundays (and only be paid foDavid Havir, John Merritt, Melodee
on Friday evening for later discussionthe time he works). However, it may beéOverton,  Alan  Ruth,  Rodger
please request the appropriate formmuch more difficult for the employer toSandsmark, Linda White, Wes White
from the Tulsa Church of God; PO Boxhire other people to work “Saturdayand Ray Wooten. Topics will include:
54621; Tulsa, Oklahoma 74155-0621¢nly” and then to train two instead ofthe church as family; toxic vs. healthy

telephone 918-622-3448. one. | see nothing wrong with thegroups; the Church of God mind-set; fic-
| have made arrangements to atteneimployer preferring to hire people whdion vs historical reality; what the church

this conference. | do not know whatwill work both days. is supposed to do; a realistic perspective

Christ will do at this conference, but He — Norman Edwards on church growth; personal evangelism;

certainly must like to see brethren of dif- the role of women in the next church;

ferent backgrounds coming together in . conflict resolution for church groups;

an effort to serve Him better. HWA Web Site Info the coming cyberchurch; and the need

— Norman Edwards for sharing information.

PreviousServants’ Newsrticles have  Seminars begin at 7:00 pm on Friday,
mentioned the apparent loss of dune 30 and end at 12:30 pm on Sunday.
Sears Makes Deal for popular web site for old HWA andSeparate children’s and teens’ educa-
: WCG writings in “PDF” format. An- tional programs are planned for the
Sabbatarians other site, while not using PDF files,Sabbath—the parents and children being
Rather than face a costly lawsuit, SearBas numerous old out-of-print booklet¢ogether for worship and meals. An out-
Roebuck & Co worked out a comproin HTML format. The address ising to Six Flags Over Texas is planned

mise offer with New York Attorney http://home.sprynet.com/~pabco/index.htm for those interested on Sunday after-
General Eliot Spitzer to allow appli- — Michael F. Wilson noon.

ance repair workers to work Sundays Lodging at thedDmni Park West will
instead of Saturdays. “People should . cost $69 per room per night for up to
not be forced to choose between their Ronald Dart 1in four people. It is located at 1590 LBJ
faith and supporting their family,” : Freeway, Dallas, Texas (take exit 28
Spitzer said on Tuesday, April 4 Lexmgton, Ky south at Luna Rd). To get this $69 rate,

(according to the Associated Press). On the Sabbath of June 17th, Ronalchention the “IBLC Building the Next

In addition to changing its policy, Dart will conduct a question andChurch” event when you call them at
Sears agreed to pay $120,000 towamhswer session at 10:30 am, followe872-869-4300 before June. The Omni
training scholarships for Sabbath-keemy a buffet lunch, an inspirational key-has a heated pool, children’s toy check-
ers, $225,000 toward education proboard presentation by Dr. Larryout, and many other family facilities.
grams, and $100,000 to pay for th&eenan, and a message from Ron DaRRooms have small refrigerators.
Attorney General’s investigation. The meetings will be held at the You can complete the following form

The Attorney General found thatHoliday Inn South, 5532 Athens/for attending the conference, which
Sears’ busiest repair day wa®oonsesboro Rd (exit 104 off I-75).should be sent to the address shown at
Tuesday, even though Sears claimethe meeting is sponsored by théhe end.
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IBLC Conference Form:

Name:
Names of spouse or other adults rooming
with you:

Names of children 3-11 attending:

Names of youth 12-17:

Address:

City:
State/Zip:
Home phone:
E-mail:

Are you interested in a July 2 group outing
to Six Flags? Yes___ No____

Fees for those staying at the Omni:
_ adults 18 & up x $60 =
____children 3-11 x $25 =
____youth 12-17 x $45 =

____ € People total. Cost >

The above conference fees include
admission, all materials and breakfast, lunch
and dinner on Sabbath, July 1. Children

Church of God Member Survey

One of the things that the COGs have lacked over the years is good self
sis. Most of the time, neither members nor ministers have had a firm gr,
what the average member expected from their church as an organization
their Sabbath services. In 1978, the WCG did engage SR, a large nation
sulting firm to survey members, but that information was never shared wi
membership and to my knowledge was never applied in any fashion. A
guent survey was done in the 90s, and it supposedly did have some im
the guys the Pasadena administration. A third one was conducted in 199
As part of the upcoming IBLC Conference “Building the Next Church
would like to ask those interested to participate in this little survey. | have a
received 60 responses, but several hundred would be better. Please feel fr
your friends to participate. | would appreciate your honest responses al
share the results with you at a later date. All surveys will be kept confider
you do not even need to give your name.
Thanks,
— Linda H. White; 4021 Randall Lane, Carrollton, TX 750

Which of these factors do you consider important in a church? Please rar]
each one from 1 to 20, with 1 being most important and 20 being least impg
tant. Comparing 20 items to each other can be a difficult task. If it helps, firs
the 20 items and place a check in one of the five columns at the left of eac
rating them in one of the five categories, most important through least imp
After that, rank all of your “most important items” (if you have five such ite
they will be 1 through 5), then all of your “fairly important items” (if you h
four, 6-9), then rank the other three columns one at a time. The last numt
write should be “20".

But the only results necessary are the final rank, 1-20. If you do not have
to copy the survey, multiple people can submit it by simply writing the iten
ters (A—T) on a piece of paper and putting the ranking numbers (1-20) afte

© rite numbers 1-20, ranking items by importance

under 3 can eat free off their parents’ plates.

Conference fees for those not staying at
the Omni:

_ adults 18 & up x $75 =
____children/youth x $50 =

__ € People total. Cost >

The above conference fees include
admission, and dinner only on Sabbath.

Please send your completed form ar
a check or money order for your confer
ence fees to IBLC, 4021 Randall Lane
Carrollton TX 75007. For more infor-
mation, call 877-444-IBLC or 972-492-
3305 or e-mailnfo@iblc.org.

| intend to bring my family to this
conference and hope to see some of y
there. | think it is important that non-
aligned believers work together—realiz
ing that they will not agree on

how many friends you know who attend that church

the theological beliefs and doctrines of the church

affiliation with a corporate COG

how much you like the pastor

the quality of the sermons that are preached

the length of the sermons

how much the people seem to care about each other
interactive Bible studies

a participative worship service in which people are free to
present music, share news, or make prayer requests

how friendly the people in the church are to visitors

how much the church is involved in helping poor and disad-
vantaged people

the quality of programs and classes for children and youth
the convenience of the times of Sabbath services

an ongoing evangelistic program to reach people in your
community or area

the quality of the music in the service

the type of music in the service

the amount of music included in the service

how far the church is located from your home

how clean and comfortable the meeting facility is

how much the group emphasizes tithing and money

w
A
B.
C.
D
E
F.
G
H
L

“

==r

H0wO VO

everything until our Savior returns.
— Norman Edwards

Other factor(s) important to you:
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Seventh Annual — Les Buford; 351 Chalmers The Bishops’ Bible and the Geneva
Southern House Church Mountain Rd; Walhalla, SC 29691, 864Bible were independent revisions of the
638-9306; e-mail: 1buford@innova.net; Great Bible, which, in turn, was a revi-

Conference websitemwww. geocities. con/dantrotter sion of the Thomas Matthew Bible.
Although William Tyndale completed
Steve Atkerson, Les Buford, Dan . . the New Testament translation, he only
Trotter, the New Testament RestoratiorBoston Sabbath Invitation! completed the Pentateuch and Jonah of
Foundation andrhe New Reformation the Old Testament. Later, his completed

Reviewwebsite invite you to considerYou are warmly invited to sharework was combined with his unfinished
attending our conference this year. Ousabbath with brethren from the Newmanuscripts of Joshua through 2
theme for the 2000 conference is houdengland area on July 8th, 2000. Ou€hronicles to produce the Thomas
church reproduction. The conference guest speaker will be Norm EdwarddMatthew Bible. It is my understanding
will be held from from 6 pm Friday July from Servant's News that neither the Bishops’ Bible nor the
28th to 2 pm Sunday 30th@glethorpe Services will begin at 10:30 a.m. andseneva Bible could have been created
College, Atlanta, Georgia Our keynote a Bible Study will begin at 1:30 p.m.without the work of Tyndale as a base.
speaker, Dick Scoggins is the Norm will be speaking on “What Is the So, essentially the 1611 KJV was a
Extension  Coordinator of theEternal Doing Among Us Now?” in therevision of a revision of a revision of a
Fellowship of Church Planting Teamsmorning and will lead the interactiveversion of Tyndale’s work.
headquartered in Rhode Island, USABible study in the afternoon. Lunch will | have undertaken the task of produc-
Dick and his fellow laborers are responbe provided. ing a new version of the Bible from the
sible for starting about two dozen Services will be held at the ArlingtonTyndale/King James family. The major
churches in the New England area, anlks Lodge at 56 Pond Lane in Arlingtongoal is to bring it into a more contempo-
have started churches all over the worldlA (25 minutes west of Boston).rary English. The KJV and even the
including closed Arab countries, and irEveryone is invited to the Rudd’s inNKJV still use words and expressions
England, where Dick now resides. Somerville for dinner after services. and sayings that are very difficult for
Our seminar speakers include: house The Edwards family will be here formany people to relate to or even under-
church planters who have ministered ithe entire weekend, so if you can’t makstand in some cases.
Holland, Spain, South America, andt for services or Bible study, join us for | agree that it is a major undertaking.
Africa; two speakers who will have justa picnic on George’s Island in BostorHowever, | have been compelled to do it.
returned from ministering to major lead-Harbor ww.bostonislands.com/home.html) on While the NIV, NRSV and others
ers of the underground house church i8unday, July 9th. The Tall Shipsmake for ease of reading, they often do
China; a brother who is so consume(hws.sailboston.com) will be sailing into not speak with the force and authority
with starting house churches that h8oston that day, so it should be fun. that we know is in the Scriptures.

gave up a full time pastorate to wash For more information, contact: Translation mistakes of the KJV have
windows in order to be free to plant —James & Jean Rudd, 617-776-454keen carried over into these translations
house churches; speakers from Spain, http://www.crosswinds.net/~jarudd/norm while correct KJV passages have some-
England, California, Texas, North times been changed or softened.
Carolina, Rhode Island, Virginia, . Even with the accuracy prevalent in
Florida, South Carolina, and Georgia. Help Proofread a B]ble the KJV or NKJV, we both know that
Among these speakers you will find a Version these translations are far from perfect
dentist, small business owners, a high though the inspired word of God is flaw-

school teacher, an ex-mayor, authors, Many people believe that the “Kingless. Is the translation that | am working
college professor, as well as fulltimeJames Version” of the Bible was theon perfect? or will it be? Not likely.
church planters—people from many diffirst translation of the Bible into However, are not there a few places in
ferent walks of life with a common English, but that is far from the truth. Itthe KJV where you know that you could
vision of Jesus Christ and Jesus’ churcis called a “version” because it wasmprove the understanding?
They’re doing it, not just talking about ittaken largely from other English trans- [How Does the Eternal Govern
The conference costs $80 per persdations, it was not a completely freshiThrough Humans notes numerous
if you sign up before Friday, July 7.translation in itself. places where the King James contains
2000, $90 per person afterward. This The KJV ‘compilers’ used a combi-erroneous translations of government-
includes a dormitory room and mealsnation of the Bishops’' Bible (1568),related words. — NSE]
(If you do not need to stay or eat at th@yndale's work, the Thomas Matthew | am very familiar with the KJV. |
college, other arrangements can bBible (1537), the Geneva Bible (1560grew up on it. However, it took me twice
made.) Make checks out t8outhern and the Great Bible (1539) as the bagke time to read it through as did the NIV
House Church Conferencé/epromise for the KJV. | believe the predominantor the RSV. | know many readers that
we won't take up an offering. Pleaseule was: follow the Bishops’ Bible use the NIV or others because they are
send your registration as soon as possinless the Hebrew or Greek was in cle@o easy to read. Are they getting the best
ble, a confirmation will be mailed. Fordisagreement and use other versiongnslation? | don't think so.
much more information check the welbnly where they provided a clearly supe- | have been working from the KJV as
site or contact: rior reading. a base. However, | am going through it
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verse by verse, line by line. “Ye” translators used. | would never removéon before any distribution takes place.
“thou”, “thy”, “thine”, “comest”, (such as Moffatt) or alter (such as NIV) — Rabon Vincent; 324 W Albion St;
“goest”, “hast”, “hadst”, etc. are allto fit my ideas. Maybe no one willAvilla, IN 46710; 219-897-4148;
being modernized. This part of the proaccept my translation because | am noteamail: rvincent@americansilicones.com
ject is not at all difficult. | have an excel-linguist. If that happens, so be it. But |
lent knowledge of the moderndo believe that | have a desire to be com- [Bible translation suffers from three
equivalents of these words. Not everypletely faithful to God’s word. major problems: 1) Theological bias on
one does. | think this alone helps many | have a substantial portion of thethe part of the translators—this is espe-
readers more clearly understand a paBible completed and (if God is willing) cially true when a translation is spon-
sage. Even the NKJV leaves manyt will be ready for loose-leaf distribu- sored by some Church group with a
many words un-modernized. Other KJMion very soon. | am working with two pre-defined creed, 2) Translators that
words are a little more difficult andpublishers for means of distribution.do not fully believe in God—they tend
require a little more effort, i.e. “staves”,One will be a CD-ROM version whileto minimize the supernatural, and 3)
“knops”, “lavers”, “emerods”, etc. To the other will be traditionally bound. Nolack of technical language skills. In
make sure that | get the most accurateyalties will be collected by me (ormost cases, those who have the best
contemporary word in every case, | havanyone else) in either of these distribuechnical skills have spent the most
been working with two Greek andtion modes. It will be a free translation.years in either religious or secular
Hebrew dictionaries, clear copies of While my family has been readingschooling and are most likely to have
both the MT and RT (with Strong'sdiligently for clarity and spell checking, problems 1 and 2. The fact that Rabon
numbers attached), numerous translawould appreciate additional help. | aml) believes in God, 2) is not writing to
tions and a great deal of commentary. looking for people willing to read por- please any organization and 3) is will-
On the more difficult passages | havéions and to help make sure that thing to let his translation be freely
only modernized the language, unlessttanslation is as free of careless mistakepread makes it valuable. | hope people
believe that | have a clear understandings possible. This will also allow forwho can help him will volunteer —
that may be better than what the KJ\8ome up-front criticism of the transla-NSE.]

Understanding Daniel 2

By Jim Sorenson (with some editing by Norman Edwards)

of Nebuchadnezzar, the king ofwas going to be established by God amtbmmon understanding of Daniel 2. One
Babylon, who was responsibleit would never be destroyed. is in the translation of the wordra
for the captivity of the Jewish people Thisis, in fact, the history of the west{Strong’s #772). This word is the
for 70 years. It is a dream, prophetic oérn world. The kingdom of gold, Chaldean equivalent of the Hebrew word
future events, given by God to NebNebuchadnezzar's Babylon, was in facrets(Strong’s #776) which is translated
uchadnezzar, but it required a man dbken by the dual kingdom of the MedeSearth” 712 times in the KJV, but as
God to interpret it to him. This dreamand Persians, which (represented by ttitand” 1,543 times. About half those
was then explained by Daniel. silver and the two arms). The Persiatimes, it meansthe land of Israel'. Yet
The dream consisted of a statue, thempire was later taken from Greece by Daniel 2:35, 39 it is translated abé
head was of gold, breast and arms of siklexander the Great, who is representegharth”. Thus, in common interpretation,
ver, belly and thighs of brass, legs oby the brass. Then finally Rome, the ironwe have four “world-ruling” empires:
iron and feet part of iron and part of claycame on the scene and took over and sub-+ The 1st kingdom, the head of

Daniel 2 is the account of a dreandestroyed by God and another kingdom There are other alternatives to the

Then a stone smashed the image on thaed the “brass” empire of the Greeks. gold, was Babylon.

feet and destroyed it. After that the stone The common teaching is that there ¢« The 2nd kingdom, the silver,

became a great mountain. were to be only four world-ruling was the Medes and the Persians.
Daniel explained most of the dreamempires in the history of the world and + The 3rd kingdom, the brass, was

He tells Nebuchadnezzar that he and the the end time the iron empire will be the Greek Empire.

Babylonian kingdom were the head ofevived in the form of ten nations from e« The 4th kingdom, the iron, was

gold. His kingdom was going to end andturope who will form the ten toes of and is the Roman Empire.

be replaced by another kingdom of siliron and clay. In the time of these ten Did the translators pick the right word
ver that would be inferior to his. Thatkingdoms, God will destroy them anchere? These kingdoms did not rule “the
would be replaced by a third kingdom oet up the Kingdom of God. whole world”. If you have any doubt, ask
brass which would rule over all the The historical part of this teaching as Chinese person who knows a little bit
earth. This would be followed by afar as it goes is correct. But the undembout his history. We cannot say that
fourth kingdom of iron. Then Daniel standing that explains the iron and clathese millions of people and their exten-
explains that the feet of iron and clayf the ten toes and the setting up of the

and the whole statue were going to bkingdom of God may not be correct. Continued on page 40

Mar/Apr220tp=4osc.:fi=—-—ro»---—-—-——— Page 7



SERVANTS’ NEWS

Why Ambassador Report on

ur last issue mentioned a web-
Osite for theAmbassador Report
Index. That site has now moved
to:
http://absolute.inetworld.net/
birone/arindex.html

the Net?

ning of the peaceful World Tomorrow. But
| have said there are some indications of
the possibility of the final world crisis
beginning early in January, 1972—just a
year and three months from now. Actually
events of the last few days could be lead-

Some complete issues are alreadying into a chain reaction of events that

available on the Internet. The scanning
process takes a while—more issues will
be available as they are scanned:
http://homepage.altavista.com/
AmbassadorReport/files/Home.html

As we mentioned in our last issue

would threaten immediate world war.
Such a war could—except for supernatur-
al intervention by the “unseen Hand from
someplace” probably would—blast all
human life off the earth.

| must tell you, dear friends and Co-

(Jan/Feb 2000, p. 15), the attitude of Workers, these are SERIOUS times, and
Ambassador Repodan be quite nega- it IS far later than people think! | cannot
tive at times, and some of the writing is know what shall have happened between
based on the testimony of one witness.now and the time you will read this let-
But there are many provable facts andter—about a week from now. | will send it
sincere letters from brethren. We know to our Headquarters office in Pasadena,
of precious few cases where someoneCalifornia, and it will be mailed to you
has refuted ahmbassador Repostrti-  from there. Possibly my son, Garner Ted,
cle, showing it to be wrong. The scrip- may add a little to bring events up-to-date
ture says “Do not receive an accusationbefore it is mailed from Pasadena.
against an elder except from two or three  But here is what COULD happen—as
witnesses” (1Tim 5:19). The com-

bined statements of the 71

chute troops, into Jordan. The guerrillas
threaten to kill all Americans, and destroy
all American property in Jordan if the U.S.
intervenes. Of course the principal reason
the U.S. forces have moved up close to
Jordan is to block the U.S.S.R. from mov-
ing in, as well as to be poised for any
emergency. Meanwhile the Israeli forces
are on instant alert as of September 23.

This is a serious world crisis. It could
EXPLODE into a world war at any
moment.

Many people remained in the WCG,
as it promised its members a “place of
safety” during the Great Tribulation. But
when those events did not take place by
the mid-70s, a lot of unrest developed
among the WCG ministry and some of
the student body at Pasadena
Headquarters. Many, many very disturb-
ing doctrinal, policy and organizational
problems had been left to fester for
years. Reports of sexual improprieties
by Garner Ted Armstrong were regular-
ly swept under the carpet—even
by Herbert Armstrong himself.

Ambassador Repoiissues record

hundreds of witnesses agains Ambassador Report became...
“Underground Free Press”
archival copies are still the
(If you know about any refutation most useful source for “on the
spot” reports about what it

was like for those who were

more history of Ambassador disfellowshipped from the WCG

many “elders” in the Worldwide the
Church of God. In nearly all cases
no public refutation has been made

of any Ambassador Repoerticle,
please contac@ervants’ New}
For those interested in a little

Report one has to understand th
conditions in the Worldwide

during its “good old days”

Grumblings about financial
excesses in the forms of extrava-
gant housing and perks, almost
bottomless expense accounts, and
many other such issues were also
ignored by those with the power to
make changes.

Thus, in 1976, a group of cur-
rent and former Ambassador
College students got together and
created the first Ambassador
Review an independent full-length

Church of God in the mid-1970s.

The church once had a book called

1975 in Prophecyand ministers fre- we have been saying for two or three

quently talked about fleeing from the months now. Syria and Iraq could invade

Great Tribulation in 1972 and the return Jordan, Syria could take over the northern

of Christ in 1975. Many members part of Jordan. The Iragis take over the

believedthis was inspired by God. Even central part. King Hussein could be

as late as September 1970, Herbertassassinated any hour now. The Israelis

Armstrong was still writing to the co- would then be compelled to take over the

workers, telling them it was a definite southern portion of Jordan.

possibility: A day or two ago, the United States

| certainly cannot set dates for the fleet in the Mediterranean moved quickly

much talked of “end of the world”—which to the eastern Mediterranean, ready to fly
means end of the present age, and begin- large numbers of Marines, probably para-

Page 8

magazine full of investigative
reports of problems in the church
and college. The contents of the first
issue, published in June 1976, were
hard-hitting and in some cases explo-
sive. While its tone was bitter, it was not
just a “scandal sheet” full of rumor and
innuendo, but an exposé of many serious
problems full of solid documentation.
There were immediate repercussions for
any thought to be involved. The AC
administration literally censored the
magazine from being delivered to stu-
dent mailboxes on campus at first. When
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some students reported this to the U8 the issues were real and fairly welAmbassador Reviewn June 1976
Postal Service (such censorship wagsearched. The WCG leaders continuahcluded a list of 5 evangelists, 3 region-
totally illegal) the administration put inly implied that it was, indeed, just aal directors, 14 pastors, 28 preaching
place “Plan B” which required studentdNational Enquirerstyle publication that elders, 31 local elders, 17 AC faculty
to give written permission for collegedealt in lies and half-truths, and usednembers, 11 television staff employees,
authorities to censor their mail! that as their excuse for never refutin@8 editorial department employees and
Church members were warned to na@nything in its pages. The severa?0 more assorted personnel who had left
evenpeekat the contents of this “dissi-attempts made bgervants’ Newstaff the organization in disgust just since
dent literature” as it was branded. Theto verify Ambassador Repofacts have 1973. The exodus picked up steam from
were told that it was just the lying ranti-shown them to be correct. During thehere, and eventually includechany
ngs of evil people inspired by Satan tonost crucial times of distress in théhousands of regular church members,
attempt to destroy the church. (That, iWCG, including the departure of GTAtoo. (George and Pam Dewey left in late
itself, was probably a lie.) On a moran 1978, the Receivership in 1979 and978—officially marked and disfellow-

truthful note, members were also told shipped in January 1979, two days
that “most people who read before the Receivership was
Ambassador Revieended up leav- imposed.)

ing the church” (meaning the WCG) Many who left the WCG only The exodus did not slow down
The question most members neve jn the “apostasy” days of until several years later, in the early
asked was: did these people leave tl 1980s. By then, most of the people
WCG because of tHesthey read or 1990-95 have ha_d no clue who bothl) had access to disturbing
because ofthe truth of what they that there were big problems information and) were willing to do

read? 3 i i something about it, had already been
in the organization for g ' y
Nevertheless, the WCG was quicl d d s bef h purged. The “grape vine” of informa-
to Wzrn people: “Letfcrt]r? (t:)r|13e dec_tﬁive ecades betore that tiont hl\?ld been mfos”t(ly cut off at the
you by any means; faghat Day wi root. Many new folks were coming
not comeunless the falling away along from the media efforts who just

comes first...” (2Thes 2:3). If membersHWA's lingering divorce proceedingshad no idea of the troubled past.
would have only kept reading, theystarting in 1982,much of what they = On the Ambassador Reportite
would have seen: “and the man of sin iprinted was actual documentation fronghttp://homepage.altavista.com/
revealed, the son of perdition, whmfficial sources such as newspapekmbassadorReport/files/Home.html)
opposes and exalts himself above all thagports, trial transcripts, intra-organizayou can read the nine page introductory
is called God or that is worshiped, sdion memos, and so on. letter that was sent out in early 1976, a
that he sits as God in the temple of God, Thus theAmbassador Repobiecame few months before the publication of the
showing himself that he is God” (2Thedor many the “Underground Free Pressfirst issue, including an open letter to
2:3-4). John Trechak clearly nevewfthose who had roots in the WCG. AndGTA, who was vice-chairman of AC at
claimed to be God—never even startedthe archival copies are still the most usdhe time. It outlines the avowed purpos-
“church”. He was not the “man of sin”ful source for “on the spot” reports aboues of the group of people initially
and this verse clearly did not apply.  what it was like for those who were disinvolved in producing the AR. After
The editorial staff of the first fellowshipped from the WCG during itsthat, you can see the full text and pic-
Ambassador Revielwvad made it clear “good old days”. If you had been a WCQures of the first two magazine-style
that their goal wasiot to destroy the member for many years, you probablyssues from 76 and 77. And then move
institution, but to call for much-neededknow of some member(s) who were diliforward over the years.
reforms. They were, as you can imagingent to serve, then one day were quietly It is not a pretty picture that you will
totally ignored. It was “business adisfellowshipped. The oldmbassador see, so we are not specifically “recom-
usual” at Pasadena. Reportissues explaisvhyso many were mending” that anyone read it. It can be a
So in 1977, the magazine wadlisfellowshipped, not for sin, but simplybit overwhelming to suddenly take $o
renamedAmbassador Repgrtand an for asking the “wrong questions” ormany unpleasant revelations at once if
even harder-hitting issue was publishedknowing the “wrong things”. one has been mostly shielded from any
This time around, it became more and Many who left the WCG only in the such facts about the folly that went on
more obvious thaho meaningful insti- “apostasy” days of 1990-95 have had nfor so long. However, it may have value
tutional change was to be forthcomingclue that there wereig problems in the for those who honestly want to under-
Publication, in newsletter format ratheorganization for decades before thastand the past so they can avoid repeat-
than magazine style, continued from thathe problems, in their own way, werdang it and help others who may be
time up to the death of the founder, Johjust as serious as those created by th&empting to repeat it. And there are
Trechak, in 1999. As time went on, théTkaches. Both were perpetuated by thmany who have not publicly acknowl-
emphasis shifted from attempting tceerroneous teaching that “God correctsdged and repented of those sins of the
reform from the inside, to exposing thehe leaders from the top” (Revelatiorpast, but seem to still be trying to identi-
continued folly. Although there is no2:2). There are many other verses show their “work” with the former WCG—
guestion that the content continued tong that God expects people to reject baduth, error, sin and alld
be, at times, cynical and sarcastic, mottaders). The very first issue of — Pam Dewey and Norman Edwards
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The Creation Origin of the
Festivals

