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What Has Happened To U8

not believe their new doctrines, and because peagde
believetheir new doctrines. As local WCG congregations go
to Sunday, Easter and Christmas worship, those convicted of

Most larger WCG splinter groups set out to do the san8abbath-worship are finding alternatives. Those who have
kind of “work” as the WCG: big-budget TV, radio, magazinesaccepted the entire slate of essentially liberal Protestant doc-
etc. (plus the Internet and other improvements). But it is thesime can find almost no reason to drive a long distance to a
largest groups that seem to be furthest away from fulffillingierarchical WCG congregation; many are deciding to attend

their stated mission. They claim to be the main or only group

fanother, friendlier Protestant church nearer to

preaching the Gospel to the world, but at best, they are res ~ ] where they live.

ing only a few thousand people each month. (Wher-
some of the smaller groups with limited mission st~
ments are actually fulfilling them.) ,/‘:
This article cannot possibly cover all of t'(" e
important recent events in the major WCG splir /* ¢
groups. But we will attempt to accurately co* /
enough events to help everyamaerstand the
overview of what these groups are doing ar
how the Eternal is working with them now. 7
During the past few months, significant eve | g
have taken place in all of the major “Churcl "".t ,f_/
God” groups. A F
The Worldwide Church of God .
The Worldwide Church of God continuesg:l

shrink drastically—from both sides! They are
ing both members and money because petipl ,

Does the Eternal 4=
Have to Use U0 %
Preach His Final Messag@

RRJ The WCG appears already to
- be mired in the biggest prob-
- & lem most other Protestants
"\k face: getting members to
-‘x_\\commit to doinganything
more than showing up
c once per week. One
% local WCG congrega-
".,Gr tion gave a survey to its
f—_] members regarding
-1 when they would like to
%/\worship (Saturday or

' ’:E ‘%1 Sunday) and when they
Y !'&/ would like to have a Bible
¥ 4 J*f? ¢ study. Less than half of
. h 3. . the members returned the
LD K™ Continued on page 21

themselves scattered among
hundreds of organizations,

ki

i - o
< f Cﬂ.#’ many wondering if their group will even preach

S

effectively to anyone. Nearly every leader who is honest
admits that it would take a miracle from God for their group
to ever come close to half of the media power of the WCG in
the late 1980’s.

And the miracles are not happening.

For decades, most Worldwide Church or God members Anyone who has studied Sabbatarian history realizes that
thought they would be memberstbé one organizatiorthat these groups came and went—they would sometimes learn

would preach the “last warning” message to the whole worff}d grow and teach effectively, then laxness, self ri
and then the end would come. But now, these people ferHsness, internal politics and error would destroy t

ht-

It seems that the Worldwide Church of G

Also In This Issue:
2 Truckers’ Bible Study

3 Shelter in the Word

4 What Can One Person Do?
5 Local Congregation News
8 Feast of Tabernacles Sites

10 Six Reasons Why | Don’t
Eat Unclean Meats

11 Pentecost: Utilizing the
Holy Spirit: River or Well?

12 Letters & Responses
26 CoG (Hulme) Startup Letter

breakup is little different than much
the rest of Sabbatarian history.
Has anyone ever asked th
guestion: Does the Eternal
have to use the former
WCG members to
preach the Gospel to
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Trucker’s
Bible Study

Ser rants’

NEWS

Oak Grove, Missouri

The Trucker’'s Bible Study originated with my father-in-law, Arlg
Gieselman. He noticed a new truck stop in Oak Grove, Missouri, visited
manager, and the manager agreed to make the trucker’s lounge availab
Bible Studies on Sunday morning. Arlo asked me to help out with this p
ject, and | have been honored to do so, and since then others in our co
gation have indicated an interest in participating.

It is not all that unusual for truck stops to have a ministry for truckers w
are passing through. In fact, truck stop managers generally want what
truckers want, and if there is a need or desire for this type of thing, they
quite willing to oblige.

We did not feel it appropriate to have a mini-church service, as do sd
truck stop ministries. We're Sabbath-keepers, and a Sunday morning wor
service doesn't feel right. Even more important, our purpose is to promo
greater understanding of God'’s word, and an interactive Bible study is a
ter format for this.

We have received many positive comments on this approach. People
have an interest in God's word want to share their understanding, and are
not content to sit and be spoon fed. Rather than having a curriculum or le
plans, sometimes we begin by reading a few scriptures and asking for ¢
ments. Often, this is enough to get an hour-long discussion going. Somet
we just go around the table and ask if anyone has questions. Usually it's g
to have a short topic planned because it is impossible to know whether sq
one is new or old to the study of the scriptures.

These methods allow for a free flow of ideas and open up interest
opportunities relative to true Biblical doctrine. What did Jesus mean when
said, “The meek shall inherit the earth”? Why do we pray “Thy kingdg
come” instead of “when we go to Thy Kingdom”?

The studies have allowed us to touch people where they are. One ge
man who is just beginning his search for God told us about his little brot
who died at two weeks old, and that he still thinks about him all the time. T
opened up the opportunity to talk to him about the resurrections, and hoy
will see his brother again. Perhaps he could be the one to teach the child :
the truth of God!t is difficult to describe how rewarding it is to connect
with people on this level, and in most instances it is more effective than
scoring points in doctrinal debate.

So why are we doing this? It is not going to build our local congregati
so what's the point? Our purpose is not to convert people. Rather it is to
people in their search for God and their walk with Christ. If we can plan
few seeds here and there, then we know that at least some of it can take
andGod will give the increaseAs Paul said: “| planted, Apollos watered, bu
God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor thg
who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth” (1Cor 3:6-7).

We are planting seeds, and we are watering seeds. Who knows what
happen somewhere down the interstate? If the word of God is planted
have His promise that something will happen. Isaiah wrote it: “So shall
word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but
shall accomplish what | please, and it shall prosper in the thing for whig
sent it” (Isa 55:11).

If you would like more information or some tips on organizing your ow
Trucker’s Bible Study, please feel free to contact me. For updates on our
est studies, check out our web site: http://home.swbell.net/shemp/kccog.h

—Leonard Cacchio, 705 NE Bryant Drive, Lee’s Summit, MO 6408

Vol. 4, No. 2

e-mail: e-mail at lcacchio@unicom.net.

