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PASSOVER

A Summary of Our Current Understanding

We do not claim to have all of the answers to every question on this subject. We have read hundreds of papers, and there is still
more study that we want to do before writing an in-depth document. Nevertheless, there have been so many questions on the sub-
ject and so many people are asking “What should we do this year?” that we feel compelled to write our understanding at this time.

All too many Passover papers begin by trying to scaseapparently for the future: It talks about how Israelites
readers. They use the Scriptures to show that the ancémuld deal with servants and sojourners among them. In
Israelites would have died if they did not keep the PassovelEgypt,they were the servants and sojourners. Joshua 5:5 indi-
the right day. Then verses such as John 6:53 are quotedates that all the Israelites who came out were circumcised,
imply that readers will lose their salvation unless they kebpt this may have taken place after the Exodus—if Pharaoh
the Passover at the right time. would not give them three days off work to go and sacrifice

While we should make every effort to seek the Eternal afitk 5:3-4), then he certainly would not have given them three
His way with all of our heart (Deut 4:29), we need to stejays off work to heal from circumcision (Gen 34:24-25).
back and ask: “What is our Father in heaven doing?” Is He sit-Why does it seem that the command not to break the
ting in Heaven trying to trip up his children on complex teckambs bones given after the first Passover? (Ex 12:46; Num
nical subjects so He can send them to the grave and the 84@.) It is slower and more difficult to serve a lamb without
ond death? No, He “is longsuffering toward us, not willingreaking any bones—it is much easier to chop some bones
that any should perish but that all should come to repentanagart with a cleaver (which breaks them) than it is to careful-
(2Pet 3:9). ly cut joints apart with a knife. This is quite different than the

Yes, timing was critical for the first Passover, but theommands to eat the Passover in haste, with staff in hand and
Eternal provided a prophet (Moses) to be among His peogit®es on feet (Ex 12:11). Numerous Passover commands are
and tell them exactly when to do it. That first Passovepeated, but these commands are not. It appears they are
appears different from Passovers of succeeding years in septaced by the careful serving that would not break any
eral key ways. If you are beginning a study of the Passow®me—Ilooking forward to our Savior whose blood would be
we highly recommend you stop right here and carefully restoed, but who would not have any bones broken (Pslm 34:19-
Exodus chapters 11 and 12. 20, John 19:36).

In the first Passover, there was no command for “unclean” At Mount Sinai, only a few months after the first Passover,
people to not eat it—everyone could eat it. All the commanitie Eternal made significant changes to the Passover obser-
regarding ceremonial uncleanness had not yet been given-vamce. Both Exodus 23:14-19 and 34:18-28 show that the
procedures were in place whereby a person could be cleanisedelites were to appear three times a year before the Eternal.
In the second year, the Israelites were required to be cldarse 24 says: “For | will cast out nations before you, and
(Num 9:1-14). Also, it seems that the requirements for alhlarge your borders; no one shall covet your land when you
men, including strangers, to be circumcised in order to eat ¢fueup to appear before thewkp your God three times in the
Passover were not given undfter the first Passover (Ex year.” The Israelites, in future Passovers, were told to leave
12:43-51). The children of Israel and a “mixed multitude” letheir houses and go elsewhere for a sacrifice. This is very dif-
Egypt in verses 37 and 38. The commands for circumcisienent from the first year’s in-home sacrifice.The concept of
and “not to break any of the lambs bones” were given onlyappearing three times a year before the Eternal at His Feasts
Moses and Aaron—there was no “speak now in the hearingsoéxplained further in Deuteronomy 16:1-17. In verses 5-6 we
the people” as in other chapters. The nature of the comm Continued on page 12
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Begin Planning for 1997
Feast of Tabernacles

Servants’ Newsvill again be hosting a Feast of Tabernacles this
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October 16-23. We have found a new location this y@am Oak Resort
in the Southeast corner of OhioBurr Oak Resort and Conference Cer
is in one of the many resorts in the Ohio State Park system.

The location is Glouster, Ohio, 85 miles southeast of Columbus,
and 35 miles northwest of Marietta, Ohio. The resort is situated in the
acre park in some of the State’s most beautiful hill country and inclu
664 acre lake.

If you prefer an intimate and interactive type of Feast, with scenig
serene atmosphere, then this location may be for you. We will have
meetings of reading scriptures with lively discussion, youth activities, in
ing worship music, a variety show, a women’s lecture and plenty of spal
fellowship. Our purpose is to provide a place so that the Eternal’s peop
“rejoice before the bro your God for seven days” (Lev 23:40) and “that y

may learn to fear thedrp you God always” (Deut 14:23). The environmepk
of the state park is conducive to getting to know others, which lead$q

greater capacity to love one another. Our Savior said thathwe love for
one another, then by this we will be known to be his disciples.

Lodging facilities overlooking Burr Oak Lake:

Guest rooms:1 double and 1 single bed, $55 per night.
Cottages:2 bdrm, beds for 6, has kitchen, $80 per night.
Full service campground:20 minutes away, $10 per night.

You may make reservations by calling Burr Oak Lodge at 800-282-
and mentionin@ervants’ NewOur information booklet will list other mote
in the area for as little as $44 per night. Outdoor recreational activities i
boating, fishing, swimming and miles of hiking trails. Also, an indoor sy
ming pool, basketball courts, tennis courts, and game room are availab

If you are interested in attending the 1997 Feast with us, please

know. We will send information booklets as soon as they are availablg

you have some current research and/or edifying information for eve
that you would like to present, please contact us.

Some other non-aligned Feast sites:

Cornerstone Publications (Jim Rector)has selected the Marina Bay

Resort at Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri for this years’ Feast. Rooms are
able at the resort and Knolls Condominiums. Rates: Studios, $55 per

Condos: 1-bdrm—$65 per night, 2-bdrm—3$86 per night; 3-bdrm (Knolls

only)—$111 per night. All accommodations must be arranged thr
Marina Bay: 1-800-377-6274. For camping, call KOA: 1-800-562-7343

United Christian Ministries (Ray Wooten) will again be in Gatlinburg
Tennessee, but in the Mills Auditorium. At least 10 motels are within
walking distance at $52 to $100 per night. Workshops will be held and &
band will attend for special music and entertainment. Call 888-985-90¢

A Church of God Ministry (Lon Lacey) has selected Albuquerque, Ng
Mexico. See page 26 of December 18#8vants’ Newfor more details—
over 100 people have already expressed interest. Call 505-822-8709.

Christian Educational Ministries (Ron Dart) will be at Kissimmee
Civic Center in Southern Florida again this year with more music and V
shops. Call 903-509-2999 for details.
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Subscriptions are free to people interested in obeying
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spirit gives us the power to live such a life as long as we
inually repent of our sins, accept the salvation pro-
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%QF- that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Deut 8:3).
5 fg}[e believe the gospel should be given freely—
| ou_may copy this newsletter and give it to others.
ts’ News has no financial ties with other orga-
%Hations, but is financed by gifts and donations to our
Fhinistry. We have not received IRS tax exempt status,
P i the IRS allows some charitable deductions without
such status (see IRS Publication 557, p. 16, col. 1).
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we used in our Evaluating historical proof is even

evaluation of the more difficult than evaluating Biblical

7| systems presentedproof. We need to ask each one of these
.| at the conference: questions about any historical “fact”:

i When using a 1) How close to the original event is
/// Bible verse as it? The best sources are original writings
proof, it is very made at the time and place where the his-
important to think torical event occurred. However, we have
| about how that only a few stone, pottery, or other type of
verse proves or documents that have lasted so long. Often
supports the point we must settle for copies or opinions writ-

/| In question: ten much later. Many history books give no
1) Accepted original source at all for their conclusions.
Bible meaning— 2) Do the authors have a reason to be