As brethren and leaders in the various Church of God groups pray and seek unity in the Body of Christ, we
often fail to think outside of our own familiar surroundings. Is Christ interested in unity only among former-
WCG members? Or is he interested in unity among all those who have His spirit and obey Him? The following

article was written by Sydney Davis, a former Seventh Day Adventist—who now keeps the holy days as well
as the Sabbath, clean meats, and most other “Church of God” doctrines. This article is interesting both from

the teaching it provides, and as a way to look at how WCG members look to other Sabbatarians. — NSE

“New Covenant Theology” tion over this Sabbath question. Therehurch, but to become better Christians.

championed by Protestant evanis even a web-site for former SDASOr, as they might say, Christians freed
gelical theologians represents a very réformeradventist.con) who have embracedfrom the Judaizing legalism represented
al and serious threat to Sabbatariathe New Covenant Theology. by the Sabbath of the Sinaitic covenant
Christians regardless of denomination- Meanwhile SDA church tele-evangethat has been abolished and “nailed to
al affiliation. In recent years the Newlists are advancing the gospel messadfee cross”.
Covenant Theology teachings of twavith the advanced technology of The Sabbath once again is being
former Seventh-day Adventist (SDA)Internet and satellite evangelism, fillingattacked from within but the nature of
theologians have shaken the Worldwidthe church coffers and pews, the succeslss inside attack is unlike the blatant
Church of God (WCG) from center toof which leave her with little concern asanti-Semitism within the early church as
circumference, resulting in that denomto the threats against the Sabbath repreeen in the matter concerning the
ination’s giving up the Sabbath truthsented by the New Covenant Theologyuartodeciman Passover (14 Abib) con-
Next to the SDA church, the WCGChurch heresies have come and goneoversy in 325 AD.
founded by Herbert W. Armstrong wasand leaders think that this, like the oth- At that time Constantine denounced
the second largest Christian denominaers, will just have to run its course. | beghe Jewish calendar and substituted
tion that observed the Bible Sabbatho differ. The very same proof textsEaster (Sunday) for the Passover(Abib
The doctrinal considerations brought t@resently being used to bring newi4). This resulted in the institutionaliz-
view by these former SDA theologiansSabbatarians into the church will be théng of the yearly observance of the tradi-
have had a devastating effect upon theery same texts that will take them outtional “Lord’s Day”—the resurrection of
WCG Sabbatarian theology which hasinless we properly address and teacRhrist the firstfruits” (1Cor 15:23) long
caused that great body to splinter intour members how to answer the claimtypified by the day on which the first-
many factions with the exodus of manyf the New Covenant Theology. fruit offering occurred “on the morrow
of its membership into various indepen- The apostasy from the Sabbath truthfter the Sabbath” during the Passover
dent Sabbatarian splinter groups ande see taking place in the WCG, théLev 23:11, 15), to a weekly observance
organizations. SDA church and other Sabbatarian orgaf that event—from an annual “Lord’s

Now it seems that “the chickens areizations is not a rumor. It is real. Manyday” to a “weekly” Sunday. The first

coming home to roost” in the SDAwho embrace the New Covenanattack was clearly for reasons having to
denomination. In my home church arheology are highly intelligent and spir-do with hatred for anything “Jewish”,
fourth generation SDA family (a life- itually mature Christians who haveparticularly the Jewish calendar (on
long product of SDA traditional theolo-instead of entrusting their soul's salvawhich the calculation of the Passover
gy, educational and religioustion into the care and keeping of churclvas based) and the Jewish Sabbath.
institutions through the college level)pastors and ministers have rather decid- Today the anti-Judaic position has a
gave up the Bible Sabbath and left thed to take personal responsibility for imore acceptable face because it wears
SDA church to fellowship with athemselves. These are thinking anthe make-up of a sophisticated theology
Sunday-keeping Baptist church. Thishoughtful individuals who treasure theirand hermeneutic that can justify its fun-
experience is not unique. It is beingChristian experience as extremely valudamental anti-Judaism calling it a
repeated in the religious experience adble. They are not content to rest thefipolitically correct” New Covenant
individuals, families and SDA churchesspiritual laurels on church creeds, dogFheology.
throughout the North Americanmas and fundamental beliefs, but on the The New Covenant Theology regard-
Division. Some churches have becomassurance of their salvation in Christ asg the Sabbath simply put is this. It
divided resulting in split membershipsrevealed in the Scripture. They havéeaches that the Sabbath is a part of the
forming independent congregationabbandoned Sabbath observance nSinaitic covenant given to Israel that
churches and in some cases wholeecause of emotional despondency avas “nailed to the cross” along with its
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festivals (see Col 2:14-17). It is allegedionedin Acts 15:21. But to buttress hissions that we have reached on this point
that since the command to observe thgoint proving the continuing obligationis not an invention or a fanciful view.
Sabbath originated at Sinai as part of tHer Christians to keep the Sabbath h&he proofs and evidences presented
covenant law, it was done away with theited the creation ordinance of theherein represent the consensus of a uni-
covenant law. The proof text for thisSabbath that shows the universality ofersal scholarship transcending denomi-
teaching is, “But if the ministration of the Sabbath for all mankind. | suggestedational barriers and dispensations
death, written and engraven in stones. .t the professor that the holy days thenwhether Jew, Gentile, Sabbath-keeper or
was glorious, so that the children ofelves originated as a divine ordinanc8unday-keeper, ancient or contempo-
Israel could not steadfastly behold théounded in the creation narrative just asary. These facts therefore recommend
face of Moses for the glory of his counthe Sabbath. He challenged me to shothiemselves to ones intelligent faith.
tenance; which glory was to be doné&im where. | pointed him to Genesis
away:” (2Cor 3:7. KJV). Since this text1:14: Bible Translations
clearly refers to the Ten Commandments “And God said, Let there be lights in [1] “Then God commanded, let lights
“engraven in stones” of which the the firmament of the heaven to divide the =~ appear in the sky to separate day and
Sabbath is a part, it is interpreted to day from the night; and let them be for ~ night and to show the time when days,
mean that the Sabbath is now “donesigns, and for seasons, and for days.  years,and religious festivals begit!
away” with. and years.” Good News Bible

One thing about the New Covenant | carefully and respectfully pointed [2] “God said, ‘Let there be lights in
Theology. It exposes the inherent comut to my esteemed and learned cothe vault of heaven to divide day from
tradictions and inconsistencies of théeague that the Hebrew word fomight, and let themindicate festivals
traditional Sabbatarian understanding dfseasonsis “mo’ed” which is a direct days, and yearsJerusalem Bible
the law of God upon which ourreference to the festivals. The same [3]“God said, let there be lights in the
Sabbatarian theology is based. It exposgvord is translatedféast in Leviticus vault of heaven to separate day from
es the faulty traditional usage of prooR23. The professor replied that what hight, and let them serve as signs both
texts to support the doctrine of Sabbatstated regarding the Hebrew word fofor festivals and for seasons and years.”
observance. It exposes the weakness ‘Beasons” (“moed” meaning “feasts” orThe New English Bible
the traditional arguments that‘festivals”) in the context of Genesis [4] “Then God said, ‘Let there be
Sabbatarians have been using updhl4 was inaccurate and false. He futights in the sky to separate the day from
which an entire Sabbatarian theologther stated that one should not try tthe night. They will be signs and will
has developed. build a doctrine from one verse or onenark religious festivals days, and

word in the Bible. Well it is certainly years."God’s Word

Creation Origin of the Holy Days agreed that we not make a new doctrine [5] “God said, “Let there be luminar-
Fundamental to our theology of theon the strength of only one word or onées in the firmament of the heaven to
Sabbath is our theology of the law oferse, but | strongly disagreed with hiseparate between the day and the night;
God. This particular article will bring conclusion regarding the meaning of thand they shall serve as signs, and for
that clearly into focus as we discoveword “mo’ed” in that text. | believe that festivals, and for days and years.”
the creation origin of the holy days— the Scripture, as well as other sources-Artscroll TaNaKh, Stone Edition
the festivals of the Lord. both ancient and modern, Jewish and [6] “God said, ‘There shall be lights

| recently had the privilege of sitting Christian—conclusively show that thein the heavenly sky to divide between
with two Sabbatarian university profesword “seasons” as translated from thday and night. They shall serve as
sors where a informal meeting for thddebrew word “mo’ed” in the KJV omens [and definefestivals days and
purpose of discussing the festival issu&enesis 1:14 means just what thgears. The Living Torah by Rabbi Aryeh
was held. During this frank and candidstrong’s Concordance says it means: Kaplan

discussion one professor cited Acts MOW’ED [4150] [7] “God spake: Let there be a system
chapter 15 to point out that the festivals 1. appointed place, appointed timeof light bearers in the vault of the heav-
were not one of the stipulations put upon meeting en to distinguish between the day and
the Gentiles in the Christian church a. appointed time the night, and they shall also serve for
which he said proves that they have no 1. appointed time (general) signs and forfestival times and for
relevance for the Christian church today. 2. sacred season, set feast, cycles of days and years.The

| suggested to the professor that based appointed season Pentateuch—Samson R. Hirsch New
upon that reasoning neither was the b. appointed meeting York: Bloch (1963)

Sabbath among the specific stipulations c. appointed place [8] “God said, ‘Let there be luminar-
given to Gentile Christians to observe. d. appointed sign or signal ies in the firmament of the heaven to
This is one of the cardinal points of the e. tent of meeting separate between the day and the night;

New Covenant Theology against The 35 references presented below aind they shall serve as signs, dad
Sabbath observance for Christians.  go to prove the same thing. [The origindiestivals and for days and years.’”
The other professor stated that thouglonger version of this article containedBereishis [Genesis] —Meir Zlotowitz

the Sabbath was not one of the specifi¢8 references.] They are not presented Brooklyn, N.Y.: Mesorah (1977)
stipulations laid upon the Gentilebe repetitious or redundant, but rather to [9] “God said, let there be lights in the
Christians that the Sabbath wagen- emphasize to the reader that the concluault of the heavens to separate day
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from night, and let them serve as signigghts in the firmament of the heaven tahis sense the word frequently occurs;
both for festivals and for seasons anddivide the day from the night; and letandit was right that at the very open-
years.” The Revised English Bible,them be for, signs, and for seasons, amdg of his revelation God should
Oxford University Press, 1989 for days and years;'” inform man that there were certain

[10] “Then God said, Let there be “For seasonsa. “Seasons” was an festivals which should be annually
lights in the Vault of heaven to separatanticipation of the future: the festivals celebrated to his glory Some think we
day from night, to mark ouhe sacred (also called “seasons”) were fixed by should understand the original word as
seasonsthe days and the yearsThe lunar calculation. (Idem) b. To regu- signifying months, for which purpose
Bible, A New Translation by Jamedate the calendar. The “seasons” aree know the moon essentially serves
Moffatt spring, summer, autumn, and winterthrough all the revolutions of time.”

also seed-time and harve3the Heb. Adam Clarke's Commentary

An important rule of Bible interpreta- word for “seasons” later acquired the [17] “The word ‘moadim’ which they
tion is that one must take into accountneaning of “festivals,” since these translate ‘certain times’, is variously
the meaning of the words, in the lanwere fixed by the year’s seasons understood among the Hebrews: for it
guages of the authors at the time whefidertz, J. H.) c. “Signs” means minutesignifies both time and place, and also
they were written, and not necessariland “seasons” hours. (lbn Ezra)assemblies of persons. The Rabbis com-
the English translation of them todayEncyclopedia of Biblical Interpretation. monly explain the passage as referring
Even though the KJV translators to their festivals.” John Calvin's
translated the word “mo’ed” as Commentary
“seasons” it has no reference tiee : : . [18] “Seasons — not merely
how the word “seasons” is usec Yearly retum.m.g fe§twal per]OdS time naturally marked, or days and
today (summer, winter, spring ancand other definite times were to years would also not be also speci-
fall) This is why Bible concor- pe regulated by the movement fied, butFESTAL TIMES.” The Book
dances and lexicons are invaluabl . . ” of Genesis, Henry Alford, D.D.
Bible study tools. You don't need of the celestial bodies. [19] “And foryseasons. Heb.

to read Hebrew or be a “scholar” tc  __ The Seventh-day Adventist Moed-set or appointed times...sig-
use them. Moses, the author c nifying to fix by previous appoint-

Leviticus 23:2 was also the autho Bible Commentary ment. The phrase points not only to
of Genesis 1:14. the seasons of the year, which are

regulated by the course of the sun,
Bible Commentaries Menahem M. Kasher. vol. 1, p. 47 and to the computation of months and

We begin this section to show the testi- [14] “M EANING AND RELATED WORDS Yyears, but also to fasteasts, and other
mony of various Bible commentariesOO’'LE MOAADIM meansAND FOR religious solemnities, such as were
beginning with the Seventh-day Ad-FESTIVALS... The root is MOED — noun appointed to be observed by the peo-
ventist Bible Commentary (SDABC). meaning — ‘appointed timégstival as ple of Israel” Notes on Genesis Vol.1,
The SDABC is presented here first awell as ‘appointed place, place of meetGeorge Bush

leading a consensus of commentatorsg, appointed sign, signal'.. (p. 84-85)" [20] “And for festivals. This transla-
showing that “moed” translated “seaMiLA YOMIT, THE TORAH WORD BYWORD tion follows Rashi who interprets moed
sons” in the KJV in Genesis 1:14 refer ©O'LE MOAADIM “AND FOR FEST here asa reference to the ‘Festivals’

to the holy days. IVALS' Bereishit 1:14 by Rabbi Itzchak ‘This is in anticipation of the future
Marmorstein(from milayomit@shamash.org) ~ when Israel would be commanded to
[11] “Yearly returningfestival peri- [15] “The Targum of Jonathan is,regulate the festivals by calculation.’
ods and other definite times were to beind let them be for signs atlte times “[The translation also agrees with

regulated by the movement of the cele®f the feasts and to reckon with them Targum Yonasan and with the Midrash
tial bodies.”The Seventh-day Adventisthe number of days, and, sanctify thavhich specifically renders]: ‘This refers
Bible Commentary Vol.1, p. 213 undebeginnings of the months, and théo the three pilgrimage festivals.’”
“seasons” beginnings of the years, and the inteBereishis-Genesis/A new translation
[12] “And God said: Let there becalations of months and years, the rewith a commentary anthologized from
lights in the firmament of the heaven twlutions of the sun, and the new moongalmudic, Midrashic and Rabbinic
divide the day from the night; and letand cycles. Sources, Mesorah Publications, Ltd
them serve as signs for the festivals, the “And so Jarchi interprets ‘seasons’ of [21] “The heavenly lights are created
days and the years. And they shall senthe solemn festivals that would here- to divide day and night, to give (addi-
as signs. Contrary to the usual concepdter be commanded the children ofional) light, and to serve as signs (i.e.
tion, the Torah teaches that the sun arsrael; but those uses were not for a cetime markers) for days, years, dndd
the moon were created to serve as signajn people, and for a certain time, buseasons (the word for ‘seasons’ is also
for example, to set terrestrial time andor all mankind, as long as the world the word for religious festival).” The

the calendar...”Call Of The Torah should stand” Gill's Commentary New Interpreter's Bible Vol.1 (paren.
Commentaries, Rabbi Elie Munk, [16] “[For seasons] moadim For Belongs).
Bereishis, p. 11 the determination of the times on which [22] “...their (the luminaries) influ-

[13] “And God said: ‘Let there be the sacred festivalsshould be held. In ence here (creation) is restricted to that
Page iy ——— — — Mar/Apr 2000



SERVANTS’ NEWS

which obviously depends on them, vizLexicon of the Old Testament” based on [28] “The Lord appointed the sun as a
The alternation of day and nigttie fes- the lexical work of Ludwig Koehler andgreat sign above the earth for days, sab-
tivals, etc... It is noteworthy that this isWalter Baumgartner by William L. baths, monthsfFesTivaLs, years, sab-
the only work of creation of which theHolladay Lowry Professor of Old baths of years, jubilees, and all times of
purposes is elaborately specified. Testament Andover Newton Theologicdhe years.4Qjuba 6:7 quoted by James
“for signs and for seasons, etcSchool — Wiliam B. EerdmansC. Vanderkam, Dead Sea Discoveries
Mo’ed-T11n (seasons) appears never t@ublishing Company Grand Rapidsvol.1 No.3, November 1994
be used of the natural seasons of thdichigan. p. 186 Vanderkam notes that this particular
year...but always of a time convention- [26] MOED — Notes. It is most section of the Dead Sea scrolls is
ally agreed upon... or fixed by some cirprobable that in Gen 1:14.the refer- thought to be addressing certain rene-
cumstance. The commonest applicatioence is to the sacred seasomas fixed gade Hellenists priests who had asserted
is to thesacred seasons if the ecclesiasby the moon’s appearance; and so alsobwas the distinctiveness of the Mosaic
tical year, which are fixed by the moonhe made the moon for sacred seasons |Bw that resulted in separatism between
(cf. Ps 104:19).”The International 104:19.”A Hebrew and English LexiconJew and Gentile that had not been a part
Critical Commentary, John Skinner,of the Old Testament by Francis Brownpf God’s original purpose. The article

1976 (3rd Edition) pp 25 & 26. D.D. D. Litt—Oxford at the Clarendon elaborating on this says:

[23] “God is described as calling intoPress 1907, p 418 [29] “This may be the theological or
existence the heavenly bodies for three philosophical background toward which
distinct purposes: (1) to divide betweeReference Works of Biblical the author of Jubilees directs his book,
day and night; (2) to determine periodScholarship including the creation material. Whereas

of time, days, months, years, season§his category helps to establish hovgome of his contemporaries thought (or
FESTIVALS, &c.; (3) to give light upon various scholarly reference workshoped) that Mosaic legislation (or sur-
earth... make references to Gen.1:14, althoug¥iving corruptions of it) spoiled an earli-
“for signs, and for seasons —their primary emphasis is notto exegeter, purer form of religion, he asserted
Literally, ‘for signs and for fixed the text. The casual “matter of fact” refforthrightly and with sufficient exegeti-
times.’...The ‘fixed times' probably erence to the text shows how wideeal warrant that the distinctive practices
denote the periods of the year for agrispread the common understanding af Judaism, other than those which were
cultural and rural occupationmgether the text and the word in question was.necessarily tied to a later historical event
WITH THEIR FESTIVALS . Days of festivals  [27] “The word ‘seasons’ does not(e.g., Passover), had not begun with
were determined by particular moons, adenote the four seasons of the year thistoses nor had the forefathers practiced
by the rising of particular stardderbert resulted from Noachan flood, but to thex freer, more cosmopolitan religion.
E. Ryle, D.D., The Book of Genesisset times’ or the ‘appointed times’ ofRituals such as Sabbath celebration, cir-
1921 the sacred calendar. cumcision, sacrificegyND FESTIVALS (at
[24] “There are several Hebrew “When God created them and setheir correct, solarly determined times)
words which refer to a long period ofthem in the firmament of heaven, Héhad been practicedFROM THE BEGIN -
time. These includgedemwhich is the said, in Gen. 1:14, ‘Let them be for SignslING ... FROM THE TIME OF CREATION .”
main one-word term for ‘ancient’ and isand for seasons.’... The word ‘seasonsbid.
sometimes translated ‘of old’plam does not denote merely what we call the Whether or not the author of Jubilees
means ‘everlasting’ or ‘eternity’ and isfour seasons of the yedmt cycles of from the Qumran Scrolls dated “circum-
translated ‘perpetual’, ‘of old’ or ‘for time. It is (mo’ed) appointed time (from cision and sacrifices” from the begin-
ever’; dor means ‘a revolution of time’ the verb=Y" to point out, appoint). It ning along with the “Sabbath and
or ‘an age’ and is sometimes translatedccurs three more times in Genesis, eabstivals” is circumstantial to the under-
‘generations’;tamid means ‘continual- time in connection with the promisedstanding that was held by the Jewish
ly’ or ‘for ever’; ad means ‘unlimited Seed — Gen. xvii. 21, ‘At this set timepeople in the second temple period con-
time’ or ‘for ever’;orekwhen used with in the next year’; and for cyclescerning the meaning of “seasons” in
yom is translated ‘length of days’; (appointed times).” Gen 1:14. This evidence from the Dead
shanahmeans ‘a year’ or ‘a revolution “Here, then, we have a distinct declaSea Scrolls show that the Jewish people
of time’ (from the change of seasons)ation from God, that the heavens corhave always understood Gen 1:14 as a
netsachmeans ‘for ever’. Words for atain not only a Revelation concerningeference to the origin of treESTIVALS
shorter time span includeth (a general things to come in the “Signs,” but alscand the creational mandate of their
term for time); and moed meaning concerning appointed times in the wonebservance.
‘seasons’ or ‘festivals” drous movements of the sun, and moon, [30] “In Christianity and the
How Long Were The Days Of Genesiand stars. Gen. xviii. 14, “At the timeCalendar, James B. Jordan takes the
1? Some Hebrew ‘Time’ Words fromappointed | will return”; and Gen. xxi. 2,argument a step further by arguing on
Answers in Genesis Ministries Intl“At the set time of which God had spothe basis of Genesis 1:14 thtie
http://www.answersingenesis.org ken.” Gen. 1:14 is therefore, ‘They (theannual festivals, like the Sabbath, are
sun, moon, and stars) shall be for sigrescreation ordinance He interprets the
Hebrew / English Lexicons (things to come).”’E. W. Bullinger, The term “season” (mo’ed) in Hebrew in
[25] MOED (time of)feast pl.Gen 1:14. Witness of the Stars, KregelGenesis 1:14 as referring to the special
“A Concise Hebrew and AramaicPublications. appointed times of the annual festivals
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and concludes that the “annual festival®ays and years’ clearly denotes the usE04:19 KJV)

regulated by the sun and the moonareof astronomical bodies for measuring

creation ordinance, every bit as time. God ordained that years, monthdhe Apocrypha

much as the weekly Sabbath day and days should be determined by astr{84] “He made the moon also to serve in

God's Festivals in Scripture andnomical means. her season for a declaration of times, and
History” Part 1, Samuele Bacchiocchi “But of more interest to us is the other sign of the worldFrom the moon is
1996, p 46. use of the stellar heavens: ‘for signs anithe sign of feastsa light that decreaseth

Samuel Bacchiocchi supplies in hidor seasons’. According to Keil andin her perfection’Sirach 43:6&7
footnotes of “God’s Festivals inDelitzsch the Hebrew root for ‘signs’ is And one may well ask what part the
Scripture and History — Part 1” sup-avah(a mark)... The sign was a mark oimoon (the lesser light Gen 1:17) plays in
porting documentation to the conclusomething other than itself. In the samdetermining the four climactical sea-
sion that the word “mo’ed” translatedway the signs in the sky are marks odons. It is clear then that “seasons” here

as festivals indicates a creation origitsod’s message to man. refers to something other than the four
for these ordinances just as for the “The word seasongdHebrewmoed seasons of the year.
Sabbath. means something fixed or appointed. In Gen 1:14 the phrase, “for seasons,
[31] “The term ‘season’ and for days and years” omits ref-
(mo’ed) is interpreted as refer- erence to months. This is not sur-
ring to religious festivals by : prising as it is clear from even a
Solomon Gandz, ‘The Calendal Evidence from the Dead S.ea basic study of language that
of Ancient Israel’, inHomenaje a Scrolls show that the Jewish “months” are “moons” and thus

Millas-Valligrosa (Barecelona people have always understood cannot be determined by any other
1954), 1:645; Paul Beauchamp method except by the cycle of the

Creation et separation: Etude Gen 1‘14 as a reference to the moon.

exegetique du chapitre premier dc ~ OINgin of the FESTIVALS and the If it is accepted that the Hebrew
la Genese Bibliotheque de creational mandate of their calendar is determined in part by
Sciences religieuses (Aubiel the moon (the new moon marking
Montaigne 1969), p. 114; Rober observance the first day of the first and subse-
Davidson,  Genesis 1-11 guent months) then, by associa-
(Cambridge, 1973), p.21; and tion, the determination of holy

Gordon Wenham@Genesis 1-15Word This word is never used in Scripture of @lays — God’s seasons or appointed
Biblical Commentary (Waco, Texas,season of the year such as summer tjanes (Lev 23) are included in the pur-
1987), vol. |, p.23.'1bid, p. 52 fn different word is always usedMoed pose of the creation of the lesser light.
indicates an appointed or fixed time,

Can the Hebrew worcho’ed (sing.) such as the time God had appeared fdihe Book of Jubilees
or mo’edim (pl.) translatedseasonsn Abraham and Sara to have a sof85] Jubilees 2:8-10: “And on the fourth
Genesis 1:14 be translated “appointe@Genesis 17:21; 18:14). The feasts afay He created the sun and the moon
times” or ‘festivals”? We have presentedehovah in Leviticus are moedim, thend the stars, and set them in the firma-
overwhelming evidence in support ofplural of moed, and were appointeanent of the heaven, to give light upon all
the concept thamo’edimhere does in times when Israel would honor God irthe earth, and to rule over the day and
fact refer to the appointed times or festispecific ways. the night, and divide the light from the
vals. “‘Signs and seasons’ were thereforelarkness. And God appointed the sun to