Mar/Apr 1998

Servants’ News is a ministry to help others under-
stand the Creator’s will, obey Him, and teach others. We
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through people today. Our focus is to help the Sabbath-
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Shelter in the Word &=

Shelter in the Words a new maga- editors will make every effort to be st Tholp Wable (
zine designed for people with nathat articlesdo not assumethat the | gubadbiu
“Church of God” background. It isreader has any knowledge of “Chur | - |
being produced by th8ervants’ News of God” groups, their theology ai |
staff. The first issue is included withtheir problems. The publication U | iy
this issue ofServants' Newsand will aimed at people with interest in t | R | 4 NS | P\ N
continue to be included until it makesBible. As Paul was a Jew to the Je i §§*
economic sense for it to be mailed se@nd a Greek to the Greeks, we wan. wy: . gy " L
arately.Shelter in the Wordiill be pro- be a Judaeo-Christian Truth Seekerv\%Jtlon to “dress up’ the magazine if

by

duced every other month. Its purpose ithe Judaeo-Christian Truth Seekers. o:d tthI\({olltj Vggﬂllg Slzlcl:)e si?rir:]e%nerz]iég
to assist in individual spiritual realize that a religious publication ofy: 4. With a clear plastic front, or have
growth. It is designed to help its read-this nature is not going to appeal t copied on to nicer or colored1 paper
ers learn to study the Bible (on theieveryone. The Eternal will certainly On the other hand. if someone Ios.es
own or with others) and to establish avork through others to attract the busiz i est in the magazi,ne you will obvi-
lasting relationship with the Eternal. nessmen, the highly educated, the ath Usly not keep copying :;md giving it to
The magazine will encourage peoists, and others who may be unintere hem. (But if we mailed it directly, we
ple to study the Bible, to do what ited in religion. Would have no way to know when' they
says, and to talk about it with others. lost interest.)
Christ often healed people first, then Share With Others We realiie that you may find some
taught them truthShelter in the Word  There will be no cost to the maga- eople who are interested Shelter in
will attempt to serve people first—zine, and no advertising. The magazin e Wordbut it is not practical for you
answer questions that they have, anglill be on loose-leaf, 8.5x11 white,[0 hand 'Ehem each issue. We have no
show them that the Bible can helpaper. This makes it simple to produceobjection to you mailing fhem a copy
them. It will expose the errors of someimple to mail, simple to copy and sim—yourself but it does cost less for us to
popular Christian doctrines, but theple to study. It is hoped that a circula—m(,jlss_m’ail it. We will give a subscrip-
method will be “let us help you under-tion will be created by Sabbatarian%on to Sheltér in the Wordo anyone
stand a common mistake”S. This genmaking them available to people whomWho writes or calls in for ithemselves
tler approach avoids the in-your-facethey know might be interested. We d e will give a subscription if someone
“I told you so method.” (Sometimes anot have resources to mail tens of thoqa—Ise writes or calls and tells us that a
Sabbatarian attacks others for keepingands of copies. Nor do we have thﬁ]ird party has specifically asked to
pagan holidays that these others thintesources of answering numerous telc?— ceive it. At this time. we would rather
are in the Bible, rather than letting thenphone calls and letters. We hope th ot accebt requests {0 send the maga-
discover it in the Bible for themselves) Sabbatarians using this magazine as 3fhe to others who haveot requested
Some Servants’ Newseaders will evangelism tool will try to give eachit We would rather that you find out
probably think thaShelter in the Word issue to their friends personally, and as'!f]at they really want it, first. If you
is “not strong enough.” They may everif they have questions. This is the samgik somebody might ’be iﬁterested
object to our treatingShelter readers kind of concern that the early disciple end them a copy yourself, and asi<
like they have a relationship with thehad for others who asked about “th em to contact us for a subs’cription
Eternal. These same people may eveway.” '
say “unbaptized people don't know
enough truth to have a relationship with Sending to People
God.” We would like to point out that Who Really Want it
Jesus spent nearly his entire ministry Today, office stores and copy store;
talking to people who did not have theean quickly make good quality copie
Holy Spirit, yet he taught them thatof two-sided paper. Some charge as li
they could pray, and that their prayertle as 4 cents for both side of a pag
would be heard. We intend to produce &his means one issue 8helter in the
variety of additional booklets to teachWord can be copied for about 50, clude a page of your own with it
the deeper truths. We realize that theents—$1 at more expensive stores. irecting inquiries to yourself. First of
Eternal has to open people’s mindscosts us about 25 cents to print a co:zl this will show you how éffective

You Can Have a Part

We do not have an objection to peo-
le placing ad$or Shelter in the Word

other publicationsbut please give
our own address and/or phone number
s a contact point. If you leave copies

the magazine in waiting rooms or
other public places, we ask that you

Shelter in the Wordan be there to helpand 25 cents to mail it. So the total co our work is. If you get several requests
teach those minds, but it cannot forcéor you to copy an issue is somewher ; subscripﬁons it may not be practi-
its way in there. between the same as our cost and twit&gl to deliver thém personally. Please
Non-Denominational ggnrg?cgbr:{gge\zah;hne \;/?)Itljj ecoggge gr? vait a few days until you think most of
i , ) o her re in, an nd them
Shelter in the Wordiill not promote deliver the publication) cannot be e requests are in, and send them to us

S L : all at once. We also recommend th
membership in any organization. Theinderestimated. Also, you have th§/ouatkge;e trac?ka;‘O theeconameesd ;n%t

Mar/Apr 1998 =0—o—4&Y+——"7"-»+--—-—”-»-»»———————————— Page 3
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addresses yourself. You may wi
to organize a Bible study (even

in-home one) and invite thege

people in the future.

Shelter in the Wori intended
to be one of many tools for use
local evangelism. It is designe
for use by someelievers to reac
someother people. No one shou

. What Can One Person Do?

We print this report as an example of what one person has done as a personal
. ministry—in addition to their full-time job. Your skills are probably different
'dthan Alan Ruth’s. It is good that the body has many members to function.
N

d This is the 1997 year end report forequests and sent out literature to U.S. and

ever think that this is the one wayBarnabas Ministries, a service organizatioseveral foreign addresses.

to teach new people. For sor
people, it may not be helpful
all. Even for those that it helps,

cannot make up for personal cgn
tact, Bible study, and in-depth li}-

erature. There are many oth

good resources that can fulf

other specific needs.
Comments onShelter in the

ededicated to encouraging communication, Total contributions for the year were
Lt cooperation, caring and Christian growtl$2113.00. This figure consisted primarily
itin the churches of God. We additionallyof offerings by individuals and donations
have the goal of preaching the gospel to asceived for creating and maintaining sec-
many people as we can reach. The majtons of our World Wide Web site for other
ef@ccomplishments for Barnabas Ministrieservice organizations. Our expenses for the
| for 1997 are as follows: year were $3211.53. Expenses were for
1) Bible Study Internet Web site: Internet access, fees paid for Web site host-
Our World Wide Web site at addressng, travel costs, office supplies, copying

Word and article submissions arehttp://www.biblestudy.org has seen costs, postage and miscellaneous.

welcome. For either a samp
copy or free subscription, plea
write to: Shelter in the Word?O
Box 220, Charlotte, Michigan,
48813. Telephone: 517-543-554
fax: 517-543-8899, e-mail: she
ter@youall.com. R

je€ncouraging growth for the year. The site Lastly, please let us know of any

LeNow contains more than 150 articles by amprovements we can make to our Web
least 50 different authors from a variety ofite =~ when  you visit it at
Church of God organizations, fellowshipsttp://www.biblestudy.org. Also, if you

4and service groups. Conservatively, thedenow of well written articles for possible

. have been more th&0,000 visits to the inclusion to the Web site, please Email us
Web site this year.In 1997 we moved or send the article to the address below.
our Web files to a better computer systenT,hank you.

Standing for Truth Can
Be Risky Business.

When William Penn was 17,

he was expelled from Oxfor|
University for daring to criticize
certain Church of England rituals
On a cold winter day in 1668, 2
year old William Penn paced ba
& forth in a cramped chamber
the famous prison, Tower d
London. What for you may ask
Arrested for blasphemy after pu
lishing a pamphlet that question
the doctrine of the trinity.

The Bishop of London ha
decreed that if Penn didn't rece
publicly he would remain impris

oned for the rest of his lifd.