& a point is proved biased? Most human writers portray
by a meaning of a themselves and their friends better than

b b verse that most they were, and their enemies worse than
everyone agrees they really were. If a historian is paid by a

grence
L ! e on. government of a church, he is not likely to

The Scattered Brethrehosted a con- 2) Disputed Bible meaning—a pointwrite too much against them.
ference on Biblical calendars at thes proved by a meaning of a verse that is 3) Is it possible that the history has
Dallas, Texas Hilltop Inn, January 3-5disputed—translators disagree. (This dodseen altered—that it is not an accurate
1997. The conference was very pleasanbt mean the conclusion is wrong, but beeflection of the people and time that it
and the home-cooked Mediterranean direareful if an entire doctrine is based omlaims to be from?
ner on the Sabbath was especially enjopne or more disputed interpretations.) 4) Are there other opinions? We can
able. Lawrence Maayeh and his wife, 3) Inference—conclusions logicallyfind ancient stone writings that disagree
Merrellene did most of the work and cerdrawn from Biblical statements, but thewith other equally ancient stone writings.
tainly deserve most of the credit. AbouBible itself does not contain the stateThe same problem applies to history
70 people attended, but not everyonment. (Example from Acts 7:22: “Mosesbooks throughout the ages.
attended every session. There were sevesas instructed in all the wisdom of the 5) Is the history in agreement with
speakers (one of whom was a last-minutegyptians”—therefore, he was an expethe Bible?
volunteer) and many questions and conin Egyptian astronomy and calendars. The 6) Can the history be verified today?
ments from those attending. conclusion is logical, but it is not in theWhile this is impossible for much of his-
A set of 11 tapes of the conferenée Bible—in some societies only the reli-tory, it is possible for some calendar-
available from Lawrence Maayeh, PQyious hierarchy are allowed to learn aboussues. Eclipses and other recorded astro-
Box 860471, Plano, Texas 75086. Pleagestronomy.) nomical events can be verified by modern
send $20 to cover duplicating and ship- 4) Compliant verse—a verse thaastronomy. Some ancient calendar state-
ping costs. If you are unable to afford thisgoes not refute a certain point, but doasents can be mathematically shown to be
but would like to listen to the tapes, pleaseot prove it either. (Example from Deutin error and therefore dismissed.
write for the tapes anyway. 16:1: “Observe the month of Abib.."— 7) Are the conclusions drawn from
Space does not permit a detailedinceAbibmeans “green ears” in Hebrewthe history correct? Many calendar
write-up of each presentation. Instead, weoes that mean that the month Adfib researchers find a certain practice in use
will summarize the method each speakdregins when there are green ears? If othley “pagans” and immediately conclude
uses to begin their calendar's month arstriptures prove this method of startinghat it cannot be correct. They fail to con-
to begin the year—qgiving our own evaluthe year, this verse is compliant wittsider that “pagans” can borrow some
ation of the proof they used. If you are nothem—it does not oppose them. But, thpractices of the true religion (2Kngs
already familiar with the terminology andverse itself does not prove that Abikl7:28-29) or that some practices might be
issues regarding Biblical calendarsbegins when there are green ears.) coincidental.
please ask for our free 10-page paper, 5) Imagination—conclusions
Biblical Calendar BasicsYou may write derived from a verse that really do not Let the Conference Begin
to the address on the back page, or simpiglate to the verse. The meetings were opened Friday
call 517-543-5544 anytime. While all of the presenters claimed thaafternoon by Lawrence Maayeh. Next,
Evaluation of proof is very importanttheir calendar was found in the Bible, theyohn Merritt , founder ofFriends of the
in calendar issues. Information about cakll made some references to non-Biblicgbabbathspoke for about 20 minutes and
endars is “here a little, there a little” in thehistory: either to show that their calendaexplained the benefits of these types of
Bible. The first calendar paper or tape yogystem was practiced by righteous peoplepnferences.
study may seem like “it has the Biblicalor to show that other calendar systems Norman Edwards (PO Box 220,
calendar figured out.” When you studywere used by “the pagan$¥Vhen dealing Charlotte, Mich 48813) spoke next on the
your second calendar system, thingaith religious history or 2000-year old overview of calendars, and the Hebrew
change. Some researchers draw opposiiistory, we have to be very careful. Calendar specifically. He encouraged all
conclusions from the same verse. W&here is a wide variety of sources and the brethren to be tolerant of others who
have included a summary of the methodsiany do not agree with each other. do not see the calendar in the same way.
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He asked for a show of hands of anyonmonths were begun by observing the firthowed from Nehemiah where they were
who had kept the same calendar systeanescent of the moon. Now, they are mattkeeping the holy days correctly, yet the
(other than the Jewish one) since thegmatically calculated from the averag®abylonian month names are used.
were baptized. No hands went up. Heonjunction of the Sun, Moon, and Earth. His historical material was excellent.
asked if anyone was rebaptized after di§he present calendar rules require the state had eclipse records and other primari-
covering their new calendar systemof the year to be adjusted (“postponed’y historical sources showing when the
Again, no hands. The conclusion? Weso that certain holy days do not fall oryear began--using the same calendar that
must believe that there are converted pepreparation days or the Sabbath. The&aniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah were using.
ple using incorrect calendar systems.  restrictions may have made sense whdfrom 499 to 400 BC, the beginning
Edwards also cautioned about mistaknany Jews were slaves and preparingonth of the year was the first new moon
en claims that over-emphasize the impofeod two days in advance was impossiblafter the equinox. He had the testimony of
tance of calendars: Some claim that theyut they make less sense now. Of intereBhilo, a first-century Jew, who clearly
must keep the holy days (and the Sabbattijough, it is these postponement rules thatated that the month began with the first
on the exact same days that the Father adellay the start of the month from the meaabservable crescent and encouraged peo-
Son in Heaven are keeping them. This isonjunction—and cause the Hebrewle to go to Jerusalem to keep the feasts.
not sensible because holy days begin atonths to start at the first crescent moaofhis would have been the calendar by
sundown in each time zone—all peoplabout 20% of the time! If you believe thewhich our Savior kept the FeastsWe
do not keep the holy days at the samgear should start with the first crescentan be relatively sure that Philo’s writings
time. Persons in New Zealand may conmoon, the Hebrew calendar would nearlyvere not altered to conform to later
pletely finish celebrating a holy dayalways be wrong without the “postponedewish calendar theory because they have
before a person in Western Alaska beginsents.” been maintained by Christians, not Jews.
celebrating it. These days were made for Herb Solinsky (1911 Lansdown Ct, Solinsky had in-depth information
men to keep. The Eternal is involved irCarrollton, Texas 75010) took over threshowing how it was possible for people to
the doings of mankind, but no scripturdiours to present much information. Hé&now the precise day of the spring equinox
says that He keeps these days. has studied the subject for 20 years angithout modern math or science. (Some
Also, some calendar teachers unfairlivas knowledgeable on many calendgveople actually advocate calendar systems
compare the holy days to the Sabbath, sagystems in addition to the one that h#day that no one would have been able to
ing that if we keep the wrong holy day, itunderstands to be correct. He could hawalculate years ago). He believes that the
is just the same as keeping Sunday insteptesented many more hours of relevamsraelites kept the calendar based on actu-
of the SabbatiThese issues are not at all material if time was allotted. al sightings of the moon, but he uses a
comparable as the Bible gives a clear He believes new months should bsophisticated computer program to predict
formula that a 7-year old can understandtarted with the first observable crescenthen the first crescent would be observ-
for the Sabbath (work 6 days, rest 1 dayjnoon in Jerusalem, and that the yeable from Jerusalem. He admits that his
but leaves us with no clear instruction oshould begin with the first new moon aftecalculated methods may deviate from
how to handle the far more complex calthe spring equinox. This means that hactual observation in a small percentage of
culations of a solar-lunar calendar. recognizes the beginning of the montlcases where a small crescent moon is visi-
Edwards went on to explain that thausually 1 or 2 days later than the Hebrewle for only a short time. He would accept
Hebrew Calendar—the calendar used byalendar. In about 4 years out of 100, hactual sightings from Jerusalem instead of
nearly all Jews—imot a “perfect calen- believes that the Hebrew Calendar will bbis calculations in those instances.
dar that has been in use for thousands off by a month. About 20% of the time,Solinsky further agreed that he would
years.” It is mathematically imperfect—Solinsky's dates agree with the Hebrevaccept a calendar determined by a new
each thousand years, it gets about fogalendar. Jewish Sanhedrin if it was based on the
days later than the natural seasons of the Solinsky showed how the Hebrewprinciples he understands to be true.
year. Also, the Mishna, Talmud, and otheword for new moongchodeshis from a (During the last year, there has been seri-
Jewish history all record changes made oot that means “to renew’—hence theus talk among large Jewish groups of
it. They show that at one time, newmonth starts with a renewed moon. Heeconvening a Sanhedrin to deal with cal-
endar and other issues.)
IMPORTANT CALENDAR CONCEPTS James Russell (PO Box 2109,
Corona, Calif. 91718) explained the cal-
Month: In most Biblical calendar systems, the period of time that the matar system he uses. Russell believes the
revolves around the earth. Systems differ in deciding what phase of the nyeanshould begin with the month closest
should begin the month. to the spring equinox. He believes the
Year: There are about 12.38 lunar months in a year, so some years haveonths begin at the calculatiede astro-
months and some 13. Systems differ in deciding when to start a new yearomical conjunction (when the Earth,
Observed Calendar:One determined by physically sighting the heavenly bobfloon, and Sun are completely in line).
ies (e.g. the new month begins when the new moon is seen). SystemsThigysystem will usually start the month
specify sightings to be made by each individual, each congregation or|a @e®-0r two days before the Hebrew
tral authority. Heavy cloud layers can change the start of months or yepr&alendar and fairly frequently starts the
Calculated or Fixed Calendar: One based on calculations of the positions ¥far a whole month before the Hebrew
heavenly bodies. Most calendar calculations are too complex for the averaigadar. _ o
person, but such calculations can be written down so others can use them. The true astronomical conjunction
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is different from the mean (average) conthis question: Is postponing holy days angities or in climates where barley does not
junction used by the Hebrew calendar. Imore wrong than holding them early? Iigrow. He said they could call someone
reality, the moon’s orbit is not round andhe Eternal really intended for us to startlse who was growing barley, but that
is not in exactly the same plane as thiae month with a crescent moon, theteaves us with the very real situation that
Earth’s orbit around the sun. The true corRussell's system will alwaybe keeping a person could be keeping the holy days a
junction calculations include all of theseghe “wrong days” because the true commonth differently depending on whether
motions—they are much more complejunction is always at least one day beforthey decided to call a friend 100 miles
but possible with modern computers. Théhe first visible crescent. north or a friend 100 miles south.
Hebrew calendar mean conjunction James Russell presented many other The primary scripture Eckert uses to
assumes that the the Moon circles thecriptural points, but most were inferencebegin the month with a full moon is Psalm
Earth every 29.530594 days. or disputed interpretations. He linked31:3 which literally says “Blow the trum-