“And God said... Let them be for ordained by God to indicate happeningke a great sign on the earth for days and
signs, and for seasons”. As stated befoemd the periods of time pertaining tdor sabbaths and for months afar
even though the Hebrew wondo’edim them. God designed the stars with thieasts and for years and for sabbaths
is translated “seasons”, one cannot apppurpose of using them to propheticallyof years and for jubilees and for all
the term to mean “the four seasons” ddignify historical incidents at chosenseasons of the year#\nd it divideth the
the year, i.e. Spring, Summer, Autumntimes which would come to pass as thight from the darkness [and] for pros-
and Winter. In the beginning after theplan of salvation was unfoldedGods perity, that all things may prosper which
creation week there were no “four seavoice In The Stars, K. C. Fleming, p. 14hoot and grow on the earth. These three
sons”. It was due to the condition of the& 15 kinds He made on the fourth day.”
earth after the flood that God said; The Hebrew wordno’ed[4150] and The Book of Jubilees was written in

“While the earth remaineth, seedtiméts derivatives are most often translatethe second century B.C.E. during the
and harvest, and cold and heat, and suimto terms connected with appointedime of second temple in the inter-testa-
mer and winter, and day and night shatimes of worship and the holy feast daysnent period][In some places, the book

not cease” Genesis 8:22, KJV. In fact it is difficult to find an example of of Jubilees appears to be in conflict with
its translation in connection with the cli-the Bible, but it certainly reflects how
[32] “‘Let them be for signs and for mactical seasons of the year. some people thought when it was writ-

seasons and for days and years.” A little [33] “He appointedthe moon for ten.— NSE]tis one of the earliest doc-
reflection on these words will help us teseasons rhoed — 4150} the sun umentation of an authentic theology and
understand some remarkable truths.knoweth his going down.”(Psalm midrash of the Jewish people. It proves
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that the ancients understood the festivals The New Covenant Theology hadransgressed the lawsT{n torah)
as a creation ordinance having its origistruck at the Achilles heel 0f<08451>, changed the ordinance (02706
in the creation week. This reference t&abbatarian theology of the law that pugsm choq) <02706>, broken the everlast-
Genesis 1:14 in the Jubilees is the earlihe Sabbath In Crisis. If the Sabbath isg covenant” (Isa 24:5, KJV).

est known midrash on the text showingnseparably linked to the holy days, then Transgressing the laws, changing the
the festivals as a creation ordinanceve must accept the Sabbath with therdinances and breaking the everlasting
This ancient midrash is reflected in subholy days or we must give up thecovenant are all equivalents. This text in
sequent midrashim on Genesis 1:14 th&abbath with its holy days just as thésaiah 24:5 parallels Daniel's prophecy
supports the same. It is also witnessatforldwide Church of God did whenof a world power that “shall think” to
by the Christian commentators. Anythey were faced with the same vexingccomplish this.

attempt to deny this can only be seen alemma. Whatever argument is made “And he shall speak great words
an anti-Semitic attempt to maintain dor or against the Sabbath is also madegainst the Most High [God], and shall
medieval (Gentile Christian) view of thefor or against the festivals. At issue isvear out the saints of the Most High,

law that this understanding of the textHE LAw OF GOD. and think to change timdef sacred
overthrows. feasts and holy days] and the lalv
“The Ordinances of Heaven and (Dan 7:25 AMP [brackets belong]).
Summary Earth” and “The Everlasting This translation from the Amplified
Any view of the law that denies the creCovenant” Bible reveals more of the sense of what

ation ordinance of the Sabbath as wellThus saith the brbp, which giveth the is understood from the original Hebrew
as the festivals is anti-Semitic at its roosun for a light by day, anthe ordi- (or Aramaic) text which is hidden in the
just as the interpretation that says thatances <02708> of the moon and oftraditional “word for word” translation
the law (or some portion of it) isthe starsfor a light by night, which di- of the KJV. That which Sabbatarians
“nailed to the cross” that attempts towideth the sea when the waves therebiave claimed for the abrogation of the
justify such a view. The understandingoar; The LORD of hosts is his name’Sabbath is in actuality a reference to the
of the creational ordinance of the holyJer 31:35, KJV). change of the festivals of which the
days presented herein represents a ma-“Thus saith the brD; If my Sabbath is the first (see Lev 23:2, 3).
jor blow to both the New Covenantcovenantbe not with day and night, and And so says the Roman Catholic
Theology that attempts to link the Sabif | have not appointethe ordinances church through one of her prelates:
bath and the festivals together as orig02708> of heaven and earth(Jer “The Catholic Church abolished, not
nating in a Sinaitic covenant. This is33:25, KJV). only the Sabbath, but all the other
because, th&MF links the Sabbath to  Jeremiah calls the fixed movementdewish festivals’, T. Enright, CSSR
its attendant holydays (which even thef the celestial bodie4he fixed ordi- (see M. Abbott, Paul the Sabbath
New Covenant Theology proves benances” (Goodspeed) or‘statutes” Keeper?Publisher Peaceful Meadows,
yond doubt are an inseparable unit;71 chuggah < 02708>) This can Rt.8, Bx. 123-A, Mena, AR 71953).
and it destroys one of it's major asonly be a reference to the “mo’ed” (the We proclaim theSabbath more fully
sumptions; that because the Sabba#ippointed or fixed times). The Psalmisin showing how the festivals testify to
and the holy days are Sinaitic in origirsays, “He appointed the moon for sedhe veracity of the Sabbath truth and are
that they are subsequently done awagons <04150> “mo’ed” (Psalm 104:19)a part of the Sabbath truth that proclaims
with. Just as the Sabbath is called the “sign” difie plan of salvation. The plan of salva-
This also represents a major blow tthe covenant (Ex 31:16-17), God linkgion is not understood by observation. It
the Sabbatarian theology that denidsis eternal covenant with the festivals ais understood by experience. Truth is not
the holy days for the same reason thatell. His covenant of redemption is asinderstood by just the learning of it or
the New Covenant Theology denies thanmovable, irrevocable, permanentyy the intellectual assent many call
Sabbath. For if the Sabbatarian answeure and eternal as “the ordinancée$aith”. Truth is understood by the doing
to the New Covenant Theology is th€statutes) of the moon and of thefit. The testimony of Jesus is, “Fard
creation origin of the Sabbath, therstars”™—the “appointed times”. always those things that please him.
what are Sabbatarians going to do with In Jeremiah God refers to the suret{John 8:29).
the holy days which have been clearlgnd the permanence of “the fixed ordi-

. . . Proclaiming the Sabbath More Fullys a quar-
proven herein to be a creation ordinances” (statutes) of the moon and stajgy publication. It is also an independent research
nance as well? This necessitates as the guarantee of the surety and pefinistry supportive of the Seventh-day Adventist
change in our view of the law andmanence of thtnew covenant” that he Church promoting intra-denominational dialog
brings into question why we have thevill make with His people. agd;eesrz'”g mutual interests relevant to all Sabbath-
view we presently hold. From whence “Thou shalt therefore keep this ordl— Editor: Dr. Sidney L. Davis, Jr.Associate
is it? For if the observance of thenance <02708> (statutes —Apr Editors: Marsha Clark-Basner & Anthony Gerace
Sabbath means that we should obsertehugqgah”) in his season <04150xWeb Servant); Editorial Secretary Olga

. . « , _mn  Schwingel. Address comments and questions to the
the holy days as the New Covenarfappointed time —T1 “mo’ed”)”  Egiior: P.O. Box 1213; North Chicago, IL 60064;
Theology rightly implies, then what are(Exodus 13:10, KJV) Telephone: 847-785-0315; Fax: 208-330-6908;
we going to do with the Sabbath and “The earth also is defiled under theveb-site:http://wan.sabbathmorefully.org.
the holy days, and what are we going timhabitants thereof; because they have Please visit the web-site for the longer version
do with the law? of this article. 1)
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Feact of Tabernacleg Sitee 2000

Feast sites listed in this article, as far as we know, all welcome non-aligned Sabbatarians. Corporate church organization’s Feasts may be located by
contacting their headquarters: The United Church of God-IA at 513-576-9796, the Living Church of God at 619-613-7970; the CGI at 903-825-2525, the
Church of God, a Christian Fellowship at 877-846-2072.

Please let Feast sponsors know now where you are planning to attend! It is very difficult to plan a Feast when the number of people attending is
unknown. Time and money are wasted if attendance estimates are too high. Facilities become too crowded if estimates are too low. If you are not sure
yet, it is better to notify the site you are most likely to attend, then change your mind later if necessary.

+ Unless otherwise noted, all sites use the Hebrew calendar—the evening of Friday, Oct. 13th through Saturday the 21st.
+  We are happy to print information on other Feast sites that welcome all brethren regardless of organizational affiliation.
+  Please send information on such sites to Servants’ News (see contact information on page 2 or back cover).

tent can be placed on a site. Water, eledR Executive Inn, Paducah.

North-East USA tricity and sewer hookups are available. The inn is a four-story atrium-style
2. Please make your $20 per per400+ room hotel with a tropical atmos-
Port Austin, Michigan son deposit check out to Normarphere. Inside are restaurants, shops, bar-

Great for Families and Singles Edwards orServants’ NewsA deposit bershop, game room, full size
is required for those who are stayingwimming pool, workout area and more.
At least 70 people are already planningnd/or eating on campus. The balance Housing information is as follows:
to attend thisServants’ Newssite. will be due when you arrive at the feast. JR’s Executive Inn
There is still plenty of meeting spacePlease make this final check ouftort One Executive Boulevard
and nearby motel space, but certaiAustin Center but give it to Norman  Paducah, KY 42001
kinds of rooms on the campus are fillEdwards (or his assistant) Friday 800-866-3636
ing up. evening before the Feast begins. (Port Standard room for 1-2 persons: $50

Please see the details in the Jan/Fé&ustin Center would like one lump surmper night plus 10.24% tax; standard
2000 issue, or contact us at 517-62%ayment from us, but will accept multi-room for 3—4: $55 per night plus 10.24%
7480, e-mailinfo@servantsnews. com. ple checks.) tax; suite for 1-4: $95 per night plus

We emphasized the “family feast” 3. We will attempt to find financial 10.24% tax.
aspect in the last issue. Indeed there lielp for any individuals in Michigan or The reservations desk is open from
much convenience in eating, sleepingdjoining states who cannot afford to g& am — 8 pm Monday through Friday and
attending services and having recrdo the Feast. from 10am to 6pm on Sundays. You
ation all on the same campus. 4. Pets are allowed if they are nomust identify yourself as being associat-
However, this is also an excellent left to roam unattended. They are notd with “The Belleville Church of God”
Feast site for singlesThose on a thin permitted in buildings. to received these rates. A deposit for one
budget could literally keep the whole 5. Note these corrections to the “Porhight’s room rate is required to hold
feast for $149. There will be a maxi-Austin Accommodations” (Jan/Febyour reservation (cash can be sent or
mum of opportunity to meet otherissue, p. 7): Captain Morgan’s Cottagebold with a credit card). Please ask for
brethren and to learn from them. are 6 miles from the site. Sand Castlesritten confirmation.

Everyone should bring thespiritual  on the Beach is 3 miles from the site.  If you require special accommoda-
harvest from the yea—what they have  Please don’t hesitate to contact usons like quick accessibility to the ele-
learned, stories of what they havavith questions, comments, or ideas youators, please state that when you make
done—and be willing to share it withwould like to see implemented at the/our reservation and also send that
others. We will have several interactivd-east. information to Al Buchanan, PO Box
studies as well as discussion after every — Norman Edwards 764, Glen Carbon, IL 62034.
message. If further information is needed,

Four additional items not covered in Paducah, Kentucky (1) please contact Al Buchanan via e-mail at
the last issue: This is a non-aligned site. For morel_buchanan@hotmail.com or write him at the

1. RV and tent camping will cost $24information call 618-253-6051 or 270-above address, or phone 618-288-4529.
per night (plus any meal plan that yo%22-0972.
may want). We realize that this is much
more expensive than staying on campus, Mystic Seaport, Connecticut
but these prices are controlled by the Paducah, Kentucky (2) The Northeast Church of God is again
association of camp-site owners and caifthe Belleville Church of God is planning a local Feast of Tabernacles
not be changed quickly. More than ongleased to be hosting a Feast Site at th¢  beautiful ~ Mystic  Seaport,
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Connecticut. It is easy to reach bypaytona congregation at thdoliday Niceville, Florida

plane, train or automobile, with manyinn Hotel and Suites in St. Pete Christian Educational Ministries will
sights and attractions. The style iBeach, Florida. Over 100 are expectedgain hold the Feast of Tabernacles at
“traditional”, i.e., regular services with At last year’s Feast, one of the churcifhe Arts Center of the Okaloosa-
two messages. But it is also designesiembers staying at a nearby hotel hagwalton Community College in
to encourage fellowship, activities angened to be talking to another hoteNiceville, Florida. Extensive Seminars,
Bible Studies. guest. It turns out this other guest wasusic, youth programs and other activ-
For housing, there are ample motelpart of a group of 40 or so people alsdies are planned. There is a separate
and B & B’s. The cheapest would beneeting to keep the Feast. This groufirestival Association” mailing avail-
about $55/night. As with last year, théhad found out about the Feast days Bble to those interested in this Feast
Residence Inn is giving us special rate¢heir own study, never having had consite. See the contact information at the
which are quite good for New Englandtact with the WCG. The group visitedend to request it.
The Residence Inn contains apartmentse COG services and were provided Discount room rates have been
with one or two bedrooms, the lattewith many booklets explaining our COGarranged at four establishments. You

with two baths. The rates include breakbeliefs. will need to mention CEM and some-
fast and light meals on weekday For more information, call Tony times a “group #" to receive those rates:
evenings. Fontao at 305-385-6306 or Nelsorthe Newman-Dailey at 800-225-7652;
A studio/one-bedroom is $119 pemMMoreno at 305-385-2137. the Hidden Dunes at 800-824-6335,
night, two-bedroom is $179 per night. e-mail hiddendu@emeraldcoast.com, web-site
(Rates are $20 per night more if you are www.hiddendunes.com; Silver Shells Beach
staying less than 5 nights.) Destin, Florida (1) Resort at 877-447-3767, web-site

Make your reservations directly withFriends of the Sabbath is hostingww.silvershells.con; and Abbott Realty,
the inn 860-536-5150, and ask for th&estival 2000, a Feast Withoutgroup # 741146 at 800-336-GULF, web-
Northeast Church of God rates. They arBermons at the Crescent, 800-336-5itewww.abbott-resorts.com
good from Friday, October 13 through853 (give cust # 975847). We will For more information, contact CEM,
Sunday, October 22. For further infohave lots of music and Bible readingsP.O. Box 560, Whitehouse, TX 75791;
contact Don Carruthers: 203-333-9214Everyone willing is invited to give a 903-509-2999; fax: 903-509-1139;
e-mail: JDCarruthers@worldnet.att.net; or:  12-15 minute presentation followed bye-mail:  adm@cemnetwork.com;  web-site:

— Rodger Sandsmark: 860-6514discussion. We will explore ancientwi.cemetwork.com.
7690; e-mailxirsandsércn.con  Hebrew Feast Traditions , including the
building of a Sukkah. Contact John

Merritt: 262-567-6488; fax: 262-567- Sevierville, Tennessee
South—East USA 6469; e-mailfriendssabbath@aol .con. This site is jointly sponsored by
Guardian Ministries with David
Orlando, Florida Antion and United Christian Ministries
Destin, Florida (2) with Ray Wooten. Sevierville is a few

Please join us at a Feast of Tabernacl@sis site is sponsored by the Church ahiles from Gatlinburg and Pigeon
site that is not sponsored by any sp&sod, Big Sandy. It will be held atForge in the Smoky Mountains.
cific organization. There will be tradi- Pelican Beach Resort and Conferend@ondominiums are available through
tional services on the High Days. OrCenter, 1002 Highway 98 East, Destinidden Mountain Resorts, 800-541-
the six intervening days, educationaFlorida;  800-654-1966; e-mail:6837; ask for Kay Green. Ask Tony
seminars will be conducted by Mark.eservations@pelican-beach.com; web-site: Funderburg about rooms in the Oak
D. Kaplan. We have scheduled a meet+ttp://test.emeraldcoast.com/coldsun/pbr Tree Lodge, 800-637-7002 or the
ing room at the Days Inn MaingateSpeakers include Mark Gully, Dennigrairfield Inn, 888-429-8300. For more
West. It is located 3.5 miles of WaltMouland, Steve Durham and Daveénformation about the Feast, call UCM
Disney World property. To make aHavir. Contact Shelley Howell; 800-at 888-985-9066.
room reservation call 407-997-100M46-5545;agprosys@aol . com.
and mention “Feast of Tabernacles” to
receive the rock-bottom rate. We rec- North—Central USA
ommend that you reserve as early as Fort Walton Beach, Florida
possible for the best rates. To registéFhis site is sponsored by the Church of  wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
or contact us: God Outreach ministries. For more
— Mark Kaplan 2130 W Crescent Ave information contact lan Hufton; RR2This site is sponsored by the Big Sandy
Apt 1130, Anaheim, CA. 92801 Box 114; hawkins, TX 75765; 903-Church of God and several other inde-
e-mail: feastfeverusa.con  769-3520; fax 903-769-2314; e-mailpendent congregations. It is at the
ihuftoneaol.com. Or, contact JamesRaintree Resort & Conference Center,
Ussery, 15 Purdue Circle, Little Rock,1435 Wisconsin Dells Parkway,

St. Pete Beach, Florida AR 72204; 501-565-7283; fax: 501-Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965; 888-253-
The Church of God in Miami is hosting565-1086; e-mailjdusseaol.com. 4386; fax: 608-253-3192; e-mail:
a Feast site with the House of God gpsales@dellsraintree.com; website:
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www.dellsraintree.con. Speakers include Truth Christian Ministries at beautiful will have tents set up for Oct. 13 and 14
Garry Pifer, Hal Geiger, Dave HavirYorktown Bay Retreat nestled in theso those who wish to stay in the motel
and Tim Lindholm. Contact Shelleybeautiful Ouachita Mountains ofwill have a place to sleep until their
Howell: 800-946-5545;gprosyseaol.con  Central Arkansas. This retreat offersooms become ready Sunday. Motel
or Tim Lindholm: 612-425-5012; the Feast goer a true family atmosphem@om cost is $45 per day.
e-mail: lindholm@usfamily.net. in a beautiful, serene setting. Yorktown There are no specifient site loca-
Bay will become a small community oftions, but there are plenty of level places
. . Brethren all living and sharing mealghat will accommodate tents. Electricity
Branson, Missouri together in fine fellowship, activities can be run from the bathhouses or other
This site is sponsored by the Church aind worship. This retreat is surroundeduildings to the tent areas. Please bring
God in Truth.It will be held from on three sides by the waters of Lakelectrical cords for use in your immedi-
October 10th through 18th. Contact Ouachita which offers boating, swim-ate tent area. Cost is $3 per person, per
James Russell; 800-328-5199. ming and fishing. Feast goers will beday. There are no designatB¥ sites
only minutes from the resort city of Hotbut there are plenty of level spots that
Springs, Arkansas which offers a widewill work. Electricity can be run from
Lake of the Ozarks, MO variety of attractions. nearby buildings. The Cost is $10 per
The Mid-Missouri Church of God is Retreat activities include sailboatingday. There are twbathhousesnear the
pleased to announce a Feast site at Lakanoeing, paddle boating, swimminggcabins and tent areas, each with 6 show-
of the Ozarks. The facility, Ozark Resorfishing, water skiing, hiking, basketball,ers. Bring towels and toiletries.
and Conference Center, is convenientlgoftball, volleyball, ping pong, pool, No pets or alcoholic beverages are
located in Lake Ozark, right at the intercampfire, sing-a-longs and fellowshippermitted at the retreat.
section of Hwy. 54 and Business HwyMany of these items are included with For more information, contact Larry
54 (adjacent to Denny's Restaurantthe accommodations. Lasiter, P.O. Box 102, Russellville, AR
The opening service is 7:30pm: “A Services, Fun Show, and variou§g2811; 501-498-4524.
Time to Rejoice!”. All “Church of God” activities will be held in the beautiful E-mail: 1asiter@ointsoftruth.com; web-
brethren are invited, about 50 to 70 areew dining hall. Worship will begin site:ww.pointsoftruth.com.
expected to attend. The meeting roordaily at 10:30 am. Special Meals will be
can easily seat up to 100. provided on the first and last Holy Days

Services will be held daily, as well afollowing services at no cosBpeakers Wagoner, Oklahoma
several open-forum Bible studies andre still being scheduled but will include Sharing the Feast of Tabernacles
seminars. \Volunteers are needed fdrarry R. Lasiter, founder of Points ofin the past few years, with the advent of
speaking, song-leading, choir, pianoTruth Christian Ministries and pastor ofsmaller groups and organizations in the
playing and special music. An excellenthe Church of God Fellowship inbody of Christ, there has been an
piano and bench will be provided, andRussellville, Arkansas; and Jerryincrease in the number of feast sites,
the sound system promises to be veiloston, who has a television ministryespecially in the USA. Some cities
good! Joining us for at least one servicand serves as pastor of the Church bdfive had four, five or six feast sites
will be the popular instrumental/vocalGod at Little Rock, Arkansas. going on at the same time, with some of
group, “New Beginning”. Musically, we will be blessed with the brethren visiting the various feasts.

Planned activities include the populathe musical talents of Melvin JohnsonMany brethren have commented on
lake cruise, pizza party, a family varietffrom Tennessee, Domenica Gordorhow they have seen a long time friend
show, a hayride, a movie night, and #om Ft. Smith, Arkansas, Joannghat had moved to another organization,
“Pie, Cake & Ice Cream Social”. A nightBoston, from Little Rock, Arkansas,and how good it was to meet again at
of casual dancing is planned if enougliulius Reed, from Vilonia, Arkansas andhe Feast of Tabernacles. Since we all
are interested. Sarah Lasiter, from Russellville,understand there is only one body of

Resort features include an indooArkansas. Christ, consisting of many organiza-
pool, hot tub and sauna. Discounted A Variety of accommodations aretions, groups and individuals, it seems
rates start at $44.95. Camp grounds amdailable: There are Bdge roomsat it would be appropriate to share some
other motels are nearby. $30 per day. Each room has 2 sets of the overlapping feast sites.

For further information or to volun- bunkbeds. Bring your own bedding and After much thought, discussion, and
teer help, contact: Wyatt L. “Duke” towels.Cabins cost $5 per person, perconsideration of the many duplicate
Schneider, 31879 Triangle Cove Roadjay. Each cabin has 4 sets of bunkbedgast locations in America, the Church
Gravois Mills, MO 65037; 573-372- They are wired for electricity but haveof God, International and the Churches
3221; e-mailddinmogmail.usmo.com no heat or lounge furniture. Bringof God Outreach Ministries have
heaters, stove, bedding, towels & toiagreed to share the 2000 Feast of
letries, grill, etc. The on-sitdlotel is Tabernacles site at the Western Hills

South—Central USA owned by the retreat and has 14 unitbodge in Wagoner, Oklahoma. CGl and
but they are in use for Friday andCGOM have mutually agreed to share
Hot Springs, Arkansas Saturday nights, October 13th and 14tlall feast expenses, and all activities and

but will be available Sunday, Oct. 15thservices and other duties that are
This site is sponsored by Points othrough the remainder of the Feast. Wequired for serving the brethren and
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worshipping our Father at this Feast oDutreach” will be coordinated by [
Tabernacles. The offerings will be sepAlfred Harrell, founder of Christic
arately identified for CGOM and CGIl. Leadership Academy. We are also p
The feast co-ordinators will be Romning to invite the public to attend
Elkins of CGI and Bill Fowler of evening lecture concerning the Seve
CGOM. It is the intent of the co-ordi- Day Sabbath.
nators to involve as many brethren as San Antonio is one of Americe
possible in the various duties of servicenost unique cities and the number
and rejoicing at the feast, to show théourist destination in Texas. Ma]
unity of the body of Christ, as it will betourist activities that appeal to b
in the Kingdom of God. grown-ups and children include 1
Come to Wagoner, Oklahoma for HISAlamo, River Walk, Sea World, S
Feast of Tabernacles in 2000, and shaFdags Fiesta Texas, HemisFair F
in the love of our Father, with a commorand the Tower of the Americas, -
desire that will insure the fruit of HisSan Antonio Zoo, and the Japan
Spirit, Love, Joy and Peace. Tea Gardens. There are many o
— Bill Fowler: 316-945-7773; attractions too numerous to ment
e-mail: bfowler@kscable.com  here.
Meetings will be held at the Rame
Inn Conference Center, 10811 I
Lake Texoma, Oklahoma North, San Antonio, TX 78233; 8C
This is the 4th year at this beautiful site797-1234; fax: 210-590-2464. Menti
Questions or information contact:Feast of Tabernacles, Group Code:

Steven and Suzanne Kieler, 2198GOM; Reservation Number: G003- North—West USA

Sheker Drive, Fort Dodge, IA 5050191 to obtain the $54 (plus tax) room

8707; 515-576-5743. rate (up to four people per room). The glendale (Southern) Oregon
E-mail sskieler@juno.com first night's fee must be guaranteed

with credit card or by sending a checlOmega Praise Fellowship will again be
or money order to be received within &ponsoring a Feast of Tabernacles site at
Lake Murray, Oklahoma days of the reservation. Fir Point Bible Conference camp, locat-
This site emphasizes the Hebrew Roots We must fill at least 40 rooms byed about 6 miles off the I-5 interstate
of Christianity. Contact Tim Kelley: September 30, 2000 in order to receivheighway at Glendale, Oregon. Registra-
903-769-2750; e-maiks5154@a01. com. meeting rooms free of charge, so pleag®n will be October 13th and that
register under Feast of Tabernaclesvening there will be a welcome service
reservation. Please make reservatiomsd blessing of the sukkah. A glorious

Austin, Texas early so we can determine if we need tBrv Shabbat banquet will be held on Oc-
The Christian Church of God is sponask for a greater number of rooms to beber 20th. There will be Bible studies,
soring this site. Contact Jeff Boothblocked for us. teachingsl|ots of praise & worship mu-
806-353-4400. The Ramada Inn Conference roomsic and dancing, not to mention time to

seats up to 370 with three break-outelax, hike, bike and play a little volley-
rooms for Youth Bible Classes anddall! The site truly lends itself to a “fam-

Big Sandy, Texas workshops. There is free coffee daily inly reunion” atmosphere—so come pre-
The Big Sandy Church of God is sponmeeting room; microwave & refrigera-pared tgoin in.
soring this site in their own building.tor in all rooms; a swimming pool; The cost will be $240 per person for
Speakers will include Wayne Cole Texas size spa and guest laundry facilroom and all meals. Children under 18
Dave Havir, Ed Mitchell, and Wynn ties. who are accompanied by an adult will be
Skelton. Contact Shelley Howell: For those who would like to camp,free. This year it is our sincere hope that
800-946-5545; e-maikgprosys@aol.com there is an RV Park one mile from theny widows who otherwise would not
Ramada Inn Conference Centerbe able to attend will also be provided
Greentree Village North, 12015for without cost to them.