Penn's reply was unequivocal:
“My prison shall be my grav

before I will budge a jot, for | ow

my conscience to no mortal mar

redesigned our “home page” and added a —Alan Ruth, Founder/Webmaster:
program allowing visitors to search artiBarnabas Ministries, PO Box 310208,
cles on the site based on any topic. Detroit, MI. 48231, USA; Email:
2) Visiting Fellowships: We had the Aruth88521@aol.com
opportunity to visit more than 20 different
d Church of God organizations, fellowship
and home-based groups in 1997. BarnabSGOOd Sermons Wantedl
.Ministries was also able to visit and speak What are some of youlavorite ser-
4 at the Servant’s News, UCG-Birminghanmons or messages? The sermons that
ckand Christian Educational Ministries feasinspired you, uplifted you or made you
n sites. We also attended a few special Bibteink? The messages that made excellent
f study meetings such as CEM conferencgmints on basic Bible doctrines or that
?in Alabama and lllinois, Sabbath Camperexplained difficult scriptures and complex
D-Fellowship  study weekends, UCG-eliefs in an easy-to-understand way?
bdBirmingham Pentecost weekend and thé/hat are your favorite messages? The
“In the Footsteps of the Messiah” conferBible Study site atvww.biblestudy.org
0 ence in Oklahoma. wants to share them!
nt 3) Wrote Internet and Computer The Bible Study Web site wants to put
- Guide with sections on tips for buying asome of thebest sermons and messages
computer and help regarding getting ontgiven in the Church of God on the Internet.
and using the Internet. The world needs to hear the truth of the
4) Wrote article reaffirming the Bible. This project cannot flourish, howev-
e validity of the New Testamentbased on er, without your help. Let me know about
”.a person’s personal relationship with Gothe good messages you've heard, who

a)

Fortunately William Penn digl and Jesus Christ. This was written iigave the message, and who can be contact-

not have to live out the rest of h
life in prison. He did much to prg
mote religious toleration i
England and founded the colo
of Pennsylvania, also noted for
religious toleration.
—submitted by Robert Pint

isresponse to a heresy which stated that tked for permission to put the sermon on the

- New Testament and Christianity is of thénternet. If you can send a copy of the

n Devil. taped message, please do so!

ny  5)In 1997, we had variousiiscella- Send suggestions and tapes to:

tsneousaccomplishments such as the creBarnabas Ministries, PO Box 310208,
ation of a business card size, easily reaBetroit, MIl. 48231, USA or Email:

D able Holy Day calendar. We also receiveiebmaster@biblestudy.org. &
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News from

i 5} JOCﬂl. ’J
7 Congregations =&

i i ] Edwards are planning to join us at thigittle Chute, Wisconsin 54140.
SN Edltﬂl’ n Kansas clty campout. Cost All sessions are free of charge
You are invited to share a special Camping prices per site for eactand open to the public. No collections
Sabbath weekendune 5-7 in Kansas night at the August campout are: Fullill be taken.
City. Friday night, an informal get- Hookup: $18. Primitive: $17. “Pull  Notes Reservations preferred, due
together will be held at one of the memthru”: $20. One-day visitor’s pass: $2. to space; lunch will be provided.
bers’ homesSabbath serviceswill be You may make reservations for the Conference Coordinator Gary
at 2 PM. The subject will b&éeaching August campout at this time by conlesperance (920) 739-1911 or 1992;
the Word to Otherand the speaker will tacting: Norm Wilcox, Gateway ParkFax (920) 739-9325.
be NormanEdwards Questions and Campground manager, at 517-437- Sponsor Church Counsel of
comments will be welcomed. A potluck7005, 4111 W Hallet, Hillsdale, MI Wisconsin.
meal will follow (about 4PM). On 49242. Be sure to mention you are with
Sunday, a picnic and outdoor studythe Sabbath Campers Fellowship. i
will be held, weather permitting. For all who would like to be there sevemh nay AdventlSt
For details, contact Rex Jamersorfpr the fellowship, but prefer motel i
913-262-6009 or Rick Frazee, 816beds to tents and sleeping bags, therceonference to Hear JOhn Mﬂ'l‘ltt
461-3252. are numerous motels within a few min- The Proclaiming the Sabbath More
utes drive of each of these campingully conference will be held May 29-
1 facilities. For further information, con-31, 1998, at the Lake Region
sahhath Gampel‘s PEllDWShlp tact Richard Fox 1-800-228-2473. Conference  Campground (Camp

The Sabbath Campers Fellowship is Wagner) in Cassopolis, Michigan. For

i i : i thilids informatio ttending th li ,
e 5.7 at the Holday Rest  hoaling Responsibilites TS 8O0 ) Geesba7 oxt
Campground iMillersville, Tennessee confereme 150 (work) or 847-785-0315 (home) or
just north of Nashville.The campground check web-site: www.arkansaw.com.

is about 12 miles north of Nashville, just Thepurpose of the conferencés to  Cabins, RV hook-ups and food are avail-
a mile or so off of I-65. Jim Rector, andoring together knowledgeable lecturerable atveryreasonable rates.
George and Pam Dewey will be joiningvho can present the subject of health Servants’ Newseaders may not be
us for this first campout. We expect thag@nd healing from two viewpoints: theas interested in attending this confer-
they will have words of encouragemenehurch’s and healthy lifestyle advocate’®nce as they ai@ knowing why it is
and exhortation for all of us. There willviewpoint. Perspectives will includebeing held.It is sponsored by a “grass-
probably be a Bible Study on Fridayevangelical, Pentecostal, non-denominaeots” movement within the Seventh
evening. If you have ever been to one dfonal, and natural health practitioners. Day Adventist Church that are con-
these campouts then you know the infor- Another purposeis to find the pri- cerned about a lack of diligence at the
mal way that things seem to happen. Th®ary agency of responsibility. Is it thehigh levels in their own organization. It
weekend will feature music, Bible Studyindividual, the church, the medicalis also interesting to note that this group
and much Christian Fellowship. community, or the federal or local gov -
For directions, details, information,ernment? What are the responsibilitie Are some of the eve:nts n
reservations and such, please calif each agency? Questions will b your area every bit as

Sabbath ~ Campers coordinator taken after each session. important as these?
Richard Fox at 1-800-228-2473. Moderator: Kenneth Bozeman,
elder from the Church of God. Yes! Please help us by sending in

August 21-23:at the Gateway Park  Lecturers: James Van Eps, Active| brief stories from your local area.|If
Campground inHillsdale, Michigan, Living Fellowship; Dr. Timothy J. |lyou think you can’t write, do ngt
near the Indiana border in MichiganOurada, Chiropractic and Natural Healt| worry, we can improve a story as lgng
This is the same facility the SCF usedractitioner; Thomas Hauri, Tucson’jas it contains the essential facts. [We
for two campouts last summer. Thé’rayer House; John Purvins, God’|prefer items via e-mail, but we gre
campground has a nice meeting hall, @hurch in Appleton, Green Bay area. |lalso quite willing to work with ite
swimming beach, playground, andw When: Saturday, May 16, 1998,|on floppy disk, type-written or evén
this year. a swimming pool. The for- 9:00 am to 4:15 pm. hand-written. See page 2 for informa-
mat will be the same as the June cam- Where: Little Chute Library and |tion on how to send your news to (is.
pout. Ray Wooten and NormanCommunity Center, 625 Grand Avenus
Mar/Apr 1998 ———ooo - Page5
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has Holy Day dates posted on their web Christian Educational Ministries, plug are rarely ever loud enough for a
site (mainstream SDAs do not keep thBeO Box 560, Whitehouse, Texadarger group.) It is hoped that this dial-in

