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Feast of Trumpets

The First
Trumpet Blast

by W. L. Schneider

But thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our
Lord, Jesus Christ (1Cor15:57).

Do not fear, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom (Luke 12:32).

For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
we who are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be
with the Lord. Therefore comfort
one another with these words
(1Thes 4:16-18).

...l am God and there is none
like Me, declaring the end from the
beginning... (Isa 46:9-10).

How caring is our God who show
us the triumphant outcome of his plé
long before it comes to pass. Victory
assured! We see the end from t

Day of Atonement

How to
Overcome Sin

by Toli Bohonik

baptized? Do you remember when vy

accepted Jesus as your personal sa

and all of your sins were forgiven, all @

your sins were washed away?
| do.

How about where you were bay
tized, do you remember the place? H
some it was in a river, for others it wg
a swimming pool, and for still others
may have been a simple baptismal ta
stored at a friends home.

| remember very well.

After thirty years the details are sti

Do you remember when you were

Feast of Tabernacles

Don’t Appear
Empty

by Pam Dewey and Norman Edwards

It is the common custom in the

bUSabbatarian churches originally affili-

viated with the Worldwide Church of

f God (which observe the annual Holy
Days) to take up an offering during
each of the Holy Day seasons. Just
- before the offering is taken up during a

ochurch service, the following passage

1Sis usually read:

t Three times in a year shall all

nk thy males appear before the LORD

thy God in the place which he shall

choose; in the feast of unleavened

bread, and in the feast of weeks,

fresh in my mind. | was baptized in an
indoor swimming pool. The water was
cold and smelled of chlorine. | was the
only person baptized that afternoon.
But what | remember best are my emo-
tions. It was a very emotional experi-
ence. There was anticipation, excite-

and in the feast of tabernacles: and
they shall not appear before the
LorD empty: Every man shall give
as he is able, according to the
blessing of the LorD thy God which
he hath given thee (Deut 16:16-17,
KJV).

ment, and there was genuine joy.
Afterward, as | stood by the po
dripping wet and shivering (not fro
the cold water but from the excitemen
s | remember thinking, “Now | have bee
angiven salvation... and my salvation
iscertain”. | was truly happy!
he | also remember a unique and wo

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 12

The phrase “they shall not appear
| before the bRD empty” is rendered in
the NIV as “empty-handed”. The clear
).implication is that one should “bring a

gift” to these gatherings “before the
sLord”.

But what kind of “gift"? It is usual-

dy money. We see nothing wrong with

Continued on page 17
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Trucker’s
Bible Study

ger rants’

NEWS

Oak Grove, Mo., Part 5

The Truckers’ Bible Study is conducted weekly at the Texaco truck sto
I-70 in Oak Grove, Missouri. Arlo Gieselman, a member of the Church of (
7th day started the study. He is often assisted by Lenny Cacchio.

August 23, 1998 A man and wife came on their way to Daytona, Florid
They heard about our study in a pamphlet that lists various truck stop
istries. Neither Arlo nor | knew about this, and it is possible that one of
previous customers is trying to help us out. Who knows? It listed the stud
starting at 8:30 instead of 9:00—but we still got together with these peog

The man has a sister involved in what most of us would consider to
cult, and one that has taken her for all her money and is controlling her
and he asked for some help in dealing with it. We let that request pass
went on to doctrinal things. He brought us back to his request for help, an
got off on a tangent again.

Two ears are better than one mouth.

We finally were able to address his request for help, but we had to be
over the head to get there. | hope we were able to get him to see that the
two questions involved with his concerns. Satan is the god of this world
has the whole world deceived. Just because his sister is deceived it d
mean that God is going to condemn her. God will give everyone a chan
learn his ways, and most of that will happen after Satan has been bound

While that should be comforting, the woman is enslaved now and dog
know it. In fact she is probably miserable. As Christians we should be builg
bridges rather than walls. Don't argue doctrine, which she wants to do al
time, but make yourself available to her and let her know you love her. Be a
and lights don't make noise. Jesus said he waits at the door and knocks, an
ever wants to can open that door. Just keep knocking and be patient. The
also some good materials out at various Bible bookstores on how to deal
this particular cult. This cult is particularly a problem because the Bible is
their source of doctrine, so one cannot refer to the Bible as common groun

There are so many things to learn from these studies, and it is so impg
to have God's presence with us and Satan's hand restrained. Please pr
we can have wisdom in dealing with whatever comes down the interstate

September 20, 1998After three weeks of nobody showing up, we had thr
truckers. We tried a new strategy today. Rather than relying on the sign an
announcement, truckers were approached personally, offered a copy of J
Gospel, and personally invited. Had this not been done, we would not havg
anyone today, either. The reality is that there are more people potentially i
ested in what we are doing, but simply do not know that we are upstairs.

Too many subjects were touched upon to summarize here. But some
eral perceptions might prove interesting:

1. Mentioning the Sabbath is often not a shock to these people. Again we
a participant who knows which day is the Sabbath and even how it was cha

2. Instinctively people know that Christianity is a way of life. Peop
want to talk about personal problems and concerns, knowing that Chris
should be able to provide help and answers. This reminds me of the Zig Z
line that | do believe is correct: People don't care how much you know
they know how much you care.

3. You never know when you will meet someone at a life crossroad
someone who is looking for answers. A gift of a Bible, a few audio tapes,
a chance to talk is sometimes the best tool of evangelism. It does not
much money, but it does take God's spirit. This is preaching the Gospe
old fashioned way, one disciple at a time.
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—Lenny Cacchio, e-mail: lcacchio@unicom.ng

Servants’ News is a ministry to help others under-
stand the Creator’s will, obey Him, and teach others. We
believe that the Bible contains the foundation of knowl-
edge about our Creator and that He is actively working
through people today. Our focus is to help the Sabbath-
keeping brethren who believe Yeshua (Jesus) is the
Messiah, but we realize that the Eternal works with many
groups and individuals.

We believe the gospel should be given freely—you
may copy this newsletter and give it to others. Servants”
News has nothing to sell and has no financial ties with
other organizations, but is supported by those who per-
sonally decide to help this ministry. We do not have IRS
tax exempt status, but the IRS accepts some charitable
deductions without such status (see IRS Publication
557, p. 16, col. 1).
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Associate Editors:  Tim & Jeanice Davis, Marleen
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Fax: 517-543-8899
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a sermonette by Tom Damour, pastor of the UCGIA. Congregations within the
Steven coums tﬂ A“Stralla the Bloomington, Canton, and SpringJnited States (US) must also agree to
Steven Collins, internationallyfield, IL congregations, Mike Mayfieldabide by the Bylaws of UCGIA. Each
renowned for his superb book “Lost Teand Joan Osborn performed an inspirirgntity outside the US will be constituted
Tribes of Israel—Found!”, will be visit- rendition of “People Need the Lord.” as a National Council (or some equiva-
ing New Zealand and Australia next Following a few brief announcementent), or Local Congregation. Each mem-
year. He will be presenting a series &y Vic Kubik, pastor of the Terre Hautder must be accepted by the Council of
lectures on the migrations of the ‘lostand Lafayette churches and a UCG couBlders and must be willing to be fully a
tribes of Israel from the Middle East t@il member, fellow council memberpart of the association. Congregations in
their modern locations. Steven’s style Bennis Luker gave an encouraging sehe US which are pastored by an elder rec-
to put together a highly complex subjechon on seven keys to building and maiognized by UCGIA are a part of the
into a very readable form for the averageaining a positive Christian attitude. H&nited Church of God, an International
person. We highly recommend his bodlepeatedly emphasized the importance Agsociation and operate under the direc-
as one of the best ever published on taeduring trials and tests while keeping otion of the duly appointed administration
subject. His historical background traaninds focused on what God has called aad the Council of Elders. Any associa-
ing the tribes’ migrations is fascinatingto be. Mr. Luker also reminded us thdion between the UCGIA and an entity
At this stage, he will be speaking in &CG is not the only church of God anthat is not pastored by an elder recognized
or 3 locations in Australia and probablthat we need to recognize and reach outip UCGIA and not desiring full mem-
about 2 in New Zealand. We are also hopthers who are part of the body of Chrishership must be approved by the General
ing for a further guest speaker who will be As the day progressed, a number Gfonference of Elders (Article 4.1 of the
giving talks on what prophecy has to sgyeople from the various congregatiorSonstitution).
about the future of the lost tribes. We wiknjoyed renewing old ties, one man Rule 1-140 Qualifications for
announce that later, if it can be secured.f@marking that he had met someone Membership: Each member [church
Australia, he will definitely be presentindiad not seen in over twenty years. Thegeoup] must be willing to adhere to the
his talks in Melbourne over a weekendere many positive comments about thellowing standards. Each member of the
before moving up the coast to other citiesieeting with the hope expressed that vassociation must: 1) Support the consen-
Should you wish to be kept up-toeould do it again. This was an excellesus of the General Conference with
date with the organisation of the trip anelxample of what God’s people can despect to the fundamental beliefs of the
would be interested in assisting in somehen they put church politics aside. UCG as enunciated in the Constitution.

way, please contact us: —Larry Evans 2) Support the consensus of the General
GPO Box 864, Sydney 2001 Conference and the Council with respect
e-mail: craig@triode.net.au “GGIA Rules Of ASSUGlatmn to the goals and purposes of the UCG. 3)

—Craig White and the Organising Support the consensus of the General
Committee (we will need all the assis- The United Church of God AnConference and the Council with respect

tance we can get). International Association released it® matters of governance.
long-promisedRules of Associatio.he Rule 2-130 Ministerial Transfers:
Kentucky FeaSt canceled following excerpts from those rules showll elders employed by UCGIA are sub-

