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Names, Numbers Battle of the Mind
and Nonsense  , somonsadinteproverbs Tanupachidin e vay

Throughout the Bible, we find names of men with sigit.” Wise words indeed.
nificant meanings—both good and bad. “Jacob” means The importance of rearinr;
“supplanter”, a fitting name for a man who stole his brothup a child properly, particu
er’s birthright. Later, he was given the name “Israel” whicHarly starting at a venr
means “God prevails” or “prevailer with God”. “David”, a young age, is we'
man after the Eternal's own heart (Acts 13:22) meangnderstood in all cir
“beloved”. On the other hand, the man who refused to feesles. In fact there a
David and his men when they were hungry was namedajor program
“Nabal” which means “fool”. where famous inte

Cities and other places mentioned in the Bible somédects and th
times have names that nicely fit with their part in a particuEinsteins of today ai ‘ y
lar Bible story. “Jerusalem” means “teaching of peace”. Theonating sperm to L ‘ ¥
name Jordan means “descender”, which is fitting for thgiven to certain paren.

. people descendlng into its waters toto raise more geniuse. = -'“J’,—?,'_'
‘n'-—\D;"ﬁa be baptized, and the Spirit rearing them from the womb. 1:"*‘_“- it ’
C descending upon our Savior  Naturally, when a person reaas
-~ (Matt 3:1-16). these words of Solomon, they almost automatically begin to

Throughout the think of little children, chronologically. But let's take this
Bible we also find same verse and go a little bit further into its spiritual meaning

@ many events falling to understand the duality of its intent for adults.
ZLos ?(ngefesz into numerical pat- To begin, let's go to the gospels: “Jesus speaking to the lit-
Q tb‘e angefs terns. There are 7 tle children...” and “Come as little children...” Now everyone
G‘o 6‘ — days in a week, 7 knows you can't go back in time to become a physical child
(\'\\» / 4 ﬁea‘oen years in the harvest again, so Christ was referring to the child within all of us.
on cycle, 49 (7x7) years to That child is our mind, our attitude—babes in Christ; Come
646\ the Jubilee cycle, and 70 to maturity; On the milk, etc.

/17/- {ECﬂ‘tﬁ (7x10) men who were When putting Solomon’s words with the words of Christ,
2 appointed elders over lIsrael. we begin to get the picture of the newborn babe in Christ—
There were originally 12 tribes of that spiritual realm we entered at baptism—a full grown

Israel, 12 apostles, and 24 (12x2) elders in heaven. adult, chronologically, who begins his spiritual development
Many thick books have been wrj - - from a small infant seed in much the
ten on these subjects. The Creato Also In This Issue. same way as a young baby begins his

certainly a God of order, One who pg
attention to meanings of names &
numbers. But does He tell us that
can find Him and His servants by log

Truckers’ Bible Study, Part 3 || development. Just as a mother nurtures
News from Local Congregations hﬁf yoﬁn%hSO does the l_f|10|y Spirit,
- .|l throug rist, nurture the young
NevY l.:east SIS, CEmIARD el Christian. However, for the believer this
ing for amazing names and numbe Religious and World News development begins long before bap-
No! He tells us that His messeng Security and Identity tism.
will agree with His word (Is 8:20), thy 11 \want to Start Spreading Sunshine? The mind is a powerful element, it is
they will not have “mistaken proph . . the guiding force behind everything we
cies” (Deut 18:22), and that they wj 12 Godly Unity vs Worldly Unity || s do and say, and just like a child,

be noted by the love they have for of 13 More Doublespeak from UCGIA | if left unattended it can run wild. It

ers (John 13:35). The Babyloni{ 16 UCGIA Ministry Letter needs to be worked with because, by

Mystery religion, Gnosticism and the nature, it is basically lazy and unless
Continued on page 26 Continued on page 28
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Oak Grove, Mo., Part 3 w.

The Truckers’ Bible Study is conducted weekly at the Texaco truck sto
[-70 in Oak Grove, Missouri. Arlo Gieselman, a member of the Church of (
7th day started the study. He is often assisted by Lenny Cacchio.

Norman Edwards attended the studyJume 7, 1998 Because the sign
had not yet been replaced, no truckers attended. However, one employ
the truck stop attended and sought help with a difficult personal situatior
was interesting to see that this individual already had some understandir
the scriptures regarding the problem at hand. Yet, this person attende
church group regularly. Arlo, Lenny, and Norman were able to add ot
scriptures, as well as give some insight and Scriptural counsel on the ma

The entire two-hour study time was used in this process. Was this stu
failure because no truckers came? If we really believe that our Fathe
heaven is running His work, we need to realize that He may have decid
was most important for one person to be counseled that day. Another d
may be something completely different. We have to walk forward and le
Eternal direct our steps. —Norman Edward

At the June 21 study, we had two truckers and we were also joined byj
and Scarlet Stough, who are frequent contributofhJournal, News of the
Churches of God

| believe that the Stoughs might write a feature article on our mog
endeavor for that newspaper.

There is now a permanent sign up, which should help attendance. Thg
gentlemen both asked for tapes and literature, which | was glad to pro
They each took a fistful of stuff with them. We were also able to provide th
with Bibles. One of the men says he likes to make copies of the tapes anc
them away,

We began with the Bereans, and how they didn't just accept what
said, but searched the scriptures daily whether those things were so. The
and literature | gave out—and what we discuss in the Bible Study—shoul
compared to the scriptures, and what they teach should be accepted onlyj
they agree with the scriptures. Also, which denominations we belong to
not be mentioned in the Bible Study unless it is just mentioned in passin

| turned to Genesis 1 and 2 and read that God made man in His image
we were made to rule and to have dominion over God's creation. We
referred to the purpose of man in Hebrews 1 and 2.

Some of the other subjects discussed were:

1) God does not force man to obey him. Man has free moral agency.

2) God allows the wheat and the tares to grow together. We in our hu
wisdom often can't tell the difference, but it is God who will sort it out.

3) God requires sacrifice from us. Will we follow His call?

4) We should not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.

5) What if the entire world kept just any one of the Ten Commandme
How would the world be different?

6) There is more than just grace to salvation; God does require s
things of us (Matthew 25 and James' epistle).

7) What is sin?

Today was most rewarding, as we were able to walk alongside these
give them literature and Bibles, give them some things to think about, ang
be non-confrontational about it.

Once again, it is encouraging to see both the depth of Bible understar
that some folks have, and their eagerness to learn more.
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Servants’ News is a ministry to help others under-
stand the Creator’s will, obey Him, and teach others. We
believe that the Bible contains the foundation of knowl-
edge about our Creator and that He is actively working
through people today. Our focus is to help the Sabbath-
keeping brethren who believe Yeshua (Jesus) is the
Messiah, but we realize that the Eternal works with many
groups and individuals.

