ZMay God himself, the God of peace,
sanctify you through and through. May your
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. % The one
who calls you is faithful and he will do it.

Hebrews 10:22: let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed
with pure water. 2Let us hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful. 2 And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deeds.
% | et us not give up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.

%|f we deliberately keep on sinning after we
have received the knowledge of the truth, no
sacrifice for sins is left, Zbut only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will
consume the enemies of God. 2 Anyone who
rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 2How
much more severely do you think a man
deserves to be punished who has trampled the
Son of God under foot, who has treated as an
unholy thing the blood of the covenant that
sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of
grace? 3 For we know him who said, It is mine to
avenge; | will repay,” and again, “The Lord will
judge his people.” #'It is a dreadful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God.

32Remember those earlier days after you
had received the light, when you stood your
ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.
3 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to
insult and persecution; at other times you stood
side by side with those who were so treated.
#You sympathized with those in prison and

joyfully accepted the confiscation of your
property, because you knew that you yourselves
had better and lasting possessions.

% So do not throw away your confidence; it
will be richly rewarded. 3You need to persevere
so that when you have done the will of God, you
will receive what he has promised.

Christ Is There When We Need Him!

Hebrews 4:12: For the word of God is living
and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart. "*Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything
is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of
him to whom we must give account.
4 Therefore, since we have a great high priest
who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we
profess. > For we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 6Let
us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.

May God strengthen you, the reader! e
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Wake Up
To God!

2 Peter 3:10: But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief. The heavens will disappear
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by
fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid
bare. ' Since everything will be destroyed in this
way, what kind of people ought you to be? You
ought to live holy and godly lives.

This tract consists mostly of quotes from the
Bible (NIV). Its purpose is to inspire the man or
woman who believes in the God of the Bible—
to “wake up” and realize that God has called us
for a purpose and what we do in this life
matters! We are “storing up” for the judgment.

Matthew 12:35: The good man brings good
things out of the good stored up in him, and the

evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored
up in him. 38But | tell you that men will have to
give account on the day of judgment for every
careless word they have spoken. ¥ For by your
words you will be acquitted, and by your words
you will be condemned.

There is no doubt that salvation is offered
through Jesus, the Christ, as a free gift. But
when we give our lives to Christ, He expects us
to use them for His glory and to do His works.

1 Corinthians 3:11: For no one can lay any
foundation other than the one already laid, which is
Jesus Christ. 2If any man builds on this foundation
using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or
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straw, 13his work will be shown for what it is,
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of
each man’s work. "If what he has built survives,
he will receive his reward. *If it is burned up, he
will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as
one escaping through the flames.

The Need for Positive Action

As people live their lives, they make plans
and set aside money for education, housing,
clothing, recreation, socialization, getting a better
job, etc. Serving Christ should be an integral part
of all of the above things—and every other
aspect of our lives. Our long-term planning and
our day-to-day living are for Christ.

James 2:14: What good is it, my brothers, if
a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?
Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother
or sister is without clothes and daily food. '6If
one of you says to him, “Go, | wish you well;
keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about his physical needs, what good is it? 7In
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not
accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; |
have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds,
and | will show you my faith by what | do. "*You
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the
demons believe that—and shudder.

2You foolish man, do you want evidence
that faith without deeds is useless? #'Was not
our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for
what he did when he offered his son Isaac on
the altar? 2You see that his faith and his
actions were working together, and his faith was
made complete by what he did. 2And the
scripture was fulfiled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.
2You see that a person is justified by what he
does and not by faith alone.

% |n the same way, was not even Rahab the
prostitute considered righteous for what she did
when she gave lodging to the spies and sent
them off in a different direction? % As the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds
is dead.

Each Believer Has Different Gifts

Not every believer will be doing the same
thing. Other scriptures list other gifts (1Cor 12-
14; Eph 4:11-15; 1Pet 4:8-11). None of these
scriptures claim to include al/ of the gifts—so
we can safely assume that Christ may be
granting new gifts in our day.

Romans 12:6: We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his
faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let
him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs
of others, let him give generously; if it is
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Do Not Wait to Be “Perfect” to Start
Some believers feel inadequate to start
serving God. They plan to do it after they “know
a little more” or “improve their life”. These
verses show God honors imperfect teaching and
sends people to help correct the sincere teacher.
Acts 18:24: Meanwhile a Jew named
Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a
thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 2 He had
been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he
spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus
accurately, though he knew only the baptism of
John. #%He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard
him, they invited him to their home and
explained to him the way of God more
adequately.

All Believers Need Fruits of the Spirit

2 Peter 1:5: For this very reason, make
every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; 8and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness,
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness,
love. 8For if you possess these qualities in
increasing measure, they will keep you from
being ineffective and unproductive in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But if
anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted
and blind, and has forgotten that he has been
cleansed from his past sins.

0 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more
eager to make your calling and election sure.
For if you do these things, you will never fall,
"and you will receive a rich welcome into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

Believers Should Help Each Other

Thessalonians 5:11: Therefore encourage
one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.

2Now we ask you, brothers, to respect
those who work hard among you, who are over
you in the Lord and who admonish you. ¥ Hold
them in the highest regard in love because of
their work. Live in peace with each other. "4 And
we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle,
encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient
with everyone. ®Make sure that nobody pays
back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind
to each other and to everyone else.

6Be joyful always; "pray continually;
8give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God'’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

9Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 2do not
treat prophecies with contempt. 2! Test
everything. Hold on to the good. 2 Avoid every
kind of evil.