that a local congregation essentially hgct to transfer and/or changes in job
Due to the lack of interest andhe choice of being completely governedescription.... The administration does
speakers, the Feast at Kenlake Stdttethe UCGIA (to the point that the localeserve the right to replace a pastor who
Park (near Paducah, Kentucky) hagmstor could be replaced against the loéalnot employed by UCGIA if there is a
been canceled. —Henry Andersogroup’s desire) or not associating with theompelling need to do so.
UCGIA at all. The document contains no
] i provision for a group that would like to i i
Groups Combine for Services  Provson o 2 oot o e o G0G (Hulme) in Phoenix
On the Sabbath of August 15th, UC@letely controlled by them. Sabbath Sept 5, 1998 found Brian
congregations from Bloomington, IL, Rule 1-100 Membership:A member Orchard of the Church of God (Hulme)
Terre Haute and Lafayette, IN and thef the association shall be any duly recogedressing a group of about 20 adults in
Biblical Church of God, an independertized entity operating under the nanthoenix, AZ. Brethren who decide to affil-
fellowship in Danville, IL, met for a com-United Church of God (or its approvedhte with the new group can look forward
bined service and potluck meal at thequivalent) agreeing to abide by these hooking up by phone to listen to the
Danville Area Community College. AfterRules of Association and the Constitutioorganization’s weekly Southern Calif.
August 1998=rn00o0D0nnnnoo-n00-n1nn---nnD\—10»n»---———  Paged3
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Sabbath services, and being visited montimderstand that the scriptures, as thgyrotecting their turf’ and encourage
ly by a live speaker, beginning with Steveshould be translated, do not require thes®re cooperation between groups.—NSE
Andrews on the Day of Atonement. conclusions; and it was ironic that he
Mr. Orchard spoke about the conneeppeared to not recognize that this line of i i
tion between character and leadershigasoning actually causes the very same Ambassadﬂl' "anﬂ'Slty Sold
and said that the pursuit of consensd#ision he so eloguently lamented earlier. The Ambassador University campus
tends to lead to mediocrity. Making the He reminded us that the core d in the final phase of being sold. La
point that “human nature being what it isChrist's commandment to His people waRoche College of Pittsburgh, PA has
if we all seek to agree on commoto go into all the world to make disciplesntered into an agreement to purchase,
ground—it'll be a lower commonHe said that we were called for the puthat includes three months to determine if
ground. Leadership, on the other hand,pese of getting the true, centuries-sugiie campus will be suitable to their needs.
about taking people to places they hadptessed gospel out to a world that despéa Roche, a coeducational Roman
dared to go.” Encouraging those assemttely needs to hear it, but is running out @fatholic college presently has only one
bled to strive to successfully fulfill ourtime to hear it. He described the uphither campus, in Pittsburgh. “The WCG is
callings to become kings and priests, Mrattle to accomplish this as having beery pleased to know that the prospective
Orchard described our recent past as canade all the more difficult by the fact thatuyer is an educational institution with a
taining incredibly good learning opportuthe world had been powerfully presentgghilosophical commitment to comparable
nities that we should make the most of.with “another” emotionally-based, fraudvalues and vision for which we have used
He identified the universal access tolent and deficient gospel which causeise property,” said WCG spokesman
the flood of information available to peopeople to turn against God. Bernie Schnippert. The potential sale
ple today as having a weakening effect on At the conclusion of the meetingncludes everything on the campus,
systems of government and the authoritdtere was much upbeat fellowship aridcluding furniture, fixtures, equipment
tive administration of the affairs of stateall were invited to one individual’sand library books and magazines.
He envisioned that as people withhold thieme for refreshments.
granting of authority to their leaders, a —Jon D. Pike, Phoenix, AZ _ i
tendency toward anarchy develops, which New congregations of the COGwcG HOly nays OI convemence
could coincide with a strong Europea(Hulme) are forming in many places all The WCG began to keep their
combine taking to itself the very authoritpver the country and world. Most opromise in their doctrinal statement to
that individuals had resisted granting. them are small: 10-30. Some seem gasbserve the annual Holy Days on the
Mr. Orchard decried the gap betweeaninely committed to Hulme's concept afearest convenient weekend. We heard
leaders and followers in the COGpreaching the Gospel. There have beegports from Detroit, Michigan; Olympia,
repeatedly stressing “it's not about supether cases where some of the loc#ashington; Big Sandy, Texas; Raleigh,
riority and inferiority.” He also lamentedUCG-IA leaders were apparently noNorth Carolina; and Sarasota, Florida.
the familiar striving or “upward climb-getting along, so one contacted Hulmdearly all of them scheduled Trumpets
ing"—even calling the various WCGand asked him to send someone to stadrvices on Saturday, September 19 and
splits “the masters of division and confua congregation. Without taking a lot oAtonement services on Saturday
sion”. He said if God were to shine &me, it would be very difficult for theSeptember 26. Big Sandy had Trumpets
spotlight on these groups now, the worl8OG (Hulme) to determine if they argervices on Sunday night, September 20.
would not benefit from what they saw. starting a new congregation that is conSome also had services on the Hebrew-
In spite of those frank admissionganitted to their way, or simply being usedalendar Holy Days (Sept 21 & 30). The
Mr. Orchard also said that “we need tas an excuse for division whose real roe¢asons given for such a change were “we

work within the proper frameworkis a local squabble. —NSEcan worship God at any time” and “some
today in order to rule in the World people might need to work on the
Tomorrow.” He maintains that there is a ifinatinn? Hebrew-calendar dates.”

valid parallel between the Levitical German Reummatmn' It appears that many of the WCG

Priesthood of ancient Israel (where we We received the following news itemmembers were not happy with the new
have the nation as a whole described fasm Paul Kieffer in Bonn, Germany: Thelates. A vote for the service date was
“a kingdom of priests and an holyJnited Church of God an Internationaiaken in Olympia and about 85% want-
nation” in Ex. 19:6) and the need for thAssociation in Germany and the Globald to continue on the Biblically-assigned
Body of Christ today to have a subset @hurch of God in Germany will jointlydate. Offerings were taken up at all ser-
its members available to focus on spirpublish an article in German in theivices. More than one participant specu-
tual matters, full time. respective German-language publicatiofeted that this is the main reason that the
Unfortunately, his expounding of | Pein the month of October. WCG continues the Holy Day services.
2:9 (where the Church is likewise referred We have also heard reports of other This writer believes that the Eternal
to as “a royal priesthood, a holy nation'jpint UCG-IA and GCG activities inwill honor the keeping of Holy Days on
was limited to “getting the job of gospeGermany. In countries where there ardifferent dates due to different under-
proclamation done”—presumably by wafew Sabbath keepers, it only makes sessandings of the biblical calendar. Will
of a centrally directed media programmot to be further divided into similar corHe similarly honor the WCG Holy Days
since his organization aspires to have oqarate groups. We hope that the leaderswhich makeno effort to correspond to
Apparently Mr. Orchard does not yethe various group headquarters will stopiblical instructions? —NSEQ
Pageg /—o—o0o0—oo—HDoDo-—A—-—1—D1-o—o—o——o0o0oD»o—o—o_._-._. .. - August 1998



Book Review: Tortured for Christ

by Richard Wurmbrand, 1998 reprint of 1967 original. Published by Living
Sacrifice Book Company, PO Box 2273, Bartlesville, OK 74005-2273.
Genuine Christianity is demon-Romanian prison, is one of the most siggircles today. Wurmbrand nails us when
strated under the fires of persenificant books that | have ever read. H&e notes, “The menace of the persecutors

cution, rather than picky theologicalvividly tells his experiences in theand the sufferings of the Underground
debates. In our lax and wealthy westeranderground church. Wurmbrand know€&hurch are scarcely ever mentioned.
world, we often forget that professingfirst-hand that “A man really believesThere are endless discussions about the-
Christians are being martyred today imot what he recites in his creed, but onlglogical matters, about rituals, about
countries such as China, Egypt, anthe things he is ready to die for.” Henonessentials.”
Sudan. Like the sleeping disciples in theecounts many true stories of others who Wurmbrand reports that when the
Garden of Gethsemene, who werevillingly died for their faith. By the Russians occupied Romania, two armed
unaware of the Savior's agony, we argrace of the Almighty, Wurmbrand livedRussian soldiers entered a church with
often oblivious to the fact that moreto tell about it. It was even a joy to be irtheir guns in their hands. They said, “We
Christians have been martyred in therison, to be beaten, and to suffer. Thidon't believe in your faith. Those who do
Twentieth Century than all other cenwas not masochism, but a life of truenot abandon it immediately will be shot at
turies combined. It is estimated that iraith in the Creator. once! Those who abandon your faith,
1997 alone, some 160,000 professing In repressive countries, such asnove to the right!” Some moved to the
Christians lost their lives for their faith.China, there are “official” registeredright, and were then ordered to leave the
Perhaps few of them understood th€hurches. However, their leaders arehurch and go home. They fled for their
Sabbath and other doctrines as well aspicked by the government, their teachingives. When the Russians were alone with
believe | do. Yet, | admire the strongare under constant government scrutinyhe remaining Christians, they embraced
faith and conviction of those who wereand unless the leaders inform the goverthem and confessed, “We, too, are
faithful unto death. Would we stand upment of activities of the members, theChristians, but we wished to have fellow-
for our faith as they did? leaders are replaced. Thus, the undeship only with those who consider the

Richard Wurmbrand, a Romanianground church forms around those whtruth worth dying for.” Some people play
Jew who converted to Christianity, sufrefuse to be ruled by the State. One of tHghurch. A separating test would be help-
fered persecution under both the Naziworst “crimes” is teaching youth aboutful to us today. It appears that the under-
and Communists. Wurmbrand wasGod and the Bible. If caught, believingground church is ahead of its time. We can
imprisoned twice for spreading his faithparents are sent to prison, where they alearn from persecuted believers. Are we
for a total of more than thirteen yearsseverely and repeatedly beaten, and theg&membering our persecuted brethren?
undergoing unbelievable torture and nearhildren are removed from them andAre we willing to be tortured for Christ?
starvation. And yet, when he was rangiven wholly to atheistic education. If a Two inspiring videos produced by
somed from Romania by Norwegianshusband is sent to jail for his faith, hisvOM are available for 14-day loan from
Wurmbrand expressed love for hiswife and family often starve, because it iShe Bible Sabbath Association ($5 loan
Communist tormentors. He hates the siitlegal to give any aid to families of jailedeach). Faith Under Fire, describes
of totalitarian governments, but loves théelievers. Many western people refuse tGhristians facing persecution today.
people, especially the Russians, whorbelieve that such atrocities exist inLeaping China’'s Great Wall describes
he believes have a deep need for thteday’s “modern” world. | believe house churches in China. How well will
Truth of the Gospel. Today, WurmbrandNurmbrand because he was there. our faith hold under fire?
heads the international work of The Even in the official state churches, —Richard C. Nickels
Voice of the Martyrs, and is called “theWurmbrand believes, there is some realGiving & Sharing, Bible Sabbath Assn
voice of the underground church.” VOM,spiritual life, despite many treacherous 3316 Alberta Dr, Gillette, WY 82718
active in forty countries and thirty lan-leaders. “I have the impression,” (307)686-5191, email: Giveshare@vcn.com
guages, provides Bibles, literature antMurmbrand writes, “that in many church-  Internet: www.vcn.com/~giveshare
radio broadcasts in restricted nationss of the West the situation is similar. Th[Servants’ News has spent lttle time investigat-

fied water, is the fly sanctified or the
water defiled?” This sounds ridiculous,
but no more so than some of the theolog-
ical drivel being discussed in Sabbatarian

where Christians are persecuted; relief tcongregations are faithful sometimes n¢
families of Christian martyrs; seeks tdecause of, but in spite of, their top leag
win to Christ those who are opposed ters.” This matches my own experienc
the Gospel; and informs the world abouamong Sabbatarian churches.
atrocities committed against Christians Theologians in the West, Wurmbranc
and about the courage and faith of theotes, argue over trifles. The story i
persecuted. given than in 1493, when the troops ¢
The book,Tortured for Christother Mahomet Il surrounded Constantinoplg
literature, and their free newsletter, i¢o decide whether the Balkans would b
available from The Voice of the Martyrs,under Christian or Mohammedan domin
PO Box 443, Bartlesville, OK 74005.ion for centuries, a local church counci
Telephone: (800) 747-0085. Internetin the besieged city discussed the follow
www.persecution.com. ing “problems”: “What color were the
Tortured for Christ,written shortly eyes of the virgin Mary? What gender d

ing the book and video’s in this review—nor
have we checked into the many other groups
who claim to help suffering Christians. However,
we are convinced many historical accounts of
suffering Chrisitians are true and believe some
are certainly suffering today. We at Servants’
News barely have enough time to do an ade-
quate job of the ministry that the Eternal has
given us, so we have no plans to investigate or
assist organizations that help suffering
Christians. But if some of our readers feel that
their life is most miserable or that there is little
they can do to meaningfully serve others, we
recommend that you look into some of these

after Wurmbrand was released fronthe angels have? If a fly falls into sancti

organizations for a new perspectivel  —NSE

August 1998

Page 5




Lottors™ =

SERVANTS NEWS

& Respo'nses

News. We need to be truly informed.

We still attend the UCG; we are frus-
trated with it. We need the fellowship of the
brethren. Other brethren feel the same as
we do—no place else to
go except to God and
the Bible. We need to
build more unity in the

We print a representative sampling dfody of Christ, not disunity.
our mail—both positive and negative. We Enclosed is a donation to help spread
do not include names unless we are fairllye news.

sure that the writer would not object. To

—RS, lllinois

like material on.

While | do not want to be a writer, | would
like to share some observations with you as
| would appreciate your input on some
thoughts about, “What is the church?”

We were always taught by Herbert
Armstrong that Worldwide was God'’s one
true church. Christ gave a clear statement
of intent in Matt 16:18: “And upon this rock
I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” So we can be
absolutely sure and confident that Christ is

avoid any difficulty, writers should specify REsPONSE: We agree with the need fokeeping His word.

how much of their name and address theyity in Christ. It will come from individu-

would like us to print.

Is Christ God of Old Testament?

LETTER: September 16, 1998:
Dear Mr. Edwards,

At one time | thought | learned that
Jesus Christ was the God of the Old
Testament. If that is true, | would like to know
where it is located. | cannot seem to find it.
Others in our Sabbath Bible study would like
to know, too. Thank you for your help.

We really like Servants’ news.

—Homer Frazier, Oregon
e-mail: hbfrazier@harborside.com

Christ also told us in Mark 3:25: “and if a

als looking to Him, not from human plans.house be divided against itself, that house
—NSE cannot stand.” That is also a true statement.