Russell admitted that the true conjuncerescent moons to paganism, but had littiget in the new moon, at the full moon, on
tion calculations are probably beyond théistorical evidence that ancient Israel oour feast day.” Since there is no “and” in
capabilities of the ancients. If the calendahe New Testament church ever kept (dhe Hebrew, Eckert and others conclude
as he understands it has been historicalipuld possibly keep) the calendar as hbat it means the new and full moons are
kept, it had to be done by observation dreeps it today. the same. However, this same syntax is
approximation. Since there are one, two Rick Eckert (PO Box 305, Orange found in Psalm 13:2, and other verses
or three days between the time when th@each, Ala 36561) presented a calendarhere it clearly does not imply equivalent
last crescent is visible and the first cressystem in which the new year was basdtems. Also, he pointed to Ezekiel 46:1-2
cent is visible, there is no reliable way foon the progress of the barley harvest. which shows that the East gate of
ancients to know which day was the “true@ddition, he believes that the month shoul@erusalem will be opened on the Sabbath
conjunction” until the first crescentbegin when the moon is full, but he did noand the New Moon. He was correct in
appeared—after the conjunction wabave time to present detailed informatiostating that the full moon can be observed
already past! It is inconceivable that then this subject. Using the full moon meangist after sunset in the East but first cres-
Israelites regularly celebrated “Newthat all holy days will be kept about twocents are observed in the West. However,
Moons” if they could not determine themweeks differently from most other calente appears to be using a bit of imagination
until afterward. Russell mentioned thedar systems. Whether the holy days ate use this scripture as proof that the full
phenomenon of “Earth shine’—the possikept two weeks earlier or two weeks latemoon starts the month. We are specifical-
bility of seeing the dark moon from lightdepends on the barley harvest each yelr.commanded not to worship the sun,
reflected upon it by the Earth. Whether oEckert and others who use a similar sysnoon and stars (Deut 4:19), and there is
not this is possible was debated, but niem have actually planted barley to detemo command whatever to observe heaven-
one claimed that this was a reliable way toine when to start their year. ly bodies as a part of a worship service.
sight the moon every month—the slight-  Eckert spent a lot of time emphasizind’eople would have had to know it was a
est amount of clouds or dust in the aithe “paganism” associated with other calhew moon before they came to the ser-
would certainly obscure any chance oéndar systems. He went as far as quotinice, otherwise they would not be at the
seeing the moon by Earthshine. an author who claimed three different calservice. The next few verses show the

Russell’s scriptural basis for using andar systems were used in the Bible (twaurpose of the gate being open on both the
dark moon to begin the month was baseaf which were wrong). However, this is amew moon and Sabbath was to let certain
on accidentally reading the wrong definiextremely disputed viewpoint and all thepeople into the service, not to observe the
tion of a word in confusing footnotes ofscriptures used for proving it all fall intomoon.
the Brown, Driver & Briggs Lexicon—an the categories of “inference, compliant We would like to point out that Rick
error Solinsky later pointed out to him.statements, or imagination.” EckertEckertwas a kind and pleasant man, easy
Also, he used many analogies showingelieved that the mention of sixto listen to, and several times during his
how seeds begin their life in the ground iBabylonian month names in Ezra, Esthetalk he acknowledged that there might be
darkness, a chicken begins its life in darkand Nehemiah was not a proof that thether valid calendar ideas and that he had
ness in a shell, and a baby begins its life Babylonian calendar was equivalent to thiearned many new things at the confer-
the womb in darkness. This sounds goodiblical calendar at that time. He alscence.
but if you think about it, these things aresited references to the “wood offering” Michael Turner (PO Box 860471,
not considered “born” and the length ofNeh 10:34, 13:31) as proof that the JewBlano, Texas 75086) explained a system
their life is not counted until they emergavere following unbiblical Babylonian that used the first observable crescent to
and see their first light. These analogieeligious practices. (Actually, Leviticus start the month. This part of his system is
seem like they could also be used to prov&12 commands the Levites to use woodery similar to the one explained by
that we should use a first crescent moon for the offering and other translationsSolinsky. However, he determines the
begin the month. Nevertheless, these ashow that is the meaning of the Hebrew istart of the year in a completely differ-
only analogies—not Biblical evidence. Nehemiah: “wood for the offerings”— ent manner.He begins the year when the