We believe the gospel should be given freely—you
may copy this newsletter and give it to others. Servants”
News has nothing to sell and has no financial ties with
other organizations, but is supported by those who per-
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: . Rediscovered Take Hold and exten- me that they would be successful, but it
Exchange md wcu thel‘atm’e. sive commentaries on the Torah. Arielvas not apparent that they would be as
If you are looking to obtain, giveis also the co-leader of a Torah basesliccessful as they were.
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away, or trade old WCG literature, thiscongregation in JerusalemBoaz The lecture series, organised chiefly
Internet site is worth checking out: ~ Michael, Founder and Director of Firstby non-ordained members of the UCG
www.absin.com/public/WcgSwapPage.html  Fruits of Zion ministries. with help from many others, had the

Sponsor: First Fruits of Zion, PO following objectives
. Box 620099, Littleton, CO 80162- a) to use these lecture series as a

IBLG lnfu fol' MUN PWple. 0099, Phone (800)775-4807 or 303means of outreach: This proved very

We have a few of the items from933-2119, Fax: 303-933-0997, Esuccessful withabout two-thirds of
IBLC and have appreciated the materiMail:ffoz-israel@ffoz.org, on-line reg- attendees not having any back-
al. However, the high cost prevents usstration at: http://www.ffoz.org. ground in the various Churches of
from obtaining all the course material God. He was also interviewed for an
they have. Others may have this prob- i i N article in the Coffs Harbour Advocate
lem as well. Therefore, we would like Kansas clty Fellowsmp Plcmc and by the Rev Dr Gordon Moyes, who
to begin a loan program of the IBLC A Fellowship Picnic for all former hosts Australia's most popular religious
audio/video courses through The Bibl& current members of any COG in theadio program, "Sunday Night Live" on
Sabbath Assn. For a nominal fee t&ansas City area will be held Sunday2GB.
cover postage and shipping, we plan tBeptember 13 at Shelter #3 at b) to revitalise interest in this key
loan IBLC material for 14-day loans. Longview Lake. E-mail the organizer,doctrine after 12 years of neglect

If you have IBLC courses, wouldDiane Cacchio at Icacchio@unicom.nefFundamentals of Belief no. 15): mem-

you consider donating them to Theor call 816-524-2442. bers of the various Churches of God
Bible Sabbath Association, for the pur- —Paula Frazee appeared to be well pleased with this
pose of loaning them to others? We series. Many found the lectures fasci-
would appreciate your help. i i i nating, bringing further proof for our
—Richard Nickels Family Pl‘epal‘mg the Bﬂ'de OE MESSlah Israel identity in addition to the tradi-

Giving & Sharing, Bible Sabbath Assn  Date: August 29, 1998, 9:00 AM to tional proofs.

3316 Alberta Drive, Gillette, WY 82718 2:30 PM. ¢) To build bridges with other sim-
(307) 686-5191; giveshare@vcn.com Location: New Life Center, 6830 ilar Churches of God: members of the
http://www.vcn.com/~giveshare Highland Dr., Everett, Washington.  Global Church of God, Church of God,
Speakers Dean WheelockHebrew International, The Church of God,

RootsEditor) andLee Lisman Independent  Church  of God,

summel' confereme schedllle Sponsor. Church of God, Everett. Intercontinental Church of God and

Everyone is invited to attend a con- For more information, contact, Dannon-aligned sabbatarians attended and

ference entitledin Jars of Clay— and Mary Ellen Stevens, (360) 653felt very relaxed with each other. The

Uncovering Our True ldentity in 6084. Global Church of God announced the

Messiah. This may be interesting to lectures as did certain Worldwide

those who would like to learn about th | Church of God pastors.

Messianic Jewish perspective. EShEN'Ud Lectures Gl'eat success' In fact, the following organisa-
Minneapolis/St. Paul Minnesota: The saying goes that “you cannotions/periodicals permitted us to place

August 14-16 1998 get blood out of a stone” when used iflyers advertising the lectures in their

Dallas, Texas:August 21-23 1998 the context that it is nigh impossible tonailouts:  British-Israel ~ World

Purpose 1) To be affirmed as New undertake or accomplish something. Federation, Christian Educational
Creations in the Messiah! 2) To appre- Well, the Rick Sherrod lectureServices, Servants’ Newsagazine,
ciate the Torah (first five books of theseries in Australia proved otherwiseFaith in Australia magazine, The
Bible) as foundational for our identity! (For details see Servants’ News Journal newspaper,The Independent
3) To learn how the Torah and NewSept/Oct 1997 p. 29 and May 1998Church of God, Perspectivesagazine,
Covenant work together to establisip.3) It was run on a shoestring budgehlert newsletter, Sabbath History
our identity! 4) To discuss some tradiand the lecture series was more sugewsletter, The Shofar newsletter,
tional misconceptions of the Torah! cessful than what anyone expectedrigins of Nationsmagazindfistory

Speakers: Ariel & D'vorah including Rick and myself. Leading upResearch Projectdhis should be seen
Berkowitz, authors of _®rah to the lectures, the signals were clear o the context of Matt 12:30 and Mark
Junelogfdg=—0no0 0 o.0.06--00.0»n--.....—— Paged3
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9:38-40; Num 11:27-29. him recognized by the world as well. Ifor a day of worship, fellowship, and
Dr Sherrod stated, before leavingve are to operate as a body of believeigistruction.

for the United States, that “Australiawith differing gifts (1Cor 12, Eph 4, Sponsor Church of God, Elkhart.

was an utter delight in terms of servicetc.), other stable local congregations Contact: John Davis, 219-267-

that | have been able to contribute to themay wish to invite Dr. Sherrod to draw7519 after 5:00 PM or e-mail

Church. This is one of the highlights ofpeople and spark their interest. Then th&02505.1400@compuserve.com.

my career in the ministry. | am pleasedbcal congregation will have to be ready

that the turnout was as large as it was-te teach and shepherd those who may i i

| did not anticipate as many outside ohave an enduring interest. Eumpean Economm "mon

the Churches of God.” —Norman Edwards  For years, Church of God groups,
In the United States, at least 90% of and many other prophetically oriented
the audience was UCG and most or all i groups have looked for a union of ten
of the rest were from other Churches of wcG Malol' Events European nations. How do we know
God. The Worldwide Church of God con-when a union is a union as defined in
Approximate attendance was: cluded their Regional Pastors meetinthe Bible? Must there be a single gov-

Sydney: Sabbath services: 80;in Pasadena this week. A source whernment or binding treaty integrating all
Saturday afternoon: 185; Sunday mornwished not to be identified gave usaspects of governing? Or is a joint mili-
ing 80; Sunday afternoon: 90.some major points from the meetings:tary agreement enough to be considered
Canberra: 56. Coffs Harbour: 40. The Big Sandy campus is ready t@ union? In today’s high-tech military,
Brisbane: Sabbath services: 76;go into escrow to a Catholic school. economic power is the single most
Saturday afternoon: 18%oowoomba: The Pasadena property has haithportant factor of a country’s strength.
50. Melbourne: first night: 120; sec- many interested buyers. At least three After months of talking and arguing
ond night: 86.Approximate number of them are currently trying to outbidfine points between France and
of individuals attending: 600. each other. The Pasadena property m&ermany, European leaders meeting in

In retrospect, a few things would bego into escrow as soon as 3 months. Brussels, Belgium signed a formal agree-
done differently, including pushing The headquarters management doesent for monetary union on Saturday,
harder for follow-up Bible lectures on anot really believe in keeping the Sabbativay 2, 1998. Wim Duisenberg, a dutch-
range of topics to ensure that the norer Holy Days any more, but are mainman, was named president of the new
Church of God visitors learn moretaining Sabbath services in most aredsuropean Central Bank.
about our teachings in a methodical andecause a large number of their mem- The countries taking part in the new
sequential manner. bers still want to meet on the Sabbath. currency are Austria, Belgium,

—Craig White This confirms the other reports thafinland, France, Germany, Ireland,
craig@triode.net.au we have been receiving that thetaly, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,