Interested in Splits and Dootrine

LETTER: May 26, 1998
Dear Norm,

[ really enjoy the Servants’ News. I'm still
amazed though at people who ask why are
there so many spin-offs from the WCG. Isn’t
it obvious? It's because the majority of peo-
ple who make up these groups and organi-
zations are by nature contentious and have
a spirit that is not from God. From my 20

plus years in a few of the COG'’s and attend-

RESPONSE: Thank you for your letter. ing many feasts I've seen personally how
There are many questions on this topic at tiie “orethren” love talking splits and arguing
time. We hope to have an article on it in thver doctrine. Serious discussion and study

next few months.

Deeper Understanding After Leaving
September 2, 1998

LETTER:
Dear Servants’ News,

Thank you for the research paper on
government. Please send me a copy of
your paper on tithing.

I've been a member of the Body of
Christ for 30 years (Dec. 1968) now, and
feel like I've recaptured the first love! I've
been doing much research and study on
my own and have learned more than the
WCG was either unable or unwilling to
teach on many subjects. Maybe | should
say I've gone into more depth. My mother
let me read her copy of the tithing paper,
and | just have to have my own copy to
study and mark! Enclosed is a small gift.

—Jan Grounds, Ohio

RESPONSE: We receive many lettersabout groups and splits.
and phone calls expressing similar feelings!

—NsE s WCG Really God's True Church?

—NSE of scripture take a back seat to the more titi-

lating subjects. If you don't believe me just
look at the “feeding frenzy” that's followed
the UCG since its inception. In fact, if the
Servants’ News didn't carry news of splits
and infighting, | doubt you'd have anywhere
near the readership you presently have.
—D.C., New York

Sadly Worldwide Church of God as we
knew it, has become exactly that, divided
many times over against itself. The division
has not come from outside, but within the
church. The conclusion if we are to believe
Christ, is that it cannot stand (ie Strong’s
“abide” or “continue”).

So we have to ask the question is it
really God’s true church?

I myself, and | know many others have
come to see that God's Church is a spiritu-
al organism, not a physical organization.
Hence it is spiritual and cannot be seen.

| have come to the conclusion that none
of the man-made organizations constitute
the true church that Christ promised He
would build. But | do believe many if not all
of these groups or churches, may have
spirit-led Christians within them. Those indi-
viduals constitute part of God's true church,
not the organization they may be a part of.

Romans 8:14-16 shows that if a person
has been given God's Spirit, they are a
child of God. That is the defining factor.

RESPONSE: We agree that there are | ask the question could God the Father
some people who seem to be interestestd Jesus Christ also be working with peo-
only in groups and their politics—usuallyle who are a part of his true Spiritual Church
trying to convince themselves that theput who have never had any contact with the
are in the “right group”. This is probablychurch of God”, as we have known it?

a mistake. On the other hand, there is a 'm beginning to see this could be possi-
need for people to know whom theyle, although we were always taught it wasn't.
should fellowship with, and whom they | dont think we should limit God,
should not. The New Testament contaigcause in the light of what has happened
dozens of references to individual an@ Worldwide, we should consider that God
“church” problems—some talking abouiyill decide with who and what He builds His
‘who” is fellowshipping with “whom”. church, not men. Thank God for that.
Sometimes, there is a need to write or talk —Mike Hurst, England
—NSE REsPoNsE: Most people in the WCG

it 1) had the “right doctrines”2) was
“preaching the Gospel to the world”, aBpl

believed it was the “one true church” because

LETTER:
Dear Norman,
Thank you and all your staff for their
Dear Norman, hard work in producing Servants’ News.
It has been awnhile since we last wrote On Page 6 of the May 1998 edition,
you. Thank you for sending us the Servants’ you have listed various subjects you would

Page 6

June 21,1998 was “led by God's apostle, Herbert

Armstrong”. However, all of these points
prove that the WCG wamt what Christ was
talking about in Matt 16:18. Why? The WCG
defined doctrine very narrowly. For example,
if a member believed that Pentecost should
August 1998
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be kept on a day different than the one taugfatrrow money to keep the Feast. This has due to loss of a job or other factors, cannot
by the organization, that member could naiways troubled me because it just didn't travel to Feasts at all.

openly practice or talk about his Biblical corseem right to have to borrow money when Verse 21 certainly appears to allow people
viction—he would have been put out as tanes are bad. who cannot afford to go to Feasts to consume
heretic. Unfortunately, the WCG itself God's love and mercy for us would tithes and possibly firstlings “within your gates
changed doctrine during its limited existencegver our inability to attend. Many of us as much as your heart desires”. However, there
and we certainly cannot find any church withave always been taught that we had to are “exceptions to the exception™ “But take
doctrine that would be acceptable to theep the FOT where God put His Name, your consecrated things and whatever you
WCG during the 1900 years befort the WCG@nd that is true. However there is a provision have vowed to give, and go to the place the
Even the Apostle Paul would have beén the Bible for those among the brethren LorDwill choose” (v 26, NIV). Things specif-
ejected as a minister from the WCG for pulvho can't go the the FOT to keep it at home.  ically dedicated or vowed to the Eternal had to
licly teaching that members were not Deut 12:21 (NIV): “If the place where be taken to the “place theokp will
required to tithe or contribute to his ministrthe LoRD your God chooses to put his choose”™—a person ought not to vow or dedi-
(1Cor 9:11-12; 2Cor 11:9; 1Th 2:9; 2Th 3:8Name is too far away from you, you may cate things unless he is sure he can take them
Similarly, we cannot find Sabbatariaslaughter animals from the herds and flocks to that place to pay the vow (Eccl 5:5). But it
churches throughout history that preachéte LorD has given you, as | have com- appears that tithe for the festival could certain-
the Gospel in the way that the WCG did, nananded you, and in your own towns you ly be consumed at horifehe place “is too far

can we find a continuous line of groups eadmy eat as much of them as you want.” from you”. | will admit that this passage is dif-

of which was led by “an apostle”. By all means if we do have the capaci- ficult—it seems to say nearly the same thing
In short,if the above 3 claims are they to attend please let us do so. The point three times in slightly different ways.

proof that the WCG was “God's Church’here is to remove a guilt and or burden that If this understanding is correct, does it

then Matthew 16:18 is not true, becaus$ms been placed on the brethren from sin- mean we can simply stop saving for the

their have not been churches throughout hire yet mistaken understanding. Feasts and that we need not plan to go? If our

tory that matched these WCG “proofs”. Sincerely, spiritual goal is “to do as little as possible”,
Indeed, we find that throughout most of —Robert Pinto, Newman, California then the answer may be, “Yes!” We can prob-

history, most people were lucky to hear the REsPoNsE: Thank you for sheddingably always find an excuse not to go to the
Bible in their own language—few owned aew light on this verse for me. The entirBeast. But, what kind of Servant of Jesus do
Bible. Only in the last two centuries havehapter of Deuteronomy 12 is about nete wantto be? Are we trying to do as little as
the common people had access to origiraffering sacrifice or other worship to fals@ossible or as much as possible? “So likewise
language study materials. The signs of trgeds. Since people with other beliefs sacyiou, when you have done all those things
believers were not doctrine, but love for otlice animals to their gods. The Eternal vemyhich you are commanded, say, ‘We are
ers and the fruits of the spirit (John 13:34learly states that he does not want His pagprofitable servants. We have done what
35; Gal 5:22-23). Scattered throughout higle involved in any of these false sacrificesjas our duty to do” (Luke 17:9). If our phys-
tory, people can be found who followedbut only where the Eternal designates (v 1i8al circumstances prevent us from keeping
these verses. Christ certainly knows exactlyl). However, they were allowed simply tthe Feasts, our Father in Heaven knows.
which ones were part of his body. kill meat for personal consumption (v 15). However, if we are simply more interested in
Most ex-WCG members are unaware Now, verses 17-18 indicate that thingsur job, school, or simply “appearing nor-
that there are about 200,000 members of that were specially set apart (tithes, firstlingsjal” than we are in the Feast, our Father also
Church of God, Seventh day. There are owewed items, freewill offerings, heave offerknows. The apostle Paul said: “I must by all
ten million Seventh Day Adventists. Somimgs) must be eaten “before theRD your means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem...”
of these people have studied the Bible a@bd in the place which theokD your God (Acts 18:21). —NSE
rejected non-biblical doctrines of their orgazhooses”. This was to make sure that worship
nization, but they do not want to stop attendf the Eternal was carried out at the right Blow Shofal' on the l."easts
ing with their friends. (Does that sounglace, not just in any place were people may
familiar?) Also, we have no way of knowindhave been offering sacrifice to false gods. LETTER: September 9, 1998
how many independent Bible readers there As faras | can tell, verses 20-28 provide & All,
are—who have learned that the Church iseaception condition to the verses above. This FOT in Gatlinburg will be our third.
spiritual body, who do not belong to a churciwhen the lorpyour God enlarges your borMy Question is: “Shouldn’t the Shofar be
organization—yet hold doctrines very simider...” and “If the place where thekp your blown at the beginning of the Feast and at
lar to ours. We have no sure way to kno®od chooses to put His name is too far froiite times of gathering?” | am wondering
what percentage of people in any groupyeu...” are the conditions of exception. Nbased on the scriptures in:
including our own—nhave the Holy Spirit. matter how one looks at it, the borders have Num 10:8-10: And the sons of Aaron,
Christ hasbuilt and _s running His been enlarged: Jews, Israelites and the Chullh priests, shall blow with the trumpets;
Church. We can be content with knowingre scattered throughout the world. The secardl they shall be to you for an ordinance for
that. condition, “if the way be too far frolyou” is  ever throughout your generations. And if ye
—NSE a matter of economics. If a person can affoge to war in your land against the enemy
their own private jet, they are only a day’s trathat oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an
® el from almost anywhere in the world. Bualarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be
Whel'e nﬂ we Keep The FeaSt' believers with little money may find a 50-miléemembered before the LorD your God,
LETTER: August 27, 1998:  journey “too far”. Somewhere in the middleand ye shall be saved from your enemies.
Greetings, are most modern-day believers who can pral§so in the day of your gladness, and in
In my 20 yrs of Keeping the FOT | have  ably afford to go as far as they can drive in ogieur solemn days, and in the beginnings of
noticed that some brethren have had to or two days. But there are certainly some whgur months, ye shall blow with the trum-
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pets over your burnt offerings, and over the
sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they
may be to you for a memorial before your
God: | am the LorD your God.

Num 29:1: And in the seventh month, on
the first day of the month, ye shall have an
holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work:
it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you.

Inquiring minds want to know. ©

A humble servant,

—Don Berkey, Pennsylvania

Biblical Foast Observance

LETTER: September 3, 1998:

| really appreciated the letters about feast
observance in the last issue of SN. For the
past few years my family has stayed home
for the feast. | have been unable to find any
basis in the New Testament for the manner
of observance of the feast that HWA institut-
ed. None of the first century Christians are
recorded to have kept it in a remote location.

RESPONSE: Thank you for your good My opinion is the Feast observance as it

question. | believe the answer is in the firstolved in WCG was in reality a mechanism
few words of the scripture that you quote. #or controlling the membership. It was the
is the Sons of Aaron who were command&UCG's major marketing tool. | remember
to blow the trumpets. This was a commanglatching the video showing the passing of

least one “solemn assembly” each day during
the fall festival. He had commanded this
assembly, not God. We were all there observ-
ing a man-ordained service! As | have said
many times since then, “It ain't in the Book!!”
RESPONSE: You are right and some

brethren today realize it. | have attended
Feasts that have had free days, scheduled
tours, seminars, and other things—they did
not have a service at all on those days. We
are not bound to follow HWA's decisions

that he made about the Feast.