Much of Russell's presentation wadMoffatt, “supply of wood"—NAS.) moon can be sited in the constellation
about the “evils” of the Jewish calendar, He did bring out some heart-warminglaurus. This approach often begins the
postponements and keeping the “wrontgssons that could be learned when famyear a month later than the Hebrew
days.” He made statements like: “if weies observe the moon and barley togetheéCalendar. Due to the phenomenon known
can postpone the holy days, can we podttowever, he did not have a good explanas the “precession of the equinoxes”, this
pone the Sabbath?” We would like to raisdon for what people should do who live inmethod causes the calendar to become
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unsynchronized with the Earth’s seasons a Vendyl Jones (PO Box 120366, sunrise. This gives people an extra twelve
littte more than one day every thousandrlington, TX 76012) spent some timehours to prepare for the next day which
years. talking about a solar calendar based on 5dll be the new moon. The main problem
We felt the biggest benefit of Turner'sweeks of 7 days (364 days) with a leap-dayith this is that you cannot really be sure
presentation was the wealth of informatiomt the Spring Feast and an extra day evetyat you are seeing the last visible cres-
he provided about Bible references to thfourth year at the Fall feast (leap year). Heent—it can look very small, but you may
stars and astronomy. Many people assunsiaims there are exactly twelve months isee a very tiny part of it the next day. So
that any mention of stars or signs of theach year with no correlation between theith this method, sometimes you will not
zodiac are part of astrology and false relmonth and the cycle of the moon. He waknow when the “new moon” is until
gion. They are unaware of scriptures likenet by such a barrage of questions fromwvelve hoursafter it has occurred. Nelms
Job 9:9: “He made the Bear, Orion, and thie audience that he was not really able tesed a few other problem-arguments such
Pleiades, And the chambers of the southfihish explaining the calendar. as “the reason the Bible does not contain
Turner did a convincing job of showing Nevertheless, he seemed quite hap@ydescription of what a ‘new moon’ looks
that the Eternal created the constellationg) take the time to talk about some of thike is because it is a dark moon and there
and then later false religions exploitedooks he had available, his Torah studi nothing to see.” The Hebrew language
them for their own use. classes, and current projects. has words that mean “nothing” and
People who use the equinox to start We included a brief article about“dark,” but the Eternal chose not to give
their year usually determine the day of th¥endyl Jones on page 17 of the June 192y description at all.
equinox by putting a fixed stick in theServants’ NewsJones is a man of great
ground and marking the end of its shadowontroversy—some people consider him What Calendar Do We Use Now?
each day at noon. Turner found linkshe world’s greatest archeologist, others a In the many disputes about the exact
between these “sun sticks” and “Pagarftaud. We have not been able to personalming of months and years, one impor-
obelisks and sun-worship. He preferfy evaluate his work, but do find that wetant calendar consideration is sometimes
starting the year by looking up at the suriearn something from everyone. He pointeverlooked\Was the calendar to be cen-
rather than down at a “sun stick.” Whileed out that the fourth Hebrew word in therally proclaimed, or are nations, con-
the links to pagan worship may exist irBible is not translated—does not evemgregations, or individuals to determine
some cases, the Eternal's people shoufdhve a Strong's number—yet is in everi for themselves?We can guess all day
not be prevented from calculating themanuscript. | easily confirmed this in myabout what the Eternal might have wanted
equinoxes just because others have maiter-linear. It says: “in-the-beginning cre-after the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD,
that process into a false religious evenated Gocket'. The Hebrew worektis com- but we carknow how it was done when
The same argument is used by many tmosed of aleph and tav, the first and lashe temple stood. Leviticus 16:29-34
dismiss any kind of star observance—it itetters of the Hebrew alphabet. This wordlearly states that the high priest was to
linked to astrology. Genesis 1:14 tells us more like an acronym, saying that “inperform the Day of Atonement ceremony
that the sun would be used to determirthe beginning God created everythin@nceeach year. If Israelites each observed
seasons, days and years, so we should freim A to Z.” the calendar individually, they would
be afraid to use it for that purpose. Alva Nelms was not a scheduledoccasionally be a day or a month off.
We do have to credit Turner withspeaker, but during an extended panel diSome will claim that Israel was such a
developing a calendar system that wouldussion session she asked if she could psnall country that there would be no sig-
be observable in essentially the samsent her understanding of the calendar amificant variation in moon observation,
manner all over the Earth. He even pointwas given time to do so. Most everyonéut both science and actual practice con-
ed out some interesting prophetic implicawanted to hear it and Lawrence Maayefirm otherwise. To prove it, ask a friend
tions: “Now a great sign appeared irpermitted her to do so. She presented heho lives 50 to 100 miles away to write
heaven: a woman clothed with the surgpinions very well, though we had to takelown each month, the days he sees the
with the moon under her feet, and on hagreat exception to some of them. Shérst crescent, the full moon, and the last
head a garland of twelve stars” (Rewstarted with a list of requirements that sherescent for a full year. Keep similar
12:1). Some people believe that this refethought the Eternal’'s calendar should satecords yourself and see if your records
to a time when both the sun and moon aisfy. Two points were “Must be simpledisagree. Clouds, elevation, distance and
visible in the constellation Virgo (the vir- enough for a shepherd to understand” are/en human forgetfulness can cause you
gin). With Turner’s calendar system, thiSMust not have fragmented time periods.to have different results.
event will occur on a holy dayhe prob- We took exception to that because it is not The year began when the priests said it
lem with his system is that there are no in the Bible nor is it verified by history. did, because they were the ones proclaim-
clear scriptures or history that tellusto  The Eternal could have set the Earth aridg the holy days and offering the required
use it. Josephus makes a reference to thidoon in perfectly circular and flat orbits, sacrifices. If a person in ancient Israel
Israelites leaving Egypt when the “Surmade their periods of revolution and rotaebserved the calendar correctly when the
was in Aries” (a constellation), but hetion exact multiples of each other, angbriests were wrong, would he be able to
does not say that was how they detedone many other things to simplify calenhave the holy day ceremonies performed
mined the start of the year—nor does héar calculations. But He did not—He leftfor him according to his calendar observa-
mention the “moon in Taurus”. it rather complicated. tion? No, the law contained no such pro-
Michael Turner was very open to Nelms advocated using the last visibl@ision. The days were to be proclaimed,
other calendar ideas and intended to keepescent for starting a month. It is seeand the people were to assemble (Lev
on studying them. just before sunset, rather than just befo23:2.4.37). This does not mean that the
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priests were dictators or some kind oévery case there is a description of what following take place:
hierarchical rulers. Their authority washe people are doing that He hates. 1) We are completely convinced that
limited to certain temple and judgmentalhere is no scripture that specifically sayanother system is the one that the Eternal
functions, one of which was blowing thethe Eternal hates these Feasts becausss intended and it is His will that believ-
trumpets to proclaim the days: they are being kept on the wrong day. Ters use that system.