While Craig may not agree with myWorldwide Church of God is now los-Portugal andSpain.
comments, | feel | really need to makang more members to Sunday-keeping That is 11 countries, one too many
them: Craig and others, were able taongregations than they are to théor a ten-nation combine. But that could
accomplish, independently, what woulWCG split-off groups. Their largestchange quickly. Of interest, Britain,
have been impossiblen one of the group of members appears to be peoplenmark and Sweden decided not to
church organizationsHad an organiza- who believe that they should “stay injoin. (Greece was interested in joining,
tion attempted to sponsor this conferencéhe WCG no matter what”. but did not meet all the criteria to take
nearly all of their members would have part.)
attended, but almost none of the othe i i Obviously, a common currency is a
groups would. Furthermore, the organi—R'ay w‘men In GUShen, Indlana great step to actually unifying coun-
zations might have decided that they had Date: Saturday, July 4, 1998. tries. Banks and businesses of all kinds
to approve all of Dr. Sherrods talks to  Time: 11:00 AM Eastern Standardare madly scrambling to try to integrate
make sure they had a “uniform appearTime (same as Central Daylighthe new currency by the year 2000.
ance with church doctrine”—that could Savings Time). This may cause even more difficulty for
have taken years. Also, they may have Location. Community Building, computer engineers trying to make
insisted that the trip had to be “doneGreen Croft Retirement Center atomputers compatible with year 2000
right’ (a big budget), and then decided itGoshen College, College Avenue, souttiates. It could all fail. Only time will
was just too expensive. Finally, if anyonside of Goshen, Indiana. From Indiangell if this economic union is a prophet-
who attended was interested in learnind5, turn east onto College Avenue, crods milestone, or just another one of
more about Church of God doctrinesrailroad tracks, go ¥ mile, turn souttrmany stones down a long rocky road!
organizations would only direct them tdnto Green Croft Retirement Center We should continue to pay attention
their own local congregations—even itirea. The Community Building will beto the European currency, but without
their nearest congregation was much furstraight ahead. direct revelation from the Eternal, it is
ther than another groups’ congregations. Purpose: Ray Wooten, of United not easy to declare this a definite ful-

Dr Sherrod clearly has a “gift” for Christian Ministries in Birmingham, fillment of prophecy.
teaching history, especially BritishAlabama will present “Search the —Norman Edwards, with some
Israelism. His doctoral degree makescriptures: John 5:39". All are invited info supplied by James Tabord
Pageg =/—nu0oD - o—-Honnn-—oooo ooooo--—-—————————————— June 1998



New 1998 Feast Sites
& Complete List of Sites Covered bySN this Year

i order to avoid paying a $1280 fee for thaly dance (bring your favorite tapes and
cave Junﬂtlon, 0reg0n meeting hall, 60 rooms must be filled byCDs) at 7:00 p.m. On Friday we plan
The Omega Praise Fellowshipvill ~ August 15th. on having services at 10:00 a.m., fol-

be sponsoring a Feast site again this fall There are numerous attractions itowed by a everybody-bring-something
at SisQMeadows Youth Camp neaBan Antonio within a short distance ofmeal and family entertainment (bring
Cave Junction, Oregon, Oct 5-12. Finahe meeting facility. For more informa-your instruments), then an Open Forum
costs have not been determined, babn, contact Julian Cruz, Tel: 210-333session from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

camping in heated cabins and 3-meal&29, e-mail: jcruz@ix.netcom.com There are many places to stay and
per day will be included in a very rea- things to do in the area, we recommend
sonable price. This is a full-involve- # " i that you contact the Scott's Valley

ment Feast with plenty of activities for Lake Tahoe PeaSt In Pelton Chamber of Commerce at 408-438-1010

all ages for the entire eight days. Many The “Lake Tahoe Feast,” sponsorednd the Felton Chamber of Commerce at
kinds of music, scripture readings, mesfor the past two years by the408-335-2764. regarding housing. There
sages, and open discussions will b8acramento area Bible study fellowshigre several motels and cabin facilities in
included. For more information and aandThe WayPublications will continue Felton and Scott's Valley, as well as

brochure, call John and Mary Beattie athis year, God willing, in Felton, houses for rent in neighboring Mount

541-855-7220, or Bob and DeirdreCalifornia. Felton is located in theHermon. Nearby Santa Cruz has many
Salmon at 541-855-7403. Or, writescenic Santa Cruz mountains, 10 mirhotels and motels. There are also beach
Omega Praise Fellowship, PO Boxtes north of Santa Cruz. It's almoshouses to rent, in all price ranges.

1742, Rouge River, Oregon 97537. like a “Tahoe Feast By the Sea”! Because this year we will be
Dates for the Feast this year areequired to pay for the hall in advance,
Pagosa sm;mgs’ colorado Monday, October 5, through we are requesting each family plan-

Wednesday, October 14.Again, we ning on attending the Feast with us to

The Front Range Church of God, are having a do-it-yourself, “bring yoursend an advance donation of $50, if
home fellowship consisting of severabwn calendar” Feast with lots of fel-possible, toward the hall rental.
families, will be hosting a Feast oflowship and rejoicing! (Same principle as the “tithe of the
Tabernacles this fall in Pagosa Springs, The meeting is in the Feltontithe” from our WCG days.) This will
Colorado, at the Best Western OakCommunity Hall, 6191 Highway 9, in be considered as a donation, as all other
Ridge Lodge from October 5 toFelton. It's a new hall that seats aboutfferings will be, and you will be sent a
October 12, inclusive. The theme foB00. It has a second room for othereceipt, as we do for all donations. You
the Feast will be non-controversial felactivities such as youth education, teemay send these pre-feast donations to
lowship, with scripture readings orfunctions, meals, seminars, etc. “The WAY,” in U.S. funds, made out to
short presentations at the beginning of Planned feast activities include &‘The WAY’ Publications,” earmarked
each worship service, followed by operiamily dance, circle dancing, workshopsspecifically “for Feast 98,” and sent to
discussion. If you might be interested iryouth and adult choirs, two open familyus at our regular address:
attending, please write Front Rangeéays, and some group activities and trips. The WayPublications
Church of God, P.O. Box 6116,Please let us know ahead of time if you'd P.O. Box 1976
Longmont, CO 80501 or email to:like to help play hymns, sing in the Placerville, CA 95667-1976 USA

abredehoft@juno.com. choir(s), perform music offerings, teach If you're planning on attending the
young people or help in other ways.  Feast with us in Felton, please notify us
san Antonio Texas Messages will again be brought tdy mailing to the address above, or by
)

us by members of the assembly, so bmlling Bill Creamer at 800-808-2560.

Meetings will be held at theamada prepared to share what you have been A brief technical note regarding the dates
Inn (Airport), 10811 1-35 North, in beau- studying in your Bibles, and to learrof the Feast: We plan on holding either a nine-
tiful San Antonio. (Last year, it was thewhat others have been studying. Onagay Feast or a ten-day Feast. The conjunction of
Quality Inn, but meetings are in the samagain, presentations will be followedhe seventh month will be on September 20th, at
place.) Call 800-797-1234 for reservaby questions and discussion, so we may02 p.m. PDT, which puts the first day of the
tions. Give the Group Reservation numall learn even more. conjunction Feast of Tabernacles on October 5
ber87290and tell them you are attend- The tentative schedule is for ser{beginning sundown, October 4). This is also the
ing the Feast of Tabernacles (Church ofices daily at 10:00 a.m., with thestarting date on the Hebrew Calendar.
God). Room Rates are $54 + 15% tax,@xception of two family days  Thelunar crescentin September is predict-
reduction of $5 from last year.. The firs{Thursday and Sunday) when no seed to be visible locally on the evening of
nights’ room must be received within 5Svices will be scheduled, and the weeklpeptember 21, which would place the first day
days of making reservations, either byabbath when services will be at 1:36f the Feast on Tuesday, October 6, (beginning
money order or credit card guarantee. Ip.m., followed by a do-it-yourself fam- the evening of Monday, October 5). If clouds on

Junel9fggm—r0non—00o6o0 o000 0 —-—- - Page5
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the 21st obscure the view of the crescent
moon, the new moon might be declared to be
the evening of September 22, which would
result in the Feast beginning one day later, on
the evening of Tuesday, October 6.