Holy Days). 75791, 903-509-2999 (fax: 903-509service will not encourage people to stay
Most SDA members may have forgot1139), e-mail: cem@ballistic.com. home, but to meet with others and dis-
ten, but their organization was challenged cuss what they have learned. It can be an
before on this core belief. In the 1980's an ideal supplement to home fellowships
SDA minister, Robert Brinsmead, became Penteco“ weEkend conference that do not have their own live speakers

enamored with Martin Luther’s writings  May 29-31, 1998 at Paradise Lakeavailable every Sabbath.
and teamed up with an evangelicaBushkill, Pa. Cost: $76 per person from
Lutheran scholar by the name of PaxtoRriday thru Sunday including all meals 1 i
and conducted seminars near SDA hosf$59 per person Saturday and Sundayﬂam tﬂ Wlﬂ BPUadGaSt Ylﬂlds
tals and colleges that attracted many SDificluding all meals. $20 per person for unexpected Result
members. Eventually they stopped keefsaturday meals with no stay over.
ing the Sabbath altogether and abandon&tildren under 10 get 25% off. Speakers Sponsoring the CEM program
the SDA church. include: Ray Wooten: UCG Alabama;“Born to Win” has produced more fruit
The arguments that Brinsmead raisedim Rector: Cornerstone Ministries; Dorthan expected by our small congrega-
were some of the same ones that tHesposito: CoG New Jersey. For reservdion here in Charleston, WV. The
Worldwide Church of God faced only ations please call Don Esposito at 610church of God—Southern WV and a
few years agoJohn Merritt, former  863-3323. Please try to make your resefew co-sponsors started airing the pro-
Board member of Ambassador College vations as soon as possible. gram on January 2nd, 1998, on a 50,000
and founder of Friends of the Sabbath,—Don Esposito, Church of God Newwatt station in Huntington, WV. Having
was invited to speak on an otherwise Jersey, PO Box 424, Iselin NJ 08830eceived a response to the program by
exclusively-SDA slate. He will be able to the second airing, our group’s expecta-
show first-hand how these changes ca . tions of produced fruit was shortly to be
be brought into an organization from theIPPeach Gospel' Run Local Ads dwarfed by the reality of tangible fruit,
inside as well as the outside. Looking for an idea? Here's one:and no longer mere expectations.
Carolyn Landgrebe is spreading the Exactly one month later, on February
1ati Gospel by running ads in her local shop2, 1998, Larry Watkins of CEM contact-
chmtlan Renewal Gonterences ping guide. In the Classified Ad sectiored our Charleston congregation with
Sponsored by Christian Educationabf Community Times of Plymouth- news that a group of about 50 Sabbath
Ministries (CEM): Knox, Indiana, a free booklet about thé&eepers had just contacted CEM and
Lexington, Kentucky, June 19-20, Kingdom of God is advertised. Readerwanted to make contact with the spon-
1998. For more information, call Jamesnay call or write for the booklet. In thissoring congregation. This group of
or Jeannette Hicks at 606-266-8641 way, spreading the Word is affordable. Sabbath keepers have been within 30
Chicago, lllinois, July 24-25, 1998. minutes’ drive of our meeting hall, even
For more information, call Mike or ¥ : through our times in the Worldwide
Maureen Linacre at 773-288-5650 Phﬂne HUUk up tU Rector sewme Church of God and the United Church of
Anyone interested in hearing JimGod, bUthﬁ ntlever knew it. Thec)j/ were
Rector’s Sabbath Service may do so oaware of the larger COG’s and even
summﬂ' camp PUP Teenagers the second Sabbathin each m{mth (if received some of their literature, but

Place: Wagoner, Oklahoma the Eternal be willing). The time isnever became members of any group
Date: July 12-17, 1998 4PM Eastern Time (3PM Central, 2PMand chose to remain independent.
Sponsor: CEM Mountain and 1PM Pacific Time). The On February 2nd, calls were

Summer camp is going to be held iprocedure is simply to didl-800-886- exchanged between both groups’
cooperation with various independen1509.When the operator requests youspokespersons, and visits to services by
Churches of God and will be open to alPIN number, pust2663 The operator representatives of both groups occurred
teens who have reached their 13th birthhen will ask the name of your conferwithin the next two weeks. While both
day by the time camp ends and whence. Tell her it is theMonica groups have differing worship services
have not yet reached their 19th birthday.ockwood conferenceYou can join us in place, each accept this difference and
It is open to all teens, regardless of theanytime and hang up anytime. This is are enjoying the fellowship, worship
church affiliation and will foster a spirit great improvement on our old methodnd free flowing exchange of ideas. As
of cooperation and love for alll. that required you to have 3-way callingPne of our members here said, “I think

We have volunteers from around thand remain hooked up for the entirave can learn something from these peo-
country and we hope to add some negervice. ple” The first thing we've learned
activities this year. We will also have This service is intended for individu-“about” these people is that by the
most of the activities from prior years,als as well as home fellowships. A goodruits they have displayed, they are
including the always-popular canoe trigquality speaker phone can easily makiguly of the Body of Christ and our
down the Illinois River, as well as vol-the phone transmission loud enough fdirethren.
leyball, basketball, softball, swimming,a room full of people to hear it. (Speaker —George Hampton
group initiatives, and more. phones that do not have an AC-power [When | worked for the Global
Pagep e —7o—-202o-./——ooDo D0 ——— Mar/Apr 1998



SERVANTS NEWS

Church of God, other groups of inde- Public Relations, to the school’s academic, social and
pendent Sabbath keepers were pleasant- Orange County Fellowship of Godspiritual programs and comply with the
ly surprised to discover the GCG's [For information on hearing or school's standards and policies.
broadcast or literature. Unfortunately, sponsoringBorn to Winin your area, A Spring Vale Academy bulletin for
nearly all of these relationships came t@ontact  Christian Educational 1998-1999 and application form is
an end when the group found out thatlinistries (CEM)at 903-509-2999 or available upon requesipplications

the only way the GCG could have amem@ballistic.com —NSE]for Fall 1998 need to be submitted
on-going relationship was to put them before July 15, 1998

under their hierarchy and to expect . 1 1 Spring Vale Academy, 4150 S. M-
them to tithe to GCG headquarters. One sabbath keepmg ngh schMl 52, Owosso, MI 48867, Phone 517-

would hope that the hierarchies would For 50 years now, Spring Vale725-2391, Fax 517 729-6408.
learn that if the Eternal can bring peo-Academy in Owosso, Michigan, has

ple to that level of truth without a hier-been committed to providing a solid, i i
archy, than He can continue to guidevell-rounded education in a Christian sabhath n St Louls
them on to the Kingdom. —NSEEnvironment. Spring Vale is affiliated | had an interesting Sabbath visit to