LETTER: There are two High Days dur-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles and usually a
weekly Sabbath. Only God can designate a
Sabbath Day. But through our observance

ment given to the Aaronic Priesthood—the baton from one church era to the next. of eight days during the Feast we treated
along with sacrifices and other rituals. Theot Biblical, but very powerful propaganda.  each day as a Commanded Assembly—
Aaronic Priesthood has been replaced by the REsPoNsE: We agree that some bigSabbath. | know the children at the services
Melchizedek Priesthood, with Christ ashurch organizations used the Feast partly ak@ught they were at a Church service. But
High Priest (Heb 7), and all of the brethremarketing tool to control members. There & service commanded by man is not a
are the priests (1Pet 2:5,9). | do not beliewe scripture that dogmatically states that tiaburch service. We have created a great
that the command for the Aaronic Priests feeasts were kept outside of Jerusalem by tel of confusion by our observances on
blow trumpets on the Feast days is in alNew Testament Church, but there are madsys not commanded by God!
more force than the command for them &trong hints that they were. First, realize that | am not saying that there is anything
offer sacrifices. the Jews dispersed abroad did observe theng with gathering on the non-High
However, Christ is the head of thé&easts locally, without sacrifices or temple ribays during the feast for a bible study.
Church (Eph 5:23) now, and He hagals. Therefore, if the early New TestameHRowever it should be made clear that they
promised that He will do things that we adbelievers stopped observing the Feasts at ale not Commanded Assemblies. Self-
in His name. If He shows you that you shouttiey would be an exception to the Jewish codteception is the most difficult type of
blow trumpets on the Feast days, then | thinkunity with which they were intermingled fordeception to overcome.
you should do it. | would not recommend tha number of years. In the scripture, we get the RESPONSE: This is all true. There is a lot
you blow trumpets in the presence of tho$eontinued as usual” feeling about the Holthat we can learn at the Feast. Praising the
who do not want to hear trumpets, unle§ays, as well as the Sabbath. In Acts 27Bternal and studying should always be a part
Christ specifically commands you to do thaaul usesnly the term “fast—the Day of of it, but we should not deceive ourselves and
When a person believes he has discoveredtanement—to indicate that it was a dangesay there is a commanded assembly each day.
truth in the Bible, there is a great tendency twis time of year to sail from Crete to Rome. LETTER:All of the corporate “Churches”
try to get others to accept the idea, evdihis is probably 20 to 30 years after the dedthve held onto WCG’s best marketing tool
before he begins to practice it. | suppose ttwitChrist. If the Church was no longer fastingnd revenue generator—The Feast as
if enough people believe something, the pam the Day of Atonement, why would Luke@bserved by the old WCG! From a financial
son who discovered it will feel more comuse this term, especially when writing to stand point they must, in order to appeal to
fortable doing it. But, this is the opposite dBentile (Theophilus) about events that todkeir audience. HWA used Levitical models
what the Bible teaches. If we are convicted place far from Jerusalem? Also, Paul tells thedemand first, second and third tithes out
a truth from the Bible, we should first put iCorinthians they are “unleavened” in conneof his people. At Christ's death God the
into practice in our own lives, and then begtion with Passover (1Cor 5:7) and that he musither made it plain to all that the Levitical
to teach it to others. If you feel trumpetkeep this coming feast in Jerusalem” (Actsriesthood was dissolved by ripping the veil
should be blown on the Feast days, you migt&:21). If the only place where Feasts wete the Holy of Holies from top to bottom.
want to do it in your own home for a whilkept was Jerusalem, why not just say “kedfen have been trying to repair that torn veil
and see if you and your family learn from itthis coming feast"? The Hebrew and Romaaver since! Always for their own benefit.
One final note on the *“Feast otalendars were not any better synchroniz€tey will answer to God for this! Levitical
Trumpets”. The first article of our Augustvith each other back then than they are todayodels are not fit for Christians.
1997 issue was entitled “The Feast dust as the average “Christian” today has no RESPONSE: You make an interesting
Loudness”. There is no Hebrew word fadea when these feasts are, neither would fi@nt. “New Testament ministers” often try to
“trumpet” in the two verses that identify th&entile New Testament believers unless thiéy themselves to Old Testament Priests in
“Feast of Trumpets” (Lev 23:24; Num 29:1)were keeping the Feasts regularly. order to exert authority and to collect tithes. |
The word means “loud sound” and is trans- LETTER: | was struck with one of those know of people who had thousands of dollars
lated “shout” in many places. We believe thare “Moments of Clarity” while sitting in “ser- of leftover “second tithe” at the Feast and
message of trumpets is a warning, a timewioes” at my first UCG-AIA feast after the were told that they “had to turn it all in to
wake up. A “Feast of Trumpets” service ibreakup. It was a Tuesday, not a High Day. headquarters” . The church organizations tell
certainly a time for loud music and rousingveryone was dressed in their Sabbath best people that they could not spend it for non-
messages, it is not a time to be lulled to sledigtening to the sermon. Then it hit me: “We festival purposes, yet the organization would
—NSE think we are in a church service.” HWA had usually take this “excess second tithe” and
convinced us that we needed to attend at place it in their own general fund—use it for
August 1998

Page 8



SERVANTS NEWS

whatever they wanted to. There was littitand on the doctrine of Nicolaitans, but |
scriptural example involved in any of this. believe Diotrephes practiced the doctrine of
You bring up an interesting method dRicolaitans and those practices were a part
analyzing the Old Testament Law. For yeao$ WCG and | believe they are still being
Sabbatarian Christians have disputed exagthacticed by the WCG clones.
how much we should strive to obey (not that If truly Nicolaitans means “lord over” then
law obedience saves us, but how muchtisly it is a practice of all hierarchy churches.
really good for us?). Much of the law for howdesus says, we should hate their deeds.
to get along with our neighbor still applies, In Rev 2:15 the Pergamos church held
but very few Sabbatarians offer sacrifices @ the doctrine of Nicolaitans and Jesus told
participate in the Old Testament cleanlinei'em He hates the practice of the doctrine
rituals. The Eternal certainly brought an eraf Nicolaitans and to repent of their deeds .
to the Levitical priesthood in 70 A.D. withl just wonder, in the previous verse, if the
the destruction of the temple. It may be poBergamos church is into idolatry and sexu-
sible that all of the various rituals for which al immorality because they practice the
Levitical priest was needed were also endBiitolaitans doctrine. Do you think Jesus is
at that time. The Sabbath, Holy Days, 18lling us to avoid hierarchical churches
commandments, and many other laws canladicause it seems to me hierarchical
be kept without a Levitical priest. The templehurches “lord over” the brethren? He com-
has been replaced by the believers—we aasnds the church at Ephesus for resisting
assemble wherever there are other believehe Nicolaitans doctrine which | believe was
This is an interesting concept that we mayarted by Diotrephes.
explore in a future article. This brings to mind what has just taken
LETTER: | am grateful to God for show-  place in Big Sandy with Dave Havir.
ing me the error of my former observance of Sincerely,
the feast. | would appreciate some input
from SN and your readers, of ways the feast
could be kept in the local area. Thanks.

—Will Blair, Ohio

Diotrephes was undoubtedly a “smooth talk-
er” who had convinced many local brethren
that he was righteous. John would have to
spell out all of his problems to the congrega-
tion to convince them that it was Diotrephes
who should be cast out.

The Bible encourages us to fellowship
with other brethren, and to leave those where
the doctrines are so bad that we cannot
accomplish much. One congregation of a
hierarchical group may have wonderful local
leaders who really serve their people and
encourage them to use their gifts. On the
other hand, a congregation of a “democratic
church” may be run by a “local dictator” of a
pastor. The Bible does not give us rules for
“finding a church organization”, but com-
mands us to have a personal relationship with
Christ, to follow his direction in our lives, and
to be effective Christians. Some of the first
century members were slaves; some were
free. Some were rich; some were poor. Some
were highly educated; some were not.

Today, some of us may serve best by
remaining in hierarchical groups and helping
others to see more truth. Others may need to

RESPONSE: Most Bible dictionaries thatleave them to serve in some other way. We
| read say the Nicolaitans were a sect, possinnot tell you the Eternal’s will for your

—Steve Burleson, Birmingham, Alabama bly led by someone named Nicoladife. The Eternal knew what He was doing
RESPONSE: Some of the fruit of the WCGHowever, there is never any historical ewwhen He called each one of us. It us up to us

Feast observance was very good. People medace cited for this, and the Bible does niat seek His will and do it.
friends with other believers in a way that thegive any definition for the doctrines of the

—NSE

could not during most of the year. Many peddicolaitans. Since the book of Revelation is What Dﬂes “watch” Meano
ple met the person whom they would eventa- revealing by Christ, since people are '

ally marry at the Feast. In these times whélessed for reading the book (1:3), and SinE8TTER:

September 2, 1998

congregations are very small, it makes evemeryone is told to listen to every messagel®ear Norman,

more sense to try to get together with a largerery church, | believe that we must be able Years ago (20+) | used to listen to the
group of people at the Feast. This can be daoefigure out what the doctrine oft hdeaders of the WCG on radio and TV, as
on a regional basis, however, not with justNicolaitans are from the name. The nanweell as in church congregations quote from
few sites across the country. For examplaeans “conquering of the people” oMatthew 24:42, “Watch...!” and then ask
Darrell West and others who attend with Uglestruction of the people” as one dictionampetorically, “Watch what?” and then
regularly near Lansing, Michigan did not waritad it. The second half of the word, “laitan’gnswer their own rhetorical question, thun-
to go to Gatlinburg, Tennessee this year, iscthe same root that we get our word “laityderously, “Watch world events!”
they are sponsoring a Feast in Michigan. Ovieom. The most fitting explanation | can find It wasn't until years later that | noticed
70 people, mostly from Michigan, plan tds that the doctrines of the Nicolaitans atbat world events wasn't what Christ was
attend there. | see no need to fly or drive halhose of some people (“clergy”) who ruléelling us to watch. Rather, it was our own
way across the country to attend the Feast, nwer the “laity”. Indeed, most Bibles do nospiritual condition and that of our fellow
do | see any reason to stay at expenstantain the words “clergy” and “laity” at all,brethren that we were to be watching (v 43-
accommodations. But it seems that the fruit ohless you count “Nicolaitan.” 51 and all of chapter 25). | made a study at
getting together in somewhat larger groups for | understand why you tie 3Jn 9-11 intone point of all the places we are exhorted
the Feast has been good. Nevertheless, if yois. Diotrephes clearly did love the preemie watch by Christ or Paul, and that is the
believe the Holy Spirit is leading you taence over others, and cast out those who digatext every time.
observe the Feast in your local area where oalyreed with him. | cannot say for sure whether We need to be aware of local and world
“two or three are gathered together”, | cannBliotrephes was the first “Nicolaitans”, or if hevents only to gain wisdom through the
find a scripture to refute you. —NSE was part of what Revelation was talking abosyirit of what this present world is like and,
or not. But we can see many good examplgith common sense and prudence, to see
Whu are the Nicolaitans? of people being cast out of a congregation dianger coming and flee, if necessary, as it
September 10, 1998

the Bible that involved the whole congregas written in the proverbs. Until the erection
tion (Matt 18:17; 1Cor 5:4; etc.). Even in thef the third temple, the prophesying of the
case of 3 John that you quoted, the Apostieo witnesses, and the abomination that
John does not take it upon himself to disfahakes desolate, our own mortality is more
lowship Diotrephes by letter, but says that ifiminent than the Second Coming.

he comes, he will call to mind his evil deeds. Although | am in substantial agreement

Page 9

LETTER:
Dear Norm,
[ would like to bring an interesting theo-
ry to your attention. Turn to 3 John 9-11 and
now turn to Rev 2:6. I'm not sure where you
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with your editorial position on most areas,
what makes SN most valuable, in my opin-
ion, is allowing me to read and meditate on
the state of God's people beyond my local
church assembly, as | don't travel much. |
can't say it's always a very heartening view,
as so many of us are divisive, confused doc-
trinally, and lukewarm (and | don't entirely
exclude myself). It is, however, a vital com-
ponent of “watch!”
Thanks for providing this service.
—Glen Fleming, Tennessee

1) All of the Gospel accounts are only desus’ ministry! There was too much to
summary of what the writers believed to brecord in such a short book. After the res-
important. Jesus’ ministry lasted severakrection, we can ask him why he did not
years. A diligent reader can read all founclude these stories.

Gospel accounts in one day. When the Son LETTER: (2) Luke decides to disperse

of God was on earth, everything He did walsroughout his gospel portions of Jesus’
righteous and important. But we only haveachings that would otherwise be intact.

four summaries of His actions and teachingsee 6: 20-49; 11: 2-4; 12: 22-31, 33-34.