The sons of Aaron, the priests,
shall blow the trumpets ; and
these shall be to you as an ordi-
nance forever throughout your
generations.... Also in the day of
your gladness, in your appointed
feasts, and at the beginning of
your months , you shall blow the
trumpets over your burnt offerings
and over the sacrifices of your
peace offerings; and they shall be
a memorial for you before your
God: | am the Lorp your God

the contrary, we find one of the greatest 2) An inexpensive book is written
Passovers in the Bible kept by Hezekiabxplaining the new calendar so the aver-
one month late and twice as long as thege person can understand it and also
Eternal commanded (2Chr 30:2,23). understand why all other calendar systems
Should we reject everything the Jewsire not correct. Without such a writing, it
teach because of their many sins? Whaiill be difficult to teach the new system to
do we do about teaching from Christiara large number of people.
or even modern-day Sabbath-keeping 3) An effort is made to contact a
leaders who have sinned? Do we rejectihajority of holy-day-keeping groups and
all or do we pick what is good? The Oldask them to consider the new calendar
Testament was maintained for thousandsystem.. It would be a mistake to try to
of years by sinning Jewish scribes—ndiorce anyone to keep certain days, but if a
by spirit-filled believers. Minor errors new calendar is obviously right, at least

(Num10:8,10). and imperfections have entered the masome other spirit-led, open-minded, holy-

Nearly everyone who came to the condscripts, but all that we need to be savathy-keeping people should be able to
ference seemed willing to keep whateveand to grow is there. Is it difficult to understand it and agree with it.
calendar system was necessary to pledselieve that the Eternal may have When Israel was a single nation, any
their Creator. That is a wonderful attitudehllowed His calendar be maintained bgalendar system would work—even an
Is the Eternal testing us to see how marthe same people in a similar fashion8bserved one—as long as it was commu-
hundreds or thousands of hours we afEhe Hebrew calendar now has error, nicated to everyone in the country.
willing to pour into calendar research—ombut it is sufficient for Jews and Making an advance reservation at an inn
is he interested in how we are going t&hristians alike to meet together for for two days before Atonement was not a
cooperate with each other? Cannot all dhe holy days and learn the essential problem—the inn-keeper would know
those who attended this conference, lidessons from them. exactly when Atonement was. Since the
tened to its tapes, or read related articles If we do not know exactly how theJews and other holy-day-keepers live
be confident in the day of judgment thaEternal intended for the calendar to benixed among other cultures, is it possible
we will be able to say that we did what wekept, is it better for us to keep our own that the well-publicized fixed Hebrew cal-
could to find the truth, but the truth wagrobably-wrong calendar with only a endar is an act of the Eternal's mercy?
simply not yet clearly revealed. few brethren, or to keep the Jewish (“Well publicized” means that there have

The main purpose for the holy daygprobably-wrong calendar that the been Jews in nearly every country keep-
that we see in scripture are the offering ahajority of other brethren keep? ing it.) It gives us a unified way to keep
sacrifices, the joyous assembling of the Of all the research at the conferencehe holy days without the need for contin-
brethren, and the praise of our Father. Ottterb Solinsky's seemed by far the mosial contact with a central Jewish or
Savior fulfilled the sacrifice part, but thethorough to us. We think it is possible thaChristian hierarchyl hroughout history,
latter two aspects continue. It is hard foHerb Solinsky's research accuratelynost people did not possess enough
the Body of Christ to come together on theeflects the Biblical calendar—that it ismathematical skills to calculate any
holy days if they are using a dozen onot in conflict with any scriptures or reli-fixed calendar system by themselves.
more different calendar$he priests had able history. We need to study it mordBut observed calendars make the precise
the authority to blow the trumpets to before we can make up our own mindscheduling of future dates impossible.
proclaim the days when the temple was Unfortunately, it is not available in anWith the fixed Hebrew calendar, a person
standing. Who has that authority easy-to-read format. Solinsky has huncan make an advance hotel reservation for
today? We can find no Biblical evidence dreds of pages of research and notes thaio days before Atonement by asking for
or history showing that calendar authorithe is compiling, but it will be some time“October 9th”. It is nearly impossible to
ever existed in the true church. Yet, wéefore the book he plans to write is readprganize a Feast in a large facility if you
find millions of Jews spread around théVe will notify Servants’ Newseaders cannot tell its manager what day the Feast
world keeping an imperfect calendar, yetvhen it is available. will begin.
all assembling together on the same days. Obviously, each believer must live by We hope this article will encourage

In our estimation, the main problemwhat they are convicted of (Rom 14:23)everyone to study calendar systems and to
among the Jews today is much the santéowever, we all should not let anyonanake a decision based on their under-
as it is among Christians: they do not livescare us into believing that we will bestanding of the scriptures and available
by the little bit of scripture that they know,cursed for keeping “the wrong holy days'history. Servants’ Newsvill continue to
and they have little interest in learningvhen we do not have a clear, Biblicalist Feast sites for all calendar systems.
more. Their main problem is not the understanding of what are the “rightWe hope brethren will continue to regard
keeping of holy days at the wrong time. days.” each other as brethren no matter what cal-
The Bible tells us that the Eternal says The Edwards do not plan to deparéndar system they use.
“I hate your feast days”, but in almost from the Jewish calendar until all of the —Norman S. Edwards

Jan/Feb 1997 Page 7



News from

o &Local
7 Congregations

i . 4) Your interest in participating in400 paid and unpaid ministers) March 8-11
sprmg PeaSt GEt Together communal meals at the central lodga Louisville, Kentucky. The UCG-AIA

Come to the Lake of the Ozarks foFhat would include doing your share adoes not have funds to pay for ministers to
fellowship and learning during the Feagtaying, preparing, eating and cleanirigavel this year, so the men must find their
of Unleavened Bread. A get-togethaip. (You can participate in shared mealswn way. This is in great contrast to last year
will be held Friday evening, April 25 toeven though you may choose to stay inndoen over $700,000 was spent bringing all
Monday evening, April 28 (the Last Daynotel. Restaurants are 8 miles away). ministers and wives to the conference.

of Unleavened Bread, Hebrew calen- For more information contact: Finances will be a big item on the agen-
dar). Everyone is invited. The purposes John and Debbie Sash da. The UCG was $3 million over budget
are to provide fellowship, express ideas, RR 3 Box 327 for 1996, mostly due to increased office
hear others’ ideas, create new friend- Eldon, Missouri, 65026 staff salaries, ministers salaries, additional
ships, and take a small vacation. 573-392-1673 benefits for salaried people and retirement
Currently planned presenters include paid to former WCG ministers. It has

Ray Daly, Norman Edwards, John i _ it become clear that there may not be enough
Merritt, Dannel Roberts, John Sash.IIRGGOG mrectm‘y znd Hdltlon money to do any significant Gospel-

Anyone else interested in making a short The second edition of the Livingoreaching—and maybe not enough money
presentation is welcome to do so. Room Church of God Directoryto pay the ministry. Plans to save money by
The get-together will be held at théLRCOG Directory) is now available.cutting salaries or by laying off ministers
State Park Campground. The main hdlhe new directory has 65 entries. Copi@sll also be discussed. Ministers will cer-
is a fully heated stone and wood struare available fromServants’ Newsor tainly ask for fulfillment of the
ture that will seat 150 people. It has fulldirectly from the directory producers. Ifndianapolis conference promise to reveal
equipped restaurant-style kitchen and glbu would like a copy or would like tothe 5 highest executive salaries.
necessary eating utensils. There alist your group in the directory, please How to preach the Gospel will be
about 25 unheated rustic cabins spreadntact: Robert Bodkin, 11913-93rd NEnother issue. In visits to local church
out on a wooded peninsula around th&03, Kirkland, WA 98034. areas, David Hulme, UCG-AIA president,
lake. Each cabin has four twin beds with has clearly stated that he would prefer all
3" mattresses—bring your own linens or i ; ; telecasts and literature come from UCG
sleeping bag. There are modern bath—su' Gallful‘ma Home Pelluwshlp headquarters—local congregations should
rooms with showers within easy walk- Ray Wooten, Pastor of the United not work independently. The last issue of
ing distance. The best thintpe cost is Church of God, Birmingham and foundethe In-Transition newspaper contained an
only $1 per day per person. of United Christian Ministries will be excellent article on a successful local tele-
If “roughing-it” does not appeal tospeaking at special Southern Californid@sion Gospel preaching effort that was
you, there are heated cabins only abdtdbdme Fellowship services. They will béalted by UCG headquarters until an appro-
a mile away for $30 to $40 per night. Aeld at the Fullerton Day’s Inn on Marclpriate “media policy” could be put into
newer campground, about 3 miles awaggth, 7:30 PM, and March 29th, 10:30 AMffect. Some members were amazed that
has hook-ups for RV’s. Eight milesand 2:30 PM. Call Dale and Rosemare UCG spent $93,000 on a trip to Israel to
away, there are a great variety of moteftogner for more details: 714-730-3561. shoot video footage without a “media poli-
(and numerous restaurants and commer- cy” or any place to air the program.
cial attractions). , The issue of governance will be raised:
There is no fee for attending the get- S” Vaﬂts NHWS on the web what recourse do fired ministers and disfel-
together. Everyone is welcome to share Most Servants’ Newsissues and lowshipped members have? Should there be
the hiking trails, sand volleyball courtsome of our literature is now availablgore central or local control? Hulme has
boat docks, etc. If you intend to com&n the worldwide web. Internet userstated that he and his staff are entrusted with