For those who base the new moon on sight-
ings of the visible crescent in Jerusalem, if the
moon is visible on the U.S. West Coast on the
evening of the 21st, it will be only about 34 hours
out of conjunction. This means that, for people in
Jerusalem, it would have to be visible about 10
hours earlier (Jerusalem is about 10 hours east
of the West Coast), or only about 24 hours out of
conjunction. Since the moon must be further out
of conjunction in the fall than in the spring to be
seen, it may be difficult to see the moon in
Jerusalem on the evening of the 21st, so it may
be visible in Jerusalem on the evening of the
22nd, making the Feast begin on October 6. Of
course, if they were to have clouds on the 22nd,
they might declare the new moon a day later.

Based on this information, it would seem
that we would have, at the least, two starting
dates for the Feast, October 5 and 6, and pos-
sibly a third, October 7. Therefore, we plan on
holding the Feast beginning on October 5 and
running for nine or ten days, as needed.

Colo. Springs, Crescent Galendar

733-5271, Fax: 920-788-2939. use the contact information, below.
More information is available at
i ieejeeinnt  Www.coginterlink.org. You may contact
Pu“ Mﬂﬂn FeaSt in MlSSlSSlppl us at info@gtaea.org or call the Head-
We are holding a nonaligned Feast ajuarters Office in Tyler: 903-561-7070.
Picayune (pic’-a-une), Miss., from Oct.

20th, through The Last Great Day on i i
Oct. the 27th. The first service will be at complete LISt Uf Sltes cwered

7:00 PM on the evening of the 19th.  jp Previous SN‘ Issues thls Year

If you have heard the phrase, “Don’t
be so Picayune-ish” or have been to These lists include all the various
Picayune you will know what it means.non-aligned sites mentioned in previ-
Originally, a Picayune was a Spanisious Servants’ Newsssues. We print
coin worth 2 1/2 cents. Today the wordrganization’s site lists when they send
means ‘“trivial and insignificant.” But them to us, but we have not repeated
don't let that fool you. Picayune isthem. Use all three of these pages for a
worth a dollar and a dime in good olggood sampling of non-aligned sites. We
Southern Hospitality. will gladly print information sent to us

Services will be once a day at 10:0@bout new sites in future issues. For
AM except for the Sabbath and Highmore Feast information try the Internet
Days and then they will be at 10:00 AMat www.cei.net/~anderson. Or, sub-
and 2:00 PM. The format for servicescribe to The Journal, News of the
will be songs and either a prepare€hurches of GodPO Box 1020, Big
message or an open forum Bible Studgandy, Texas 75755; $18 for 12 issues.
on various and sundry subjects.

Picayune is about an hours drivdEASTERN USA:
from New Orleans or the Mississippi
Gulf Coast, where in either place a verkudington, Michigan
wide range of recreational activities caiBponsored by: independent families in
be found. For more information con-Michigan. If you are coming from the

This feast is sponsored by thdact: Charles Voss @ PO Box 1058west, remember that there is a car ferry
Church of God, Colorado Springs. Théicayune, MS 39466; Tel: 601-798-4across the lake to Ludington.

location will be 627 N. Circle Dr, 8843, e-mail: jacob@datastar.net.
Colorado Springs. For many years, this

group has been using a calendar basemtercontinemal chumh Uf Gﬂd

Contact: Darrell West, PO Box 26,
Webberville M|l 48892; Tel: 517-521-
3630.

on the first observable crescent in

Jerusalem. Festival dates will

be The following Feast sites are sponPaducah, Kentucky

October 7 through 14. Write Jacksored by the Intercontinental Church oBponsored by families with rather spe-
Hines, PO Box 9901 Colorado SpringsGod and the Garner Ted Armstrongific doctrines.

CO 80932 or call 719-577-9066 or 719Evangelistic Association. [Thgervants’ Contact:

471-2264 for more information.

Little Chute, Wisconsin

Henry Anderson, 58
News staff does not feel that G. T.Meadowrue Rd, Russellville Ark.
Armstrong meets the qualifications for &2801. Tel: 501-968-4546, email:h-
leader in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, but weandy@cswnet.com

see nothing wrong with fellowshipping

This Feast site, like the above sitavith the brethren in these organizations@atlinburg, Tennessee
will also be conducted October 7-14 Panama City Beach, Florida: Sponsored by: United Christian

according to the “first observable cresBoardwalk Convention Center, forMinistries
cent calendar.” It is sponsored by God’'seservations call 850-234-3484.
Community in the Appleton-Green Bay Table Rock Lake,

(Ray Wooten). The
Edwardses, Deweys and others on

Missouri: the SN staffwill be serving in various

Area, (John Purvins). The theme of th&imberling Inn, for reservations call capacities at this site.

feast is Christ's prayer for onenes800-833-5551.
(John 17). Related messages include Lake

Contact: UCM, PO Box 361334,

Tahoe, Kings Beach, Birmingham AL 35236-1334; Tel: 888-

God's Presence Among his People, th€alifornia: North Tahoe Convention 985-9066, email: UnitedBham@aol.com
Heart of the Tabernacle, and Meeting aBenter, Visitor Convention Bureau:

per 1 Corinthians 14:26-40. Children’s800-824-6348.
classes and a picnic overlooking beau- Carberry
tiful Lake Winnebago are planned. TheCarberry

Orange Beach, Alabama
Scotland: Sponsored bytearning Together.
Residential Contact: Ron and Debi Wilson, 7807

Tower,
Tower

location of the site and the address tG@onference Centre, for info call 011 44N lllinois, Caseyville IL 62232-2058;

write for information is 130 W. Main 131 665-3135.
St. Little Chute, WI, 54140, Tel: 920-
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Destin, Florida

Sponsored byCEM (Ron Dart).
Contact: CEM, PO Box 560
Whitehouse, Texas 75791; Tel: 9(Q
509-2999, email: cem@ballistic.com

CENTRAL USA:

Keystone, Colorado
Sponsored by: United Christian
Ministries (Ray Wooten).
Contact: UCM, PO Box 361334
Birmingham AL 35236-1334; Tel: 884
985-9066, email: UnitedBham@aol.ca

Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri
Sponsored by: Cornerstong
Publications(Jim Rector).

Contact: Jim Rector, 3802 Olive St
Texarkana, TX 75503; Tel: 903-79
1352, email: atiro03@aol.com.

LeFlore, Oklahoma

Sponsored by: Independent famili
which observe a “Full Moon Calend
Feast dates are tentatively Oct 19-25
be based on actual moon sightings. T
is primarily a camping site with mote|
available some distance away.
Contact: John Walker, Generg
Delivery, LeFlore OK 74942

WESTERN USA:

Sun Valley, Idaho
Sponsored by: Independent familig
Two-way teleconferences with R
Wooten and Norman Edwards plann
Contact: Adam or Jennifer (Adam’
daughter) Miller, Tel: 760-941-612
email: amillerjr@usa.net

Sunriver, Oregon

Sponsored by: Independent families.
Contact: Al Murrey, 2160 SW 2ng
Ave, Ontario OR 97914. Tel: 541-88
8600.

INTERNATIONAL:

Northern Ireland

Sponsored by: Independent families.
Contact: Greg and Caroline Gault, 25
Castlecatt Rd, Devrock, Ballymone
Northern Ireland BT538BN;

Tele and fax: +44-126-57-41616.