Even though the Eternal inspired these writ- RESPONSE: These are foundational
ings, He allowed each writer to tell the stoeachings that Christ probably repeated
as he understood it. Writing was a slow amften. These teachings make sense as a
expensive process. These writers wewdhole, but they also fit nicely into the con-

RESPONSE: Thanks! We agree withfocusing on what was necessary to undéext where Luke presents them. There is no
you. There are five Greek words translatetiand the truth of Christ's life and teachingeal need for Luke to present them twice.

“watch” in the New Testament and none afot on writing a historical account that
them specifically means “to watch worldvould cover every possible detail.

LETTER: (3) Luke deliberately shows
chronological inconsistency. Compare 4:23

events”. When we look at the verses where 2) When the gospels were written, thexgith v. 31.
all of those words are used, none of thewere certainly many oral traditions about RESPONSE: | do not see any inconsisten-

specifically tells us to watch world eventslesus in existence at the time of their writy here. Luke 4:14-15 says that Jesus returned
But we also agree that the overall wisdom ofgs. To the extent that these oral traditiots Galilee and “taught in their synagogues,
the Bible is that we should look where werere accurate, the Gospel writers may halweing glorified by all.” Galilee is a region in
are going and avoid future evil if possible. feated these subjects sparsely—becadsmthern Israel, but these verses do not say
we are short of time, however, we are betteeople already understood them. Howevexactly where He was teaching. Verse 16
off to watch ourselves rather than worlah areas where false stories were circulatirghows that He went to Nazareth, and verse 23
events—we will be judged for what we dahe Gospel writers may have written monaentions that he been to Capernaum before

not what the world does.

Accuracy of Luke's Gospel

LETTER: August 31, 1998

| would like to share with you some of
my personal opinions concerning the gospel
accounts, especially Luke. It might change
altogether the way you previously looked at
the gospel’'s account. Please continue!

It is generally thought the gospel
according to Luke is the most reliable
chronological account, given the fact that
much of the content is shared with Matthew
and Mark. It is also generally agreed Mark
was one of Luke’s major sources. Almost all
Mark is included in Luke but it has been
rewritten in Luke’s more developed literary
style. “The beloved physician” (Col. 4:14)
also includes much of Jesus’' teaching
which is in Matthew but not in Mark, and it
is generally assumed this came from a
common source or collection of sources,
rather than one of the gospels being depen-
dent on the other.

The date of composition depends on the
date assigned to Mark and whether the “fel-
low worker” (Phm.24) was writing before or
after the fall of Jerusalem which Jesus had
prophesied. As Acts finishes before Paul's
death and has no interest in Jerusalem’s fall,
Luke was probably written before AD 70.

I have found major chronological incon-
sistencies in the gospel. This is based
upon careful study and examination.

RESPONSE: Before considering thesechanging water into wine (Jn. 2:1-11) and
historical questions it is important to realizgohn the Baptist's death (9:7).

several facts about the Gospels:
Page 10

—NSEextensively to “clear up” the errors. Todayazareth. Since Capernaum is in Galilee, it

we have lost all of those oral traditions, andakes sense that that must be one of the
are left to wonder why the Gospel writerplaces referred to by verses 14-15. Verse 29
give great detail on some seemingly lesays that the people “thrust Him [Jesus] out of
important areas, and give very little informahe city.” It should be no surprise that He went
tion on some very important areas. back to Capernaum (verse 31) where he was
3) There was no printed or electroniwell-received. The distance is about 25 miles
media in the first century. Christ's teachingsnd could be covered in a long day.
were not printed in the local paper, tape LETTER: (4) The most egregious differ-
recorded by synagogue attendants, or broadlee is when the gospel writer places
cast on the national news. As He traveled Jesus being anointed by a sinful woman not
different places, He had to repeat many fBethany, but in Galilee, and in the middle
His teachings. Some of His teachings carokthe Messiah’s ministry (7:36ff); not at the
in the form of object lessons—a certain pegnd, where Matthew, Mark and John show
son did a certain thing, and Christ respondgefutable agreement (Mt 26:6-13;
with a certain miracle or teaching. While ikk.14:3-9; Jn. 12: 1-3). This positioning of
would be beyond human capability to causiee sinful woman's anointing is of para-
a paralyzed man to be brought to you whemibunt importance, since we usually use
was time to teach a certain lesson, it is ealkhn 12:1ff in order to acquire a clear and
for the Father in heaven to do. The scriptutigorough chronological account of Jesus’
indicates that some people were born with tfeassion Week”. If Luke's version is the
very purpose of being healed by Christ (Jokorderly account” (1:3), then all of the
9:3). Even though much of the recordegbspel writers are wrong and, we could no
teaching was to the apostles, He had to repeatjer use Jn. 12 as a cornerstone for the
things to them because they did not undéessiah’s last week. Either Luke is wrong
stand it the first time. This fact should help ug Matthew, Mark and John are right!
understand why very similar incidents and RESPONSE: | am a little puzzled at why
teachings seem to happen at different timgsu believe that these are the same incident at
and places in the Gospels. If a Gospel writalt. As you note, the time is different and the
describes one such incident well, why shouiface is different. Also, the message that
he need to describe other similar incidentsZhrist gives after the incident is completely
LETTER: Consider! different. They both occurred in the house of
(1) There are instances in which Luke someone named Simon, but Simon was a
omits parts of Jesus’ ministry, whether common name at that time. Luke clearly says
intentional or unintentional. E.g., Jesus’ its Simon a Pharisee whereas Matthew and
Mark say “Simon the Leper”. Finally, the les-
son given by Christ is totally different. In
RESPONSE: Luke had to omit most of Luke, the woman is an unknown sinner and
August 1998
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Christ explains how those who have sinffed‘First Trumpet Blast” from page 1

their clothes. And he said be ready

much are more thankful because they haJ@eginning. How thankful we are that for the third day; do not come near

been forgiven much. In Matthew, Mark ar
John, the woman was Mary, sister
Lazarus, and Christ had to explain that
was all right to use expensive ointment
anoint him for His burial—that they woull
always have the poor with them.

LETTER: Accordingly, there are several
explanations. (1) “An orderly account” (1:3)
might portray a different meaning in first
century koine Greek that we are not aware
of. (2) Luke might have conferred all of the
available sources for his recollection, but
some of them being incomplete in order.
Therefore, for him, it would be “in complete
chronological order,” but in reality it was
not. It is imperative to understand that the
gospel accounts were written by imperfect
men, susceptible to error, and that the
accounts only supplement and comple-
ment each other.

—Angel Oyola, Puerto Rico

RESPONSE: Before going further in
your studies of the New Testament, | high
recommend that you look into the schola|
works on these subjects. A.T. Robinsak’s
Harmony of the Gospet®vers most of theg
guestions that you raised. Other books h
been written that deal with “bible contradi
tions”. While | would not say that any one
these books is perfect, they will certain

help you clear up many problems. You muist

ask for understanding from the Holy Spi
to guide you in all of your study.
It is obvious that the Eternal has allow

dGod shares with us the vision of the your wives (Ex 19:13-15).
pfuture He has planned for us! Our hopes Verses 5 through 8 showed that the
iare buoyed beyond expressing. We apgeople understood that God was about to
tewonfident we will receive eternal life make a covenant with them, but they
I through His Son Jesus who has said, Were totally unprepared for the fireworks
am the way, the truth, and the life."and clamorous soundsthat were about
(John 14:6) And again, “l am the resurto break forth when they came near the
rection and the life. He who believes ipresence of the mighty Creator, God.
Me, though he may die, he shall live. Then it came to pass on the third
And whoever lives and believes in Me day, in the morning, that there were
shall never die.” (John 11:25-26) and “I thunderings and lightnings, and a
will never leave you nor forsake you.” thick cloud on the mountain; and the
(Hebrews 13:5) sound of the trumpet was very loud,
Yes, we _areable to comfort so that all the people who were in
each other with these words... the camp trembled.
..... And Moses brought the people
out of the camp to meet with God,
and they stood at the foot of the
we go to sleep. mountain (Ex 19:16-17).

God knows our frame. He knows we  Now, not only were the people trem-
may drift off if he doesn’t keep wakingbling, but the ground under them was
s up at regular intervals. about to shake.
ly Nobody likes to hear the alarm go Now Mount Sinai was completely
off in the morning, unless by chance we in smoke, because the Lord
have such a great job that we can hard-descended upon it in fire. Its smoke
b\@ wait to get there. But we have to be ascended like the smoke of a fur-
L-awakened! Something has to jar us tonace, and the whole mountain
bfour senses that the day is about to dawrquaked greatly (Ex 19:18).
IYand we have to get moving. And now, to announce that God
SU There is a tendency to tap thénimself was about to speak, a mighty
snooze alarm and get more zzzz's, bttumpet blast pierced through all the

Unless

D

some error to creep into Bible translatio

and into the Greek and Hebrew marnu-
scripts. Many righteous people lived thei

entire lives not knowing about the errors t

they were reading in their Bible. Howevar,

4:ere is a great danger in doing so. Wiaunderings and God, no doubt, had
ay be late and miss out altogether aiieir undivided attention. Thieumpet

n important meeting. of God was sounding.

] So it is with God. What is the first And when the blast of the trumpet
Biblical record of trumpets being sounded long and became louder
fblown’? It is recorded about an important and louder, Moses spake, and God

Sa

the proportion of error is very small and t dneeting, the very first meeting of the answered him by voice (Ex 19:18).

basic message of the Bible is still clear
nearly every translation or version. If tf
Eternal has allowed a little error in Bib
manuscripts and translations, is it also po:
ble that he allowed a little error into the ori
inal writings? Maybe. We will not know
until we see Christ in His Kingdom. You ¢
learn what you need to do to be in t
Kingdom from almost any Bible!

iew nation of Israel with God, who had The mighty voice of God began to
gust delivered them from slavery and le@numerate the words of the covenant, the
them through the Red Sea to Mt. Sinai.Ten Commandments (Ex. 34:28). After
bsi-  Beginning in Exodus 19:10-11: the tenth commandment was given,
- Then the Lord said to Moses, Now all the people witnessed the

“Go to the people and consecrate thunderings, the lightning flashes,
n them today and tomorrow, and let the sound of the trumpet, and the
at them wash their clothes. And let mountain smoking; and when the

If there are contradictions in the Bibl

they are very few and on matters of litle qown upon Mount Sinai in the sight
importance. We are called to preach the ¢ | the people.”

them be ready for the third day. For people saw it, they trembled and
»on the third day the Lord will come stood afar off (Ex. 20:18).
The whole scene had made quite an
impression! The people would not soon

Truth of the Bible to others, not to endlessly  Note that the people had to makéorget the sound of the trumpet. And

debate its historical merits. While there |i

much value in digging deep in the scriptu

to understand as much as possible, we must™
be careful that we do not overthrow the fajth
of some by raising numerous questigns
about contradictions—especially when thpy

are not contradictions at al. ~—NSE}

August 1998

Shemselves ready to be presentable ®odwantedthem toremember it.

Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: “In the seventh month, on the
first day of the month, you shall have
a Sabbath rest, a memorial of blow-
ing of trumpets, a holy convocation”
(Lev. 23:24).