please contact the Eldon, Missouri coan access the following URL: all administrative decisions. It is the job of
gregation so they can plan—fifty peoplehttp://www.best.com/~oasis7/sn/snews.htm  the Council of Elders to make policies, butin
are already planning to come. They the absence of such policies, Hulme’s deci-
would like to know: ucu Gemral cﬂnfﬂ'eme sions stand. One such issue was recent

1) The dates you plan to be there. changes to tithing doctrines. Some asked
2) The number of adults and chil- The United Church of God, Anwhy this doctrinal change was not consid-
dren who will be coming with you. International Associationis scheduled to ered by the whole conference as required by
3) The number of cabins you needhold its General Conference of Elders (ovée constitution. The answer? They decided
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it was not a “doctrinal change” but awill not the Eternal hold all of uscapable of serving many more. Their
“administrative change”. Will all futureaccountable for whether we give to annual budget is about one hundredth of
changes be classified “administrative™?  fruitful organization or to one that bearthe size of Ambassador University. The
little fruit? How can brethren decide tdBLC was able to start because a few
i i itwd whom they should give unless the organdividuals committed themselves to
contmue Ambassador umvers“y' nization provides detailed informatiorseeing it through. However, if present
Ambassador University in Bigon what they are doing with theigrowth in students and contributors con-
Sandy, Texas announced that they withoney? (For a Biblical study of givinginues, it will be self-sufficient in two or
close down their campus and offer it faand tithing, please ask for our papethree years. Their biggest advantage is
sale after the completion of the Springow Do We Give to the Eternal?) that they can serve a great number of
1997 semester. The reasons given were For those hoping to raise money tS8abbath-keeping brethren—both college
essentially financial. AU was dependettiiuy AU, we would like you to considerstudents and older generations. You may
on a continual subsidy from theeality. How well have other “joint ven-receive a free catalog by writing:
Worldwide Church of God, which thatures” among the various “Church ofnternational Biblical Learning Center
organization is no longer able to afford50d” groups worked? Most of thes& Berean Way, Hawkins, Texas 75765
This is the latest in a series of financigiroups discourage members from Email: IBLC@AOL.COM
conservation measures, which includedtending meetings of inter-Sabbatarian
the selling of the youth magazine, chargrganizations like Friends of the i
ing for the Plain Truth magazine, reducabbath Most do not want their mem- sabbath Gampel‘s Pellowshlp
tions in ministry and headquarters staffiers to go to any combined Sabbath ser- The Sabbath Campers’ Fellowship
and encouraging members to again tithdce, or even a picnic with other Sabbalesires to act as a hand that reaches
We have received letters from twdarian congregations. If multiple organiacross all barriers of men and organiza-
groups, and have heard of others, interations supported AU in the futuretions and doctrinal differences to cele-
ested in attempting to continuavould men from each organization takierate the things that we share in com-
Ambassador University. Some grougsirns conducting services, or would theon—faith in God, obedience to Him
want to use legal means to get control chmpus have separate Sabbath servie@sl the Sabbath—to name a few. We
the assets of AU under the theory th&ar each church organization? Wouldncourage tolerance, godly love and
the land was donated for a college arstudents be allowed to date studerpgace allowing God's Holy Spirit to
the buildings were built with tithefrom other church organizations? join us as brethren.
money dedicated for that purpose. Other While these may seem like petty Once again, we are preparing to
groups want to get people to pledgguestions, they are real ones that meatke plans for the 1997 Sabbath
money to purchase the property. organizations cannot answer. And €ampers’ Fellowship campouts. There
The Servants’ Newstaff is happy to these organizations cannot cooperate was tremendous interest expressed in
see people taking initiative and trying tthese issues in which little money 18996 and participation from brethren in
provide a place where young people camvolved, how can they cooperate oather areas of the United States.
get a education in a Sabbatarian en@emething that involves millions of dol- We hope that many brethren, whether
ronment. However, we believe thadars? Nearly all of the WCG-splinteiindependent or affiliated with an organi-
efforts to raise money to legally gaigroups are in financial trouble rightation will feel free to participate! The
control of AU or to buy it will be a now—none can contribute in a big wagasual and informal atmosphere of the
waste of time and money that could e a college. Even if they had theampground is an excellent place to fel-
better used to preach the Gospel or hetpney, how would they decide whabwship and show love one to another.
others in a positive way. was each group’s fair share? Will they If you do not wish to camp
While it is unfortunate that millionshappily allow members to give a subsvernight, but would like to join us for
of dollars in assets are not being ussthntial portion of their tithes or offerSabbath services and/or fellowship,
for the purpose that the donors intendedgs directly to the college? Ask theiplease feel free to come on any of the
we must realize that most brethren galheadquarters if you do not know. scheduled camp days.
their money on the basis that they were For young people seeking a college If you would like to be added to our
“tithing to God” and that once thesducation, we gave some recommendaailing list, we will keep you informed
church organization had the monetions on page 10 of the July 199@bout all of our campouts.
they could do whatever they wanteBervants’ Newd-or individuals seeking —Al and Jeanne Raines
with it. Even when contributions wereBible education, there are a number 6#15 Torrey Rd., Flint, Michigan 48507-
given to the building fund, the organizagood tape ministries available for little8811 Tel: 810-232-2288, Fax: 810-232-
tions rarely ever gave any writteexpense. For class-room style coursg562, E-mail: weeder@kode.net
promise as to exactly what the moneyith videos and workbooks, we recom-
would be used for and for how longmend the International Biblical
Hopefully, brethren will learn from thisLearning Center(IBLC). They are less songs fol' PeaSt Hymnal
mistake and not repeat it. Today, mostan one year old, but already have Rita Rector is putting together a
brethren realize that they have a choiedout a dozen courses taught primariyymnal for the 1997 Feast of
as to which organization they will giveby former Ambassador College teachrabernacles. She would like to make
in order to help do the Eternal's workers. They have over 200 students and a@ines hymnal available to any of the
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groups that would be interested in usirgerbert Armstrong or his organizationarasting what they were listening to with
it—each group could make their owstructure, and believe the PCG could dothe understanding they already possessed.
copies. Anyone wishing to submit songsetter job using their own or other freely Many remarked on the high standard
for the hymnal is encouraged to do savailable material. However, there havef scholarship demonstrated by most of
There must not be any copyright restribeen a number of recent cases where pdoe speakers. Most left with their
tions on the songs: personally composeté have been introduced to Bible trutknowledge increased, as well as an
music and old, out-of-copyrightfrom hierarchical organizations, then upoapsurge in devotion to and enthusiasm
favorites are the most likely candidatefurther Bible study decided to attend with Bor God’s Sabbath. This flowed over in
Please contact Rita at: 3802 Olive Stipn-hierarchical Sabbath-keeping group.an increased devotion to God’s way in
Texarkana, TX 75503, 903-792-1352. general—and even the (very few) critics