Carberry Tower, Scotland

Sponsored by: Independent families.
Contact: Anthony and Margareth
Miles, Linderudveien 57, 1353 Baerur
Verk, Norway. Tel: 011 47 67 56 22 7

Religiousand
World News

A summary of various newswire sources
by Angel R. Oyola

[9%)

basalt slabs. The excavations were
Religious Front financed by the Israeli Tourism Ministry.
“Pray for and share Christ with Basing their beliefs on supernatural
“every person in America by 2000"is visitations in the 1820’s taloseph
Mhe goal of Mission America, headed bysmith, founder of Mormonism, adher-
150 parachurch groups representing ovents believe he “was called to restore the
40 million people via it€elebrate Jesus true church that had been lost 16 cen-
2000initiative. Endorsed by the Nationalturies earlier.” According to Mormons,
Association of Evangelicals, the Southeralso known as the Church of Jesus Christ
p Baptist Convention and Assemblies o0bf Latter Day Saints, God told Smith that
" God, the main prerogatives are door-taall churches, with specific reference to
door evangelism, the distribution ofBaptists, Presbyterians and Methodists,
resource packets to churches that includeere wrong and to join none. Believing
guidelines on how to present the gosp&od the Father and God the Son have
by direct mail and phone, and follow-upfleshly bodies and that the Holy Ghost is
| &nd “discipleship” of new believers. a Spirit Man, Mormons, now numbering
his 10 million, are one of the fastest growing
s On April 13, theU.S. Court of religions in the world. Persecuted and
Appeals ruled that Crystal Evangelical maligned in nineteenth-century America,
| Free Church in New Hope, Minnesotal atter Day Saints boast 56,530 mission-
may keep the $13,450 donated by bankries, three-fourths of them young males,
rupt Bruce and Nancy Young. Theknocking on doors in 162 countries. Also
church had first pegged of retaining théeing the most generous donors of all
tithes basing themselves on 1993's fedeAmerican church members, giving 7.5
al Religious Freedom Restoration Acpercent of their income, last year, they
RFRA), but the Supreme Court rulechad 318,000 neophytes. Besides revering
FRA unconstitutional last year.their president as God's mouthpiece on
lowever, in April, the appeals courtearth, they belief in new revelations
decided that religiously emitted donawhich can reverse earlier LDS doctrine,
‘tions to churches and charities before the most known example being the 1890
donor files for bankruptcy are protecteddiscontinuance of polygamy, which, 47
years earlier, Joseph Smith declared had
After being the home of five of Jesusbeen commanded by the Lord. Stephen
disciples and the third most frequenthE. Robinson, professor at the LDS theol-
L mentioned city in the New Testamentpgy school, Brigham Young University,
Bethsaida has marveled both secular said in How Wide the Divide, “What
and religious scholars alike.Choosing God has said to apostles and prophets in
some likely ruins along the Jordan Riverthe past is always secondary to what God
about a mile north of the Galilee shoreis saying directly to his apostles and
Israeli archaeologist Rami Arav began arophets now.”
joint excavation in 1987 with professor
3Richard Freund and the University of
YNebraska. Besides unearthing a first cen-
tury city, without the later levels of occu-  Multi-millionaire Saudi dissident
pation found at Capernaum andiving in Afghanistan declared holy war
Chorazin, they believe that an Iron Ageagainst U.S. forcesn his homeland and
City, capital of the kingdom of Geshursaid results would be known in the near
and home of the father-in-law of Kingfuture. Osama bin Laden was stripped of
?avid, has been located. Among théis Saudi citizenship for activities against
indings are fishing hooks, a wine cellarthe royal family and has been named by
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bombings in Saudi Arabia wounding 400ist of priorities is the [Israeli] occupa-time insisting it has the right to do so,
people and killing 24 U.S. servicemen irtion [of Arab land] and not Hamas...” AJapanese officials say that apart from
1995 and 1996. “It is incumbent upon allGovernment Press Office memorandur@hina, Pakistan has the closest ties out
Muslims to wage a jihad [holy war]recently emitted claims that statementsf all the nations on that continent.
against them [U.S. forces] and evict therare in violation of the Oslo agreement

from the holy lands,” he said at his base iabligating the PA to fight terror. The AIDS virus has the potential to
Khost, eastern Afghanistan. “This is the outsmart virtually all the drug treat-
order of the holy Prophet [Mohammed] The Council of Jewish Communitiesments now approved in the U.S.,
that Muslims fully activate themselves tdocated in Judea and Samaria, has according to a recently released study.
evict these forces of nonbelievers,” héegun an information campaign, “There is a problem with drug resistance,
said of the U.S. troops who have been iattempting to educate the public of the and we can't fool ourselves,” said
Saudi Arabia as a regional security forcdangers of further Israeli withdrawals.  Stanford University's Dr. Robert Shafer,
since the 1991 Persian Gulf War whiclone million pamphlets containing mapsead author of the new research published
reversed an Iragi invasion of Kuwait.of the various withdrawal proposals willin the June 1 issue of Annals of Internal
Wearing white clothes, a turban and &e mailed to homes throughout the couMedicine. His team of researchers found
Russian-made rifle, Osama proclaimedry. The 8-page pamphlet explains the crypatients previously treated with multiple
“Today we are confronted with a big prob<ial importance of each of the three arealrugs tackling the HIV virus, which caus-
lem, a very big, a tragic problem... Thef the disputed territories: the Jordams AIDS, can develop the idiosyncrasy of
Arab land has been occupied or a conspialley and Judean Desert (which affordull resistance to all available medica-
acy has been planned to occupy [it]. Fgorotection and a buffer against an attadons, a finding which could indicate a
the first time after the death of the Holyfrom the east); the mountain ridge (wherdeveloping split in the AIDS epidemic.
Prophet, Mecca, Medina and Masjid-iare found many of the Yesha communities

Agsa have been occupied by nonbeliewand the early warning stations, and is that Mexico City authorities have
ers. This is the most important issue of thehich connects the Jordan Valley to thextended a pollution emergency warn-
present time. The land where the holgensely-populated Coastal Plain); and thiag amid criticisms reporting it reacted
Koran was revealed is now being occuarea adjoining the Coastal Plain (3-5 kilotoo slowly in the face of the worst envi-
pied by the Jewish and Christian forcesheters of buffer west of the Arab villagesonmental crisis in decadesThe order
Asked if he felt a threat of capture byof Samaria). The pamphlet also discussesstrains industrial activity and traffic
Western authorities, Osama said, “Ththe water sources originating in Yeshaome 40 percent under a plan launched
Americans can block all roads but they30% of Israel's water), Jerusalem, théy federal district Governor Cuauhtemoc

cannot stop the ways of Allah. We are imoly sites, and other issues. Cardenas. “These are cosmetic mea-
the ninth year of our struggle and | am still sures,” writer Homero Aridjis, head of an
alive.” According to a highly read newspa-environmental group, told a news agency,