San Antonio, Texas O’Connor Road, San Antonio, TX Accommodations at Fir Point include
The Church of God San Antonio (affil-78233; 210-655-3331. It is important taustic cabins, a lodge, and RV parking.
iated with the Churches of Godmake reservations early to be ahead &f deposit of $50 for a single or $100 for
Outreach Ministries) for the third timethe snow birds. a family will secure your place at the
and by popular request will host the For more information, contact: site!! If you would like more informa-
Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San— Julian Cruz, 219 Whitefield Avenue,tion, send a request to: Omega Praise
Antonio—the Alamo City. All brethren  San Antonio, TX 78223; 210-333-7229Fellowship of Southern Oregon, 1720-A

regardless of organizational affiliation e-mail: jcruz@ix.netcon.con  Redwood Avenue PMB 48, Grants Pass,
are welcomed to attend with us. web-site:churchofgodsa.com  OR 97527-6075; 541-479-0467 or 541-
Workshops on “Evangelism and 837-3642.
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the United States and Canada. ServicesWe are planning to have services daily

South—West USA will be geared towards furthering of theexcept two midweek days when we will
meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles. have two interactive studies. Other
Ventura, California There will be Interactive Bible planned activities are a lunchtime cruise

This site is jointly sponsored byStudies and Seminars. Many groupith a BBQ on one of the boats, a family
Guardian Ministries with David Antion activities will be held at the Toronto Skiafternoon, a quiz night, a social and an
and United Christian Ministries with Club premises in Collingwood. Theevening of movies. If you are interested in
Ray Wooten. The Holiday Inn is rightCanadian Church of God is a group gbining us, you are more than welcome.
on the beach—every room has an oceamdividual fellowships who see the need Write to us at Endeavor Hills Church
view. It is within walking distance of to come together from time to time toof God, P.O. Box 179, Endeavor Hills,
downtown shops, restaurants and theeollaborate on shared ministries and twictoria 3802, Australia.
aters. To make reservations, call 805urther the gospel and understanding
648-7731, mention Guardian ministrieamong believers.
and ask for the $79 per night package. We hope that your feast experience  Baguio City, Philippines
For more information, call UCM at with us will be an enriched one. Jernjf you look at a map of the world, the
888-985-9066. Schut is the coordinator and he can behilippine Islands look like a miniature
reached at (905) 725-7167. For informaprofile flung out into the open sea. From
tion about accommodation, please visén armchair, you might think, “How can
Catalina Island, California us atww.canadianchurchofgod.com or write those clumps stand baking heat, howling
The beautiful Island of Catalina is locatto: Canadian Church of God, P.O.Boxvinds and storms, several earthquakes,
ed 26 miles off the coast of Long Beach476, Don Mills Station, Don Mills, Ont. bombings, uprisings, the occasional vol-

California. It is a veritable paradise and M3C 2T4. cano, the president’'s advisers?” But if
perfect setting to celebrate God’s soon you're here, among the whistling bam-
coming Kingdom. Experience family boos, lean coconut trees, broad-armed
activities and dynamic messages with Llandudno, England acacias, you'll know.

long time members of God's church. ArThis year's UK Festival of Tabernacles By the grace of the Eternal God, we

intimate setting, and a family environ-s planned for the North Wales area imre still able to have the freedom to

ment to connect with your family of faith. Lliandudno. There’s ample accommodacome together during the cycle of His

The Church of God, Restored ha$ion (46 rooms) in the hotel and bookingfestivals.

negotiated an extraordinary rate with that a special rate, should be made through The address of the Feast site is:

convention site. The package include€onwy Country Borough Council, 1 Oring-ao Hall, Teachers Camp,

your travel from the port of Long BeachChapel Street, Llandudno, LL30 2SYBaguio City, Philippines.

8 nights in a premier hotel, and includegTel: 01492-574005). Plenty of alterna- Why, after more than 30 years are we

meals and tour activities. Send for youtive accommodation is also availablelways led to choose Baguio City as a site

Feast of Tabernacle Package from:  locally. All other enquiries regardingfor the High Festival? It is set apart. A
— Church of God, Restored; accommodation, should be addressed taty on top of a mountain. And quite in

PO Box 1682, Simi Valley, CA 93062; — Gerald Kirby, Ty Cerrig, Betws the clouds. Beautiful, and for us in the
805-527-2810; e-maitogrejuno.con  Gwerfil Goch, Corwen, LL21 9PD; concrete pile, temporary. Land route from
tel: 01490-460414. Manila passes through ricefields, grazing

land, rivers, mountain ranges. By the time

Angel Fire, New Mexico you have climbed the winding zigzag

Meetings will be sponsored by the Yarrawonga-Mulwala, Australia road, the scent of pine trees has the power
Church of God, Big Sandy and held afs we did last year, we are planning tdo blot out the memory of the city, and set
the Angel Fire Community Center; 71go to Yarrawonga-Mulwala for the Feasthe mind toward things above.

Valley Road; 505-377-1544. Speakersf Tabernacles, a pretty place built on What we can share with you is every-
will include Dave Havir, Wayne Cole, the Mulwala Lake on the Victoria-Newthing we have. We'll greet you with open

Reg Killingley and John Warren.South Wales border. arms, soapy hands and muddy shoes. Be-
Contact Shelley Howell; 800-946- Yarrawonga-Mulwala boasts a mildcause this year has taught us more lessons
5545; e-mailagprosys@aol . com climate around September and Octobef being free under God. We've met peo-

and has plenty of accommodationgjle who drop by, people who walk in af-

including motels, hotels, resorts, countryer hearing the hymn singing from the

International clubs, caravan parks, units, houses, batreet, people from other fellowships,

and breakfasts and host farms. Theeople who come and go, people who
Collingwood, Ontario, Canada township has no less than 18 eatinggome and stay. We have learned that love

houses and offers various activities suds not all bliss and smooth sailing.

The Canadian Church of God will beas fishing, waterskiing, parasailing, Every day is a conscious, prayerful

sponsoring the Feast of Tabernacles morseriding and golf, among others.  effort to work with our differences and

The Collingwood Area of Ontario, There are homesteads to visit, an anito things together, with one spirit. So

Canada. Speakers will be drawn fronmal farm, cruises on the lake and sever-

various Churches of God from acrosal wineries within easy driving distance. Continued on page 31
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We print a representative sampling
of our mail—both positive and neg-
ative. We do not include names
unless we are fairly sure that the
writer would not object. To avoid
any difficulty, writers should spec-
ify how much of their name and
address they would like us to
print.

Thanks For the Literature
Plus Another Question

LETTER: May 20, 1999

Thank you for the literature. We really appre-
ciate your effort in studying both the issues of
ecclesiastical government and financial support.

Where are you in studying how we can best
praise and proclaim “the name” of our Father?
I'm convinced that the Catholics and the
Protestants fall short and that many in the
“sacred names movement” have gone too far. |
am concerned that our Anglicized versions of the
Greek transcriptions from the fifth century and
later may not provide an accurate portrayal of
how the apostles related to the heavenly Father,
any more than they are authoritative on the issue
of ordination. We know that by that time the Jews
refused to pronounce His Name, claiming it was
too sacred and the Greek philosophers preferred
the general term “theos” to the name of the god
of any nation.

Is part of the end-time Elijah work the pro-
claiming to both physical and spiritual Israel that
their “El is Yah”, as the name implies? Is it true to
say that our Elohim is Yahweh? Is it the same as
saying “our God is the Eternal? One thing that
concerns me is that we try to transliterate the
other proper names in scripture except the most
important, which we insist on translating. Why is
that?

| really respect your objectivity and attention
to detail and would appreciate your insight on
this matter.

— David Swaim

nounce it, many appearingtands, but is offensive only to a very few.
credible, | realized that it — NSE
would take me months to sift
through the evidence and
come to a conclusion. Since
the Greek New Testament
that has been preserved dodsETTER: Jan 16, 2000

not attempt to reproduce this | have a copy of your article titled Biblical
name at all, but does haveé€alendar Basics and dated December 1995.
transliterations of other Hebrew word%his is the preliminary version. Have you yet
(Abba—Father, etc.), it is hard for me toompleted the expanded version? If so, please
believe that maintaining the exact pronumeuld you send me a copy.

ciation was of major importance to the — Helen Carboni, Cape Town, South Africa
Eternal.

Was there a conspiracy to destroy dREsPoNsE: | made a few minor changes
manuscripts that used the Hebrew versitm the article, but never greatly expanded
of the name? If so, who did it. There was It would take many hours to try to
no centralized “Catholic church” in thecover all of the major calendar systems
second and third centuries. If someorikat have been proposed—and to cover all
had that much control over what peoplef the verses that people believe are relat-
wrote in manuscripts, then why were thegd to the calendar. | think this would make
not able to suppress the many minor vaa-helpful paper, but | believe that it would
ations that exist in the various manuiot solve the calendar issue for most peo-
scripts? ple. There would still be a variety of cal-

Furthermore, if proclaiming the exacendars among Sabbatarian groups. The
pronunciation of the Eternal's name werBible contains clear commands to assem-
a very important thing, why does the issuge with brethren on holy days, so | meet
never come up in any of the letterwith other believers when they assemble.
instructing the Gentiles? If the Jews diflhe commands for when to start the
not speak the name, they would have toonths are less clear. In the Old
learn it from the Christians. When Paulestament, there was no provision for an
spoke to the Greek philosophers at thmedividual to determine when a month
Areopagus, he described to them wHmegan—the Day of Attonement sacrifce
their “Unknown God” really was (Actswas offered on the day determined by the
17:22-32). He did not give them a name@riests—an individual who calculated
He described Him as the Creator and totthother date had no way to have this sac-
about many other things that He doesfice performed on his behalf.

When we use the term “God” to the main- Well, | don’t need to write another
stream Christian world, they think of thepaper here, but | think it will be some time
creator God of the Bible. before | get back to calendars.

Nevertheless, | am very comfortable
with various pronunciations of the
Hebrew names for the Eternal and | use
some of them when | pray or when | talk
to others who use them.

My guess is that the KJV translators
liked the symmetry of using “Lord” for LETTER: Feb 23, 2000
YHVH in the Old Testament and for |finally finished reading Norman S. Edwards’
Kurios in the New Testament, and thepecond edition of How Does the Eternal Govern
“God” for Elohim in the OT and’heosin  Through Humans? and | have to say that | am
the NT. This probably fits their concept ofery pleased at the open and honest attitude
the Trinity. | think we would be a lot bettewhich seems to be behind its creation and the
off if separate words were used to translageality of biblically accurate information it relates.
YHVH in the OT andKurios in the NT. Some of us have been, strictly speaking,

When | write to an audience that mightnconnected to so-called Church organizations

Request for article

SES

— NSE

How Does the Eternal
Govern Through Humans?

REsPoNSE: When | read all of theinclude “Sacred Name” people, | use “thier some time now trying to focus on uncovering
Scriptures saying that YHWH is HisEternal” for YHWH and Christ (which and helping reveal the real Gospel and its pur-
Name, | thought it was very important toneans “anointed”) for Jesus. Yes, | aipvse for each individual and the Congregation of
pronounce it the right way. Then | read savoiding their names, but | am speakingBelievers in general. Part of that has focused on
many different papers on how to proanguage that nearly everyone undethe issue of church government and therefore
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much of what Mr. Edwards teaches has been
touched on by us. In this pursuit, beyond looking
deeply and correctly into the true meanings of
original Greek, Aramaic, Hebrew and Chaldean
wordings, we have had occasion to use many
writings of scholars and researchers from a num-
ber of disciplines, churches, schools, efc...
There has been much useful information discov-
ered on which to build but this is the first occa-
sion | know of where | could recommend a
complete (and large) work in its entirety without
proviso or reservations.

Of course, the entire issue of Churches mis-
lead by Catholic-inspired scholarly fraud is far
more extensive than Mr. Edward’s work but, as
pertaining to the issue of Church Government,
this is undoubtedly the most thorough and accu-
rate work available today. | don't see any reason
not to simply put this forward as the standard for
seekers of information on correct Church struc-
ture. And | will be encouraging others to follow
my lead in liberally quoting (in proper context and
with full credits) this paper when dealing with any
issue related to deliberate misinterpretation of
scripture being used as a tool of power and
manipulation.

Please let me know if you have a more recent
edition or other related material which | may find
useful to expounding the Scriptures.

— David Hinkley

sending here. It is very informative and easy to
understand. Personally | like the way you speak
in your videos. You do not criticize other religions
rather you teach straight to the point the things
you ought to say. | also like the style of writing
you use in your articles. It makes it more inter-
esting for me to read your articles.

At my age, somehow reading text articles is a
boring thing but when come to your article | seem
to like reading. There are times | don't have time
but once I'm free | read your articles. | pray that
God would continue to shower you with his
blessing and wisdom. Encourage you more to
write more articles. Again Thank You for the arti-
cles, it is a great help for me to understand the
Bible and practical things around.

— Abigail Pia Perpetua L Magat

Even if it just opens the door to you really
sharing what you do and believe with one
or two people, it is probably worth it.

Other people have other talents and
serve in other ways. Even though they are
personally serving, some still want to use
their financial resources to serve God in
some way. Romans 12:8 clearly lists “giv-
ing” as a spiritual gift. For some people,
this may be their primary spiritual gift.
(However, it is clearly unbiblical to treat
church members like “giving” is thenly
spiritual gift that they could have.) God
does not specify how much a believer is
to give any more than He specified how
much time they should pray, how much
time they should spend helping others,
etc. He or she must pray about it and work

RESPONSE: I'm glad that you haveit out with the Eternal—knowing that He
enjoyed the videos. | have not made amyill not be fooled.

videos myself, but others have at confer- The amount given may not be near as
ences where | have spoken. | think videamportant asvhereit is given. Giving $50
are a good way of teaching, but we simphere is not the same as giving $50 there. If

have not had time to make videos.
— NSE

Request to Correspond

LETTER: Mar 15, 2000
Appreciate the fine research and balanced

RESPONSE: The latest version oHow commentary you (and your staff) do. | think of all
Does the Eternal Govern Througthe Church of God ministries we've searched
Humans?is August 1998. There are twaut, yours is the one we'd like to support the
older versions, I'm not sure which younost. I'll work on making adjustments to our con-
have. Thank you very much for the encouiribution disbursements.
agement. | agree that the fraud of false reli- Liz and | have two web site ministries of our
gion far exceeds the scope of my writing.olwn, so this consumes money as you know, in
may write more on it another time. equipment/supplies sometimes, and in reading
I am sending you some other literatumeaterial especially. We also have a gospel hour
that we have and a complete list of all that lead for some retirement centers. So there
we have distributed. We have two biare these types of expenses to consider as well.
monthly publications:Servants’ News- In this last issue you printed a comment by a
aimed at people with a “Church of Godfella named Harry Curley in Altadena, California.
background; andshelter in the Word- | would like to correspond with him personally. If
aimed at people with a generalou have his address or email on record, could
“Christian” background. We will add youyou let him know. I'm at RobinSyngs@aol.com or
to the subscription list. address: 6413 Stephan Ct. S.E., Lacey, WA
Do you currently worship with any98503. Thanks for your help if able.
others? We are always interested in pub- — Robin Todd
lishing the experience of others who have

worshipped outside of corporate walls fdREsPoNsE: Thanks for the encouraging
letter. | think your approach is a fine exam-

a number of years.
— NSE

you are trying to help people who lost
their homes due to flooding in India, you
might be able to search religious maga-
zines, church bulletin boards, or the
Internet and find a charity staffed by vol-
unteers that has been audited and proven
to ensure that 100% of the amount you
give actually ends up in the hands of the
needy people. On the other hand, you may
be called at home or see a TV commercial
by an organization with a nice marketing
line stirring you to contribute to the very
same cause. They may speak very respect-
fully of you and even offer you a plague or
certificate if you give to a certain level.
But some of these organizations give as
little as 1% of their total intake to the
needy people. You would need to give
$5,000 to do the same amount of good as
giving $50 to the first charity.

It is not as simple to compare the effi-
ciency of groups that preach the gospel—it
is harder to measure the fruit. Nevertheless,
some certainly appear more efficient than
others. We can always ask our Father in
faith to show us and help us know.

| know this is a long answer for a short
letter, but thank you for wading through it.
— NSE

Seen on Video

LETTER: Mar 15, 2000
Thank you very much for the articles you are
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ple of a personal ministering. You ar .
skilled at singing and artistry, so you singeaSt Of the Passover Beglns

for retired people, and have a website fothe Evening of 17th Aprll—
others. In the course of many years, one Not the 18th

humble website may help point thousands

of people in the right direction, and maLETTER: Apr 12, 2000
change the lives of a few dozen others. Because of its relevance for those who will be

Mar/Apr 2000


mailto:robinsyngs@aol.com

SERVANTS’ NEWS

observing the Feast of the Passover in a few
days time, you may wish to forward this to those
you know.

Feast of the (2nd) Passover (the Sabbath)—
evening of the 17th, day of the 18th Feast of
Unleavened Bread—evening of the 18th, day of
the 19th. The new moon day began on the
evening of the 4th of April i.e. the first day of the
month. Counting 14 days to get to the 14th day
of the month at even = 4 Apr, 5 Apr, 6 Apr, 7 Apr,
8 Apr, 9 Apr, 10 Apr, 11 Apr, 12 Apr, 13 Apr, 14
Apr, 15 Apr, 16 Apr, 17 Apr. Thus the 14th day of
the month begins on the evening of the 17th April
(not the 18th as the Hebrew calendar states).

This means the start of the 15th day of the
month and the night of the full moon is the
evening of the 18th April, and not the 19th as the
Hebrew calendar states.

| have posted on this before and it is available
in detail on my web pages:

http://members.xoom/com/
lornathomas/20march2000.htm

http://members.xoom/com/
lornathomas/cyclespatterns.htm

As | also wrote | believe the 1st Abib was on
6th March because there was no intercalated
13th month in 2000. This was instead in 1 March
1999.

This belief is based on the positions of the
moon and stars. Each month the full moon rises
fairly close to the time of the setting sun. Each
month the full moon rises in a different constella-
tion. In the first month Abib it rises before or with
the first stars of Virgo. This it did on the night of
the full moon of 15th Abib (meaning ‘ear of
corn’). This was 20 March, the Passover began
on the evening of the 19th, new moon was on the
6th March.

It is important to note that the full moon of
Abib must not rise after Spica (meaning ‘ear of
wheat'), the bright star of Virgo. And it WILL do
so on the night of the 18th April, and rise even
further down on the evening of the 19th, rising in
the constellation of Libra away from the constel-
lation of Virgo.

The evening of April 4th thus begins the 1st of
the second month and the evening of the 17th
April begins the 14th of the second month. The
17th April should then be kept as the evening of
the second Passover.

The entire day of the 14th Abib is the Feast of
the Passover. The night of the 14th God passed
over the firstborn of Israel. It was the night Christ
ate the Passover and was betrayed. The 14th is
a Sabbath and the first day of the 7 days of
unleavened bread. The evening of the 18th April
begins the 15th of the second month.

On the night of the 15th Abib God brought
ancient Israel out of Egypt together with their
flocks. It was also the first day they could begin
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to harvest the corn. It is not a Sabbath day. It is
the 2nd day of the 7 days of unleavened bread.

Just a reminder of how to tell when the new
moon will be ahead of time from the moon prior
to sunrise. Many people wonder how it is possi-
ble to know when the new moon will be ahead of
time when it is so difficult or impossible to see in
the late afternoon.

The evening of the new moon was 4th April.
If you took the opportunity to see the waning
crescent in the predawn sky prior to new moon
you would be able to tell by visual observation
ahead of the new moon when the new moon
would occur from the early morning sky.

When the sun and moon set on the evening
that began new moon day, the 4th, they set fair-
ly close to each other. Earlier that morning, you
would not have seen the crescent, but on the
morning of the 3rd you would have seen a very
thin crescent probably about an hour before sun-
rise in the darkish part close to the horizon, visi-
ble for about half a handbreadth up until about
half an hour before sunrise, fading against the
lightening sky in the minutes before sunrise.

On the 2nd you would have seen a thin cres-
cent but still easily visible in the dark sky about
two hours before sunrise and about two hand-
breadths from the eastern horizon.

On the 1st April you would have seen the
crescent about 3 handbreadths up 3 hours
before sunrise. e.g. moonrise Apr 01 3:25, Apr
02 4:24, Apr 03 5:24, Apr 04 6:26.

So again, | emphasize that the time to visual-
ly observe when to keep the new moon is prior
to the new moon and before sunrise rather than
after sunset.

With many about to keep the Feast of
Unleavened Bread in a few days time, one
thought we might keep in mind, is the exhortation
to keep the Feast not with malice and wicked-
ness but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth (1Cor 5:8).

Many interpersonal problems are caused by
a failure to replace the former qualities with the
latter.

Are we going to keep the Feast this year with
malice and wickedness? Who do we feel malice
towards? Spouse, friend, boss, workmate, neigh-
bour, minister, member? Will we determine to be
rid of the malice which in fact causes us to sin in
thought and in deed.

What is malice? Malice is a desire to hurt
someone else or see something bad happen to
them. Malice makes us seethe with hostility to
others. It may stem from pride or from hurt feel-
ings or from envy. Instead of esteeming others
we loathe them and concentrate on their every
flaw and try and expose them to others to help
justify our own feelings. Malice is gossiping
about someone, rather than having the courage

to try to sort out problems. Malice is rejoicing
when someone gets hurt. Its root emotion is
hate, not love. It is bearing ill will towards some-
one. It is feeling malevolent and spiteful and out
to ‘get’ others because of real or imagined
wrongs. It is wanting revenge. To see others hurt
as much as or more than you have been hurt. It
is feeling bitter and allowing that bitterness to
grow and harden your heart and crush your spir-
it—and quench God’s Spirit. Malice is wanting
evil more than desiring good for another human
being. It is unforgiving and grudge-bearing, even
years down the road. Malice like pride shows on
our face. And it's not a pretty picture.

Sincerity and truth on the other hand are puri-
ty and light. Truth makes us free—and that
includes free from sin. So many of our problems
could be sorted out if we would employ sincerity
and truth with others and with ourselves. (The
word of God is Truth and that is where our doc-
trinal problems will be sorted out too, not looking
to this person or that—not tossed to and fro by
every doctrinal twist and perversion. We must
accept the Bible for what it is saying, rather than
trying to put our own or other’s interpretation to it,
rejecting what it is actually saying.)

Sometimes the first step in overcoming our
problems or sins is being truthful with ourselves
and admitting we do indeed have a problem or
sin that is hurting ourselves or others.
Sometimes we have to have the courage to go to
someone else whose sin is obvious to all but
themselves and meekly bring it to their attention
because at that stage they are blinded to the
truth through the deceitfulness of sin.

If we don't get rid of sin in its early stages it is
going to spread and hurt not only one person but
many others. If we don't love the truth enough
but are prepared to live with a lie, we compro-
mise with sin and then have to endure the pain it
brings. By mercy and truth, iniquity is purged.

— Lorna Thomas

RESPONSE: Lorna, | receive a number of
posts and articles like yours in regard to
Passover and the Days of Unleavened
Bread. They usually have two parts: the
calendar/chronology and the spiritual
meaning. The calendar/chronology parts
are almost always different—each author
going to the scriptures that they believe
are “clear” and interpreting other scrip-
tures based upon those. Each includes the
history or astronomy that makes sense to
them (e.g. you start the year based on the
location of the moon in constellations—
you can find scriptures that talk about
using the moon and stars for signs, but
you cannot find one that says “start the
year when the moon can be seen...”
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However, when it comes to the spirituweight, and finally come to see we indeed did
al meaning, most of the writers agreserve our own creation rather than the creator.
They all have a particular area of empha- Someone recently said to me they had run
sis, but they do not contradict each othenmpletely out of options in regards to who to fol-
| think yours was particularly good and low, and were discouraged by it all. This person
plan to read it to my family. said, “l don't trust any leader any longer.” My

The dead sea scrolls and other histoanswer was, “Well yes, you indeed do have one
cal documents prove beyond doubt thagtion left open to you, and that is the very work
there were calendar controversies at thed has been doing these last few years. This
time of Christ. Yet, the New Testamentork of men has been exposed for what it is, and
makes no effort to explain them in detaihow it is time for you to turn your heart toward
However, there is a lot of emphasis dhe one who counts.”
learning spiritual lessons. My studies on | am coming to see that to learn well how not
Eternal Judgment indicate that thede do things will be an invaluable lesson on out
lessons are the most important. | will havigto eternity, and will give us a much deeper
no difficulty instantly switching to appreciation of the right way of doing things long
Christ's true Calendar if He miraculouslynto the future. With our past experiences to draw
reveals it to me in this life, or in the life tdrom, it will be unlikely we could ever be encour-
come. Most other believers | know nowaged to rebel against God’s way of life any time
would say the same thing (probably a fein the future after what we have been through.
would argue with Christ and insist thalVe have lots to be thankful for.
they had figured it our correctly). Also, You know, we of all people have made an
most believers from 300 AD to 1700 ADabsolute mockery of the first three command-
probably had no good way of knowingnents, and are only now getting into a position to
what the true calendar was (most histosge and understand the reason for it. A few by
and astronomy was simply not availableeking and searching will come to see things in
to most people). a different perspective in the days to come. As

However, if we have not learned théhat happens, it will become God's work rather
spiritual lessons, we cannot instantlpan a work of men with the fruits following.
switch to begin doing those things. [fhose few who meet those conditions will be
takes time to see the malice and wickeugkry content in being just servants of God with all
ness in ourselves for what it is and to adle glory passed on to our Father, and taking
the Eternal for his way insteadnone for self. No, all is not lost. The great God of
Thanks for your post. this broad universe is still very much in charge
and we still are part of that well thought out plan
that was started long before we came on the
scene.