| 1a would have to agree that this is a valu-
Death of 2 Friend Friends of the Sabbath, Australia g

able addition to any congregation.
In April 1997, theFriends Of The  The first conference focused on the
Elinor Fransson, 56, of TonasketSabbathconference series is coming t&abbath day itself covering many
Washington, died suddenly of a braiAustralia! For those of you who alreadgspects—from history to the many spiri-
aneurism on Feb. 15, 1997. During tHenow and value these conferences, thel lessons it holds. The coming confer-
last several months, she had willingly voletails are at the end of this article. Fence will also look at the Sabbath, but it
unteered her time and energy proofreaiihe others, a short history to give a littlill also address other issues, topics like
ing Servants’ NewsShe had previousbackground. the annual Holy Days, the Kingdom of
journalism experience with a newspaper In July 1996, the first ever such consod or prophecy. However, all speakers
in Olympia, Washington, and proved to bierence came to Australia. The confewill be aware of the interdenominational
a great help to us. The Franssons movexces are organised by tReends Of character of the congregation they will
from Alaska a little over a year ago andlhe Sabbatkvhich presents speakers ohe addressing, so it is unlikely that they
attended the United Church of God Feasttopic common to allFriends Of The will be willing to hurt instead of help any
site in Hawaii last October. In NovembeBabbathis an organisation dedicated tothers’ spiritual growth.
1996, she used thBervants’ Newsscat- promoting “the Sabbath day as a sign to DETAILS FOR THIS YEAR:
tered brethren contact” facility to reachll Christians, to teach its holiness and to Keynote Speakers:
out to other brethren in her area (see Selpting about mutual understanding and Dr Bryan Ball, President of the South
Oct 1996 issue). Survivors include hdnarmony between SabbatariaRacific Division of the SDA Church and
husband, Lennart, four adult childrerChurches, groups and fellowships&uthor of “The English Connection” and
three adult step-children, and 12 grandthey have a goal of fostering undefThe Seventh Day Men”.
children. Servants’ Newsxtends grati- standing and building bridges between Ron Dart independent Church of
tude and sincerest regards to the family thfe various Sabbath-keeping denomin&od evangelist, presenter on the “Born
Elinor Fransson, and respectfully agrdeons. The organisation specificallfo Win” radio program, and Director of
with her husband’s encouraging remastates that it isot to be a church, but toChristian Educational Ministries based
that “she was a super-woman, but her ra@main a neutral organisation sharing tfire the USA.
is over—I guess the rest of us still haviellowship of other Sabbath-keepers. It Melvin Rhodes,founder of Anchor
things to learn.” is not controlled by any church, nor is Magazine, a ministry for recovering
exclusive in it's approach to speakers. homosexuals and pastor of United
i This first conference was a mileston€hurch of God—AIA congregations in
PGG Repl'lnts M}’Stﬂ'y 0f ﬂlﬂ Agﬂs in many ways. It was the first interdekLansing & Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA.
In the February 1997 Philadelphimominational conference of Sabbath- A video on the East European
Trumpet magazine, Philadelphia Church &feepers in Australian history. It was alsBabbatarians by Victor Kubik, mem-
God founder Gerald Flurry announced thée firstFriends Of The Sabbattonfer- ber of the Council of Elders, United
they would be giving away free copies ognce held outside the USA. Church of God (an International
Herbert Armstrong’s last bookjystery of Many Sabbath-keepers have bedsssociation).
the Ages-though the Worldwide Churchfeeling the isolation and perhaps a level of Dates/detailsBrisbane: 5-6 April,
of God is suing him for copyright viola-persecution in a world without the truth of07) 3344 5283Sydney: 12-13 April,
tion. Flurry feels the first seven years of hi§od's Sabbath Day. Some have felt th2) 9457 8428;Melbourne: 19-20
mission were to warn the church througtiney alone are keeping this commandmefpril, (03) 9878 9166.
his book Malachi's Message He now of God. For Australia this feeling was You may also write to one of these
believes he must preach the Gospel to thmashed by this first conference. Sonaeldresses if you are interested in attend-
world by distributing Armstrong’s bookattended with a skeptical attitude, bumg: Friends of the Sabbath, Australia,
“to the largest audience possible.” almost everyone there possessed a WiBPO Box 864, Sydney 2001 or PO Box
The PCG now has over 5000 memberisigness to learn more about somethiffg Beerburrum, QLD 4517.
70 TV stations airing his program, and hakey all felt was precious—God’s Sabbath Donations are gratefully received.
spent over $12 million on air time. We ar®ay. | doubt that anyone left agreeinBlease make any cheques out to:
happy to see Mr. Flurry’s decision to begiwith every speaker. If nothing else, this Briends of the Sabbath, Australia, GPO
preaching the Gospel to the world at large. healthy indication of the way everyonBox 864, Sydney 2001.
We do not agree with his overemphasis distened—actively comparing and con- —Peter King @3
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QUESTIONS REGARDING:
Common Law Marriage

Servants’ News received this lettetions listed above.

labor (adding that amount up, would total

raising several good questions regarding ReEsPoNse: No, The November 1996to quite a sum!!)

the December, 1996
“Marriage & Divorce”.

January 23, 1997
Norm,

| read your article discussing why we
should return to marriage without state
license, since no biblical mandate can be
found to support this practice. Well,,,, |
could write a book on this, but | want to
get this letter faxed today.

1) Since our society is set up giving
legal approval, and often nonapproval, to
“‘common law” type marriages, in
instances such as medical, social securi-
ty, military benefits, pensions etc., it would
be a disservice to one’s spouse (which
usually disadvantages the woman) to
even suggest today that a woman be put
in such a circumstance. For example, a
friend of mine has lived with a man for the
past 23 years. He had been in the military,
and was drawing a hefty monetary bene-
fit due to having a service-connected
injury. He just died January 3, 1997.
Since the couple was not legally married,
and our military services do not accept
common law marriages as legal mar-
riages, guess how much of that military
pension my friend is going to receive?
You guessed it! A goose egg $00000.
Since the man is biblically admonished to
provide for his wife, in many cases due to
the society in which we live, if there is no
legal marriage, there will be no provision
in case of his demise. When she could
have been provided for by his pension,
she will now have to work indefinitely to
support herself, which will be at “minimum
wage.” Would you want to leave a wife in
this position? (If those who really feel this
way are really serious, then they should
get a divorce, and re-commit to one
another without the civil contract!)

My question is: Why should a “believ-
er” opt out of providing for his wife in his
circumstances, wherein the heathen
neighbor who is legally married, under the
same conditions as related above, would
leave his wife well provided for receiving
a $2500.00+ pension per month. Paul
gives us an example how we can use the
law to our advantage, in which case a
“legal” marriage would do, in the condi-
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issue articl&§ervants’ Newsnarriage article was not