per in Japan, the Japanese governmeadding “Mexico City's inhabitants are

Israeli based Haaretz newspaper hassued the warning théhere is a pos- turning into mutants. For the first time
reported Palestinian security forces sibility North Korea possesses at least I'm afraid of dying due to lack of air.”
have stepped up training for wide scale one nuclear bomb.” Nuclear tests by The capital district of 30 million, one of
military battles with Israel if the peace India and Pakistan have created an enthe world’s most polluted metropolitan
process collapses. The preparations foonment which made it easier for Northareas, has over the past few weeks been
armed conflict “are becoming increasingKorea to develop its nuclear technologycovered in a dark haze that cuts visibility
ly professional” and include civil defenseReports said there appeared to behen it sets in early in the morning. The
and weapons training of the civilian popincreasing risks of a nuclear war breakgovernment has warned of more trouble
ulation. The training involved exercisesng out on the Korean peninsula, in thamid the country’s worst environmental
in fighting in formation and launching Middle East or between China and Indiecrisis in 70 years, partly due to forest fires
assaults on an army position and a Jewighspokesman said that past events sutitat have spread in Mexico and Central
settlement. Haaretz also declared thgested North Korea could have beeAmerica since the beginning of the year.
intelligence reports about the trainingleveloping nuclear weapons and thd&esides kiling 50 people, over 11,000
were of a concern by Defense Ministeeven without nuclear tests by Pakistahlazes have devoured nearly 815,100
Yitzhak Mordechai during a cabinetand India there was an undeniable possieres in Mexico. Recent anti-pollution
meeting last week that the ongoing deadbility the communist dictators might measures went into effect after ozone lev-
lock in negotiations between Israel andesume such development. “In the end, éls rose past 220 on an air-quality scale,
the Palestinians was leading to violenceis the North Korean government'’s decimore than twice the US trigger level of

sion [whether to develop nuclearl08. Mexican officials said the measures

The head of the Palestinianweapons]...” After Pakistan said it conwould remain in place until ozone levels
Authority’s Preventive Security Service,ducted several nuclear tests, Japdall below 179. Some 29 percent of
Col. Jibril Rajoub, recently saidWe voiced concern North Korea could geMexico City residents suffer from dry
view Hamas as part of the national assistance from Pakistan that would helpoughs, 19 percent have migraine
and Islamic liberation movement. them to develop nuclear weapons. Evemeadaches, 30 percent have throat pains
Outside of the [autonomous areas] thethough North Korea has denied develomnd at least 50 percent have irritated eyes,
can do as they wish... At the top of myng nuclear weapons, while at the sam&ccording to the Health Ministry. 3
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mong the most powerful " I
forces within human beings ecu rl y an e n I y
are our needs for security

and identity. We need to have a sense by Richard A. Wiedenheft

who we are, of what makes our live: _
worthwhile, of what makes us distinci The author is a former principal of a Sabbatarian high school, the former edi-
and different from others—and ar for of Focus On Truth (a publication of a previous group also called the “United
assurance that these will continue Church of God’), and a former pastor of the Worldwide Church of God.

There’s no quicker way to discoveranother. Hitler was able to stir up the Of course, group identity is fre-
what gives someone his sense of secusense of national identity in most of thejuently not so extreme. Many true
ty and identity than to threaten to take iGerman people to the extent that thelvelievers admit God is working in other
away from him. He will become upsetreligious identity became secondarygroups, but maintain that their group is
angry, illogical, even violent—becauseCatholics, Lutherans, Adventists werghe most correct, the most effective and
the very foundations of his existence awilling to take up arms against fellowthe most faithful to the word of God.
a person are being threatened. Catholics, Lutherans, and Adventists iThey tend to view themselves as dis-
Christians are no different fromPoland, Holland, Norway, Francetinct and separate from other Believers,
non-Christians in their need to knowetc.—because they were Germans, thegther than as part of a larger fellowship
who they are, why they are worthwhilewere the Master Race! In the Unitedf all Believers. Hence, they are better
human beings, and in their need foStates during the Civil War, than others—a cut above— more right-
assurance that what they hold dear wiMethodists, Baptists, Presbyterians ieous. For example, the Pharisees atti-
not be taken away from them.one part of the country were willing totude was, We're the descendants of
Unfortunately, the identity of Believerstake up arms against MethodistsAbraham and | thank you that | am not
is often determined by things thatBaptists, and Presbyterians in anothdike other men.... They could only feel
while not necessarily wrong of and bypart—because their regional or culturatondescending pity, not true love, for
themselves, are not what should reallientity was stronger than their reli-others who did not belong to their right-
formthe foundation of their identity in gious identity. eous ranks.
Christ. Consider a number of examples. Christians are supposed to be part of Identifying oneself with one elite
an international brotherhood of believgroup usually leads to feelings of supe-
National Identity ers from all nations, yet their identity agiority over others who are not as lucky,
It is very natural for people to iden-citizens of a particular country is fre-as blessed, as smart, etc. The Jews of
tify themselves with their country, toquently a more powerful source oflesus day so identified themselves as
feel a sense of security in being able t@entity in their lives. It is the prime God’s chosen people Israel, that it was
say, “I am an American” or “I am adeterminer of how they will act in a cri-extremely difficult for them to see the

Canadian.” Wherever they go in thesis. gospel being preached to Gentiles, to
world, they can let people know who whom they felt superior.
they are by revealing their citizenship. Religious Group Identity Today, human beings are little dif-

The Israelites in Bible times felt One good way to ascertain the basierent. Parents instill in their children
very strongly about their national herof ones identity in the Christian realmhow lucky they are to be born Irish
itage; they were the people specificallys to complete the statement: | am &atholic, German Lutheran, Baptist, or
chosen by God. The Jews of Jesus d@hristian because I.... How one condewish—and not something else. If the
were quick to point out that they werecludes that statement will reveal muclparents are effective in their teaching,
descendants of Abraham; they couldbout his sense of identity. Some woulthe children grow up with their identi-
hold their heads high, no matter whatonclude the sentence, | go to God'ses wrapped up in the ethnic or reli-
else happened (John 5:33)! Even Patdue church”—by which they mean agious group to which they belong. It is
indicated that it would be so easy foparticular denomination. They seevery difficult for them to feel real love
him to put confidence in his nationalthemselves primarily as members ofoward those outside their group.

heritage: that group as opposed to another group, How do you feel about people in
If anyone else thinks he has rea- which might be very similar in doc- other groups? When you meet them, do
sons to put confidence in the flesh, | trines and practices. They believe Goglou feel a sense of distincticinom

have more: circumcised on the  is working primarily or even exclusive-them or of kinshigwith them? Do feel-
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of ly through their organization. In orderings of superiority arise in you, or feel-
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of  to preserve this conviction, they musings of warmth and acceptance? Do
Hebrews... (Phil 3:4-5). remain ignorant of the works of God inyou see yourself as belonging to a dif-
The power of national identity isother organizations or discount thoséerent group, or as part of some com-
demonstrated by the fact that whemworks as deceptive ploys of the devilmon larger group—Ilike the human
push comes to shove among nationgt best they might allow that Godrace?
people who months or years beforeould work with people in other groups,

were worshipping together, will laybut only as a rare exception to his gen- Followers of Men
down their Bibles and song books andral practice of working through their  Frequently, group identity is
take up rifles and begin killing onetrue church. focused on the leader. Followers see
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their significance in life in the fact thatother doctrines. Sabbath keepers fre- | have known young parents who,
they are following the chosen man ofjuently get very nervous about a chalkven though they were convinced that
God, the one through whom God idenge to the Sabbath. I've heard severbbptism was for believers only, had
working. They rest secure in knowingpeople say, “Why, if we give up thetheir own infant children baptized; they
that God will bless them and be withSabbath, we’ll be just like all thejust didn't feel right about not doing it.
them for being loyal to His “chosen serProtestant churches.” Obviously, the If our identity is bound up in our
vant”. And nothing will upset this per-identity of these people is in being dispractices, whether they stem from tradi-
son more than someone who criticizesnct from Protestants, particularly intion or from a desire to obey God, we
his leader. regards to the Sabbath. The Pharisetend to view ourselves as superior and
Several years ago, Mormon misidentity was intimately involved with set apart from those who don't observe
sionaries were explaining to me thehe Sabbath—and with how they kepthe same laws, and we tend to be very
glories of Joseph Smith, God's propheit. They were incensed that Jesus didefensive about them. Those who
of the latter days. | told them about mynot accept their standards on how tobserve Christmas look down on, or
experiences in once having believed inbserve the Sabbath; at one point thegel sorry for, those who don't. Those
a man as God's chosen prophet for theven concluded, “this man is not ofvho don't observe Christmas feel more
end days and how | come to learn h€od for he does not keep the Sabbathighteous than those who do. Those
was very fallible In many respects. I(John 9:16). Much of their personaWwho don’t observe Easter often hear the
went on to point out some of the errorgentity was rooted in the meticulouscomment. “Don’t you believe in the
and failures of Joseph Smith. One ofmanner in which they observed theesurrection?” So intimately is the tra-

the missionaries responded by dogma®Babbath. dition of Easter connected with the his-
ically defending Smith and his own torical fact of the resurrection! The
conviction that Smith was a man of Identity of Traditions Pharisees traditions were so important