with the Church of God Seventh Day St. Louis, March 28. The Church of
1 Denver, Colorado. The entire staff realGod Sabbatarian hosted an appearance
B”ﬂ tﬂ Wlﬂ on Shm'twave izes their God-given responsibility toby Ronald Dart, preceded by a musical
The Orange County Fellowship ofcare for the students, and recognizeoncert by the Crystal River Trio, a
God, an independent voluntary associdheir influential role in shaping the char-gospel music group from Oklahoma.
tion in the Church of God tradition, isacter of each. Their earnest desire is fbthe group consists of Charles Pope, an
pleased and excited to make the followkave a significant impact—academicalelder in the Fellowship Church of God,
ing media announcements. ly, socially and, most importantly, spiri-Midwest City, OK, and Roy and
In conjunction with Christian tually—on each and every young perbebbie Nikkel, who are Baptists and
Educational Ministries and Ronaldson who spends time on the Spring Vallengtime friends of the Popes. Their
Dart, we will be sponsoring the follow-campus. selections, some original compositions,
ing weekly broadcasts of the cutting- The Bible is fundamentally impor- were often lively in the southern gospel
edgeBorn to Win'radio program on the tant to all that transpires at Spring Valetradition but were all Christ-centered.
following channels: It provides the best light for life in this  Mr. Dart's message touched some-
WWCR—World Wide Christian world and the only hope for life in thewhat on the recent tragedy in Jonesboro,
Radb, Nashville. This is a total Global-eternal world to come. The teachings ofrkansas, and how Hosea, chapter four,
Covering Shortwave broadcaster ahe Bible, especially the gospel mesapplies to our society today. There were
12.160 MHz. 11:30 AM Central sage of salvation through Jesus Chrishumerous visitors from central lllinois,
Standard Time , Saturday Mornings. are held in the highest regard. lowa, and the Kansas City area.
KBRT—740 AM, a 10,000 watt  Spring Vale is committed to provid- Among those present were Bill and
station broadcasting from Catalinang the best possible education for eacBcarlett Stough, frequent contributors
Island in Southern California. This sig-student. A low student/staff ratio allowsto The Journal.The previous evening,
nal reaches from Santa Barbarfor individualized attention that canBill interviewed Mr. Dart for an
California to nearly 100 miles south ofhelp maximize the talents of each stwapcoming article. All in all, it was a
the Mexican Border and Inland throughdent and prepare them for college. Aleasant, warm spring Sabbath day.
the Los Angeles, Orange and Sawide variety of extra-curricular activi- —Larry Evans
Diego County areas out to Arizonaties and programs allow for social and
Program time is 9:30 AM, Sundaypersonal development. Formal and i _maji
Mornings. informal, scheduled and unscheduledLOSt Ten Tl‘lbes Emall Gl'oup
KPRO—1570 AM. Final negotia- times of Bible study, worship and You are invited to participate in the
tions are in progress for a weekly propraise provide a climate for spiritualLost Tribes listserver. This listserver (e-
gram on either Saturdays 10:30 AM ogrowth. With many staff members liv-mail discussion group) has been set up
Sundays 2:30 PM. This is a 5000 wating on campus, a family atmospheréor the discussion of the Lost Ten
broadcaster that serves the “inlandnd learning environment continu€lribes of Israel and the reunion of the
Empire”. Areas covered will include after school hours. two houses of Israel from a serious
San Bernardino, Riverside, Victorville, The staff of Spring Vale Academy isJewish perspective in light of the
Moreno Valley, Corona, Temecula andcommitted to doing its utmost to equipresearch and writings of John Hulley,
Palm Springs. students for life in the last decade of thdames Tabor, David Horowitz, Yair
The Orange County Fellowship oftwentieth century—and for life eternal.Davidy and others.
God Outreach Group is a volunteer Spring Vale Academy accepts stu- To subscribe, send an e-mail to
group of highly-motivated Christiandents who have satisfactorigpmplet- majordomo@nazarene.net with the
individuals dedicated to individualed the eighth gradeor one or more word “subscribe losttribes” on the first
Christian growth and to preaching theears of high school, who have a higtine (not the subject). Hope to see you
Gospel to all the world. regard for Christian moral values, andhere.
—Bill Lussenheide, who are willing to commit themselves —James Trimmd
Mar/Apr 1998 0————— b - ———————————  Page 7



1998 Feast of Tabernacles Sites

These Feast Sites are in addition tonountains above San Bernadino but lountain House, located in the west
the ones covered in the Jan/Felso secluded and peaceful, it seems to kad of the Resort. Restaurants and con-
Servants’ Newsssue—back issues arehundreds of miles from civilization. In dominiums are available within walking
available from Servants’ News. Theeality it is only a little over one hourdistance of the Mountain House.
Edwards, Deweys and some of the othéom Los Angeles, Orange County and.odging prices near the Mountain
SN staff will be attending the Feast inPalm Springs. From the Ontario, CAHouse begin at $89 per night for a one-
Gatlinburg, Tennessee this yearairportitis about 30 minutes drive.  bedroom studio. Two- and three-bed-
Detailed information is available from  Great golf, shopping, and otheroom units are also available near the
Servants’ Newssee back cover. Unlessattractions such as Disneyland antlountain House and in other parts of
otherwise noted, the Feast is fronKnotts Berry Farm are easy driving disthe resort at substantially discounted

October 5-12. Most will have the firsttance.

service on Sunday night, Oct 4.

Southern California Peast Site

prices.

The *“all-inclusive” resort has the The use of the Mountain House is
comforts of a hotel or bungalows withcontingent upon 35 rooms being booked
the relaxed atmosphere of a resorfor the Feast. Before agreeing to this
There are two elegant dining roomsterm, UCG Birmingham needs to assess

The Church of God Southerngood food, an Olympic-size swimmingwhether there is sufficient interest.
California has made arrangements for jaool that is heated with hot spring wateAlso, knowing how many will come
new festival site at the Arrowheadand can be up to 100 degrees even will help them better plan activities.
Springs Conference Center located owinter. There are tennis courts, basket- If you plan to attend in Keystone
1800 acres of spacious, manicurelall courts, sand volleyball, hikingthis fall, please call 888-985-9066
lawns, ponds, cool streams and bublirails, ping-pong, shuffleboard, horse{free) to preregister before June 1,
bling mineral springs that are combineghoes, and a recreation room with foos£998. You will be asked for your name,

with natural wild life that reflect the ball and games.
majesty of the surrounding mountains

address, and the number of people
In addition to Church Services fea-attending in your party. Although there

as well as the beauty of the valleyuring speakers such as Dr. Davids no deposit requested, we ask that only

below.

Antion, there will be planned activitiespersons seriously interested in attending

Arrowhead Springs is located in theat the Center such as a swimming parin Keystone call to pre-register.

Friendly, Open
Feast Sites!

to an organization or not (though tk
probably will not invite you to speak
and may not have any interact
Bible studies.) Call for details or
information brochure:

Church of God International sites
include: Panama City Beach, FL; Land
Between The Lakes, KY; Wagoner, OK;
Ballina, NSW, Australia; Ocho Rios,
Jamaica; and Manila & Naga City,
Philippines. For any site, call 903-825-
2525 or write PO Box 2530, Tyler, TX
75710.