...When the trumpet sounds long
they shall come near the mountain.
So Moses went down from the
mountain to the people and sancti-
fied the people, and they washed
Page 11
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This was to be a memorial, an earthBut God is kind, he sets the alarm, |t

shaking event they would have rememblows the trumpet, he wakes us up

“Overcome Sin” from page 1
1derful feeling. | sensed that | was now

bered and called back to mind eactwve must repent, repent, repent! We jei spiritually clean. It came from knowing

year. Ear-splitting trumpet blasts thabwake and turn to Him and turn to
got their attention. A meeting with Godtask. But don’t we rather suspect t
himself, a holy convocation. God would like us to set our own ala
Why? Because God is so kind! Heclock andstay zealous for His work
knows the flesh is weak. He knows pedife shouldconstantly fan the ember
ple forget. He would remind them evernyand add another log to the fire. Then
year by a special day of trumpet blowwarmth will radiate out and others w
ing to refresh memories of thecome to be comforted.
covenant, to awaken them to what is It is very sobering to think that o
important, to sound an alarm—Iest thepccasional slumbering might cause

that | had a Savior and that all my sins
niwere washed away. It was a great feel-
ring! | knew Jesus and the Father loved
P me, and that this was a clean new start, it
5 was the beginning of a life-long journey.
DI | was now expected to live a good
Illife, and | would need to overcome sins
that not too long ago | had knowingly
I1tolerated.
Over the years there have been lots

forget what was agreed upon at that firdew to miss the boat for the first resfirof battles with sin. Some have been

momentous meeting. rection, that a few weould have influ-
And God wants us to know His planenced to walk the walk, won't repe
and be able to annually rehearse whathen the last trumpet sounds 3§
will happen in the future, when a trumpeChrist returns. The harvest is wh
blast will again announce the presence olow! We mustgo into the fieldsand
God. So a day of blowing was includedoin in the harvest. We can't just
as one of the seven annual festivals.
We love these festivals, thesavaste time congratulating ourselves
rehearsals that help us catch the visiothat we think we know somethin
We are to rejoice in these festivais)e-
brate them! Indeed they are enjoyabldet’'s rouse ourselves into action da
rehearsals! Singers who have sung and pray that God will show us t
festival choirs for many years learn thabpportunities for doindHis work, for
the rehearsalsre almost as much fun ashelping bring inHis harvest.
the actual performances. The thrill of As the love of many waxes cold, V
learning a musical part so well that ishould be careful that we don’t cons
can be memorized—so that one caer lukewarm as better than cold. C
concentrate only on following the direcdove of neighbor today must heat
tor and blending in harmony with thehotter than it was yesterday, regardl
voices of the people standing next tof what the trend is in the general pc
you—is nearly indescribable! We trulyulace. When we help a neighb
hate for the rehearsals to end. So it iwhether he be friend or stranger, we
with the annual festivals. And althoughhelping Christ (Mat. 25:40).
we may sing the same song again next We have the best vocation in histo
year, we find that with another directorthe best employer, 100% job secur
it can be sung in a new and even betténe best product, the best opportunity
way. Yes, there is great beauty anbe profitable, the best of all rewarg
exhilaration in keeping the feasts. It's incredible that we could doze off ¢
Nevertheless, the Day ofsuch a job. And God won't let us dr
Trumpets, among other things, shouldff if we will heed His trumpet call. W
be a reminder and a warning $tay should not wait to get to work! Let
awake! And we must remember thatrespond to “reveille” at the Feast
the plan of God isn't just foour sal- Trumpets, and daily as well, and gi
vation, but that God wants to save ththanks to God who gives us the victc
whole world. That's part of the agreethrough our Lord, Jesus Christ.
ment we made. We are to love God Suggested additional reading:
and neighbor. We aren’'t just to Article: “Repentance, Judgmer
rehearse, we are ghare the joy. We Awe, & Reconciliation,” by Dean E
are tolive the way that attracts otherswheelock, July/August, 1996 issue
to God'’s way. We are to be prepared tblebrew RootsR.O. Box 98, Lakewooc
help others understand the way to salwl 54138.
vation as God gives us opportunity. Article: “The Feast of Loudness
The world at large is almost totallyby Norman S. Edwards and P4
distracted from paying attention to GodDewey, August 1997 issue Skrvants’
We, too, are easily distracted. WeNews, P.O. Box 220, Charlotte

rehearse at the festivals. We can

won and others have been lost. When |
nwas baptized | didn't appreciate how
rmany battles there would be. Nor as |
tistood there soaking wet did | under-
stand how | was going to overcome sin.
Yet | knew | had to overcome sin.
We all start our walk with Jesus in
isimilar fashion: anticipation, excitement,
cjoy, and the feeling of being really clean.

about God'’s plan of salvation. Instea(But many of us didn't at baptism fully

lyunderstand how to overcome sin. Some
neof us don't learn to overcome sin until
much later in life. I've learned, and I'd
like to share what has worked for me.
Vi
C Years After Conversion
L Years after conversion many mature
| Christians still feel beset by sins. At bap-
e tism, when they came under the blood of
[ Christ, they expected a clear and certain
pIvictory over sin. Many didn'’t think that
athey would be struggling against sin
years and decades after baptism.
n Many Christians fight mightily to
tovercome sin, but too often they just
don’t seem to make progress. Too often
ssin wins the battle and Satan is the vic-
rtor. Many of us find that there are times
fiwhen we are still the servants of sin,
e and sin does continue to reign over us.
s Maybe you are fighting bad habits.
o Maybe there are secret sins. Or maybe
v you find that there are old sins that you
rthought you had overcome a long time
ago, sins that once again have become a
significant problem in your life
t  Coexisting with sin is not what
. Jesus Christ wants for us. The Lord
cdoes not wants us to live side-by-side
, with major sins that hurts us and that
hurt those around us. Satan of course
"loves this kind of situation. He rejoices
\r when we are in bondage to sin.

Two Choices

become jaded and lazy, let’s jdateit. Michigan 48813-0220. o
Page 12

We are presented with two very
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simple choices in the scriptures. One isheaven: but whosoever shall do and The next day he saw Jesus com-
to overcome sin and live forever. The teach them, the same shall be called ing toward him and declared, “Here is
other is to live in sin and face a loss of great in the kingdom of heaven. the Lamb of God who takes away the
reward or even possibly eternal punish- There is a terrible penalty to be paid sin of the world!"John 1:29.
ment. by those who refuse to repent of sin and It is a battle and Jesus is our Savior.
Two simple choices. refuse to overcome sin. In RevelatiotHe wants us to believe that, He wants us
On the one hand we are promise@l:8 we find that some will be cast outo look to Him as Savior. So when the
great reward if we overcome sin. Jesube kingdom and face the frighteningattle with sin rages we call on His name
tells us that we will be rewarded accordreality of the second death. and He saves us. Then we see His deliv-
ing to our deeds. If we do well, if we But the fearful, and unbelieving, erance, and we know that He cares for us
seek glory and honor, we will be given and the abominable, and murderers, personally. The struggle with sin goes
immortality and we will be given eternal and whoremongers, and sorcerers, away. He getsll the glory. That is how

life. Notice Romans 2:6-7 and idolaters, and all liars, shall have it works.

Who will render to every man their part in the lake which burneth Then we are free of sin and we know
according to his deeds: To them who with fire and brimstone: which is the  why. It is because of His personal inter-
by patient continuance in well doing second death. vention in our lives. He gets the credit for
seek for glory and honor and immor- So we have two simple choices, tdhe victory, it is His victory ando flesh
tality, eternal life. live in sin and face certain punishmentzan glory! He wants us to experience

Also notice Revelation 2:11. Jesu®r to overcome sin and be given &lis deliverance, and to feel His victory,
tells us that if we overcome we shall noteward in the Kingdom of God. and to know it comes from Him.
be hurt by the second death: But it is still a battle. The apostle Paul

He that hath an ear, let him hear Some Sins Overcome On Our Own experienced this battle against sin many
what the Spirit saith unto the church- At baptism most of us were deteryears after conversion. As an older man
es; He that overcometh shall not be mined to overcome sin. Most of usHe felt the deliverance that came from
hurt of the second death. found that there were some sins wéesus’ personal intervention on his behalf.

In Revelation 2:26-27 we read thatould overcome on our own strength. It
rulership over the nations is promised tmight have been difficult, but we could The Example of Paul
those who overcome sin: do it. Even the apostles of the first century
And he that overcometh, and Even people in the world who don'thad to struggle against sin. They were no

keepeth my works unto the end, to  know God, overcome bad habits, thingdifferent than you and I. Their battle
him will I give power over the nations: ~ the scriptures would classify as sin.  against sin wasn't easy. Paul is a case in

And he shall rule them with a rod of But the bitter reality is thatomesins point. He had to continue to struggle
iron; as the vessels of a potter shall are impossible for us to overcome@n against sin many years after he was con-
they be broken to shivers: even as | our own strength. There is no way! verted.

received of my Father. He thathathan ~ Jesus knew that. Jesus knew that each of In Romans 7:22-25 we read about
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith us would have some sins that would bBaul’s renewed struggle against sin. The
unto the churches. veritable monsters, they would loomLord caused this episode in Paul’s life to
On the other hand, if live sinful lives,much bigger than our ability to over-be recorded for our benefit. It shows us
where we coexist with sin, we will become them. But He made a way ohow Paul overcame sin and how we too
confronted with the sure punishmenescape, a way of victory. As our persorean overcome sin. Notice Paul's words.
that will come upon all of those whoal savior He offers His personal and'hey ring of struggle and battle. They
purposefully break the commandmentmdividual help to overcome sin. Heend with victory!
of God. We may be looking at the verjknew that with His help we could over- For | delight in the law of God after
real possibility of a reduced reward ircome whatever monsterous sins seek tahe inward man: But | see another law
the Kingdom of God or not being in theoverpower us. He offers help to over- in my members, warring against the
Kingdom of God at all. comeany sin. law of my mind, and bringing me into
Why face the prospect of a greatly There is one simple key to overcom- captivity to the law of sin which is in my
diminished reward? Why face the potening sin.It is the strength and personal  members. O wretched man that | am!
tial of the lake of fire? intervention of Jesus Christ! who shall deliver me from the body of
In Matthew 5:19 we read that we are Jesus is the lamb of God that takesthis death? | thank God through Jesus
to keep the commandments of God, aravay the sins of the world, John 1:29. Christ our Lord. So then with the mind
we are to teach men to keep the condesus by His own power and by His own | myself serve the law of God; but with
mandments. If we do not keep them anohight takes sin. He does it for us at bap-the flesh the law of sin.
teach them we will be called “least” intism, and He does it for us throughout Just like Paul, many mature
the Kingdom of God—a greatly dimin-our lives. But we must ask Him to do it.Christians find they, too, experience a
ished reward: You must ask Him to help you overcomeenewed struggle against sin. Paul gives
Whosoever therefore shall break sin. You have to ask Jesus, the lamb dtifie key to overcoming sin in verse 25,
one of these least commandments, God who takes away the sins of thevhere he says, “I thank God through
and shall teach men so, he shall be  world, to take away your sin when it isJesus Christ our Lord”. When we are
called the least in the kingdom of too great for you to overcome. beset by sin we need to do what Paul
August 1998—«rbkr-0nHne5e1'1t . DA -———— Page 13
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did.. We need to look to Jesus Christ. troubles, whenever there are problemgyents.

Paul goes on in chapter 8 of Romanahen we are beset by sin, we need to Jesus has been a very personal savior
to explain that we are “more then coneall on the name of the Lord and we wilto those in His church. He has been help-
querors* through Jesus Christ our Lordbe saved. You don't just “call on theing His people overcome sin. That is one
There is suffering. In fact, suffering isname of the Lord” at baptism. of His main responsibilities. He is the
expected. At times we are to suffer with It is Jesus Christ who strengthens usamb of God who takes away the sins of
Jesus, so that we can be glorified witht is Jesus who intervenes for us. It ishe world. Your sins and my sins. Before
Jesus. Jesus who frees us from every sin... bisaptism and after baptism.

But we are still conquerors. We overonly if we call on His name. Paul looked to Jesus to overcome sin
come through our Lord and Savior Jesus In 2 Timothy 2:22 Paul tells us to doand told congregations of the churches
Christ. He “...indeed intercedes for us”just that. Notice this is after we are conef God to do exactly the same thing. In
His love for us is steadfadiothing can verted. This is after we have been bapgdebrews 12:2 Paul exhorted Christians:
separate us from the love of Christ, tized. This is after we have been a mem-  Looking unto Jesus the author and
absolutely nothing. It is preciselyber of the Church of God. We are to call finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
because Jesus loves us that He helpsarsthe Lord out of a pure heart. We are was set before him endured the cross,

overcome sin. Our Elder Brother lovedo call on Jesus. despising the shame, and is set down
to deliver us, His brothers and sisters. Flee also youthful lusts: but follow at the right hand of the throne of God.