God; but as he did, tears welled up in For some, identity is tied to whetherto them that they would break God's
his eyes. | had clearly touched a rawr not they eat certain foods. Once, in @mmandments rather than their own
nerve; | had struck at the very seat discussion of a proposed merger of twoustoms. Jesus said of them,
his identity and security. Withoutchurches, the issue of dietary restric-  And why do you break the com-
Joseph Smith, this young Mormon’dgions came up. One church taught mand of God for the sake of your
world would come crashing down; hisagainst eating unclean meats (Lev. 11,tradition. Thus you nullify the word
whole sense of purpose would b®eut 14), the other had little concern of God for the sake of your tradition
destroyed. He could not let that happembout such matters. A member of the (Matt. 15:3, 6).
even if it meant plunging ahead in blindirst group, in reference to the merger, They were so incensed with His
faith. said in a worried tone, “Does this meamanner of observing the Sabbath and
we're going to begin eating unclearHis challenge to their concept of God
Doctrinal Identity meats?” Clearly, to a significant degreethat they were ready to kill him (John
Recently | sat in on a discussiorthe identity of this person was wrappe®:18). If you challenge a person’s tradi-
about the trinity, among Christians whaup in a doctrinal point—he saw himselftions, you may find that you are striking
believe in this doctrine. They openlyas different and separate from otherat his very being! He will fight you.
admitted that there were many aspectecause he didn't eat pork. Of all the
of this doctrine that they could notthings he could hove been concerned Proper Source of ldentity
understand. They confessed it was about regarding the proposed merger, In addition to those mentioned above,
mystery beyond their comprehensioneating or not eating pork was of primehere are many other aspects of ones life
Questions were asked for which theremportance. Such is the nature of petthat can provide a sense of identity: ones
were no answers. But in spite of all thesonal identity when it is rooted in doc-work, ones past accomplishments, ones
guestions and doubts, one commerttines. status, etc. In most of us, all of these do
was made over and over again: “We Identity is frequently wrapped up inplay a part in whom we think we are. But
must not abandon this ancient, ortharaditions—either religious, family, or there is one source that should overshad-
dox doctrine just because we can’hational ones. Observing holidays, foow all the others. Our primary sense of
understand it. example, plays a major role in personakorth, our feelings of being useful, our
So many Christians are more sensidentity and serves to connect us to presense of being different and distinct
tive about challenges to this doctrinevious and future  generationsshould stem from being children of God
than almost any other. For some reaso8pmetimes traditions have such a prdhrough Jesus Christ!
their identity is, at least to some extenfound meaning in a person's life that he Please don’'t misunderstand. I'm not
tied to a belief in the trinity. It seems tocan’t give them up even after he comesaying we should have no sense of fam-
be the one doctrine that makes theno believe they are not Biblically sanc-ly, national, denominational, or doctri-
really Christian. You can question andioned. He feels, perhaps subconsciousal identity. But doctrines can be
disagree with many other doctrines, buy, that If he turns his back on thesgroven erroneous; nations rise and fall;
just don’'t mess with the trinity. It istime-honored customs, he turns hishurch organizations decline and decay,
sacred ground, even though it is ndback on his parents, his grandparentmerge end split! If our identity is too
explicitly taught in the Bible. his heritage—on himself! He cannotlosely tied with any of these, we are in
Other Christians are wrapped up ifbring himself to do it. for rough times.
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If our identity and security are basg:

orimarily on belonaing 10 Goa treegr VANt to Start Spreading Sunshine?

His Son,
Chris}ians with feelings of love, com- Spreading Sunshimewsletter:
passion, and warmth instead of supégl
ority and self-righteousness—evel jyne 81998
though our doctrines and practices e To: All Subscribers of The Spreading
vary. Then we will not be sensitive Sunshine newsletter
defensive, and even combative, wHheDear Friends,
challenged about things that are peripl It is with a heavy heart that we come to
eral to our existence as citizens of {hyou to announce that after 3 years and 129
eternal kingdom of heaven. issues that we are putting the newsletter to
Through Jesus Christ, the walls |obed and ceasing publication with this
hostility that separate one group frgrenclosed issue. Joan and | are both involved
another are broken down (Eph. 2:14 full-time with the ministry of our local church
We are all one body in Him. To be syr in addition to administrating 4 large websites
we still have differences. We are stil for the Intercontinental Church of God and the
men and women; we are still of diffef- Gamer  Ted ~ Armstrong  Evangelistic
ent nations and races: some of us aAssouahon. We have peen so involved with
employers, some are employees: ;N?at w%have beenddo!ng tgat we Ir;alvetrt])een
doctrines and practices are differ ae\;)vr; \A'”sss# et?)atﬂar:rlllsz?ﬁ O?ne altogether.
. . : N - you that sub-
Bu.t if our primary "."?”t'ty is rooted i scribed to a master copy of the newsletter so
?:ehlrrilgt p{;ré (?[Ltehf)r?)%net?hﬂ(?c?%/eo:];\? Uthat you could distribute the newsletter to a

. ; 'much wider audience than we ever could
Him, these differences can be und haye. We have enjoyed every minute of our

stood, and even appreciated; they ne inyolvement with the newsletter. In the last 36
not be divisive end destructive. months we have received scores of letters
If someone challenges one of qufrom our readers telling of miracles that were
doctrines, we don’t need to break ouf i experienced and lives that were affected and
a cold sweat. Our security is in our re|e changed. It has been one of the most reward-
tionship with God, not in our doctrinef ing experiences that our family has ever been
If disaster strikes our nation, we are stiinvolved with. Thank you too, those of you
citizens of the kingdom of God. If odrthat supported this work for so long. In the
local congregation or denominatigr first two years, we published weekly and it
becomes embroiled in controversy gnWwas only in the past 12 months that we pub-
schism, we are still part of the spirita lished every other week.
body. If we find ourselves in a meetifq The theme of this last issue is Prayer and
with Christians with different doctrings Probably nothing can be as important as our
and practices than ours, we can tr ;contact with God, our Fath.er. It is our sincere
find and appreciate the common gro - prayer tha? all of you continue to pe blesse_d
of love and belief in Jesus Christ: and experience the warm “sunshine” that is

don't need to recoil in fear and feelinpy ¢ 08 of God and Jesus Christ. Just
"because the newsletter is ceasing publication
of separateness.