Church of God Outreach
Ministries sites and contact informa-
tion: Australia; Alan Kendall, 011-
6149-912525; Canada: to be
announced, call 800-611-8080 for
update; England: James McBride, 011-
44-1526-860508; Daytona Beach, FL:
Manuel Rojas, 904-673-8324;
Nashville, TN: Paul Bell, 615-896-
9365; San Antonio, TX 800-797-1234;
Sun River, OR: Jeff Henderson, 415-
726-3005.
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These Feast sites will welcome
you regardless of whether you belgn

ey

. UGN also in KeyStone Colorado

and picnic, movie night in their theater, After June 1, UCG Birmingham will
scheduled hikes and other afternoooontact by mail those who have pre-reg-
socials and get-togethers. istered to provide more information.
For more information write to: (Those planning to attend the Feast in
Church of God, Southern California PGGatlinburg_donot need to pre-register.)
Efox 50773, Pasadena, CA 91115 or —Daniel Page

isit our web site: www.cogsc.org
—Harry CurleyIntoractive in Sun Valley Idaho

This site will be non-aligned and
consist mostly of interactive services. It

United Christian Ministries (UCM) will be hosted by Adam Miller and his
will help sponsor a second site this fallaughter, Jennifer. The theme is “The
at the Keystone Resort in KeystoneAbundant Life in Christ.” The entire
Colorado. The Resort is 75 miles wedbook of Romans will be read and stud-
of Denver, or 90 miles west of Denveied during the FeasRay Wooten and
International Airport, on |-70. The Norman Edwards will be conducting

Resort is a short drive from the Rock More Feast Sltesl

Mountain National Park and othe
scenic points of interest, such as th If you know of a non-aligned site
Loveland Pass. The Keystone site is |t s not listed here, please let| us
addition to the Gatlinburg, Tennessei;now and we will include it. A thof
site, Wh'ch the UCG will hostfo_rathwd ough list of Feast sites, includipg
consecutive year. The decision Y,nse run by larger organizations ¢an
include a Rocky Mountain site wWagpa found at :
based, in part, on results of a surve http://www.cei.net/~anderson

For more Feast information, e

taken during the Feast last year.
Ray Wooten, a UCG board membg 554 recommentihe Journal, News bf
the Churches of GodCall or write

and pastor of the United Church of Gog
Birmingham, will speak at both sites. |g = N B
The meetings will be held in thd ervants Tewror a free copy.
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interactive Bible Studies via two-waylnstead, we are going to discuss theeceived the Holy Spirit except those
teleconference—you can ask questionstriptures that pertain to the subject. who have truly repented, and turned
The purpose of this Feast is to leave No one should come planning orfrom keeping Sunday and the other
behind church politics, bring a diversityconvincing others of their ideas, bupagan holidays, and to keeping God's
of brethren together, and concentrate aiather with scriptures to back up theSabbath.
spiritual matters. This Feast will not behings they believe. We are there to That the Sabbath is the seventh day
a place to expound upon theories, bugarn together through each other whaif the week to be kept from evening to
simply to obey angvorship God. God has given us in the Bible. We willevening. That God is not a trinity nor
Sun Valley, Idaho, although a little outbe gathering with open minds and &inary, but that Jesus or Yahshua and
of the way, isdefinitely worth the trip. desire to learn. Rates are reasonabilee Father are individual beings, the
Conde Naste traveleand Ski Magazine with one bedroom condos $71.00 &ather being greater than the Son. That
readers rated Sun Valley the #1 resort imght, two bedroom condos $88.75 #@he new covenant requires obedience to
the US.Golf Digestranked their course night and three bedroom condoshe ten commandments, and unless one
#1 in ldaho.Tennis magazine rated it $101.25 a night for an eight night stayenters into the new covenant, he cannot
among the top 50Ski magazinealso plus 9% tax. If you are interested pleas@herit eternal life. That it is by the
rated the resort #1 in lodging facilitiescontact us as soon as possible as the sigfece of God that He gives us the
Sun Valley is a resort village with every-will be limited to about 60 people due tcopportunity to enter into the new

thing in walking distance. (If you travelthe type of feast we are planning. covenant with Him, to have redemp-
by air, you will not need to rent a car.) Upon request we will send you alltion, or forgiveness of sins that were
The resort has fine dining and shopglans and topics available now. under the first covenant. The feast will
and is in a natural setting of 3700 acres —Ron and Debi Wilson be observed Oct. 5-11, the last great
of mountains, ponds, and a lake. Temp- 7807 N. lllinois day on the 12th.
eratures typically range from 67° to 70° Caseyville, IL 62232-2058  If you are interested in attending the
during the day and 40° at night. 618-344-5203, LRNTOG@aol.comfeast at the Land Between the Lakes,
Although the Feast is a spiritual time, with a group who holds these funda-
therewill be fun activities: biking, hik- 1 mental principles, then for more infor-
ing, ice skating, golf, tennis and more.Pull Moon calendar In Oklahoma mation contact Henry Anderson, 58

A picnic and dance are planned, also. = The Walkers are hosting an opeMeadowrue Rd, Russellville Ark.
Room rates range from $64 for & east site on their 20-acre homestead #2801. Phone: 501-968-4546 or e-mail:
room to $139/$159/$179 for 2/3/4-bedthe Ouachitas mountains outsidé-andy@cswnet.com.
room condos. You may contact thd.eFlore, Oklahoma. It will be a primi- —Marg Coulson
resort at 800-786-8259. Camping igive site with several bungalows and tent [This group appears to be a bit spe-
available for about $20 per night, calkites. The bungalows are equipped witbific regarding doctrines which they
208-726-3429. Delta/Skywest can flypropane stoves/ovens and running watevould like those attending to hold. If
you directly into the Sun Valley Airport. There is a central hot shower buildingyou think you might have doctrinal dif-
Other airlines can take you to BoiseThere will be a fishing pond and creekferences with this group, we suggest that
Idaho, where a shuttle is available thay-ride, hiking and lots of animal husyou contact them and make sure that
Sun Valley. If you need additionalbandry activities. They will have openyour beliefs are compatible before
details, or you would like to speak orforum Bible studies, group prayer, andittending this feast. —NSE]
serve in some other way at this Feastpuch praise and worship music. Within
contact Stacy Webber at 512-335-01325 minutes are Wister Lake and Nol'them Ireland Peast

or e-mail: amillerjr@usa.net. Talamina State Park—30 minutes to
Robers Cave State Park. The nearest Here is more information on this
Hotel/motel and restaurants are 10 milason-aligned Feast than was listed in the
orange Beach’ Alahama in Talhina. last issue. It will be held at Giant's

Learning Together will hold a non- The Feast dates are based upon tl@museway, County Antrim, Northern
traditional Feast of Tabernacles abbservation of the full moon being thdreland. This is a very rural area with
Orange Beach, Alabama this year. Theew moon, and are tentatively Oct 19thbeautiful scenic views over the North
focus of the Feast will be the worship25th. All will be welcome. Contact: Antrim  coastline. The Giant's
ping and learning about God and Jesugohn Walker, General Delivery,Causeway is a tourist attraction and

Everyone will stay in the same condoteFlore, Oklahoma, 74942 there are a number of hotels and B&Bs

minium complex where the meeting in the area. We hope most people will

room is located. The services will be stay in the self-catering (condominium
Paducah, Kentucky y 9( )

held in small group Bible study fashion housing which has 13 separate units.
where everyone will be able to discuss An independent, non-aligned feastis Contact: Greg and Caroline Gault,
the scriptures that God has given useing planned for Kentucky in the are253 Castlecatt Road, Dervock,
Examples of subjects are: faith, forgiveef the Land Between the Lakes, 2Ballymoney, County Antrim
ness, listening to God, etc. There wilmiles from Paducah. This feast is bein@T53 8BN, Northern Ireland;
be a leader of each subject, but no orsponsored by independent brethren whehone/Fax: +44 1265 741 616; E-mail:
will have speeches or messagesold the basic principles that no one haSreg.Caroline@btinternet.com L
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Six Reasons Why |
Don’'t Eat Unclean Meats