Who is to condemn? It is Christ righteousness, faith, charity, peace, In times of need, in seasons of trial,
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, with them that call on the Lord out of ~ when we are beset by sin, we need to
who is at the right hand of God, who a pure heart. come boldly before the throne of God
indeed intercedes for us. Who will sep- It does takes a “pure heart”. We musand call on Jesus Christ to help us. It is
arate us from the love of Christ? Will call upon our Lord out of a “pure heart’solely by the Lord’s mercy and grace

hardship, or distress, or persecution, and ask Him to deliver us. Our hearthat we win the victory over sin. Notice
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or  must be pure, sincere, dedicated to foHebrews 4:14-16:

sword? As it is written, “For your sake  lowing our Friend and Savior! It is Jesus  Seeing then that we have a great

we are being killed all day long; we are  Christ who then takes away the sin. In high priest, that is passed into the

accounted as sheep to be slaugh- Philippians 4:13 Paul says: heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
tered.” No, in all these things we are | can do all things through Christ hold fast our profession. For we have
more than conquerors through him which strengtheneth me. not an high priest which cannot be
who loved us. For | am convinced that The strength is the Lord’s strength. touched with the feeling of our infirmi-

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor ~ The power comes from the Lord. This ties; but was in all points tempted like

rulers, nor things present, nor things to seems so very simple, to just look to as we are, yet without sin. Let us

come, nor powers, nor height, nor  Jesus Christ. But it works. It is the only therefore come boldly unto the throne

depth, nor anything else in all creation, way to overcome sins that are too pow- of grace, that we may obtain mercy,

will be able to separate us from the  erful for us. Paul realized this. He said in and find grace to help in time of need.

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 7:24: When we come before the throne of

Jesus truly looks on us as brethren. O wretched man that | am! who grace we are looking to our personal

He is a personal savior who watches shall deliver me from the body of this High Priest, Jesus Christ, to deliver us.
over each one of us. We are His. He death? This is personal. It is one-on-one. No
loves us and He wants to help us. The Paul knew that he could not stop sinman needs to intervene for you. No man
way to overcome sinis through the ning on His own strength. Freedom frontan do this in your place. You must go to
direct and personal intervention of sin comes through the direct interventhe throne of grace and ask Jesus to help
Jesus Christ.Jesus Christ is the key totion of Jesus Christ. At one time weyou in times of need to overcome sin.

overcoming sin! were the servants of sin, and Jesus made
us free from sin. Notice John 8:34-36: Jesus Forgives Our Sins
Jesus is the Key Jesus answered them, Verily, ver- When We Stumble
So then how does Jesus help us taily, | say unto you, Whosoever com- Jesus understands! He is touched by

overcome sin? What must we do to havemitteth sin is the servant of sin. And our trauma. He is touched by our pain.
Him intervene for us? He is always the servant abideth not in the house He feels our hurt. He knows what it is to
there, His eyes behold our every action.for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If have tears running down His cheeks.
His love is constant and unwavering. the Son therefore shall make you It is true that Jesus never sinned, but
How do we get Jesus to help us? free, ye shall be free indeed. He had many very good close friends on
It is really very simple. Ever so sim- What do you think Jesus has beethis earth who did sin. So He under-
ple. The key to overcoming sin is to caltloing for the past nearly 2000 years? stands our weaknesses and He forgives
upon Jesus Christ to deliver you from Jesus is the author and finisher of ouwall our sins if we repent, just as He for-

sin. We read in Romans 10:13 salvation. That is His role in the churchgave the sins of His good friends. There
For whosoever shall call uponthe  anciently and today. For almost 2000s plenty of grace. Jesus applies abun-
name of the Lord shall be saved. years He has been leading His churckant grace.

This scripture is an ongoing promiseHe has been helping His people. He has Jesus is our judge, John 5:22-23:
to all Christians. Whenever there ar®een bringing His will to pass in world The Father judges no one but has
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freed from sin by grace. NoticeHoly Spirit is that of comforter. It com-
Ephesians 2:8-9 forts us in times of trouble and stress.
For by grace are ye saved  The apostle John wrote in John 15:26:
not honor the Son does not honor the through faith; and that not of your- But when the Comforter is come,
Father who sent him. selves: it is the gift of God: Not of whom | will send unto you from the
There are times we will stumble and works, lest any man should boast. Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
fall. Times we will sin. At those times  Also notice Romans 5:15. The grace proceedeth from the Father, he shall
we ask for forgiveness and Jesus fodesus gives us is free. There may be battestify of me.
gives our sin. There is plenty of gracetles and some suffering, but there is The Holy Spirit also gives us qualities
At those times, just like Paul, we need talways free grace, i.e. “The free gift inof mind and a quality of life that are not
ask our Savior to help us not to sin.  the grace of one man, Jesus Christ”. available to the unconverted. In Gal 5:22-
If we say that we have no sin, we But the free gift is not like the tres- 23 there is a listing of these qualities:

given all judgment to the Son, so that
all may honor the Son just as they
honor the Father. Anyone who does

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he who
is faithful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unright-

pass. For if the many died through the
one man’s trespass, much more sure-
ly have the grace of God and the free
gift in the grace of the one man,

But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance.

eousness. If we say that we have not Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. The Holy Spirit makes life a joy and
sinned, we make him a liar, and his Notice also what Peter said in thét gives us peace. It provides a link to the
word is not in us (1Jn 1:8-10). book of Acts Father and to His way of thinking and to
Overcoming sin is not just a one- On the contrary, we believe that His attitudes. We become directly con-
time event. If it were we would only we will be saved through the grace of nected to the Father by the Holy Spirit.
have to call on Jesus once, and then wehe Lord Jesus, just as they will (Acts ~ We share the same qualities of mind that
would be free of sin the rest of our lives. 15:11). the Father enjoys. The world does not
But that is not how it works. Since we Grace is any gift of God. Remembehave peace. But we have peace and com-
are to follow Jesus all our lives, and Hehat all gifts from God come through fort through the Holy Spirit that abides
continues to lead us all our lives, we findesus Christ. One of the Lord’s greatestith us or is in us.
that temptation and sin may come oftergifts is His removal of sin from each of In John 14:16-17 the apostle John tells
That means that we need to call on Jesus. That is grace. Lets take a look ais that the Holy Spirit is a spirit of truth, it
for help just as often. When He helpsRomans 6:14-18: teaches us what is right and what is godly:
and He does help us, He becomes a real For sin shall not have dominion And | will pray the Father, and he

and very personal Savior. over you: for ye are not under the law,
We learn to walk with Him, and He but under grace. What then? shall we
wants us to learn to walk with Him. sin, because we are not under the law,
but under grace? God forbid. Know ye

The Power of the Lord not, that to whom ye vyield yourselves

Is a Gift of Grace servants to obey, his servants ye are to

shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you forever;
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it
seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with

We know that forgiveness of past whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
sins is a gift of grace, but did you know death, or of obedience unto righteous-
that deliverance from sin is also a gift of ness? But God be thanked, that ye
grace? were the servants of sin, but ye have

When we call on Jesus to set us freeobeyed from the heart that form of doc-
from sin, Jesus doesn't tell us how He is trine which was delivered you. Being
going to remove sin from us. That is then made free from sin, ye became self, but whatsoever he shall hear,
where faith comes in. We must believe the servants of righteousness. that shall he speak: and he will show
we will be made free from sin, that Jesus We are made free from sin. Read thatyou things to come.
will free us from being slaves to sin. Inagain.We are made free from sinHow But, the Holy Spirit on its own does
Romans 6:22-23 we read: does Jesus do it? It is by free grace. It i®ot give us the power to overcome sin!

But now being made free from not a matter of works lest any mariet me say that agaithe Holy Spirit
sin, and become servants to God, ye ~ should boast. In other words, we do naloes not give us the power to over-
have your fruit unto holiness, and the overcome on our own strength apamome sin!
end everlasting life. For the wages of ~ from Jesus Christ. We cannot, whenever we choose,
sin is death; but the gift of God is just call on the Holy Spirit and use it as
eternal life through Jesus Christ our The Role of the Holy Spirit the power to overcome sin. It does not
Lord. It is important to understand that wewvork that way.

The scriptures don't tell us how wedon't call on the Holy Spirit to overcome  The Holy Spirit is not a personal
will be made free from sin, the scripturesin. The Holy Spirit does not work thatpower source for overcoming sin. If it
do not explain the details of how Jesugay. It is not the vehicle by which wewere, then we would not need Jesus. All
does things. Jesus does it and that is alvercome sin. we would need to do would be to call on
we really need to know. It is a matter of At baptism we receive the gift of thethe Holy Spirit and then we could sim-
grace. We are saved by grace, and we afiely Spirit. One of the functions of theply overcome sin. If we did that (and
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you, and shall be in you.
The Holy Spirit is our very own per-
sonal teacher, John 16:13:
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of him-
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many have tried this in the churches of Also 2 Timothy 2:22: was chosen. The point is that they asked
God) where would Jesus be in all of  Flee also youthful lusts: but follow  the “Lord” and these scriptures indicate
this? He would be excluded. righteousness, faith, charity, peace,  that they are talking to Jesus.

The Lord gives us the Holy Spirit so with them that call on the Lord out of Acts 1:21 So one of the men who
that we can have love, joy, and peace ina pure heart. have accompanied us during all the

this life. He gives us the Holy Spirit so  If some one has a problem with eat- time that the Lord Jesus went in and
we can be comforted in trials. He givesng to much, with stealing, with lying, outamong us, beginning from the bap-
us the Holy Spirit to teach us the thingsvith fornication, with idolatry, and on tism of John until the day when he was
that we as Christians need to learn.  and on it goes, that person must fleetaken up from us—one of these must

But the Holy Spirit, on its own, apartcompromising situations. These are become a witness with us to his resur-
from Jesus, cannot help us overcome alhoices we must make. They are oursrection. So they proposed two, Joseph
sin. That is Christ's job and we must calblone. And the Lord expects us to make called Barsabbas,who was also known

upon Him do it! right choices. as Justus, and Matthias. Then they

We must also resist Satan, who is theprayed and said, “Lord, you know

What Does Christ Expect? author of sin. Notice James 4:6-7 everyone’s heart. Show us which one

Jesus does not have to help us over- But he giveth more grace. of these two you have chosen to take

come every sin. There are some sins thatWherefore he saith,God resisteth the the place in this ministry and apostle-

we can overcome by ourselves. People inproud, but giveth grace unto the ship from which Judas turned aside to

the world do it all the time. Jesus expectshumble. Submit yourselves therefore go to his own place.”

us to do what we can for ourselves. to God. Resist the devil, and he will When Stephen was being stoned and
Just because Jesus intervenes andlee from you. about to die an extremely painful death,

takes away sins that we are not able to But when you have done all that yownotice what Stephen did. He called on
overcome on our own, does not meaoan do to resist sin, then it is the time tthe name the Lord, Acts 7:59. Stephen
that we don’t have to be careful aboutall on the name of the Lord and ask fatalked to Jesus.
our actions. We do have a major role ideliverance. The Lord can take the Stephen asked Jesus to “receive my
overcoming sin, and we do have amrong desire away. If there is a wrongpirit”. He also asked Jesus not to “hold
important part in the process. We mugpirit present causing some compulsivihis sin against them”, those doing the
be careful as to what we allow ourselvebehavior, such as the “spirit of jealousy’stoning. Stephen talked to Jesus in this
to see and do. or a “spirit of whoredom”, the Lord will time of extreme duress. He knew Jesus
One of the most important things wemake that spirit leave. was there with Him. He knew it was
as Christians do in this life is build right-  When you aren’t able to overcomelesus’ job as the head of the church to
eous character. Through Jesus Christ veertain sins on your own, then it is timénelp Him personally in time of need.
literally become a new creation, a “nevio put the problem in Jesus’ hands. ResiStephenknew that. So he called on
creature” who is righteous and pleasinthe sin and let Him remove the sin. Jesus to help him as he was dying, and

to God, 2 Corinthians 5:17: Jesus did help him.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, Rejoice! Jesus Delivers! While they were stoning Stephen,
he is a new creature: old things are In the book of Acts we read that the he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
passed away; behold, all things are  early church talked with Jesus. They spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried
become new. prayed to the Father, but they often did out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold

The scriptures and the Holy Spirittalk to Jesus. Notice Acts 2:21-22. The this sin against them.” When he had
teach us what is right behavior, and wearly church knew that they had to call said this, he died.