Norm, would you send us the Scattered
Brethren list. Thank you, and our prayers go with
your efforts.

— Bernice and John Kilough, Horseshoe Bend,
Arkansas

— NSE

Unloading Excess Baggage

LETTER: May 4, 2000

My wife and | for the first time spent this Holy
Day at home. Part of the day was spent in
reviewing your recent article How Biblical is the
Two-Class System?. As we were getting on into
it, my wife made a comment to me. She said you
know if | didn’t know better, | would assume you
had written that article as that is the line of
thought you have been on for some time. My
response back to her was that God is directingall and defended

his adherence

of our thought processes if we were in the frame
of mind to simply allow him to guide and direct
us. | sincerely believe the very work that is going
on at this time is that the climate is right for our
Father to show us where we have been wrong in
the past.

Most of us brought so much excess baggage
with us when leaving W. W. and have been so
weighted down from it causing us not to be able
to see the forest for the trees. It has taken a few
years for us to unload ourselves of that awful
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of some religious group, followed it, and
died thinking they were following God. |
have no idea how God decides who to
show the error of their ways and who not
to. But the Scripture says he “reveals
them unto babes”. | keep thinking about
this scripture, which | used to classify as
just rather obscure:

Matthew 11:20-25 — “Then He began
to rebuke the cities in which most of His
mighty works had been done, because
they did not repent. ‘Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if
the mighty works which were done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago in sack-
cloth and ashes. But | say to you, it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the
day of judgment than for you. And you,
Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven,
will be brought down to Hades; for if the
mighty works which were done in you
had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day. But | say to you
that it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judgment than for
you.” At that time Jesus answered and
said, ‘I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that You have hidden these
things from the wise and prudent and
have revealed them to babes.’”

Christ clearly has a way of fairly com-
paring Tyre, Sidon and Sodom which had
little of His truth to the educated Jewish
people of the first century who had much
truth. He must also have a way of com-
paring people who were stuck following
big religious organizations with those
who understood the truth. Fairly judging
all of the billions of people who have each
lived millions of minutes in millions of
different situations seems a complex task
beyond belief. But when 1 look at the

RESPONSE: | am indeed very thankful thatcomplexity of the Universe and the living
the Eternal has shown many others attings that He made, | am confident that
myself that we were following men wherde can do it. May each of us please the
we thought we were following God. ArEternal in what we do.

ardent HWA follower recently wrote me
to

— NSE

everything HWA taught with this scrip-ﬁCG LCG or Direct to ChﬂSt7
i) , ¢

ture: “Jesus answered and said unto the
This is the work of God, that ye believe

on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29) LETTER:

May 5, 2000

found this nearly blasphemous as Christ | read with interest several articles in the lat-
was clearly talking about Himself, but thigst SN (Jan/Feb). One short article mentioned
man sincerely believed that Christ anitle apparent loss of a popular web site for old
Herbert Armstrong will be there in theHWA and WCG writings. | would like to mention
judgment to reward him for his diligenceanother site, while not using PDF files, that has

Nevertheless, if we look at most of hisaumerous old out of print booklets on line in

tory, we see most people were a mem~B¢FML

The
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http://home.sprynet.com/~pabco/index.htm and
it is currently still on line.
| also read your various articles under the
topic of “Continuing the Work of the Worldwide
Church of God?". You may recall through our
previous correspondence that my wife and |
have been associated with GCG since leaving
WCG in 1995. After the ousting of Mr. Meredith
in November of 1998 and the subsequent accu-
sations and counter accusations that ensued,
our local congregation in Belleville, IL chose to
not take sides and has to this day remained an
independent, or dependent (on God and His son)
as | would prefer to be called, Church of God. We
have not incorporated and in fact have specifi-
cally decided that incorporation would be a mis-
take, at this time, for our group. We have recently
decided to conduct our own Feast site this fall
although | would prefer to not mention the loca-
tion until more details are available and contracts
have been made. It is my hope and desire to
make this site available to all who may be inter-
ested in attending and | will keep you posted.
Take care and keep up the good work.
— Michael F. Wilson, Mount Vernon, lllinois

and warnings:

Anti-Virus Research and Development Team:
http://www.datafellows.com

| hope this information will be helpful to your
readers. | have found in the last few weeks that
it is best to check out my e-mails before | pass
them on thru the Internet. Most all of these
“chain-letter” types of e-mails are a “hoax”.

A friend and reader of Servants’ News,

— John Strouth, Noth Carolina

Old Testament give the true history of the
kings and prophets—both good and bad.
The WCG tended to publish only what
was good about itself. It is sad that people
think they have to “protect God and His
Work” by covering up the truth. | think
we should tell the truth on the testimony
of two or three witnesses.There have been
millions of leaders of all kinds throughout
history who have lied and distorted the
truth to make “their side” look better. |

REsPoNSE: Thanks for the information.hope everyon one who believes in God's
There are a number of other such “antivay has the faith to know that they do not
hoax” sites in the USA. The Internet cahave to join them.

be a powerful means of communicating If someone eitheknows about these
the truth. As our news media becomeapesor knows that they are a hoax and
increasingly controlled by big businesthe stories about them are falskwould
and government, the Internet provideswery much appreciate them contacting us.

way where truth can travel rapidly at a
“grass-roots” level. However, this will

only work if each person acts as an intel-
ligent filter, passing on only things that

— NSE

Origin of Christ and Satan

they have a good reason to believe are

true. If everyone passes on anything jUEETTER:

May 1, 2000

because it sounds exciting, without tryinDear Norm,

to determine the truth of it, the Internet Have you read the latest Prophecy Flash?
REsPONSE: Now that your group is inde-will become like so much bar-room offhe article on the signs in the heaven was inter-
pendent, it is free to fellowship and coplayground gossip.

operate with any other Sabbatarians who — NSE
will work with you. You are free to
engage in whatever local evangelism
Christ makes possible. You can raise your
children not to “stay in the XYZ Church

of God” till they die, but to assemble eacE .
Sabbath with similarly-minded brethre ETIER:

Does Anyone Have HWA
Evidence?
May 3, 2000

wherever they can find them.

Hi Norm & Friends,

Please send information about your |am trying to catch Dr. Lochner who is hard

Feast site when it is ready.
— NSE

Like News of Local Fellowships

LETTER: April 23, 2000
| received my latest issue of Servants’ News
yesterday, and | have read most of it already. |
must commend you on an excellent issue—
maybe the best one yet. | especially enjoy read-
ing about what other fellowships are doing,
including Rich Schulz's efforts at the orphanage.
Keep up the good work.
— Lenny Cacchio, Missouri.

Don’t Pass On Uncertain Posts

LETTER: November 29, 1999
Following is a website | have found to be very
helpful in double checking my e-mail messages
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to keep up with. | have tried phoning him but he
never seems to be home. According to
Robinson’s Tangled Web there are also manu-
scripts of the famous tapes [of Herbert
Armstrong confessing massive personal sin].
Would you or Pam have any idea about them?

Also, | understand that there was a three hour
tape made of the interview with [Stanley] Rader
[in 1979] (“60 Minutes"—Mike Wallace) as the
WCG hid a microphone under Wallace’s chair.
One of the CBS anchor men claimed that CBS
has a copy and according to the AR website they
do too. AR claims that after playing it to the
church in Hawaii over 90% of the Hawaiian
brethren quit the church. Do you know anything
about it? | would like to get a copy—even if | had
to pay for it.

Thanks much

— Mary Lane

esting but, on page 12 Bill writes “Interestingly, it
appears that at one time, aeons ago, Lucifer was
created about the same time as the Logos, who
became Christ...” | would have thought that Bill
knew that the Logos was the one that created all
things created.

Some of his articles are very good, but when
| came to this statement, | have my doubts about
his wisdom.

All for now.

— Ed and Betty Armstrong, Murray, Utah

RESPONSE: | am sure that Bill
Dankenbring would have an answer for
your question. Studying these things is
probably more important than studying
the latest fashion or entertainment. Rather
than answer this, | would like to point out
that the origin and nature of God, Christ
and Satan has been debated by theolo-
gians for years. Churches have split and
gone to war over it. People tend to think
that those who expound these subjects
must be spiritual and “close to God”. But
do the Scriptures give great praise for
those who can explain these things?
Look:
[Cornelius,] a devout man and one
who feared God with all his house-
hold, who gave alms generouslyto

REsPONSE: | do not know the answers to the people, andrayed to God always
these questions, but | would be interesteqActs 10:2).

in knowing who does. The books of the

For all of us make many mistakes.
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Anyone whomakes no mistakes in Dave Pack Feedback
speakingis perfect, able to keep the

whole body in check with a bridle. LETTER: April 20, 2000
(Ims 3:2, NRSV). Thank you for letting the public know what a
Brethren, if a man is overtaken in liar and evil person Dave Pack truly is, though |
any trespass, you who are spiritual don't think it will help those who follow him
restore such a oria a spirit of gen- because they idolize HWA. | hope it will prevent
tleness considering yourself lest you others from considering joining his group. | feel
also be tempted (Gal 6:1). sorry for [names of two men removed] who were
And though | have the gift of Pack’s hench men. They realized they made a
prophecy, and understand all myster- mistake after Pack turned on them. They went
ies and all knowledge, and though | along with Pack’s lies as long as he stroked their
have all faith, so that | could remove egos. | am sorry his staff had to learn such a
mountains,but have not love | am  hard lesson, but at least their eyes were open to

nothing (1Cor 13:2). what a truly evil man Dave Pack really is.
When we give account of ourselves in | too have learned a lesson to never be part
the day of judgement, | somehow do naif a hierarchical church organization. | am a
think that we will be asked to explain thenember of a small group in Akron who exercise
origins of Christ, Satan and the AngelsGod's Spirit each Sabbath. We are totally inter-
But | do think we will be asked aboutactive and inter-dependent and we do not play
how we treated others, how much of outapes, but we all serve as teachers and minis-
life we lived for Christ and how much weters in learning God’s word. No man leads this

lived for ourself.
—NSE

Christians and Athletics

LETTER: April 26, 2000
Greetings from North Dakota on this Last
Day of Unleavened Bread. We hope you had a
nice Feast day. We listened to a tape by Richard
Ritenbaugh titled “Be Still"—was a very good
tape. It goes on to show that we have to slow
down so we can see God's instruction for us and
not be so caught up in this world; we thought it
proper for this last day of the feast.
| have a question for you. Our girls are in
sports basketball and track—they do not com-
pete on the Sabbath. It is hard for them because
they would like to. but we have brought them up
to rest on the Lord’s Sabbath. We tell them to
give thanks to Jesus Christ for the talent they
have and to be lights to those around them,
there is both good and bad in sports we tell them
no matter what, win, lose or draw, always give
thanks to their heavenly Father and be good
sports for all to see. What is your view on
sports? And do you have any literature on this
subject? [literature request omitted]
Thank you and again have a nice Feast day.
Your friends in Christ,
— Ron & Kathy Volk, North Dakota
e-mail: rkvwgn@daktel.com

group, only Jesus Christ the true head of the
Church. We now have a web site:
http://members.truepath.com/akron_fellowship.
Please feel free to see what we are all about.
Norm, | am very appreciative of your service
and all of those who serve on Servants’ News.
We need your paper. May God continually bless
your work.
Thanks,
— Will Blair, Ohio

you could really call them), otherwise he would-
n't have gone so easy on him. For some reason,
for which | don't really understand now, myself
and some other Sabbath keepers listened to
Bill's tapes more on than off for close to three
years. Much of Bill's tapes, at the beginning of
them at least, were taken up with diatribes
against anyone who didn't go along with his par-
ticular beliefs, especially Pentecost and
Passover dates and how to properly keep them.
His speech and manner were often border-
line profane. It got to the point where we had to
screen tapes because of the newer baptized
members and young people who were part of
our services. No real agape love there for any-
one who didn't go along with Bill. This plus his
preaching on the necessity of prayer shawls and
tzits (Pharisees?) led our group to question why
we needed to continue listening to this man who
was so full of himself. Like an answer to prayer,
when Bill uttered the classic line (or something
very much like this) that God had revealed to
him the real truth on Passover our group imme-
diately stopped listening to his tapes. Many of us
repented of the fact that it took too long to do so.
Bill Dankenbring, like so many leading the splin-
ter groups,are doing much more harm than they
are doing good. Don’t these men realize they will
have to answer to God for their teachings?
Take Care,
— Dave Cavall, New York
dcavall@aol.com

RESPONSE: | appreciate the feedbackREsponse: Thank you for sharing your
from one who once attended Dave Packivaluation of the situation. You are right,
congregation. | appreciate the difficultyl have not listened to a whole Bill
that many people have had with this situbankenbring tape in five years, if ever.

ation.

| do not spend any long time driving or

In this you greatly rejoice, though doing routine work where | could listen
now for a little while, if need be, you to tapes at the same time. If | want to
have been grieved by various trials, know what somebody teaches, | can learn
that the genuineness of your faith, it from their written material much faster.
being much more precious than gold | probably read transcripts of tapes more
that perishes, though it is tested by than I listen to tapes.

fire, may be found to praise, honor,

| think Bill Dankenbring’s ministry

and glory at the revelation of Jesus has helped some people and | think it has

Christ (1Pet 1:6-7).
— NSE

Tapes Do More Harm than
Good

LETTER:
| found it quite interesting your evaluation of

RESPONSE: | have written a new article some of the splintered CoG groups in the
on that subject. Please see this issue ddn/Feb issue, particularly Bill Dankenbring’s

Shelter in the Word
—NSE
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“ministry”. Unlike David Pack who Norm knew
quite well, he obviously hasn't spent a lot of time

listening to Bill's “sermon” tapes (if that's what

harmed some people. There were certain-
ly cases where his wake only non-
WCG Sabbatarian ministry that people
knew about. | hope he will continue to do
good, and stop doing the things that so
many people obviously see as his prob-
lems. | have talked to him about them,
but was not able to make much progress:
Now if anyone builds on this foun-
dation [Christ] with gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, wood, hay, straw, each
one's work will become clear; for the
Day will declare it, because it will be
revealed by fire; and the fire will test
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each one’s work, of what sort it is. If
anyone’s work which he has built on
it endures, he will receive a reward. If
anyone’s work is burned, he will suf-
fer loss; but he himself will be saved,
yet so as through fire (1Cor 3:12-15).

We shouldn't try to judge whether a“murderers”.
ministry has done “more harm than

tion isharag(Strong’s #2026) and is usedwere not converted when you fought in
in nearly all cases that discuss peopliat war, and therefore can hardly be held
slain in a war. It is also used to describaccountable for the instructions to
the killing of a person who has commit-brethren with the Holy Spirit.

ted a sin worthy of the death penalty. The The issue of whether or nbetlievers
people who carry out these acts are nghould become involved in wars is con-
siderably more complex and | cannot
| could not find any verse in the oldanswer it all here. Some things to think

good” in an “eternal judgment” sense, buTestament where the Eternal called somebout are:

we need to decide (as you did) whethesne a murderer for fighting to defend John the Baptist advised Roman sol-
we will use a certain ministry’s materialstheir nation or to attack a nation that the diers to be honest, but did not tell them
and whether or not we will recommencEternal sent them against. When Saul they had to resign from the army (Luke
them to others. It is a good thing that felasked David to kill 100 Philistines to be 3:14).

lowships like yours are learning to makeble to marry his daughter, David went Cornelius, the first Gentile convert,

these decisions.
— NSE

Are Combat Soldiers Mass
Murderers?

LETTER: January 5, 2000

| sure thank you for the Servants’ News and
the other literature that you have available for us
upon request. This is a valuable service.

| also have a question for you. | am a veter-
an of World War Il. | am disabled from wounds |
received in combat. Now the question: “Am | a
mass murderer, a professional hit man?”

| was attending services a good while back.
The minister was giving a sermon on the sixth
commandment. | had known the man for many
years. During the sermon, he singled out World
War Il and made the above statement, referring
to all the service men in World War II.

Is this a fair judgment of our service to the
freedom of this nation?

| would ask you to give me a private answer
if you have the time. | was in the 15th Air Force
in World War I1.

[Literature requests omitted.]

— South Carolina

out and killed 200 (1Sam 18:25-27). Was was considered a good man while he
he labeled a mass murderer for it? No. He was a Roman Centurion. There is no
was not allowed to build the Temple record of him resigning his military job
because he had “been a man of war and(Acts 10).
shed blood” (2Chr 28:3), but he wag But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword
never called a murderer or told that this in its place, for all who take the sword
killing was a sin. will perish by the sword” (Matt
So does that mean that all one has t026:52).
do is claim that a killing is a part of a war Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of
(maybe even a personal war) and then this world. If My kingdom were of this
killing is no longer a sin? No. Notice world, My servants would fight, so that
what David said to Solomon about the | should not be delivered to the Jews;
leader of his army, Joab: but now My kingdom is not from here”
Now you yourself know what Joab  (John 18:36).
son of Zeruiah did to me—what he Other important questions include:
did to the two commanders of Israel’s « Does the Eternal expect people to fight
armies, Abner son of Ner and Amasa to defend themselves, or will He give
son of Jether. He killed them, shed- the same victory some other way if
ding their blood in peacetime as if in  they simply trust in Him?
battle, and with that blood stained the ¢« Leaders usually claim a war is helping
belt around his waist and the sandals to defend their nation, but how does an
on his feet. Deal with him according  potential soldier know that their prima-
to your wisdom, but do not let his  ry motive is not power and money for
gray head go down to the grave in themselves?
peace (1Kngs 2:5-6). « What is the will of the Eternal for each
Joab killed men whom he had been person?
fighting against in war, but who later Ultimately, we must live by our own
tried to arrange peace. David clearly indieonvictions on whether or not we should
cated that this was a sin to be punishegarticipate in a war. But to me, it seems

RESPONSE: | am answering this questionBut all of the other hundreds of peopldoolish to accuse someone for doing
here because others have asked it addab killed are not listed as sins. Indeegpomething that they believed to be right
there are probably many more who hav&od commanded Joshua and other leadt the time—especially when so many
wondered about it. | will keep your nameers to slay entire nations. The Eterndhave benefitted from it.
confidential. sometimes blessed his people with no | am thankful that my own father, you,
The answer from Scripture is not toacasualties during these wars. The Oldnd so many others fought in World War
difficult. But apparently the sermon youTestament makes clear that fighting inl. | am much happier to grow up under
heard did not cover it. The sixth comthese wars that were sanctioned by theur present imperfect government than |
mandment is best translated: “You shakternal was not a sin. would be to grow up as some kind of ser-
not murder” (Ex 20:13, NKJV, NIV, If we apply these Old Testament lawvant under Adolf Hitler’s proposed 1000-
NRSV, etc.) The Hebrew word for “mur-today, fighting in a war to prevent a counyear Reich.
der” is ratsach (Strong’s #7523) and is try from being ruled by evil forces seems
used for unjustified killing—either inten- very similar to the Old Testament battles.
tional (murder) or cases where it isMost of the Ancient Israelites did not
claimed to be accidental (but possibhhave the Holy Spirit, and neither do most
murder). The Hebrew word that meanpeople who fight in wars today. | would
“kill” or “slay” without regard to motiva- assume that you [the writer of this letter]
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Doctrines and Marines
in Philippines
LETTER: January 10, 2000

Thank you so much for the 3 tapes you sent
us. | received them last Friday afternoon and
played your tape on Eternal Judgment at ser-
vices the next morning. Everyone was so happy
and grateful for your very helpful message.
Personally, | find your insight into the study of
Eternal Judgment interestingly calming and
refreshing. It removes a lot of uncertainties and
misconceptions concerning the subject. We pray
that God will give you all the inspiration and help
you need to get to its true understanding. That
would be very profitable to all.

Your article on church government is gaining
more interests lately as it continues to be very
effective in waking people up. | understand
Cesar has some more names to be added to the
list of new subscribers. He is just working on get-
ting the complete addresses. He has been hop-
ing to write you soon to give you a more detailed
info of the goings-on in the distribution of SN,
SWand other articles as well.

Oh yes, the Y2K thankfully has not caused
(so far) a disaster here. But there is an appre-
hension that the bug may still strike anytime.
However, with Y2K threat or not, our country has
been beset with too much worrying concerns.
The common cry of the people is that there is too
much graft and corruption in the government.
Our president has kept revamping his Cabinet
and changing his advisers. Reportedly though,
he is only resorting to a simple reshuffle. No one
in the government seems to know how to govern
anymore. Itis almost impossible to find one hon-
est politician. Every one seems to be looking
only after his own interest. No wonder the
President's popularity has plummeted to a
record low. The poor, who are his best support-
ers, have also become disappointed.

It is a mess out here. Like today, we sudden-
ly find 500 marines (elite members of the armed
forces) reportedly deployed in Metro Manila. The
only reason given for this is to help policemen
apprehend criminals. To the common citizen it
looks like we are under martial law. A senator
even commented that the President could be
impeached for this.

We can be grateful though that God has
given us a way of life that leads out of this mess.

Thank you for all your labor to help so many
to understand and appreciate God's truth.

— Priscilla Cardona, Philippines

REsPONSE: Thank you for your encour- someone for not “publishing his stuff”.
aging words. | am happy that the governEETTER: Another way | serve, is found in the
ment paper continues to help people. Aswords of Christ in Matt.7:15. It says: “Beware of
find them, | send it to non-CoG groupsFalse Prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
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that are splitting off from big church clothing, but inwardly they are ‘ravening wolves’.
organizations. | hope it will help them. Herbert Armstrong was both a False Prophet
Most Western Nations have lawsand a Wolf In Sheep’s Clothing.
against their governments using their If my writings expose him, and divide the
armed forces within their own country.ones that ‘idolize him’, then | feel like | have
Historically, armies have a bad habit obeen doing my job properly. If | don’t get a prize
going wherever they want; taking whatfor it, then so be it. My purpose is not in the pur-
ever things, supplies or women thewuit of a “wolf-hunters prize”, but simply to obey
want; and not being accountable to antne words of Christ and Paul and others on the
kind of judicial process. This was a majomatter. If you choose to serve Christ thru “sugar-
issue when the United States becamecaating” the gospel, and your followers, then go
nation, and it is a major problem in third-for it.
world countries today. RESPONSE: | do not have followers. If |
Nevertheless, there seem to be momied tomorrow, my ministry would be
and more news stories about armedver. Yet | do not know of one person
forces being used to help with natural diswho would begin to fellowship with a
asters, “keep the peace”, or, as you statelifferent congregation or one congrega-
“apprehend criminals”. May the Eternaltion that would change what they believe
bless those who seek to follow Him. or do. | do not know of any people who
— NSE regard me as “their Bible teacher”. And if
| find some, | would tell them that they
need to first look to Christ and then a

When Someone Just
Disagrees...

LETTER: January 10, 2000
Hello again Norman,

Your advice to me to “love and help those
whom you serve” is great advice and pretty
sounding words, but not all of us do it in the
same way. You have your way of serving others,

and | have mine.

variety of brethren with spiritual gifts.
LETTER: | must do what | must do, and you
must do what you must do. If you want to keep
ignoring the important scriptures | gave you that
proved that the apostle John could not have
used the Roman times in his writings, and you
want to continue to ignore my articles on it, as
well as the many other articles | have sent you
thru the years, then it's your decision to do so,
and there is not a thing | can do about it except

RESPONSE: You are right. 1 Corinthians warn you not to.

13 mentions a number of other ways. RESPONSE: | read most of what you send,
LETTER: My way of serving others is slowed published some of your writing, and pub-
down by people like yourself who refuse to pub-  lished your name, address and e-mail
lish my stuff. My way of serving others is similar ~ several times. | have prayed that the
to what the apostle Paul spoke about in Acts Eternal will cause everyone who needs
20:29-31—Paul warned the brethren night and  your information to write for it. | have not
day with tears for 3 years telling them that “griev-  ignored you, | both disagreed with your
ous wolves” would be entering the churches of ~ facts and feel that the issue is less impor-
God and devouring them after his death. tant than many other issues. There are
RESPONSE: “Truly the signs of an apostle still people in church organizations who
were accomplished among you with alare not even sure that it is all right for
perseverance, in signs and wonders aridem to read your papers (or mine).
mighty deeds” (2Cor 12:12). If the LETTER: Your statement about H.W.A. forging
Eternal is performing signs, wonders andn organization of “agreement’, and that those
mighty deeds through you, then youhat disagreed with him being removed from it,
should find humerous people coming tetc. is all true, but don’t you sort of do the same
you for your God-inspired miracles andhing thru the pages of Servants’ News by refus-
doctrine. But if you don't have God-ing to publish the writings of others you dis-
inspired miracles like the Apostle Paulagree with? (You seemed to have learned well
then maybe people are not as sure thidm HW.A.)

you have God-inspired doctrine. PauRESPONSE: Can you show me where
writes of many trials that impeded hisHWA published any lengthy articles or
ministry, but | do not think he ever faultsletters by those who disagreed with him
or published their contact information so
people could get both sides of the story?
HWA never publicly mentioned or gave
the address tAmbassador Repgrother
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Church of God groups, or books writterwho was the greatest among them. Aftdrom the Spirit of God but from the devil's

against him.