Sabbatarian Christians who adheragainst eating shell fish at certain times
to the “Law of Clean and Unclean’of year because they are poisonous then.
Meats in Leviticus 11 are sometimedhey don’t bother to mention that the
accused of being “arbitrary” in theirshellfish have the same scavenging
decisions about which Old Testamentabits all year long thaauseghis prob-
laws are relevant to Christians under them. Trichinosis and possible poisoning
New Covenant. For example, why das bad enough, but the unclean animattction, which didn’t “start” with
they consider some meats “uncleanare host also to much more serious prokhe giving of the Old Covenant, isn’t
but do not consider themselvesems for humans. The AIDS virus andended” by the coming of the New.
“unclean” from touching a dead animalpther serious diseases may have been
bodily emissions, etc? Dialogues on thepread by humans eating contaminated Only clean animals were sacri-
subject often degenerate down to monkeys and/or other unclean animals. «ficed to the Eternal. Sacrificial
guestion of whose “proof-texts” are By abstaining from those animalsanimals all represented Christ. Under
more relevant. Without trying to answetisted as unclean in the Bible, | anthe Law, sheep, goats, cattle, doves and
all of those questions, | offer below sixmaking another statement about thpigeons were the only animals sacri-

practical and symbolic considerations nature of God: ficed. But Noah sacrificed one efrery
that have convinceghe that eating only | do not believe God is capricious kind of clean animal at the end of the
those meats designated “clean” in thand arbitrary. Flood, so in one way, you might say
Scriptures is avise choice theyall can represent Christ. Given:
All of the same reasoning a. The principle of sacrificing
1 In Mark 7, Jesus makes it clear «about “law and grace” which only clean animals
«that spiritual “cleanness” is some attempt to apply to “do away” b. The fact that the priests and

not affected by what goes into youmith the Sabbath and Holy Days is also the people ate parts of the sacrifices

mouth and stomach. But does that mearsed to “do away” with any notice of c. The fact that Jesus said his

God doesn’t care what you put in youthe distinction of unclean meats. By disciples are to “eat his flesh”

body or how you take care of it? abstaining from unclean meats, | am For me there is aymbolism in
By abstaining from those meats listmaking an effort to beonsistentin the abstaining from unclean meats year

ed as unclean in the Bible, | make aay | view the issues of law and gracearound that is similar to the reason for

statement about God: What | eat or don't eat doesn't  eating unleavened bread during one
| believe God cares about the “earn” me salvation. season of the year—
whole person: spirit, souland body! It doesn’t make me “more spiritu- Eating only clean meats represents
al” than the next person. for me “taking in” only the pure truth
It seems logical to me that God It doesn’t “earn Brownie Points” of Jesus, not feasting on a hodge-podge
swould not provide such alab-  with God. of false doctrines and pagan symbol-
orate categorizationn Leviticus 11 of It just makes sense to me to acceptism, and accepting and following false

those animals which are clean vsGod’'s word on whatHe created to be prophets and false messiahs.
unclean unless the distinction had somased for food.

basis inphysical reality. Many of the 6 No onereally believegvery-
animals labeled as “unclean” are primar- God did noffirst make the dis- sthing is good for food! We all
ily scavengers. They do not have the stinction among animals knownhave our own list of “abominable”

kind of multiple digestive system thatat Mount Sinai. Noah knew of the disfoods—for most folks in America, that
the cud-chewers do, so the poisons thanhction centuries before the “Law” waswould include dogs, cats, horses, spi-
they consume go directly into their fleshgiven on Mount Sinai—and long beforeders, centipedes, etc. The reasoning of
Only the unclean animals are regulaisrael (Jacob) started the family latesome folks on eating unclean meats is
hosts to such parasites as the trichiramown as the nation of Israel. Noalthe same as it is for deciding to observe
worm. Isn’t it amazing that almost everytook seven pairs of each clean animdhe pagan holidays—+‘don’'t have to
cookbook notes that you should alwayand only one pair of each unclean ankeep any days God listed in the Bible...
be extra careful to fully cook pork to amal on the ark. | see no reason to thinkutl can keep other days for afly own
well-done state, but thayever mention that the distinction was created just aieasons.” Likewise, they may say, “
that their unspokemeasonis—so that the time of the Flood. It would seemcan eat anythingwant to, but here’s the
you will be sure to kill the trichina most logical that it had been made dist of whatl don’t want to.”

worms in their little cysts! It is an creation—Abel sacrificed animals. His | believe it makes sense to havay
accepted fact that much of the pork isacrifice was acceptable to God. Givelist of “abominable things” be the
America, even with all our “modern” all the other evidence in scripture, | cansame asGod’s rather than invent my
health precautions, probably containgot imagine that he sacrificed a pig! own.

trichina. Health authorities also warn It makes sense to me that this dis- —Pam Dewey
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A Lesson For Pentecost ==
Utilizing the Holy Spirit a R

Are You a River or a Well?

|
|
L |

- E
F— #

Adapted from a Bible Study by Mordekai Joseph . . i —.* 2T )
e bl o
John the Baptist came baptizing inWhat are these rivers of living water? or else, the quality of giving will stag-
the river Jordan. He baptized with “...the fruit of the Spirit is love, nate and die, just like the “dead sea.”
water, but he spoke of another who joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, Even when you feel someone does not
would baptize with the Holy Spirit goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, deserve it, do it for your sake, not
(Mark 1:5-8). Our Savior, after His res- self-control...” (Gal 5:22). someone else’s sake. God does not give
urrection promised his followers: “For  There are two main sources ofo us depending on if we deserve it or
John truly baptized with water; but yewater. One is a well where you must digiot. Humans do things on merit—
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghosto find it. Another is a spring or a riverwhether one deserves it or not. Out-
not many days hence” (Acts 1:5). Thatwvhere water is bubbling out and flow-going love has nothing to do with feel-

day was Pentecost. ing—the water comes to you. ings. You may not feel like giving to
The Jordan River in Israel comes someone, but the law of love com-

from the melted snow of Mount Are You a River or a Well? mands you to do it.