. . does not preclude us from continuing in the
Throughout all generations, God|itgpreading of this sunshine throughout the
on His throne and human beings qéyorid. Remain steadfast! As Christ said...
hgve an intimate personal rela'ylons i For though | be absent in the flesh,
with Him, they can be part of His etdr yet am | with you in the spirit, joying and
nal kingdom, through Jesus Christ beholding your order, and the stedfast-
Let there be questions about doctrine ness of your faith in Christ. As ye have
about traditions, about church orgapi therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord,
zations! Let nations rise and fall! Let so walk ye in him: (Col 2:5-6)
human leaders disappoint us! It m The “sunshine” we spread now will pay
hurt us, but it should not shake ug- off later, “Then shall the righteous shine forth
for we remain, as always, in the lovif¢as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
hands of our Heavenly Father. We ar'Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. (Matt
His children, we are citizens of H|s13:43).

eternal kingdom; we are in His lovir|c [PhChCristian '°V§' v: Chris. Joan & Jod
fold. What more identity can w € bumming Famiy: Lns, Joan & Jody.
want? What greater secu};ity can 5514 160th Avenue NE, Redmond, Washington

have? 1y | 98052 e-mail: sunshiner@worldnet att.net
June 1998

then we will view Other\ye received this letter from the publishers We atServants’ Neware sad to see

this newsletter go. It served many peo-
ple and asked nothing from them. It
boasted nothing about itself.

We believe that the Cummings are
making a mistake to stop this newslet-
ter, but that the Eternal will show it to
them in due time. (After all, all of us
lived under hierarchical government
for years in the WCG before we under-
stood what was really wrong with it.)
Nevertheless, we cannot help but com-
pare the humble service of Spreading
Sunshine to the rather extensive claims
made by Garner Ted Armstrong and his
Intercontinental Church of God. The
name of the group is to some degree a
boast. GTA has often claimed to be
“the Ezekiel watchman.” Nevertheless,
we realize that people have learned the
Bible through GTA's preaching.

But Spreading Sunshine does not
have to stop now!!

If someone has the time, ability and
desire to continu&preading Sunshine,
the Cummings will be glad to help
them continue it. We asked and
received this message from them:

If someone wishes to take over, we
would ask that they send to us a copy of an
issue that they have published and we
would send it to our mailing list with a cover
letter. Should any of them wish to continue
getting the Sunshine, they could contact
the new publisher directly.

Should someone decide to become the
publisher, | will provide for them complete
procedures demonstrating how we put the
publication together. | have complete
records on every poem and story | used.
Because of copyrights, no one will be able
to charge for the newsletter, of course.
Much copyrighted material was used but no
one restricted us because we gave it freely.
The cost of providing one person with the
Sunshine weekly for a year was $13.00.
When we went to bi-weekly after two years,
that cost dropped to $6.50 per person. We
spent most of $5,000 in those three years.
One should count the cost before deciding
to take this over. | have complete produc-
tion records (themes used, sources used,
etc.) that | will share with the new publisher.

There it is! A work looking for
laborers! Are there any? [y
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. A Song of degrees of a. Local membership control of
G Od Iy U n Ity VS David. Behold, how good money and administration
and how pleasant it is for b. Leadership accountability
. brethren to dwell together ¢. Inclusion of membership in the
WO rl d Iy U n Ity in unity! (Psalms 133:1) decision-making process
God is not talking about 2) The Spirit of the Tower of Babel
by Harry Curley, Altadena, California organizational unity here. He  a. Centralized control ofmoneyand

] is talking about the unity that local leadership
There is dast that God does not comes from within God’s people through b. No effective leadership account-
like (Isa 58:4). There is amffering his spirit. ability
that God does not like (Jer 6:20). Many have said the problem with the c. Ignore the membership while pre-
There is sorrow that God does not WCG was government. That is partially tending to listen

: . rue. A big problem with the WCG was There was an unspoken cry at this
"k‘? (2 Cor 7:10). Could Fhe;e be 4hat unity was being forced upon theconference: “Unity at all costs.” This pro-
unity that God 9'093 not like? membership. That was a worldly type opaganda was not from God. God tells that
Just as there is a Godly sorrow thatnity. That unity was built upon a lie.  we should not be unequally yoked with
works good and a worldly sorrow that  The lie was that a small group,anyone who believes differently (2 Cor
works wickedness (2 Cor 7:10), thergrdained by men, not by the membershif:14). We are not to be surprised when
is a Godly unity that works good and &f the Church of God (God's people),‘members” and “ministers” go different
worldly unity that works evil. were God’s representatives on earth anslays, because they were not part of us (2
The word unity sounds so good andhat they had authority over God’s titheslohn 2:19).
scattering sounds so bad, but what doesd God’s people. There should have been a peaceful
the Bible show us about these words? Exodus 18 was taken out of context t@eparation between the two groups at this
Biblical accounts show us that Satan usgsstify this lie. Deuteronomy 1:13 clearlyconference. Instead there was a spirit of
unity for his own evil ends. shows that the Nation of Israel chose itsompromise for the sake of Worldly
In Genesis, the foundation book of theslders, not Moses. Unity. God is not interested in compro-
Bible, we see that Satan doest want Under this lie a fleshly unity was mise, or Worldly Unity.
people to be scattered. Satan wants peestablished. It was not built on God’s Those who wanted to return to the
ple to be unified under a man. spirit working within the membership, WCG way of doing things, won the day.
And they said, Go to, let us build but imposed upon the membership by alt did not seem to matter that the WCG
us a city and a tower, whose top [may immature ministry more interested in thevay of doing things ended in disaster.
reach] unto heaven; and let us make Corporate welfare than the welfare of The end of this age will see the biggest

us a name, lest we be scattered God's People. This unity had a certaireffort to unify everyone under one church.
abroad upon the face of the whole appeal to the flesh, provided you were ndgod’s people will be martyred. Not
earth (Gen 11:4). stepped upon unjustly by it. because they will have done anything

The first scattering was caused by For many, it was an easy unity. Don’twrong, but because they resist this unity.
God (Genesis 11:8). Satan wants Godthink, just trust in men and do what you Could there be a Unity that God
people to be unified under a man or aare told. The fifth commandment hadloes not like? Yes!!!

organization. That way he can use thbeen replaced with: Paul says we should not allow our-
leaders who he can deceive to deceive Exodus 20:1Hierarchical transla- selves to be put under this worldly
God’s people. tion: “ Honor thy Pastor and the Ministry:bondage (2 Cor 11:20).

On the other hand, we see that Gothat thy days may be long in the Church  For ye suffer, if a man bring you into
has allowed his people to be scattered f@orporation which the LORD thy God bondage, if a man devour [you], if a man

a good purpose. In Acts 8, His peopléath put over thee.” take [of you], if a man exalt himself, if a
were scattered to preach the Gospel all That was a bunch of B.S. (Babylonian man smite you on the face (2Cor 11:20).
over the known world. Stupidity). Unity to a man or an organization can

In the New Testament, we only see An Example of Godly Unity: be anidol. We should seek out teachers of
the word “unity” used twice. Once inPentecost 1995 was an example of Godlgod’s Word who do not have private
Ephesians 4:3 “unity of the Spirit” andUnity. Over 12,000 members came out cigendas. We should fellowship with
4:13 “unity of the faith.” There is no a Church of “God” that had abandonedhose who are like minded and not com-
mention of being united under a man ood’s law to worship with a group thatpromise for the sake of Unity.

an organization. offered hope. This was not caused by So why has God let things happen as
The difference between Godly Unityman, but by God’s spirit working within they have happened?
and Worldly Unity is the source of theGod's people. It is my opinion that God is hardening

Unity. If it is from God’s spirit working An Example of Worldly Unity: the hearts of many church leaders to

within a person, then the unity is good. IfThere was a conference six months latetestroy the organized ministry as we

it is from unity imposed by a man or arwhere a small group orchestrated thknow it. As a group, they have failed

organization it is bad. Even if that organievents. Those led by God’s spirit werésod’s people too many times.

zation calls itself the Church of God.  silenced by a group of men with private My disgust for these hireling opera-
God wants us to be fr