LETTER: | now look at Herbert's organization
as “the blind leading the blind"! If your calling is
to “unite” people or promote a false prophet,
etc., then | feel sorry for you. Maybe you need to
re-read the words of Christ in Matt.10:34-36.
Exposing the wolves, will naturally bring out the
swords of those that idolize the wolves. If the
idolizers of H.W.A. are in agreement with you
concerning the things | brought forth in the
e-mail you published of us, then | would be
extremely worried if | were you.

they became a “in Christ a new creationgntourage, as Jude explained in Jude 10.

(2Cor 5:17), they did not seem to worry You say, “One claim | had trouble with.” Then
about these things much. Paul simplyou go on to try and explain that it concerned the
says “there is laid up for me the crown ofeceipt of a prophetic word from God about the
righteousness, which the Lord, the rightwhereabouts of the Ark of the Covenant.
eous Judge, will give to me on that Daynfortunately, a typographical error occurs at
and not to me only but also to all whahat critical point in your account, so the reader
have loved His appearing” (2Tim 4:8)—is left unaware of what you really mean. Your
no special “apostle to the Gentiles” prizeaccount reads: “Wyatt claimed that he was walk-
| cannot remember thinking about “mying in Jerusalem with a member of the Israel
future reward” during the past five yearsAntiquities Authority and a voice [text missing] to
| think | would be happy just to hear athem where the Ark of the Covenant was locat-

RESPONSE: If you have read the lasthopefully brief judgment on my sins thated.” Some could presume that the word missing
eight issues obervants’ Newsjou must | did not know about or repent of, andwas “spoke”.

realize that | do not idolize HWA. Hethen a “Well done, good and faithful ser- Your unbelief prevents you accepting his
taught a lot of truth as well as a lot ofvant!” claim. Because, apparently, you don’t believe
error to many people. His personal life | spend much more time thinkingthat God does speak to anyone today in the way
seems far from exemplary. | would no@bout the daily struggle to pray, study, béat Wyatt said.

want to trade places with him in thea good husband and father, read and Well, it's certainly unusual for God to speak
Judgment. There is no doubt that | agre@nswer my mail, write articles, serve iraudibly. But, it has happened. Three instances
with his supporters on some things anthy local congregation and put togetheare: 1) the biblical account of Samuel’s call from
disagree on some things. Similarly youwo newsletters. know that | am not God, 2) the voice that spoke when Jesus was
and | agree and disagreed on sonmoing this job as well as is humanly posbaptized, and 3) the voice that sounded in the
things. But my beliefs result from readsible for me to do—I certainly fall far hearing of the crowd before Jesus’ last
ing the Bible and my life’s experience.short of Christ’s standards. It is enough oPassover (Jn 12:28). There are other biblical
Whether or not HWA supporters (ora challenge to live each day through thexamples, of course. And there are accounts
anyone else) believes the same maké&aith and power of Christ. It is enough oftoday, especially in Third World countries, of
little difference. I'm not worried about a reward when | feel that is accomsimilar occurrences.

who else shares my beliefs.

LETTER: Feeding a bunch of people that idol-
ize a dead false prophet is not something that |
would want any part of Norm. If that's love, then
you can keep it.

plished. But it is accomplished seldom God is not incommunicative with an inactive
enough to be very discouragingand dry theology, as you promote Him, but
Nevertheless, | receive enough answetsbrantly alive; and those who have living faith in
to prayers and encouragement frordim hear from Him, even daily. But that is only
brethren to keep going. If | thought thepossible when one fully accepts the gifts of the

RESPONSE: | do not want it and | do not Eternal wanted me to do something elsépirit, which some disdain as “Pentecostalism”.
think it is love. You do not seem to under{ would. That is all bunkum to you, because your intellect
stand me very well. My purpose is neither | am not sure what motivates you to dand ego are the centre of your theology, not
to support HWA nor try undo everythingwhat you do, but | pray that the EternaGod. Thus, you reduce faith to the superficial
he did. My purpose is to find and teactwill helps you to understand it. | realizelevel of mere human intellectualism. Rationalism
important truth. | deal with the writings that you would stand and fight against ther pragmatic assent to things in God’s Word is
and teachings of HWA because many afntire world if you thought you had thethe core of your “spirituality”. This is nothing
our subscribers learned from him, so Eternal’s truth on a matter and they didhore than walking in the flesh, and a failure to
have to specifically show where hisnot. Such determination. But please reabppreciate the deeper things of the Spirit.

teaching was in error. On the other handze that standing against the entire world When a man comes along and claims to
| give away HWA's booklets without his is of little value if the Eternal does nothave heard from God directly, you dismiss such
name (as edited by Tom Justus) becaus&ant you to do it. May He give you peacelaims because they are not part of your experi-

believe they contain truth.

and help you to understand His will forence. Your theology doesn't extend that far. So,

LETTER: If a prize is what you are after, then |  your life.

think you are going about it in the wrong way. — NSE
Sincerely W/ Love,
— Glen Myers;
2075 Gulf ToBay Bvd #507 SN Comments on Ron Wyatt

Clearwater, FL 33759
wolfhunter4du2@yahoo.com  LETTER: October 8, 1999
In your July/Aug 1999 issue of Servants’
RESPONSE: This is the second time youNews on page 4 you make derogatory com-
mentioned a “prize”. | am not sure whyments about the biblical archaeologist, Ron
you are so concerned about it. Before th#yatt. May | bring this matter to your attention?
apostles were filled with the Spirit, theylt is natural to rubbish something not under-

asked about their reward and debatestood, but that trait is one which does not come
Mar/Apr 2000

being bitten with egotistic malevolence, you dis-
parage any such claims from others, despite
what Paul exhorted in 1Thes 5:20 “despise not
prophesyings”. Paul encouraged prophetic utter-
ance in the assemblies (1Cor 14). You don't.
Your human “faith” just doesn'’t stretch that far!
Likewise, it balks at Ron Wyatt's claim that God
spoke.

However, Ron Wyatt didn’t hear a voice from
heaven, if that was what you were trying to write.
Not only do you disparage his claims, you mis-
represent the actual facts. What occurred was
that suddenly for reasons that were not immedi-
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ately apparent, and against Wyatt's own knowl-
edge he blurted out aloud that the site whereon
they stood was Jeremiah’'s Grotto and that the
Ark of the Covenant was in there. Ron Wyatt
was as astounded at these words coming from
his own mouth as was the hearer. But they were
not dismissed, as you have done. Like the
prophetic message itself, the faith to believe
such words was provided by God, because
Wyatt was called of God to unearth these unique
discoveries. Many may wonder, “Why Wyatt?”
Because he had a wonderful humility, combined
with a dramatic boldness, and coupled with a
sincere desire to see people saved and brought
into the Kingdom of God. He promoted the dis-
coveries which God gave him, not for his own
merit, but for truth’s sake, and out of his deep
love of God.

How do | know? | have met him. | have
attended one of his meetings and seen the
videos he has produced. | have talked personal-
ly with him. | have witnessed the good spiritual
fruits of his life and work. Clearly, you have not
met him, or if perchance you have, you still have
an unwarranted malevolent attitude towards
him. Your appraisal totally lacks spiritual dis-
cernment. Just because Ron Wyatt may have
said things with which you do not agree, does
not make him an impostor. But finding fault, as
you have done with those who are sincerely try-
ing to promote what they know about God to oth-
ers and undermining their spiritual credentials
by sowing seeds of doubt and distrust, does!
That is the work of the Accuser of the Brethren.
Those who accuse falsely, malevolently, are the
impostors!

Yes, your approach is one which the devil
used in the Garden on Eve. He first questioned
something of God. He cast doubt upon its verac-
ity. Then, when that doubt was entertained by
the victim, it was bolstered by the ready
response of unbelief. And so, God’s Word was
nullified. Thus have you done to the reputation
and findings of Ron Wyatt.

Your report of him was far too brief to be
comprehensive or accurate. Furthermore, you
did him a great disservice by merely highlighting
his activities in a negative light. Your accusation
that he was supplying videos of his findings “just
to make a few dollars” is completely false. He
supplied them to promote God, and the discov-
eries which God gave him that pointed to the
accuracy of God’s Word. Moreover, despite CoG
dogma, there is nothing unbiblical in supplying
any materials to others for money. Profiteering
from the gospel is out, but it is New Testament
policy to earn one’s living from the gospel if you
are called into Jesus’ service (1 Cor 9:11-14).
You've bought a Bible, haven't you? And a com-
mentary or Bible dictionary, or religious music on

Page 30

tape? Why not videos about archaeological finds
supporting the Bible accounts? What's wrong
with that? Do you resent Wyatt's influence, and
just want to undermine his credibility? The facts
would indicate you do. The evil spirit of resent-
ment is an easy one to inject into the hearts of
gullible and unsuspecting sheep. | ask you to
renounce this wrong spirit in you and undo the
damage you have done to the work of this man
of God.
| would hope that you would be prepared to
print this entire defense in your next SN with
an apology for your presumptuous comments.
I include as a postscript a summary article on
this subject which you may also care to print.
If you are not prepared to do so, | will not hes-
itate to expose your work to others as fraudu-
lent, because what | perceive in you by the
Spirit of God are not the efforts of a man with
pure motive. | have not seen you try to bring
glory to God by upholding the work of others
dedicated to God's service. Instead, your com-
ments reflect a selfish parochial bias, and one
which places you and your personal theology
centre stage. I'm sorry to say that yours are
not the fruits of one imbued with the Spirit of
God. They are ones fostered by an evil spirit
which promotes self-seeking, competition and
strife.
Sincerely,
— Jacob . Myers [Not Jacob_O Myers of

as they allow Him. The prophets and
apostles in the Bible were given mes-
sageghat they were told to take to oth-
ers.

I am not sure how you obtained your
opinion of the “core of my ‘spirituality’”,
but | believe that what a person does and
the nature of his relationship with the
Eternal is far more important than his
“doctrinal knowledge”. That should be
clear in my paper on Eternal Judgment.
This very day, in our local Sabbath
assembly, | spoke for several minutes on
1 Corinthians 14 and the need for direct-
ly inspired prophetic speaking.

| did not disbelieve Ron Wyatt
because he claimed to receive a direct
revelation from the Eternal, but because
his staff was so unco-operativin help-
ing me find any way of independently
verifying any of this story. | believe the
Ark is a great treasure. If the Eternal
revealed its location to me and one other
person, | think | would remember that
person’s name. | asked about other evi-
dence: Did he still have any of “Christ’s
blood” that he found or someone’s writ-
ten analysis of it? Did he have a copy of
the Israeli “digging permit” or any other
Israeli paperwork? Where is the “gold
pomegranate” he found? Is anyone else

Assemblies of Yahweh] who helped him still alive?

Some of these things they just “no

RESPONSE: I'm sorry for the typographi- longer had” or “could not remember”.
cal error. It should say “...a voiceOther issues were supposed to be possi-
<<told>> them where the Ark of theble to verify, but only if one traveled to
Covenant was located.” Israel to do it. When | made it clear that |

| think you misunderstood me com-had been to Israel twice before and would
pletely. | <do> believe that God speaks tgladly go again to verify such a great
people today. Here is a quote from thdind, they just could not remember that
same article: “Does God tell peoplesvidence either.
things like this? Maybe.” | believe that In other words, | was asked to believe
He still does this—but | do not believethis man had seen the Ark, but was to
that everyone who claims that Godaccept it with no independently verifiable
speaks to them is telling the truth. evidence. There are many other people

I have friends whom | believe werewho also claim to know the location of
spoken to by the Eternal or His angels. the Ark, but have no evidence. Is that the
believe that the Eternal has directly guidbest that the Eternal can do? Did He
ed me by dreams and by people He sergveal the true Ark to one man who for-
to specifically answer my prayers. Igot or lost all the evidence so that his
believe that the Eternal has guided mgtory is little more convincing than the
life in many other ways. But | do not trymany others who claim to have found the
to convince other people of these thingark? Look at what the Eternal has done
or try to get them to listen to me becauseith the Bible. There are more ancient
of these things. The Eternal has not donmanuscripts of the Bible than any other
these things in a way that | can provancient work in existence!
them to others. Nor has He told me to | was even further disturbed by their
take them to others. This is nothing morelaims that almost nobody else asked the
than a fulfilment of Christ’s promise tokind of questions | was asking. Was he
direct the life of each and every believesaying that he sold tapes only to gullible

Mar/Apr 2000



SERVANTS’ NEWS

Ron Wyatt Continued

people? | would have gladly paid thou-
sands of dollars to verify such a great
find, but | was not going to pay $20 to
further the work of a “phony”.

By contrast, only two people claim to
have seen Wyatt's Ark. Nobody remem-

[The following letter was written by bers who one of them was and the other
the same person as the previous. Thesae is now dead. Wyatt's followers didn’t

To finance my own ministry, | try to letters provide a good lesson in basindgnow anything more about the Ark than

follow Christ's instructions in Luke 10:4- our faith on facts, not folly.]
8: those who preach the gospel shoulETTER: December 8, 1999
accept what others give them. Christ or Yes. That's right. And you are asked to do
the apostlenever went to anyone and that also with the greatest event in all history
said “pay me first and then | will teachupon which your salvation depends: Jesus’ res-
you.” Nevertheless, | frequently buy bib-urrection. The point is, when something is from
lical materials—just because their pub&od, those with God’s Spirit have a witness in
lishers understand that point differentlythe spirit that it is true. Those who try to verify
than | do does not mean they do not hawserything with their intellect fail to do so,
wisdom on other issues. But when | wabecause the witness is from God, not man. In
asking Wyatt's staff my many questionsJesus’ case, there is enough anecdotal evi-
their answer was frequently: “Buy ourdence to see that the claims surrounding His
video"—even though they admitted thatesurrection were true. With Ron Wyatt's testi-
the video would not answer my quesmony re the Ark, there is also sufficient evidence
tions. Selling their videos seemed moren the video he offers. So why didn’t you buy it?
important than proving them to be true. It could have satisfied your curiosity if you were
If the Eternal has revealed the locatiowilling to believe. Or, is it, as | said previously,
of the Ark, | would like to know where it that you are an unbeliever, and your lack of
is (though this certainly is not necessargod’s Spirit is replaced with one which is of an
to be a good Christian—most believersuvil, hostile, doubting nature?
throughout history havaot known the Thank you [for promising to publish my name
location of the Ark). | hoped that your let-and address]. | appreciate that.
ter and articles would have provided — Jacob | Myers; c/o Midnight Ministries; PO
more information. But they continued the Box 29, Aylesbury, HP17 8TL; UK; e-mail
same practice of repeating Ron Wyatt's jim@midnightministries.org.uk
story, praising him, and attacking people
who disagree with him.
| do not believe that truth is estab-Ron Wyatt to Faith in Jesus Christ.
lished by hiding information from peo-

Wyatt did. Wyatt said that (paraphrasing)
“the Lord told him not to reveal the loca-
tion of the Ark until it was the right
time.” Unless Ron Wyatt comes back
from the dead, that statement was obvi-
ously false because the Lord never
revealed it to him.

2. The true gospel was freely
preached and distributed throughout the
world. Almost any Christian church will
let you come in and read a copy of the
Bible and will freely answer your ques-
tions.

Ron Wyatt wanted to be paid for his
video before he would tell me what was
in it. The price he was charging was far
more than it costs to duplicate and ship a
tape.

3. Christ promised the Holy Spirit to
confirm to those who believe on him,
repent and are baptized. Numerous
believers have experienced this power
and know that Christ is real.

Ron Wyatt has no Holy Spirit to give
and can no longer keep his promise to
reveal the Ark when the time is right.

RESPONSE: S0, let us compare faith in Furthermore, most Christians for the past

1,900 years have lived their lives without

1. Four independent witnesses wrot&nowing much about the present location

ple. It should be made available to all sof Christ and his resurrection: Matthewpf the Ark. How has that affected their
its truth can be learned or so its falsityMark, Luke and John. Peter, James, Judspiritual condition?

can be exposed and rejected. | will pubPaul and others also wrote about him | could go on comparing, but that is
lish your name and e-mail (address anshortly afterward, filling in some detailsenough.

phone number also if you will send it) sahat the others left out. Their efforts were Thank you for identifying yourself
that people may ask for your articles antb make the message of Christ cleawith Malcolm Heap and Midnight
decide for themselves. If you have a cur€hrist himself returned to dictate theMinistries. | am quite familiar with his
rent address for Ron Wyatt’'s organizabook of Revelation. | used my mind toprophecies, almost none of which have
tion, | would be glad to publish that,study and accept truths of the Bible andome to pass. | appreciate your diligence

also.
— NSE

religions that just don't make sense.

to reject evolution, humanism, Islamto serve the Eternal, but diligence and
Buddhism, Hinduism and a few othertruth are not the same thing.

— NSE

“Feast of Tabernacles Sites 2000”
Jrom page 20

when we come before the Eternal on Hishildren.

monicas, even poetry. A day where pagiant ferns and pine boughs until it
ents can enjoy the same games as themelled like a forest. Just try taking

them on at the Bible Bowl.

holy convocations, we learn more of A day for packing into jeepneys and So, are you game enough to come to

what it means to live according to one'visiting the nearby strawberry farms, osalil
the arts and crafts in the mountain vilTabernacles this year?

faith, yet part of one Body.

eastward for the Feast of

Whether it be an interactive Biblelages. An afternoon of tea and talking of For more information, please get in
study, where everyone sits in a circlessues we face in real life. An exchangwuch with: Cesar Lumbuan, e-mail:
and shares from the Bible what theypf experiences between adults anehxzeneskyinet.net
understand about a topic each chose lgpung people. An afternoon for trekking
lot beforehand. An evening around theome trails on horseback. An evening Note: If you sent information to
keyboard and the guitar for a sing-alondor a show, with costumes and musicServants’ Newsabout a site and it is
A family concert for glockenspiels, har-Last year the children filled the hall withnot listed here, please send it agdin.
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Small Groups and Evangelism

The Church O‘f GOd minister, Tony Fontao, reports that theyreasure Island, Florida. There were

have many visitors. Their service conabout 120 in average attendance. These
in Miami sists of songs plus a live-speaker setwo churches will be keeping the Feast
mon, generally given by Tony,together again this year. However, there
alternated with taped sermons from Torwill be a change of location to the
he Church of God in Miami, Flori- Justus, John Shavers, and Ron Datloliday Inn Hotel and Suites in St. Pete
da, is a congregation that has #any of the members wanted the seBeach, Florida.
special emphasis on reaching Spanishice to be conducted in Spanish, but Tony tells of an interesting occur-
speaking people. Formerly with theTony felt that was not right since theyrence at last year’'s feast. One of the
Church of God International, they wentare now in the United States. So servicehurch members staying at a nearby
independent five years ago after checlare in English, with a simultaneoushotel happened to be talking to another
ing into the revelations about the pertranslation into Spanish. hotel guest. It turned out this other guest
sonal activities of Garner Ted Arm- The congregation is heavily involvedwas part of a group of 40 or so people
strong. in distributing the Spanish editions ofalso meeting to keep the feast. This
Starting with about ten membersthe booklets printed by the Tom Justugroup had found out about the feast days
their weekly attendance now rangegroup in Little Rock (see the Jan/Felby their own study, never having had
from 35 to as high as 50. There were 38000 edition oServants’ Newkr more contact with the WCG. The group visit-
at the recent Passover service. Theinformation). Tony’'s wife, Alieda, start- ed the CoG services and was provided
ed translating these booklets intavith many booklets explaining our CoG

. Spanish when the group was with CGbeliefs.
Do YOU Meet Wlth a and has carried on her translating work The Church of God in Miami meets
Small 61'011 2 ever since. They put these booklets iat 2:30 pm at the Embassy Suites, 3974
P' Post Offices and supermarket location®\N.W. South River Drive, across from the

A Livinga Room Church? | The congregation also has a web sitéliami International Airport. Tony
(www.godschurch.org) that Tony reports is Fontao can be reached at 305-385-6306
receiving a good response. They alsor call Nelson Moreno at 305-385-2137.

If so, you have valuable | send out videotapes of their services, — “One-third Century In CoGs”
experience that may inspire and [ and now send out a total of nine per

encourage someone else. We need | week. [There are two very vital lessons in
to hear from you! Tony feels God has blessed theithis message:

How did your group start? What | Work since going independent. He is 1) Many “Church of God” members
challenges have you faced and | especially personally thankful becausdind that relatives have a complete
resolved? What is your meeting | after 24 years of being in the church bghange of heart when they leave the
format? What is unusual about himself, his wife, Aleida, was baptizedcorporate churches. These relatives
your group? Anyone doing special | four years ago. In addition, his mothervere not against the Bible truth as
ministry (jail, nursing home, etc.) | who hated the church for so many yearspuch as they were against the control
or recently led someone to Christ? [ was baptized last year in Marchexercised by corporate ministers. When
Another church member, Wally Elderthe member switches to an independent
was diagnosed with cancer. Not havingellowship, it removes the obstacle, and
enough hospitalization insurance, héhe relatives can come to grips with just
realized that as a veteran he was eligibighat the Bible says.
for VA hospital benefits. The VA con- 2) An independent fellowship like

You don’t have to be a large | firmed the cancer diagnosis and a dateis can share the feast with another
group to qualify. Remember— | \yas set for an operation. Tony relategroup and help them. | know of cases
where two or three are gathered.’.. that prayer was requested from as mawhere a group learned about the
you are the church! You don’t | ohrch members as possible, includin§abbath and feasts on their own and
have to be a writer either | o naverist published ifihe Journal  were overjoyed to find a Church of God
(although you may Dbe). Just | \yaiy \as re-tested shortly before th d its literature—th tl
contact us and we’ll do the rest! Y : y group and 11S literature en greatly

scheduled operation and no cancer couthddened when they found that the only

Contact Arlean Kelley 561-663- | be found. A second test revealed theay they could have any ongoing rela-

We’re even interested in your
unresolved problems. They will
help us choose subjects for future
issues.

9417, or 933 Frangi Pani Dr., | same results. tionship with the CoG group was to
Barefoot Bay, FL 32976 or The Church of God in Miami hostedcompletely accept all of their doctrines,
arleankelley@yahoo.com a Feast site last year with the House afend all their money to them, and come

God Daytona congregation. They met atompletely under their control. How
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could one expect these small groups teave been the results if church membersational. They have an attendance that
buy the line “God works only throughhad actually been encouraged to invitaverages from 18 to 20.

one man” when they have been so obvithers? Before the worship service, from 1:30
ously taught truth directly from Christ to 2:15pm, they have an interac-
and their own Bibles? — NSE] tive Bible study. The worship

service begins at 2:30pm. It
Church O‘fGOd NeW consists of Bible readings
Mexico

(anyone can volunteer for this,
men or ladies), songs, and then
he Church of God New Mexi-
co started in 1980 as a small -

a sermon, generally given by
the pastor, Len Neubert.
The Heartland Fel-

lowship is using the lat-

group of people who broke away from est technologies in their

the WCG. Their attendance now

ranges from 25 to 40, doubling

on the Holy Days. A large per-

centage of their congregation is chi

evangelistic efforts. For ex-
ample, they are using pub-
lic access television to spon-
sor a one-hour long video

dren and teenagers. ; N sermon from Christian Educa-
They send out audiotapes and video tional Ministries (Ronald Dart). This is
of their services. They also do other John notes that their church shown over Warner Cable Cincinnati

evangelism work by distributing theis listed in the Yellow Pages underChannel 15 for those subscribers with a
booklets printed by Tom Justus and th8eventh Day Church groups. He reportsox, Channel 22 for those without the
Fayetteville-Springdale AR Church ofthat this listing brings in a large numbebox. It is shown on Sundays at 9:30 am.
God (see the Jan/Feb 20@&rvants’ of telephone inquiries. About ten perThey also sponsor the Christian Educa-
News. These are placed in doctor, dercent of the callers will visit a churchtional Ministries radio program, “Born
tist, and other offices where churchmeeting. to Win”, on local radio station WPFB,
members are customers. Noticing that The Church of God New Mexico910 on the AM dial, Tuesdays at
the rented hall where they meet is useatieets at 1:30 pm every Sabbath at tH9:00 am, and Fridays at 1:00 pm.
throughout the week by many othetearning Lab, 1224 Pennsylvania N.E., They also have a web site:
groups, the Church of God New MexicdAlbuquerque, New Mexico. Sabbattttp://home.fuse.net/heartland

also leaves booklets throughout the halSchool starts at 1:00 pm. John Shavers They were able to purchase their own
These are picked up by the general pulban be reached at (505) 883-1614.  building in July last year, buying a

lic as they attend the various meetings. — “One-third Century In-CoGs” church building formerly used by a
John Shavers, the minister, however, Baptist church. Len emphasizes that vis-
feels the best evangelism still is word Oei‘l . itors are always welcome. Having their
mouth, one-on-one personal evang eartland FellOWthP own building that holds 120 people,
lism. there is plenty of room! The address is

Comment:In the context of one—on—H eartland Fellowship is a Church3200 Manchester Road, Middletown,
one evangelism, this writer recalls Ro of God group in the Cincinnati, Ohio. Len may be reached at 513-777-
Dart of Christian Educational MinistriesOhio, area. They started in March 1998260, or Wayne Schatzle may be
saying that, despite the billions of dolas a result of the changes that tooleached at 513-777-1756.

lars spent by the WCG, half or more oplace within the Church of God Inter- — “One-third Century in-CoGs"

its membership increase came about as a

result of personal evangelism: a memb New Shelter in the Worcand Servants’ News
bringing someone else into the church

| recently evaluated my own acquain E-mail and Websites

tances still in the Churches of God. || sitegen, Inc. (http://www.sitegen.net) has volunteered to help us host new
surprised me to realize how many ar |nternet websites for Servants’ News and Shelter in the Word. In the past,
related to one another by blood or b} | have not kept them up to date very well. We hope that they will be of
marriage. It seems evident each su¢ much more service in the future. When we begin putting the issues on the
family structure is a result of a persol net in a timely manner, we plan to offer a service to let readers know via
who was influential in bringing in one,| e-mail when a new issue appears. The websites are far from complete at this
two, three, sometimes four or more ney time, but they are functioning. We will make another announcement when
people. they are complete:

As Mr. Dart further points out, the www.ServantsNews.com and www.ShelterinTheWord.com
WCG increase came about even thoug . .
the organization strongly discourage Please send e-mail to (upper/lower case does not matter):
members from reaching others on the info@ServantsNews.com and info@ShelterinTheWord.com

own. He then goes on to ask, What cou
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“Are We Living in the ‘Last

o selves and be willing to look for and conbetween the Joel 2:28 Old Testament
Days’?” from page 1

sider scriptures that disagree with ouHebrew for “last days” with the corre-
prophetic theories. Some people mighdponding Greek phrase in the New
pointed out many areas (debt, moralgall the consideration of opposing viewTestament. The writer of Acts must have
corruption, military strength, etc.) wherepoints “confusion” or a “lack of faith”. If used an equivalent expression to trans-
the USA was in greater trouble than it ha@od has clearly spoken, then looking folate the words from Joel. This allows us
ever been before. | specifically remembescriptures against Him is clearly a lack ofo find other references in the New
telling him that | thought our countryfaith. On the other hand, looking forTestament to “last days” which use the
could continue to function for 10 or 15scriptures against the teaching of a masame Greek wording.
more years. He authoritatively disagrees not a “lack of faith”, but a sound God, who at sundry times and in divers
with me—insisting that the “last days”“Berean” attitude (Acts 17:10-11). manners spake in time past unto the
were already upon us. He and many of his Second, we can go to the New fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last
colleagues have now passed away aflé@stament and see how its authors dealtlays spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
the end is not here. with Old Testament prophecies. This hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
Actually, the history of most prophet-article cannot cover all we could learn, also he made the worlds (Heb 1:1-2, KJV).
ic interpretation is a lot like that. Peoplebut it will focus on the words “last days”. Here, the author of Hebrews is refer-
conclude that they are the last generation But this is that which was spoken by ring to his own time as being included in
upon which the “end of the world” will the prophet Joel; And it shall come to the “last days”. It is the same phrase as
come. They write books, give lectures pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour in Acts. The word for “last ” in both
and convince big groups of people that out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your ~ cases i®schatogfrom the same root as
they have “the key” to prophecy. sons and your daughters shall prophesy, = we get the word “eschatology”—the
Unfortunately, nearly all of this has been and your young men shall see visions, study of “last things”). Strong’s defines
wrong—the events did not happen whenand your old men shall dream dreams it as “farthest, final (of place and time)”.
or how they were “supposed to”. (Acts 2:16-17, KJV) The word for “day” ishemerain both
If we are to understand Bible prophe- Peter is directly quoting from Joelverses—meaning a literal 24 hour day or
cy, then we must do something differen®:28. Note that we establish two things general period of time (e.g. “It was the

than previous generations of prophetim this passage. day of prosperity”).

teachers. They typically equate Go to now, ye rich men, weep and
world events with specific prophe how! for your miseries that shall come
cies, interpret symbols, add ug What can we do to better upon you. Your riches are corrupted,

years, and then work it all into a and your garments are motheaten.
“orophetic framework” that will understand prophecy from the  vour gold and silver is cankered: and

Convri]nce a I((j)t of pgople thﬁt thf Scriptures? First, we can be the rust of them shall be a wit Hess
People. with just  iitle reigioss  MOre open and honest with - RIS T
conviction tend to have an uncertaii ourselves and be willing to look  sure together for the last days (Jms
T‘ggltinsgergutsh’ea;lgucrﬁénsgett?%i/r Tir:/?ay' for and consider scriptures that 5:1:?5£J\s/£me Greek phrase is used
when they hear someone wh dlsagree with our pmphetlc again. One could claim that this is

seems to understand the complexit theories a prophecy, but that does not fit
of Bible prophecy. To the extent tha with the context of the rest of the
they stop living a life of sin and book. James was clearly address-

begin to follow God, this is good. But 1) Peter is applying the passage iimg the “twelve tribes scattered abroad”
then they may join the church group thaloel to hisown time, which means he (Jms 1:1) and lists many things that they
is preaching the prophecy, which camonsidered “the last days” to include hisvere doing and gives them many things
have an opposite effect. Bible prophecgwn time. Yes, we realize that ther¢o change and do. There are no words
no longer motivates them to change thegould be a “dual fulfillment”, that per- anywhere else to indicate where a
lives as much, because they are in “theaps Peter was referring to a “formeprophetic part might begin or end. James
church” that has it all figured out, andast days”, and the scripture will be ful-certainly seems to be speaking to rich
they know exactly when everything idfilled completely in some “later lastmen in his own time.
going to happen. The individual's situadays”. Nevertheless, Peter says nothing Similarly, the Apostle Paul seems to
tion further worsens when the prophetiabout this being an “initial fulfilment” be addressing his day as the “last days”.
framework unravels and fails to come tor that what he was doing was an excep- This know also, that in the last days
pass. At that point, some people “give uion to some “prophetic rule”. Peter perilous times shall come. For men shall
on God” when there was nothing wronglearly notes that the “last days” didn’t be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
with God. There was only somethingmean some specific time right before the boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedi-
wrong with a false prophecy teacher. end, but included his own time—at least ent to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
What can we do to better understanthe “beginning” of the last days as they natural affection, trucebreakers, false
prophecy from the Scriptures? First, weelate to Joel's prophecy. accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
can be more open and honest with our- 2) We can make a connection those that are good, traitors, heady, high-
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minded, lovers of pleasure s more than before. There are plenty of commentgidge everyone. But rather than spend
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, about the difficult times in which theyhundreds of hours with tables of num-
but denying the power thereof: fromsuch ~ were living, but the New Testament conbers, years, symbols and national identi-
turn away (2Tim 3:1-5). tains virtually no prophetic speculatiorties, maybe we should spend more hours
One could claim that this was just about the timing of Jerusalem’s destrudn prayer, asking the Eternal to show us
prophetic word by Paul for some peopléion (or even potential years for Christ'svhat we need to understand. This is
2000 years after he wrote. But from theeturn). Nevertheless, history shows thathat Joseph and Daniel did (Gen 40:8;
context it is abundantly clear that he waa great many did flee Jerusalem when Ran 2:28; 2:28). We probably also need
addressing people in his own day, andas surrounded by armies a couple @ spend more time ohecoming the
giving them advice. If this were someyears before it fell. Many probablykind of humble servant to whom the
thing to occur many hundreds of yeareemembered Christ's words and undei=ternal will reveal His secrets.
later, why does Paul begin by tellingstood that it applied to them, at that time: What happens if the Eternal doest
them *“this know” and end by show us what these prophecies
telling them to “ turn away” from mean? Then we simply will not
the men he describes? If this were the Eternal could hold back the know—and we will bebetter off
future prophecy, shouldn't he be di d all li . than the millions of people who
emphasizing that they write it anc 1sasters and allow us to live in thought they understood prophecy,

save it so that others will remembe peace for any number of but believed an untruth. If “the end”

it when it happens? T is not coming in your lifetime, do
This does not negate the conce| additional years you really need to know when it

that there are also “later last days”, will come? We have met numerous

but we are asserting that it is, indeedBut when you see Jerusalem surroundgzeople who did not pursue their college
possible, that the “last days” just mayby armies, then know that its desolation isr career goals, did not buy a house, did
from God’ s point of view, have startednear” (Luke 21:20). not marry, had fewer children, did not
in the first century. Suppose we use the Surely the Lord Gob does nothing, save for retirement, did not do any num-
“a day is with the Lord as a thousand Unless He reveals His secret to His ser- ber of things because they thought they
years” principle (2Pet 3:8) and compare vants the prophets (Amos 3:7). were already living in the “last days”.
the 7-day week to a 7000-year plan of We believe that statement. Lots ofNearly all the people that we know who
the Eternal (the Sabbath day represemtrophecy teachers quote it. But it doesiade such mistakes did it because of
ing the Millennial Kingdom of Christ)? not mean that everyone whaterprets their own or someone else’s “prophetic
Days 5, 6 and 7 (millennia 5, 6 and 7—prophecyis a prophet or even a servanstudy"—but not because they believe
from Christ's birth to the end of theof the Eternal. Looking backward, itthat the Eternal directly revealed it to
Millennial Kingdom) would be the threeseems that this statement proves thttem.
“last days”. We are not proposing that asnany church organizations havet had Do not misunderstand us! We aret
an “iron clad” truth of Scripture, but weany of “His servants the prophets”. Howsaying, “there are many more decades
think a real mistake is made thinkingnany church leaders said somethingefore the return of Christ.” The world
that we have got God's Formula all figdike, “God has shown me that | will soonsituation, from a political and historical
ured out and now all we have to do iglie and the man | appoint will undo mosperspective, is probably as dangerous as
plug in a few dates and names and wa my teaching”? How many said, “Godany time in history. The world is full of
can “crack the code” that Daniel sealechas shown me that my church group ievil leaders pursuing selfish interests.
We are not suggesting that people stagbout to have a massive split"? Or didVeapons of mass destruction are now
studying prophecy. Both of this article’sthe leader “proclaim” unity just beforeavailable essentially to anyone who has
authors love to study and crack a code &ss group split? How many church leadenough money. A globe-encircling dis-
much as the next persowWe are just ers said, “God has shown me that | wilaster could happen at any minute. But
suggesting that we all stop joining the be voted out of my own group?” Whathe Eternatouldhold back the disasters
ranks of the millions of Christians person today clearly prophesies majand allow us to live in peace for any
throughout history that thought they world events and is always right? number of additional years.
had prophecy figured out but didn't. The purpose of this article is not to  Let us neither be lax, as if we had a
We need to ask the Eternal for His undestop anyone from studying prophecy in much time, nor fearful, seeking a place of
standing of prophecy for the time that welepth, or from reading the books and lis- escape: Therefore you also be ready, for
really need it. Peter understood the outening to the messages of prophecythe Son of Man is coming at an hour you
pouring of the Holy Spirit from Joel 2:28teachers. The purpose is to help each ofio not expect. Who then is a faithful and
and applied it to his day—even thouglus not to be a part of the “prophetic wise servant, whom his master made
the next few verses (the sun being darlproblem” by dogmatically asserting ruler over his household, to give them
ened and the moon turning to bloodprophetic interpretations that the Eternal food in due season? Blessed is that ser-
apparently did not apply to his time.  has not given us. We clearly need to readvant whom his master, when he comes,
Nearly all of the New Testament waghe prophetic parts of the Bible so we will find so doing. Assuredly, | say to you
written before the devastation of théknow what they say. We clearly need to that he will make him ruler over all his
Jewish nation in 68 through 70 AD. Someaee that evil will be punished, good will goods (Matt 24:44-47).
was probably written only a few yearde rewarded and that the Eternal will — Norman Edwards and Pam Dewey
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“Truckers Study” from page 2 4t o4, even though God told him to. [l have often wondered how many
When he didn’t let go, God (rather than times this scenario has repeated. Joe
ments of the world. It is also a springcursing him) blessed him. How often do (or Jane) decides, for whatever rea-
board to discuss the political wisdomwe just give up on God when holding on son, to dedicate his life to God. He
that we find in the books of Mosesa little longer is all that God requires? reads the Bible, prays, attends ser-
Under that system, the king was held t&nd how many of us would feel com- vices, tries to love his neighbor as
the same standards as everyone el®table arguing with God in such a situ- himself, repents of his sin, gets bap-
(Deut. 17:14-20). ation? Yet we see example after exampldized and has hands laid on him to
We concluded the study by readingf people of God doing just that, and receive the Holy Spirit. His life com-
Isaiah 2:1-5, with the encouragemen®od honoring their wishes! This led into pletely changes and many people
that in the end God wins, and his brief discussion of the parable in Lukethink he is a wonderful example.
Kingdom will be on the earth. Thatl8 about the widow and the unjust During his study, he hears from a
Good News should be our focus. judge, and how her persistence won hegroup that teaches the Sabbath, Holy
[Jesus reserved his worst criti- the request. Days and other Bible truths. When
cism for the leaders of his day who Both truckers today believe there is ahe visits the group, he is amazed that
had much knowledge, but used it forrevival going on in this country. Their he is treated like an unconverted
their own advantage, not to help all evidence is anecdotal, but there is aperson—one that does not know
the people. When John the Baptistgrowing body of interesting anecdotes God. Nobody in this group wants to
came in rather unglamorous circum- that we have begun to see. hear what God has done in his life,
stances, the leaders said, “He has a The second trucker related somethey just want to teach him doctrine.
demon.” — NSE] interesting stories about his home So Joe concludes that only “spiritu-
church. He comes from a town of 300, ally dead” groups keep the Sabbath
March 5, 2000: and 100 of them attend his church. Heand Holy Days, and does not study
Most of the Bible study today was aobviously respects the pastor of thethem again.
one-on-one with a trucker from Califor-church greatly, and he says that he him- | am not saying that everyone who
nia. Near the end we were joined by arself dedicated himself to God (as claims to know God, does know God.
other gentleman from Pennsylvania. opposed to just going to church) whenBut we can never be effective in
In chatting with the first trucker, | someone close to him died after a longteaching others, if we automatically
learned that he was first “saved” (as hi#iness, and he observed the comfort thatassume that God has not worked
calls it) when he was in the military, butthe pastor afforded to the dying man. Hewith them. We must remember that
drifted away and ended up in a drug analso says that for some uncanny reasonChrist said many positive things
alcohol lifestyle. Through participationsermons time after time cover subjectsabout the spiritual condition of some
in Alcoholics Anonymous he was ablethat he and his wife have talked aboutof the people he met—before any of
to overcome those destructive habits arjdst during the prior week, even follow- them were baptized or received the
sought to reconnect with his spirituaing the outlines of what they have stud-Holy Spirit. — NSE]
roots. This is two weeks in a row that wéed together. It has become a joke
heard a story of how AA helped somebetween them and the pastor that Harch 19, 2000:

one overcome addiction and pointednust have their house bugged. Humility is a good thing to experience
them toward God as ultimate power in As a dedicated and convincedrom time to time. We had four truckers
overcoming. Sabbath/Holy Day keeper who holds téoday (including a husband/wife team)

Ultimately, though, it was his family the classical church of God doctrine, thevho knew their Bibles well and had
(wife and children) who started to attendpiritual experiences of people who aréhings to teach. In these studies it is easy
church and study their Bibles, and theinot of our church often surprise me. to succumb to the temptation to domi-
interest encouraged him to follow theithave become convinced that God isate and force it to go in a direction that
lead. working with these people on somd want it to go as opposed to the direc-

He is currently reading in Genesidevel, and it is a joy to have my life inter-tion that the Holy Spirit is leading it.
about the life of Jacob, and we discussexct with theirs. | will remember the les- | opened by asking if there were any
how Jacob’s name literally meansson taught me by the first trucker todayguestions or insights that the truckers
“Deceitful” (see the Hebrew of Jeremiatwho is so thankful to God for turning hiswanted to share, and one trucker began
17:9). Imagine introducing yourself tolife around. “All that | am today”, he talking about trials, and that he has been
someone and saying, “Hi! I'm says, “is because of Him.” facing some. His belief appeared to be
Deceitful.” The name fit, but he met his As a final item our congregationthat trials are a result of our own sins,
match in Laban and changed during hiselps sponsor the Born to Win radio proand we used that as a jumping off point
20 years of servitude. Finally, he wresgram on a local station. It happens to ainto a discussion of why good people
tled with God, showing strength of charat the same time we are at the truck stopuffer. We discussed the book of Job and
acter, and God not only blessed him, bMWe are making arrangements to havethe experiences of Joseph, combining
also changed his name to Israel. tagline added to the end of the broadcafiose experiences with comments in

The story is fascinating on severainviting listeners to join us. The stationboth James’ and Peter’s first epistle
levels, not the least of which relates tbroadcasts from a location just a fevabout the trying of one’s faith works
Jacob’s persistence. He would not let gmiles from our Bible study. patience, and that often times we do suf-
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fer even though we are doing rightchildren—that we have “His DNA” and handled the problem, it was evident that
Having said that, suffering sometimesherefore must take on His characterighey were attempting the Matthew 18
does come as a result of sin. tics. Just as DNA reproduces itself, smethod. He pointed out that there was
My desire was to try to guide the diswe must also go out and reproduce ouno way that the problem could be hid
cussion into one about the Passover asélves spiritually. And we must becomdérom the congregation, and rather than
its meaning. We talked about physicdike God, literally in His image. risk the vagaries of the rumor mill, they
healing, and | pointed to the scripture in The study lasted about two hourshought that it was best to make the
1 Peter 2:24 — “by whose stripes we ar®day, and all of us were amazed at homformation public. The deacon in ques-
healed”, and combining this with 1quickly the time went. While | was a bittion was told that he would be welcomed
Corinthians 11. | wanted to get into aisappointed that | was unable to unloadack into the fellowship upon repen-
discussion of the symbols of the breathe Passover material on them, | musance, but he could not be given a posi-
and the wine, which we were able to dissonclude that it just wasn't the time for ittion of responsibility because the bond
cuss briefly, but then one of the truckers Afterwards, the lady asked me wheref trust had been broken.
picked up on the attitude that thd attend church and | told her about our Previous to this, | had asked about
Corinthians were exhibiting toward eacltongregation here and that we are \&erse 7 (purge out the old leaven) and
other. It was obvious that they wereSabbath-keeping church. She said shehat that means. The answer they gave
unworthy to take of the bread and théhought | was going to say that | was imelated to the leaven of the Pharisees,
wine because they didn't get along verthe “Church of God in Prophecy”and that we no longer need to keep the
well. because our understanding of the miller®ld Testament laws. This answer was
| then turned to John 13 and the footaium is similar to theirs. | have nevemjiven with a very slight hint of hostility.
washing, and | was surprised that threleeard of this church, but perhaps somésaid that | understood the answer (Jesus
out of the four truckers had been irone who is reading this can fill me in orreferred to the leaven of the Pharisees),
churches where this is practiced in a litis beliefs. but | pointed to the context of Paul’s
eral sense. We thus talked about the [l used to try to keep track of all statement, going back to verse one.
meaning of this ordinance from severalof the groups that teach doctrines Clearly, Paul was referring to the leaven
angles. First, Jesus took on the form of athat | once thought were unique to of sin. As with this issue of leaven,
servant and expects us to do the sameChurch of God groups, but | have metaphors can stand for different things
One trucker pointed out that Paul’s given up. There are a lot of indepen- in different parts of scripture. The lesson
instructions in 1 Timothy 5:9-10 say that dent groups and individuals that are | learned here is to keep cool and
a widow should not be “taken into the willing to read their Bible and learn focused when someone is getting a little
number” unless she had first served thewhatever truth that God teaches testy—show them that there is nothing

church and “washed the saints’ feet”. If them. — NSE.] outlandish at all in the study of the Holy
you help others, then you can expect Days. Rather than approaching them
others to help you in your hour of needMarch 26, 2000: from the point of view of God’s Holy

Second, Peter first refused to have hiBoday’s three attendees were a husbaihys vs. pagan holidays, it is best to take
feet washed because he was too proughd wife from Canada, and one of than entirely positive approach. Rather
Peter felt he didn't need anyone’s helpmen who attended last week. than telling them about what is wrong
but Jesus later in John's gospel tells him | began with Acts 17 and the examplevith Easter, | showed them what is right
that he would be led where he didn'dbf the Bereans who searched the scripvith Passover.
want to go. Peter needed to learn that lteres to check out whether what Paul They seemed to enjoy the take on 1
was not self-sufficient. was telling them was so. As a result o€orinthians 5 and its obvious reference to

Third, Jesus washed Judas’ feet evehis, they believed. That is an exampléhe Passover and becoming personally
though he knew that Judas was about for us to check out what people tell usinleavened. So we went to Exodus 12
betray him. And that of course leadsbout the Bible as opposed to just blindand discussed the symbolism of the lamb
back to the whole attitude problem thally accepting what we have been taughtwithout blemish, the separating of the
we see in 1 Corinthians 11. | then asked them what the phraskmb on the tenth day of the month, and

The discussion then turned to othefChrist our Passover is sacrificed for ushow that relates to Jesus’ entry into
subjects, such as what the world wouldheans. The fellow from Canada got derusalem on the tenth day of the first
have been like had Adam and Eve ndittle agitated at this, for he had guessechonth. A number of scriptures were dis-
sinned, which | then pyramided intomy religious background, but in spite oftussed, including John 1:29, 1 Peter 1:19,
reading scriptures relative to the newhat we had a very good study of Jand John 12. We also discussed how the
heavens and the new earth, and scri@orinthians 5, especially the part relatvery moment of Jesus’ death correspond-
tures in Isaiah that talk about theéngto Paul’s use of leaven as a metaphed precisely to the time when the High
Messianic Age. In other words, thefor sin and how it spreads. He relate@riest was sacrificing the Passover lamb.
world will be restored and all mankindhow in his home church in Canada, one Another interesting discussion related
will be able to see that without God weof the deacons had committed the sin @b the law and how Jesus magnified the
can’'t make it work. thievery (against the church’s assets, naw. We were pretty much in agreement

The lady wanted to share with udess), and how the process of resolvingbout the applicability of the Ten
some things she has been contemplatitige issue nearly split the church. As h€ommandments to Christians, and we
relative to what it means to be God'slescribed the process by which thegliscussed the Sabbath in a non-confronta-
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tional way. Now that | think about it, mylems in the world. Stalin was a Jewation and son of God. It is not about the
comments on the Sabbath were made ¢fitler was a Jew. They are obnoxioussupremacy of the state or any other
the assumption that these people amreedy people who are trying to takéwumanly-devised hierarchy. Indeed,
Sabbath keepers, which they are nabver the world.” | asked him if he everGodly leaders are told that we should
Perhaps that was good. | explained hogpent time with any Jews, and of courseot do as the gentiles, but that true lead-
the Sabbath was a blessing to thiee had not. “But all Jews are rich an@rs are the servants of the people. It
Israelites, who had just come out of slawhey became rich by cheating others.” Would do us all well if the church as a
ery. God was giving them a day off, someasked him how he could judge an entirethole came to understand that. The
thing that they never had before, alongace by the actions of a few. | pointedounding fathers of this country sure did.
with instructions to give all their hired aout that | am Italian. Should | be heldBut I digress.

day of rest. It should have been a blesgesponsible for the actions of the Mafia? | told the fellow that | am not about to
ing—a day of liberty—but they hadHe said the Mafia has done some goadaim responsibility for Mussolini just
turned it into a burden by loading it dowrthings for their people (which is ofbecause | have Italian blood in my veins,
with their own rules. Jesus broke thoseourse a nonsequitur). Having grown upor will | claim responsibility for Bill
man-made rules and revealed that the day a part of the country with a strongClinton just because I'm an American.
should be a delight, a day of healing, a dayob influence, | begged to differ. | alsoWe are each individually responsible to
to do good thing for others (Isaiah 58). asked him to stop using anti-Semitic epiGod.

Today’s study was shorter than mosthets in my presence. | asked why God made man, and he
but we had some good discussions. | “Did you know that the National started to disparage the idea of going to
should also add that the fellow whdSocialist Party in Germany during théneaven, to which | agreed. | asked him
joined us for the second time, although 4920’s, 30’s and 40’s was not the Nazio show me in the Bible where it says we
quiet man, is a very deep thinker. TwdParty? ‘Nazi’ was actually a contractiorare going to go to heaven and gaze at
weeks in a row he has grasped thef ‘National Zionists’.” No kidding! God for all eternity. | pointed out that the
importance of the points we made, a$hat's what he said! Bible nowhere says anything like this.
evidenced by some of the comments he | found it interesting that his world- But why did God make man? | shared
has made along the way. view says that a person is responsible fevith him Hebrews 2 and the passages in

the actions of the leaders of those of thie early chapters of Genesis about man

April 2, 2000: same ethnic background. For exampldeing made in God’s image. What does
We had no visitors today until 9:30, andll Jews should be held responsible fat mean to be made in God’s image?
then one trucker made it an unusual vighe beliefs of Karl Marx and the JewistEssentially, God wants us to be like
it. We meet all kinds of people, and thiseaders of the communist world. ThaHim, and God wants to share His cre-
one was by far one of the most interestdiew even extended to himself and higtion with us. The Bible says that we
ing—but by no means inspiring. Some&serman heritage. It is easy to see whshall reign on the earth, and that eventu-
months ago Arlo told me about a viruthis mindset was important to Hitler'sally all things—the entire cosmos—uwiill
lently anti-Semitic trucker, an immi- rise. On the one hand those who suppoite put at our feet.
grant from Germany. When our visitored Hitler could say they were only fol- That seemed to catch his interest, but
came through the door this week, Arldowing orders. On the other, they werdie seemed more interested in spewing
recognized him. The fellow spoke withabrogating their own personal freedomeut more Jewish conspiracy theories. |
a thick Prussian accent, and | knew imand were calling on their own heads thpointed out to him that | have heard
mediately who this fellow was. blood of the millions who died. more conspiracies than you can shake a

| want to relate what happened today His general approach to the people'stick at, and each theory has its own set
only because it gives insight into a wayelationship to the state was evident iof villains behind every rock. Some are
of thinking that is foreign to most of us,his view of the Bible from the perspeccentered around a German conspiracy,
but | believe it is important to under-tive of US history. To him the Bible is asome around a Vatican conspiracy, some
stand the worldview and the assumpgood book that should be honoredround the llluminati, some around the
tions behind it. Arlo went off to other because it united the United States. It Breemasons, some around secular hu-
things, and the Prussian gentlemen andbt good because it is true (in his view itnanists, and some around communists.
had about an hour and a half discussiois, not true), but because it was a mearfgke your pick. Why should his theories
and | only hope that | can relate all thadf controlling the people and creating abe any more valid?
was discussed accurately. orderly society. Under this approach, the Here’s another one you'll love: “The

First, he said that he preferred the Oldnds justify the means, which is oBible would be okay if we could get all
Testament, but he seemed to be poorfpurse precisely the general philosophthe Jews out of it.” Again, | told him that
versed in even that. He said the Bible isfallowed by despots everywhere. Toyou can't lump all people from one ethnic
history book (though a corrupted onejyrants, the state is of greater importanagroup together. The Jews are as diverse a
and people made it into a book about relthan the individual and anything done t@eople in belief and practice as any in this
gion. He was not the least bit interested ifurther the agenda of the state is by deéountry. Some are rich, some are poor.
the Bible definition of religion (Jamesinition moral. As we all know, the Bible Some are devout, some are agnostic.
1:26-27), not even in the observation thas a book about freedom. That freedor&ome are liberal, some are conservative.
the Bible describes a way of life. is tightly bound to the dignity of eachOf course he wouldn’t know that because

“Jews are the cause of all the proband every human being as a unique crle never has had any Jewish friends.
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“The Jews think they are superior tanteresting to have had the Prussian arahd was a bit distressed. One of his fel-
all other people.” | pointed out thatthis African American in the same roomlow employees had told him that Jesus
every nationality feels that way. RusThe guest this week told me that he hadid not rise on Easter Sunday. Not
sians think they are superior. Chinesbeen in the Marine Corps for 12%. yearknowing exactly what he meant (that
think they are superior. The British thinkand was an MP and a weapons traingChrist didn’t rise at all or that he rose at
they are superior. Americans think theye left because “it was time”. He lost aa different time), | reassured him that in
are superior. | left out the Germans, butiend in a training accident and justact Jesus Christ did rise from the dead,
he got my point—so what if the Jewsealized it wasn’t for him any more.  but that his friend was right about the
think they are superior? Every ethnic There were a number of discrepantiming issue. | briefly mentioned the
group has some of that. cies in some of the things he was sayingfiree days and three nights statement

And of course he had nothing good tevhich | won't bore you with, but the and told him that | would try to find
say about Jews marrying non-Jews. Inumbers just didn't add up, and so something for him to read on the sub-
his view they are just trying to blend indoubt some of what he was sayingect, which I'll bring to him next week.
with the population at large so that theiHaving said that, | hope he was beingle took with him a short tract that
children can have Aryan-looking fea-honest when he said that the birth of hishows the evidence supporting the fact
tures. | pointed out that | married ason a couple of years or so ago changed the resurrection.