Hermon. It flows through the middle of If you are a river, no one will have You are the light of the

the country. It is very alive and flowing,to pump or work hard to get something world. A city that is set on a hill can-
yet it ends up in the Dead Sea, where @ut of you. You will respond and give not be hidden. Nor do they light a
moves nowhere. It is so hot, and theasily. Words and actions of life-giving lamp and put it under a basket, but
water is so salty, that nothing can live imualities will easily flow outward to on alamp-stand, and it gives light to
it. The river starts out with life—and others. all who are in the house. Let your
ends up in death. Unless the water is Some people decide to be wells. light so shine before men, that they
used along the way, it is of no value. They withdraw into their own shells, may see your good works and glori-
and you have to pump out the water fy your Father in heaven (Matt 5:14-
Water As A Symbol instead of it flowing out. It does not 16).
of The Holy Spirit come up by itself. A well is an aloof, A light bulb that is not switched on

The Eternal is the primary source ofinconcerned person who prefers tdoes no good. The Eternal did not with-
the Holy Spirit. He is full of love—His remain hidden. This person may havaold His only Son from us (John 3:16).
love flows out from Him to us. God goodness, but it is buried deep insideNeither are we to withhold ourselves
constantly loves, gives, blesses, anth man who isolates himself seeks higrom others. God gives us so much to
creates. God does all this with all Hisown desire” (Prov 18:1). give. People get bored because they are
heart. He continues to give and to love The Ever-living One has given usnot giving enough. When you have the
in order to wuphold His name.the capacity to be like Him, even in thisapacity to give, do it. If one does not
Otherwise, He would not be the Gredlife: The Father and Son have life irdeserve it, then it is his problem, not
Giver, Blesser, Creator. Jesus Chrighemselves (John 5:26). Whoever igours.
said, “...If anyone thirsts, let him comethirsty, come to the waters and drink We have the ability to give life to

to Me and drink” (John 7:37): (Isa 55:1). The Eternal will pour outothers through the Holy Spirit. Are we
first, you musthirst. His Spirit on us so we can pour His loveloing it? We can use the Holy Spirit
then come into others (Joel 2:28). Our Savioand God’s goodness for the benefit of
after this drink comes from heaven and gives life to thethers. We can use our voices to com-
and thenbelieve (Also includes world (John 6:33). The Messiah wadort and cheer others. We can use our

repent & obey) still pouring out his soul, even untofaces to smile to give life giving quali-

death (Isa 53:12). ties to others.

Jesus Christ has promised the Holy How do you determine if you are a

Spirit to those who do these things— Let The Waters Flow river or a well? The degree to which we

without any respect of persons. Verse It is a law of nature that if you stopyearn and ache to give to others will tell
38 says: “He who believes in Me, as thasing your hands or legs, then theys. Giving to others will be a pleasure.
Scripture has said, out of his heart wilbecome useless. The same thing hol&#hen you find yourself stingy, you are
flow rivers of living water.” Wherever true for spiritual qualities. If you do notlacking love. Let us not stifle the Holy
these rivers go, they give life. After tap-allow qualities of love and giving to Spirit—allow it to flow to others. Stay
ping the Eternal’s source, then wdlow from you to others, then you will tapped into the Source of the spiritual
become a source of living water. God isease to have those qualities, for theyvers and continue to give them out to
the primary source of these spirituaWill die within you Continue to give others by sharing and helping. Be one
rivers. We are the secondary sourcesf your gifts and substance to others, who flows like a river. 0
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Pod. So long as it was edited to “preach to
the choir” it would be largely meaningless.
Iron sharpens iron. The way we are all

Letters sharpened is to allow our ideas to be chal-

& Responses lenged. Worldwide

Church of God “theolo-
0000000000000 0000000 OCGCOGCEOSGSEOSSEOSOSOINOIOS

H
=

gians”, for example,
should be allowed to
We print a representative sampling anter the discussion about whether or not a
our mail—both positive and negative. Waon-Jewish Christian is required to keep the
do not include names unless we are faifiyast days, the Sabbath, tithing, etc. etc.
sure that the writer would not object. To The goal should be to arrive at objective
avoid any difficulty, writers should specifyexegetical truth on any given subject through
how much of their name and address théhe most rigorous and disciplined thinking—

would like us to print.

Appreciates All The Letters

LETTER: February 24, 1998
Dear Mr. Edwards,

Just a quick note to let you know how
much | appreciate receiving Servants’ News
and wish to help in a little way. It is so uplift-
ing to read other COG brethren’s letters and
to begin to understand all the problems that
have been rampant for years (and | was so
unaware). Thank you for your service.

—Carolyn Ardeeser, Florida

not merely to confirm the status quo. In other
words, the aim should be to follow Truth
wherever it leads and hang the political con-
sequences.

Itis very unlikely that any of the main Pod
churches would support such a journal since
it would not be in their political interests to do
so. Doctrine, as much as anything, is politi-
cized in churches. It is determined more on
grounds of interests (i.e. money, following &
power considerations) than on objective
study. As | have said for years, where people
stand on issues is determined mainly by
where they sit in relation to them. Where you

RESPONSE: Thank you for your letter. stand is where you sit!

Many people tell us that the letters are their |ntellectual and exegetical honesty is a
favorite part ofSN We also were unawarerare phenomenon in church hierarchies. If a
of the COG problems for many years. Yegiven insight threatens the status quo—
when we learned about many of these issu@pecially a leader’s status, credibility, or
that were largely being ignored, we wergccess to funds, it will be quickly dismissed.

compelled to share them, henB&lbegan.
—NSE

Wanted Doctrinal Journal for Years
March 11, 1998

LETTER:
Editor, Servant's News

Craig White’s letter about creating a
Trans-organizational Doctrinal Journal hit a
chord with me. Back in the 70's, the idea of
a learned journal for the Worldwide Church
of God was born, and quickly aborted.

The problem was, the only things that
could be published were those which con-
firmed, or shored up, the status quo. The sta-
tus quo was whatever Mr. Armstrong said it
was on a given day.

Today, we have a whole “Pod” of
churches all coming out of the same tradi-
tion, who hold only slight variations on the
same doctrinal themes.

The major bone of contention within
these groups is ministerial and organization-
al authority/structure, not whether or not to
keep Shabbat, the feast days, or believe in
the doctrine of the US&BC.

The only way a journal of this type would
be meaningful is if it encouraged a truly open
forum discussion about doctrine within the
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If it looks like it will alienate a conditioned and
generous following, it will be labeled heresy,
foolishness, or liberalism—or worse. Whole
sections of Scripture are commonly glossed
over because, if faced squarely, they would
undermine some aspect of church dogma
which is viewed as ‘“trunk of the tree”.
Traditional explanations follow a traditional
pattern from which deviation is rare.
| agree with Craig that such a journal is
desperately needed within the Pod—if for
nothing else but apologetic purposes. But |
have no confidence that it would be sustain-
able if edited to be a truly open forum for doc-
trinal discussion. If it could not be sustained by
subscription prices and advertising, it would
die a quick death, because it certainly would-
n't be subsidized by Pod member hierarchies
unless it supported what they already teach.
—Brian Knowles, California

RESPONSE:: We very much appreciate

describe would quickly show that it is very
difficult to justify certain teachings of orga-
nizations from the Bible.

As an example, suppose this journal
were started and was read by a significant
percentage of members and ministers in var-
ious organizations. Suppose someone wrote
an article showing how the Greek New
Testament text simply does not have a sepa-
rate word or expression for “deacon” and
“minister"—the two are the same. Would all
of these organizations suddenly combine
these two positions, or would just some of
them do it? Would the organizations that did
not change then appear unbiblical?

The truth of the matter seems to be that
organizations are not a bit interested in
changing their practice based on what out-
siders may teach them—no matter how obvi-
ous the teaching is from the Bible?

—NSE

SDA Member Discusses Hierarchy

March 10, 1998

LETTER:
Dear Brother Edwards:

This is a belated thank you for sending
me Servants’ News. Though | have not writ-
ten to you before, | have read each issue
with interest and found much in it to increase
my understanding of how others feel.

| observe that your paper is aimed pri-
marily at f