have to learn to walk that way. Jesusn the name of the Lord to be saved. We can look to Jesus and call on
wants us to live good lives. We need to  Then everyone who calls on the  Jesus for help just as the early church
do what we can. name of the Lord shall be saved. You did, just as Stephen did. And we can be
For example we need to flee from that are Israelites, listen to what | certain that Jesus will answer.
temptation. If a man has a problem with have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a So rejoice! If you are having troubles,

lust he should avoid anything that would man attested to you by God with if there are trials, or if you are fighting sin
aggravate the problem. He should avoiddeeds of power, wonders, and signs and not making progress, then call on the
pornography, immoral movies, and any- that God did through him among you, name of the Lord out of a pure heart and
thing that would cause him to lust. The as you yourselves know— ask Jesus to help you, to free you from
Lord tells us to flee from temptation. In Acts 1:21 the apostles were pickinghe troubles and sin. This is not saying
Notice the following examples, firsta replacement for Judas, and they dithat our sins do not matter, but that a
1 Corinthians 5:18: cussed the qualifications for a replacesolution is available if we are willing to
Flee fornication. Every sin that a ment. The new apostle had to havask Jesus for it and give Him the glory.
man doeth is without the body; buthe  “accompanied” the other apostles “during Don’t worry how He will do it. It is
that committeth fornication sinneth all the time the Lord Jesus went in and oulp to Him. Just have faith that He will do
against his own body. among” them, verse 21. They prayed tit! It is one of His responsibilities as our
Also notice | Corinthians 10:14 the “Lord” in verse 24. They were askingolder Brother. By His grace and by His
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, Jesus to make a choice as to who shoytdwer He will deliver you from trials
flee from idolatry. take Judas’ place as an apostle. Matthiamd remove the sin from you. 0
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“Don’t Appear Empty” from page 1

collecting money to cover Feast expens-pure water. Let us hold unswervingly
es or to support various ministries, to the hope we profess, for He who
though we would not use Deuteronomy promised is faithful. And let us con-
16 to justify this practice. On the other sider how we may spur one another
hand, most of the corporate churcheson toward love and good deeds. Let
teach that these gifshould be money,
and they regularly include “holy day some are in the habit of doing, but let
offerings” as a significant part of their us encourage one another— and all
yearly budget. Without these offerings, the more as you see the Day
they would have to greatly cut back approaching. (Heb 10:22-25)..

their “work”—publishing magazines
and booklets, sponsoring television proove and good deeds?
grams, paying staff and their “ordained
ministry”. These groups frequently eager to have spiritual gifts, try to
speak of such offerings as a “shot in the excel in gifts that build up the church
arm” to boost their flagging income. (1Cor 14:12).

Some even have to borrow money
before the spring and fall Feasts, thenimpart to you some spiritual gift to
pay it back from holy day offerings at make you strong—that is, that you

certain times in the year.

But is this the only “application”
that could be made of the Old
Testament principle of bringing tithes but the same Spirit. There are differ-
and offerings to the feasts to modernent kinds of service, but the same
circumstances? The ancient offeringsLord. There are different kinds of
spoken of in Deuteronomy weren’t working, but the same God works all
offerings of money in the first place— of them in all men. Now to each one
they were animals to be sacrificed atthe manifestation of the Spirit is
the temple. The meat was eaten by thegiven for the common good (1Cor
family bringing the sacrifice, by the 12:4-7).

But if you plan to “appear before the
Lord” and do not want to be “empty”,
think about your spiritual gifts this year.
The true value of bringing “your gifts”
to the Feast is so that they may be used
there to edify, build up, encourage and
serve other brethren! Rather than just
view the Feast as “a vacation with ser-
mons”, focus on the opportunities that
will abound in a group setting to use
your gifts. Listen to what Paul says on
How might one “spur others on” tothe matter:

We have different gifts, according
to the grace given us. If a man’s gift
is prophesying, let him use it in pro-
portion to his faith. If it is serving, let
him serve; if it is teaching, let him
teach; if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the
needs of others, let him give gener-
ously; if it is leadership, let him gov-
ern diligently; if it is showing mercy,
let him do it cheerfully. Love must be
sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to
what is good. Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love. Honor one
another above yourselves. Never be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritu-
al fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful
in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer. Share with God's people who

and having our bodies washed with

us not give up meeting together, as

So it is with you. Since you are

| long to see you so that | may

and | may be mutually encouraged
by each other’s faith (Rom 1:11-12).
There are different kinds of gifts,

priests and Levites, and also shared The command in Deuteronomy 16 are in need. Practice hospitality
with the poor. But we no longer kill says we are to give in proportion to the (Rom 12:6-13).

bulls and goats and sheep at the Feadtlessing”—the

gifts—we have  Does this sound like just so much

Even in the Psalms there is a hint of eeceived from the @rp. In the New theory? How does one put it into prac-

different kind of offering:

Accept, | beseech thee, the
freewill offerings of my mouth, O
LorD, and teach me thy judgments
(Ps 119:108).

And this theme continues in
New Testament;

Through Jesus, therefore, let us
continually offer to God a sacrifice of
praise— the fruit of lips that confess
His name. And do not forget to do
good and to share with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased
(Heb 13:15-16).

thetogether?

Testament that blessing, those “gifts” ofice? We cannot give a formula,
God, are referred to as “spiritual gifts"because everyone has different gifts
which He distributes as He will amongand every situation is different.
the brethren. And what are we to dddowever, these points should help.
with such a gift we share in our meeting 1) Pray for spiritual gifts. Pray for
the Eternal to send you where you can
use them, or to send people to you
whom you can help.

Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God's grace 2) Study your Bible often, especial-
in its various forms (1 Pet 4:10) ly at the Feast. This will give you some-

In the past, have you experiencething encouraging to say to others.
going to a feast where the only ones 3) Be friendly and talk to others.
actually using personal, individual spir-There may be people sitting right next
itual gifts were those on a “speakingo you at the Feast who need some

The New Testament never speakschedule” or those appointed to offeknowledge or wisdom that you have or
specifically of “how” to observe the “special music” during services? Havevhom you can physically help, but you
Holy Days at all. But here is one pasyou assumed that the only “gift” youmay never know it unless you talk to
sage that clearly speaks of meetingere to bring was some money to put ithem.

together, so perhaps it can also give ube offering plate as it passed?
a hint of what sort of “gifts” are appro-

priate in our time:

Let us draw near to God with a
sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to
cleanse us from a guilty conscience

August 1998

4) Do not be afraid to accept
No spiritual ability is required to go opportunities that “find you”. If you are
to a Feast of Tabernacles and contributesked to pray for a sick person, take
only money. If all that mattered werecare of a handicapped person or do
money, people could save money bgomething else you have not done
keeping the Feast at home and just sebéfore, pray for the ability to do it, and
it all in to their corporate headquarters.“walk through the door”. (A8
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Partial Literature List

This list contains some of our most current and our
most-requested literature. Many people have told us
that these items have been helpful to them. If you
see something that you think will interest either
you or a friend, we hope you will ask for it.

All items are free upon request. All back issues of Servants’
News are available as well as a Complete Literature List

Our goal is to bring worthwhile information to as many as want it at the
lowest practical cost. The loose-leaf format used by Servants” News
and most of the literature below is inexpensive and makes copying
easy (most literature is public domain). You might wish to hold the
pages together with a 3-ring binder, staples, brads or a paper clip.

Mature Literature:

The Theological Marketplace of Ideas or, the Three “C’s” of

The Apple of God'’s Eyeby Jim Rector, 13 pages. God’s love Ministry by F. Paul Haney, 11 pages. What is necessary for
is greater than we imagine, and we often take it for granted.former WCG members to reach the world with the Gospel?
A Call to Arms by Jim Rector, 16 pages. Lessons for todayhe Worldwide Church of God Splits: Their Triumphs

from Revelation 2-3 including the oppressive doctrin
the Nicolaitans and the doctrine of Balaam.
Basic Bible Study Toolsby Richard Nickels. 36 pages.

of and Troublesby Alan Ruth, 56 pages. Facts and analysis
of the last 20 years of “Church of God” history.
n

excellent summary of available Bible study aids and howto Study Resources and Information:

use them. Samples of many study aids included.
Biblical Calendar Basicsby Norman S. Edwards, 10 pag

Anchor Magazine edited by Melvin Rhodes. One free 16 page
s. sample issue. Reaching out to recovering homosexuals.

Introduction to the issues about the Biblical and Hebré®EM Correspondence Courseedited by Ronald Dart, 8

calendars (beginning of months, years, postponement
Cornerstone Publications List of Back Issueby Jim Rector
2 pages. Articles of encouragement, motivation, prop
and in-depth Bible Study.
Eight Studies: Ordination, Laying on of Hands, Tithing,

Nicolaitans, Cain, Balaam, Korah, Teacherdy an anony-

mous author, 60 pages. Bible studies shows the problem
religious organizations that are often more like business
Freedom and Christian Responsibilityby Dale Stogner, 1
pages. Freedom, morality, love and liberty cause peac
prosperity. We are responsible for our actions and our
tions. We need to use the literature available from a v
of ministries to help ourselves and others grow.
The Heart of the Matter by Jim Rector, 31 pages. Our c
ing is to spiritual growth, not just attendance, socializ
politeness or legalism.

Herbert W. Armstrong: 1892-1986 by Richard Nickels, 22
pages. Respectful, balanced biography giving good and

How Does The Eternal Govern Through Humans?by

Norman EdwardRRevisedversion—much new information

including charts of usage of “ordain” in 7 translatioMhat
does the Bible really say about church government?

etc.pages. First lesson from SN, others free from CEM.
| The Christian BeacorOne issue of free quarterly magazine
ecypn inspiration, Bible education, and personal growth.
Computer and Internet/World Wide Web Guide by Alan
Ruth, 18 pages. For novice through expert: how to buy a
computer, how to use software & the Internet for Bible study.
Wihile Fellowship Commentatoby F. Paul Haney. Sample 8
s. page issue of free quarterly newsletter.
Freedom Biblical Information Center Catalog by Wayne
andchatzle, 12 pages. Primarily Sabbatarian groups that give
nac-away free literature, tapes and/or catalogs.
ri€tyends of the Family Lending LibraryOrder Form by Rod
McKown, 2 pages. Check out family books and tapes.
IIFrom Prison to Praiséby Merlin Carothers, 118 pages. Stories
ng, of miracles resulting from simply praising God. If nothing
else, it shows Sabbatarians the difficulty they may have if they
try to tell a Protestant that God has not worked in his life.
bdebrew RootsSample 24-page issue of free newsletter with
emphasis on the Hebrew roots of “Christian” belief.
The Journal: News of the Churches of Gaatlited by Dixon
Cartwright. One free sample issue. Best single source of
news about Sabbath-keeping groups. 32 pages.

How Do We Give to the Eternalby Richard Tafoya & Norman Learning Together Newsletter by Ron Wilson, 20 pages.

Edwards, 36 pages. Biblical study of giving and tithing.

Is Christianity a Fraud? A Preliminary Assessment of the
Conder Thesis by Eric V. Snow, 136 pages. Now includ
effective rebuttal to ConderBy Gosh Josh.

Pastoral Guide on True Shepherding and Caring for the

Flock of God with Servant Leadership and "Being
Helpers of Their Joy!" by Bill Swanson, 16 pages. Bib
verses and practical points for anyone who minister:
desires to minister to others. This book would radic
change the image of corporate churches if it were follow
The Remnant of Israel, An Analysis of G.G. Rupperby
Richard Nickels, 36 pages. In the early 1900s, Rup

Bible study, inspirational, and personal growth articles writ-
ten by a variety of Sabbatarians.
esiving Room Church of God (LRCOG) Directory, 5th Ed.
by Robert Bodkin, 24 pages. Find a place to fellowship!
The Sabbath SentingdDne free sample issue of 16 page glossy
magazine—doctrinal & human interest articles. With Bible
e Sabbath Association order form: Sabbath books & tracts.
s Tdie WAY Newsletter Sample of 24-page free quarterly of
ally doctrinal articles relating to the Biblical way of life.
e@Gervants’ NewsStatement of Receipts and Expenseg,
pages. (Sent automatically &Nsupporterg
p&earvants’ NewsComplete Literature List & Index, 40

taught doctrines similar to those of Herbert Armstron

g. pages. Lists alBNarticles and literature with index.
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