German girl, but it had nothing to dohis life. Now that he has this responsi- Guests today included a couple, a man
with infiltrating the Aryan race. Maybe | bility, he no longer takes chances that hieom the community, and finally a gen-
married her because | loved her? once took. Based on what he was sayintiemen who joined us for the third time.

In a way | found this conversationhis wife and son are the most important | began the Bible study today by
rather engaging, if nothing else to gain athings in his life. He believes strongly inannouncing that | have been feeling a bit
insight into a mindset that | hope is totalpersonal responsibility and is upset witipuny for the past day or so after wit-
ly foreign to all of us. Yes, there are stilthose of his own race who want to blamaessing the events of the weekend
people like this running around, everthe white man for all their problems. Asinvolving the storming of the Gonzalez
within our own borders. It is a totally evilhe says he tells them, the white man didiousehold in Miami. | asked them to
and deceptive worldview. May Godn't make you do drugs, or rob that storegurn to 2 Chronicles 7:14. Knowing that
spare all of us from similar delusions. or rape that woman. You did it. We havé would be unable to maintain my com-

Arlo called me this afternoon to seeenough problems making it in this sociposure if | read it, | asked one of the oth-
how things went, and he pointed out thatty by being black. Why are you makingers to read it:
maybe we can plant a seed here aiideven harder on yourself? “If My people who are called by My
there and get him thinking about a few Another trucker dropped in at abouname will humble themselves, and pray
things. We shouldn’t lose hope that on8:45, and Arlo talked separately withand seek My face, and turn from their
day he might repent and even be in th@m. He's a single fellow, very devout,wicked ways, then | will hear from heav-
first resurrection. If you think about it,who is having a hard time findingen, and will forgive their sin and heal
the fellow made it a point to come up taChristian women. Arlo told him abouttheir land.”
the Bible study today for his secondhe power of prayer, and | pointed outto We discussed the state of the nation,
visit. Maybe he is searching. him the principle in 1 Corinthians 7 andbut | also wanted to point out that God

[Those who teach much be pre- Philippians 4:11-13 about accepting théas a plan to bring peace to the earth.
pared to see the evil of the world— state that he is in and using the freedo@hrist will return and the government of
just as God sees the evil. But thosehe has as a single man to serve God afbd will finally reign on the earth.
who hate usually know little about man. Those of us who are married often The gentleman from the community
those whom they hate and have everave other responsibilities that hampeasisked a question regarding why so few

less interest in learning more. our ability to serve. are Christians. What about salvation for

Sharing real knowledge is sometimes  [When | was single, | would hear the Buddhists and Hindus of the world?

the first step to reconciliation. — marriage sermons and think, “get- From this we discussed the resurrection

NSE] ting along is easy, finding a mate is of the righteous and the resurrection to
the difficult thing.” Now that | have judgment.

April 16, 2000: been married for many years, when |  Finally, | gave a short message on

Nothing overly exciting to report today. hear singles talk about the difficul- how we are not saved by the blood of
Right at starting time a trucker came in, ties of finding a mate, | think: “find- Christ. Romans 5:9-10 says we are justi-
and | asked him if he was there for theing a mate was easy, its working to- fied by his blood, reconciled by his
Bible study, and he said no. He was justgether with a mate and children that death, butsavep BY His LIFE. Thus it
going to sit back and listen. Since heis difficult!” We all need to learn to isn't just his death that is important, but
was the only one there, Arlo steppedhave compassion for others and try His resurrection gives us newness of
out for a while and | sat down with the to help them—even if their situation life, both so that we can have eternal life,

trucker and began a conversation. is different from ours. — NSE] but also so that we can walk in a new
As a broad brush, this conversation way (Romans 6:4). Going back to the
was a refreshing contrast to the one | hapril 23, 2000: original theme, the way this country

with the Nazi truck driver that | had aBefore the Bible study, one of the emmust repent is one person at a time. The
couple of weeks ago. It would have beeployees, a young man, came in to taliwalk we walk, the lives we live, must be
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a worthy reflection of the Father. Toodo one by one, face to face, neighbor tAnother”, Ramon Coleman encourages
often people will look at Christians andheighbor. us to use Sabbath services as a time to
say, “If that's a Christian, then | want Helpers of Your Joy Ministries think and teach about positive things. If
nothing to do with it.” We must walk in would like to offer you a free sermonyou would like a copy of this sermon,
that newness of life so that others wiltape. Why do you attend church semplease send me your mailing address via
see and know and desire to followvices? So often people go home frore-mail.

Simply getting the “right” people in services feeling discouraged, and yet the

public office won't save this country. writer of Hebrews tells us that we should — Lenny Cacchio; 705 Ne Bryant Dr

The spirit of the people needs to bencourage one another daily (3:13). In a Lees Summit, Missouri 64086
reformed, and that's something we casermon entitled “Encourage One |_cacchio@yahoo.corii

“Understanding Daniel 2” time that the iron reclaimedHe land’ form ten nations, or will the ten toes be

Jrom page 7 during the Crusades and since 1917 wheepresented by five nations from the iron

the land was returned to Israel). and five nations from the clay? And just

sive civilization “don’t count”. It is not | believe the clay, which is virtually how does the Catholic Church figure

even fair to say that these empires ruleédnored in all explanations of Daniel 2 ignto this equation? The Pope has recent-
over the “known world” of their time. the Moslem Empire. It is divided andly traveled to the Middle East and
Historic evidence shows they had at leaftactured not cleaving one to anotheembraced the Moslem Yasser Arafat.
minimal interaction with the East—peo-and in conflict with the iron as to whoWill there be a temporary agreement
ple whom they did not rule. To be honesghould rule the land’ (Dan 2:41-43).  between the iron and the clay, especially
God stopped the building of the tower of The contention between the Iron andoncerning the land’? Will Jerusalem
Babel, and there have never been amjay, as described in Daniel 2:43 hafall further under the control of the iron
“world-ruling” empires since. been fulfilled in several ways. One wayand/or the clay again?

However, we can say these kingsvas by way of the Crusades. Rome (the The land ruled by the eastern half of
ruled ‘the land” in the Middle East, the iron) under the inspiration of, or in thethe old Roman Empire is now almost
land God gave to Abraham—Palestinéorm of the Catholic Church came dowrentirely Moslem in religion, and the land
as some people call it. Nebuchadnezzand recovered much ofHe land” and ruled by the western half of the old
the “head of gold” ruled over the land ofestablished a branch of the iron empirRoman Empire is almost entirely
Israel when the prophecy was givenin the Land of Palestine. As time passe@®Roman Catholic in religion. (But those
The prophecy ends with Christ returnthe clay in the form of the Ottomanportions of the western part of the
ing, who will rule from the land of Empire recoveredthe land’. The clay Roman Empire that are not Roman
Israel. Daniel 2 should probably say thabtad complete control until December 9Catholic are undergoing a religious ecu-
this final kingdom will rule “the whole 1917 when the British General Allenbymenical movement to co-operate and
land”. We can look elsewhere to findbrought his army in. This was Kislev 24even reunite with the Mother Church of
that it will rule the whole world. on the Hebrew Calendar, a date merfRome. Just what does all this mean? Is

Theclay is not just there to divide thetioned in Haggai 2:10, 18, 20. It waghis also part of the fulfilment of this
Iron into fragments, but can be viewed asxactly 7 times 360 years (a day for arophecy?) How can these two different
a 5th Empire. It is listed separately inyear) or 2,520 years after it had beereligions, the Catholics and the
verse 35. | believe we have éixe “land captured by the Head of goldMoslems, come together in a temporary
of lIsrael’-ruling empires, not four Nebuchadnezzar in 604BC (God hadgreement?

“world-ruling” empires. The clay appearssaid to the nation of Israel, “If you will There are ten nations spoken of in
to have ruled “the land” longer than thenot obey me | will punish you 7 times”).Psalm 83—a prophecy that has appar-
other four kingdoms all put together. To this day, the land’ is neither com- ently never been fulfilled. Could these

The kingdom of iron divided into two pletely under Moslem or Israelite conten nations be the ten nations of the clay
parts is represented by the two legs. Theol. The Jews control much of it, but thehat are in the feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s
western half of the Roman Empire wa$/loslems still have their areas or controlream? What about Saddam Hussein,
ruled from Rome and the eastern half waghich include the Temple mount. who has spent billions of dollars rebuild-
ruled from Constantinople in what is But more of this prophecy is yet to beng the ancient city of Babylon? How
known today as Turkey. The westerrulfilled. The iron and clay in Daniel 9 does the city of Babylon fit into this
empire was later turned over to the Popare mingled together, yet not sticking tgrophetic scenario? Are Arafat and the
of the Catholic Church. Even the title ofone another. The stone smashing the idBLO the “little horn” Daniel speaks of in
the rulers of the Roman Empire, ‘pontifi-is also yet to be fulfilled. Just what willlater chapters of the book of Daniel, as
cus maximus’ was transferred to the Popthis mean for the future? We need to addarvyn Byers claims in his book, “Is
Today, the Catholic Church and much oBod to show us that which we need térafat an Apocalyptic Character?” Time
Europe represent the iron kingdom oknow. We can also ask good questionsill only tell, but we should be watching
Rome. But the eastern half of the Romaand watch events in the Middle East. the events in Israel and the Middle East
Empire including northern Africa was How are the events playing out todaynd the Roman Catholic Church’s
conquered by the Moslems, who havin the Middle East fulfilling the prophe- involvement there very closely.
ruled over that portion of the Romarcy of Daniel 27 Is the iron going to formProphecy may be fulfilled right under
Empire to this very day (except for thden nations, and the clay also going tour nosestd
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The Rest of the Story

By Rick Frazee

This article is based on a true story. Sometimes we see God working among us and assume that it
means that God is working just here and just now. This story can give us a perspective that is
eye opening and encouraging, a perspective that we should be reminded of every now and then.
With apologies to Paul Harvey, | call this message “The Rest of the Story”

“Mutiny on the Bounty”? Re- and women. History is unclear on thegroup of people with terrible examples
member Captain Bligh and thedetails, but some have said that thef family relationships?
hero/mutineer Mr. Christian? That wasero, Mr. Christian, was shot and killed What was society like when Pitcairn
essentially a true story that happened mfter attempting to steal another man's/as rediscovered?
the late 1700s. It begins with Kingwife. | would like to quote fronThe Book
George Il of England in the year 1768 They lied, cheated, stole, and murNobody Knowsby Bruce Barton:
when he decided that certain uninhabidered until within just a few years there  There was no jail. There was no hospi-
ed South Sea Islands would be moreas just one of the original mutineers tal. There was no insane asylum. There
useful if they had a better food supplyleft. It was so wretched and violent that was no illiteracy, no crime, no disease.

It was believed that the breadfruitonly one of the original fifteen men died The people had no doctors, took no med-
palm could make these islands habitf natural causes. This society gave newicine, used no liquor.... Nowhere on earth
able, so in 1787 King George sent out meaning to the word dysfunctional. It were life and property more safe. What
small ship The Bountyto transplant the was on course for extinction: one man changed that place from a hell on earth to
breadfruit from Tahiti to these otherleft with a harem of Tahitian women and a little speck of heaven dropped down on

Remember the story of thebut every possible combination of mertould be left of such a dysfunctional

South Sea islands. a bunch of children. the South Seas? The reading of The
The Bounty arrived in Tahiti on Book.

October 26, 1788. Just a few The reading of the Holy Bible?

months later, some of the crew le Now, my curious nature said,

by Mr. Christian mutinied. They 1ney took the Bible literally, and «Tnis is too good to be true. This
didn't want to leave this beautiful they did their best to pattern sounds like a fairy tale.” After a
island. The pirates were chase s : trip to the library and armed with a
down and most of them Werethe]r little island VYOFld a’fter the stack of books | set out to discover
brought to justice. However, ninemodel they found in God’s Word, the true story of these people, who
mutineers escaped on The Bount  the Bible. As a result, God were human beings just like you
taking with them 17 natives, . and me. | found that the picture
including six men, ten women, anc poured out abundant blessmgs Bruce Barton painted in words was

one girl of 15. essentially true, but it failed to
In their desperation to escape express their struggles. The strug-

the hangman’s noose they fled to a Which brings us to “The Rest of thegle to survive the elements, the hurri-

small, little known place called PitcairnStory”. canes, the heat, drought and cold. The

Island. It was a tiny place, only two The Ilast mutineer was namedight to overcome their own mistakes
miles long and one mile wide, a ruggedAlexander Smith. This man who couldorought down on them by a dysfunc-
mountainous island with only about 8&arely read and write was left wonderingional society, illiteracy, and their own
acres of soil suitable for crops. what had happened to their dream diuman nature. Through all of this a
This small group set out to makeparadise, a man left with ugly memorieseemingly perfect society began to
Pitcairn their home; nine hardenedand an uncertain future. emerge. Why? They took the Bible lit-
tough English sailors and 17 Tahitians Then, in a sailor's chest, he found @rally, and they did their best to pattern
creating one of the most diverse antook. He began to read it. It made senstheir little island world after the model
unlikely groups imaginable, maroonedHe started to regret his past and resolvedey found in God’s Word, the Bible.
on a beautiful South Sea island to follow the principles that he found inAs a result, God poured out abundant
They had escaped the oppression dat book. He set out to teach a new waylessings.
British rule, and surely their dreamsf life to the kids. They grew up, got Are we as committed? Are we as
were of an island paradise of peace andarried, and more children were borndetermined?
happiness. But the society that resultedheir society prospered. | have known many who have studied
well, the Encyclopedia Britannica Finally, nearly twenty years later inthe Bible, sometimes pretty diligently,
called it “Hell on earth”. They created1808, the American ship The Topadut seldom with such graphic results. So
their own culture with no rules, with nobrought news of the fate of the muti-
law. They not only practiced polygamyneers to the rest of the world. Wha Continued on page 43
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“The Love of God” from page 1 anq \ithout God's continuing love for hired hand who drove the truck to the

us, we would be subject to our own morfields told me to get on the truck. | told

and reach out to a relationship with Gothrlity, alone and without spiritual pur-him | had to go get Rolley-Lee and his
for all eternity? Many times in the Oldpose in the universe. God does not owgife some water. In my mind as a child,
and New Testament the Bible statess His love, nor is He obligated to lovd thought they might die if | didn't get
Christians were tortured and killed awmis. Yet, God did choose to love us, anthem the water. When | walked away, he
subjects of mockery, dwelled in cave# cost Him His most precious treasure inmmediately hit me with his fist. As |
and in tents in the desert, and sufferetthe whole universe, His Son Jesuwas falling, | grabbed a clump of grass
much in their lives (Heb 11:35-39). DidChrist. And, Christ did not consider itjust before | passed out because | knew
they see something in God that was fanough to give His life to save us fronthat no one would save me from falling
greater than physical life itself? Whasin (which is remembered in theinto the creek. When | finally came to
did they see? Passover). Christ loved mankind sa@onsciousness, | was all alone. Because

Is the answer that they separateshuch that after giving His life for us, Heof this kind of treatment my whole life at
themselves spiritually from this Earth inwent even further and dwells in us, crethe orphanage, my vision of a “father
order to forfeit their security and com-ating God in us to bring us into the famfigure” was someone who administered
forts in this temporary life for somethingily and Kingdom of God (which is severe punishment and showed no love.
far greater? Did they escape the bondagevealed in the Sabbath Day). One da4 father’s role to me was to punish, pun-
of this physical life and reach out to Godve will be with God and Jesus Christsh, punish!
and bond with Him? The only logicalforever because of Their great love for When | was older and in the
answer that would justify such incredi-us. Worldwide Church of God, | carried
ble acts of sacrifice and suffering is that | would like to relate how I found out these feelings with me and felt like
these Christians bonded with God totalabout God the Father’s love for me. IrChrist’s job was to appease the Father on
ly and completely. God became theithe early 1940s | was a little boy about 8ur behalf because He was such a harsh

reason for living and they knew His
love for them. As they faced their.

own prospects of death, the)

God. For years the Church rein-
forced these feelings because it
preached the works of the law and

looked forward to a better resurrec | er% strongly that God at that
tion (1Cor 15), to an incorruptible precise moment stepped off of
life, merged with God for all eter-  Hig Throne, the Great Throne
nity. . . .

v over the entire universe, His

the wages of sin, with very little

mention of God the Father’s love,
grace and mercy towards us. As
time went on, my fears and worries

What is this bonding factor that concerning God the Father became

makes people go so far in thei

majestic, powerful, and

more intense, and | became afraid
of Him and couldn’t feel love for

relationship with God, where they almighty Throne. and through

will allow themselves to be thrown . . o ’

into the fire, burned at the stake HiS Spirit, He came down and
put His arm around me, and

lose their homes and families, suk
ject themselves to persecution, an told me He loved me

be put to death in the most horrer
dous way devised by mankind’ One day, while | was attending a
What force or ingredient makes it church Spokesman Club, the topic
possible for a human being to go this fayears old and was placed in an orphaffier discussion was to name one of the
and still love God? | believe the answeage home-school with 150 other chilbest things that your earthly father has
is that God’s love in them is so fulfilling dren in the Appalachians. With noever done for you. | was stifled for
and joyful that it strengthens them tomother or father, the teachers becanwords, realizing my view of all fathers
reach out beyond the physical ties of thisur parents and mentors. When | wawas that they were for correction and not
Earth and to believe in a better resurre@pproximately 12 years old, all of thefor love. So as | went home that night, |
tion, a resurrection to dwell with the Onéboys had to go and work in the fieldsvas very broken up and disturbed by the
who created the entire universe. The jogarly each morning as we worked fofact that other men said positive and lov-
of God’s love and His affection tran-our own food. In the hollow between theng things about their fathers.
scends this physical life, fading it tomountains behind our orphanage there | knelt down to pray to God the
insignificance compared to a life withlived an elderly couple, who lived with Father about it, realizing | had a differ-
God without end. no running water or inside plumbing. Atent way of seeing things. During my
Sometimes we can look at God, outhe time of this event, they were botlprayer, a strong feeling came over me
heavenly Father, the way most childresick in the bed and asked me after breathat | was standing at the edge of a field.
look at their physical fathers. We takdast the next day to bring them watel saw myself from the back as a small
God’s love for granted, thinking Hefrom the spring and build a fire. Theboy with bib overalls, and | was facing a
owes it to us for that is His job, for He isspring was about 1,000 ft. from theifforest. The forest was dark and frighten-
our Father. In our childish way of look-home and there was no way they wetiag to me. | realized | had to go through
ing at things, we forget that if God did-able to get their own water. this forest to get to the other side, and |
n't love us so much, we would not exist. After breakfast that next day, thehad great fear inside me. Suddenly there

Page 42 Mar/Apr 2000

Him either. | felt like God’s total
relationship with humans was one
of correction, or else we would be
condemned and go into the Lake of
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appeared Someone standing beside me,When | think of God’s love, | think of
who reached down and took my handa song | used to sing when | was about 8

how measureless and strong,
It shall forever more endure...

holding it gently but firmly. He said with years old in the orphanage, which goes

an assuring and loving voice that Hdike this:
would go with me through the forest. As  The love of God is greater far, than
| started to see “the love of God” during tongue or pen could ever tell;

So the conclusion of this article is
best expressed by the Apostle Paul in
Romans 8:35, 38-39 below:

this prayer session, | began to cry. As | It goes beyond the highest star, and
was crying, | felt strongly that God at reaches to the lowest hell.

that precise moment stepped off of His  Could we with ink the ocean fill, and
Throne, the Great Throne over the entirewere the skies a parchment made,
universe, His majestic, powerful, and  And every stalk on earth a quill, and
almighty Throne, and through His Spirit, every man a scribe by trade,

He came down and put His arm around  To write the love of God above, would
me, and told me He loved me. Needlessdrain the ocean completely dry.

to say, | cried much that day because |  Nor could the scroll contain or hold,
saw the love of God that | had never though it stretched from sky to sky.
seen before. Oh love of God, how rich and pure,

...Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, Or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?

...For | am persuaded that neither
death nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

“The Rest of the Story”

5 41 Finally, they took action. They werelegalistic, yet no one could argue with
rom page

motivated. When they found the truththe results.

they applied it. They zealously A friend of mine once knew a man

| determined to find out what they didembraced the principles they discoveredtho went to Pitcairn as a social worker.
that so dramatically turned their societyn God’s Word, sometimes maybe todVvhen he came back, he was not only
around. | found evidence of three basienthusiastically. baptized, but he came back to the United
points whose results are so dramatic and When they discovered fasting, for eéBtates to tell their story to anyone who
inspiring. while they fasted twice a week. would listen.

First, they put themselves in God’'s When they came to understand foot What an awe-inspiring example for
hands, totally, and without reservationwashing as a symbol of humility, theyus today! They used the Bible, the
They trusted God to speak to themwvashed each other’s feet every week. power of God speaking through His
through the words of his Bible, by When the seventh day Sabbath wa#/rd, to overcome the worst kind of
prayer, and by study. They prayegresented to them in the mid-1800s bglysfunctional background and physical
together in the morning and in thehe Seventh Day Adventists “with thetrials. The next time you are discouraged
evening. In their tradition they all stud-support of many passages of scriper depressed, the next time you are faced
ied the Bible together, every day, using iture”, they zealously embraced thevith an impossible trial, turn to the
as a guide for living. Sabbath. answer Book. Look for God to reveal

One story tells of a visitor staying The bookPitcairn Island by David the answer through the textbook of life,
with an Island family. After everyone inSilverman, says, the Holy Bible. Expect God to help just
the house had gone to bed, the Evidence of the modern Pitcairers’  as He helped them. God did it for them,

Pitcairners waited until they thought the faith is both abundant and impressive.
visitor was asleep, then they all got up to Their close observance of its tenets
pray. They were dedicated to looking to involves not merely the practice and ritu-
God for answers. als; it requires many material sacrifices.
Which brings me to the second point: The Sabbatarian restrictions on labor fre-
they tended to be open minded. Theyquently proved galling [from the author’s
followed the example of the Bereans. In point of view], as when, on one of their all-
Acts 17:11 we read, “they received the important trips to gather miro-wood.
word with all readiness of mind, and Unfavorable winds landed them at
searched the scriptures daily to find out Henderson Island on the Sabbath. The
whether these things were so.” Pitcairers chose to return without the
The people of Pitcairn Island actively prized wood rather than cut and load it on
followed this verse. One book said the the Sabbath.
Pitcairners were known for their insa-

and He will do it for us.

Earlier, | promised “The Rest of the
Story”. I'd like to list for you a summa-
ry of the teachings of the Pitcairners of
the late 1800’'s. Again, from David
Silverman’s book Pitcairn Island
(remember that Mr. Silverman was an
outsider—think about what he would
say if he were talking about us):

Their tenets included belief in the

Second Coming of Christ and the concur-

rent beginning of the Millenium, and a

Hebraic emphasis on Sabbath obser-

These people energetically embracedvance on Saturday. The new creed further

tiable desire for religious tracts. Wherthe Bible as the literal words of God, a involved acceptance of the Bible as the
they found the truth, the same thing hagslueprint on which to base their lives. It only rule of faith and practice, the doc-
pened to them that happened to theorked with awesome results. Even trines of salvation by faith, baptism by
Bereans: “Therefore, many of thenwhen outsiders severely criticized them immersion, foot-washing before commu-
believed” (Acts 17:12). They werefor their strict adherence to biblical prin- nion, and tithing.

actively searching God’'s Word for Hisciples, they followed the Bible anyway. Mutineers to God’s elect! Could that
will and asking how it applied to them. Think about it! They were being calledbe the real rest of the stori2
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