REsPoONSE: Actually, paying a bride
suggesting that men have no civil respoprice is not a bad idea, though it cannot be
sibility to their wives. The article was sugeone today unless both husband and wife
gesting that individuals write their owragree to it. Jacob worked seven years
marriage agreement rather than relying @ach for two wives, but that seems rather
the State to bind (and perhaps later kigh. Fifty shekels seems to be a more
unbind) their marriage. common bride price (Deut 22:29). There
There are certainly many legal issuese a number of advantages to the bride-
to look into, such as property ownershimrice system.
survivor’s benefits and child custody. The a) In the Old Testament, women
simplest thing for a couple to do is tessentially became part of their husband’s
obtain a state marriage license in additidgamily—they were counted as part of the
to their agreement. However, states do ratsband’s tribe. Sons were responsible
always do a very fair job of administerindor taking care of their elderly parents. If
these things either. Also, laws vary great couple had mostly daughters, receiving
ly from state to state. the bride-price for each one would help
We have not surveyed the laws dbke care of them in their later years.
every state, but we have heard of a few b) A bride would be assured that her
cases where individuals have used a cdnisband was capable of supporting a
tract for marriage and the courts have cofamily. If the man earns enough to save
sidered it a legal marriage—the same asifoney for the bride price, then he should
a license were obtained. There are othge earning enough to support a family
ways to achieve a “common law marafter the marriage. Quick marriages of
riage” than just living together for a lengtfinancially irresponsible men would be
of time. Some of these methods will giveliminated.
a wife as good or even better protection if ¢) Women would be encouraged to
her husband divorces her. We feel the besay virgins because their families would
solution is for the couple to think out whaget little or no bride price if they were not.
should happen if they divorce. The courts d) Men would be highly encouraged
generally uphold prenuptial (pre-marno think about the long-time aspects of
riage) agreements if they determine thatarriage rather than just the bed-time
both parties understood what they wesspects of marriage. Most men will not
signing. A marriage contract can be legadpend a large amount of money on some-
ly recorded and serve as a prenuptidding that they are not very serious about.
agreement. If a woman or man finds their LETTER CONTINUES:
prospective mate unwilling to make writ- 3). If you had a daughter that is
ten commitments about financial matteraped, let's not go to the civil authorities
before marriage, they really need to thinfkemember, they didn't do that in the
about whether they want to marry this peBible), let's just make him marry her or
son. pay a fine! This would also mean, that if
One of the biggest problems marriages man raped a widow or divorced
face today is the lack of planning for ecavoman, (this could be an older widow in
nomic and legal realities on the part ahe church or a divorced sister), there
both husbands and wives. We do not haweuld be no civil recourse because he
the time or experience to investigate all dfd not violated any male’s rights, (i.e.,
the marriage, inheritance, pension, artie was not under the authority of any
other related laws in all 50 states. But peman not being a wife, so the union was
ple who are getting married should knowot adulterous, and she was not a vir-
something about the laws that affect themin!, just recently ran across this infor-
LETTER CONTINUES: mation in a book I'm reading on Jewish
2). While we are revisiting these mar- law from a local synagogue, there was
riage laws, let's say that the man “pay” no legal penalty for rape of women of
for his bride with hard cash or 7 years of Continued on page 28
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“Passover” from page 1 can do it in the second month if they arple” that were prepared and keep a
see: “You are not permitted to offer theon a trip or “unclean” (Num 9:10-13).Passover by themselves? They could
passover sacrifice within any of yourFor the other holy days, a person whbave used the law in Numbers 9:13 to
towns that the &rp your God is giving misses the service or sacrifices has rfout off” all the other people who did not
you. But at the place that thekp your “second chance” to observe them. come in time.But Hezekiah was not
God will choose as a dwelling for his We understand that “physicalinterested in exalting himself and a
name, only there shall you offer theuncleanness” is a representation déw other “righteous.” He was interest-
passover sacrifice....” “spiritual uncleanness” or overt sin ined in helping all the Israelites to repent
All of this makes sense if the Eternabur lives. It was not some exact 24-houand keep the Passover (2Chr 30:5-11).
intended the Passover to be a tabernagieriod that was the most important parMany people laughed at Hezekiah’s
sacrifice from the beginning—the firstlf a person missed the Passover, he coutdlls for repentance, but that did not stop

Passover had to be different becaugmrticipate in the second. him. So others could comethé king
there was no tabernacle built yet! Beside the difficulty in determining and his leaders and all the congrega-
which day and time to celebrate Passovdipn in Jerusalem had agreed to keep
The Right Attitude Is More we have the additional difficulty of deter-the Passover in thesecond month”
Important than “On Time.” mining when to start each month and yeg2Chr 30:2).
Of all the appointed days that the(see theCalender Conferencarticle in It doesn’t say that the Eternal told

Eternal has giverthe Passover is the this issue). The Eternal is not speakinthem to change it, it says tigeople
only one where the Eternal has pro- directly to us about these things today, butecided to. How can men decide to
vided for a “second chance”.People is speaking “with stammering lips andchange a Holy Day? The “irregularities”
another tongue” (Is 28:11). We mustlid not stop there. Some people were not
A 6'0 attempt to understand His truth from twoproperly sanctified to kill their own
D@Qlf bo oo and three-thousand-year-old writings in &ambs—so the Levites helped with that.
language which does not allow exaoDthers ate the Passover unsanctified.
word for word translation. We must alsd'...But Hezekiah prayed for them, say-
. deal with the fact that thousands of peang, ‘May the good brb provide atone-
rarelr): rr;)entlorrlled.bWehdo i !(nw ple have written or spoken on these sulrent for everyonewho prepares his
Etuc ? ogt d g.r’ Uit Elljjt N ejects and disagreed on many significariteart to seek God, theokp God of his

Y Elilel @ ERIISEBI D @ e gpoints. fathers, thoughhe is not cleansed
L have been. truly awgsome. In How does the Eternal treat peopl@ccording to the purification of the sanc-
anC|e"nt Is.rat—fjl,bchltldr.en ofhkmgs IZV 1€ who want to keep the Passover, but mayary.” And the IlorDp listened to
Ezgé,%é?és& 03;,[;;"“?#;%5&),,' IS not know how to do everything the wayHezekiah and healed the people” (2Chr

Abi or Ati))i'ah as sghe s a'l He would like i.t? What do you do if you30:18-20).
called, (2Kn sJ 18:2' 2Chr 29:1) Wh have not studied thg subject enough to Eyen though the Law does not
the déu hte% of iéchariah .an be absolutely convicted o_f Wha't yo.uspecmcally say to do so, the people kept
IsraelitegKin who was rﬁurder d shquld QO? We have an _enllghtenln'g sit full seven days of un'leavened' bread in
after six mon%hs of rulershi (2Kn S uation like this recorded in 2 Chronicleghe secondmonth—using the time to
15:8-11). Her husband Wasp Ahaz an29 and 30. Hezekiah became king anach the knowledge of the Eternkl.
evill Kin .in Judah (2Chr 28'22-29" ) immediately set about to begin restoringvent so well, that the whole assembly
Itis unl?kel that Ahaz ever. arran. | the.true worship. He did not start bydecided to keep another seven days.
for his sor¥ Hezekiah. to have 9 writing a long paper on the law or aAnother man-que change to the
instruction i’n the wa (’)f the Eterly“master plan” for restoring every dgtallhqu days!What did t_he Eternal thlnk of
Even with these d%fficulties A'. of the temple worship. He took actionthis? “Then the priests, the Levites,

: ’ He had the Levites sanctify themselvearose and blessed the people, and their
managed to teach Hezekla_h SO MUCL NG the temple. He had the templgoice was heard; and their prayer came
respehct f?rrt]he Epernalﬁhat in the St cleaned up. He set up the singers angb to His holy dwelling place, to heav-
quon;n tg re-li?\s:ﬁlqucg’ theetr\Lljlgc\)/\r/glsz >|’ musicians to sing praises to the Eternaén” (2Chr 30:27).

g to destrov the fal i 1'"P He sacrificed many animals as a symbol The message of this chapter is that
an OI ezssroly € asehre |g|.on. € of thanks. He followed the law to thethe Eternal honors our good intentions
\II_V:\?itgg X/vho' \}vgzs“n?jgtr]iﬁ prr'fi!r?qt gr best of his ability, but when there weravhen we have a lack of understanding or

h " but it pH g h 1° not enough priests to handle all the saare not able to keep His law. A thorough
¢ af‘ge’d ;]J : Wa?] e_ze 1a rifices according to the law, “theirstudy of all the Scriptures, history and
mo:tal\va:]e iz f(2hC r29.3-4).. brethren the Levites helped them” (2Charguments relating to the Passover can
will t}et :btlgnt% oheta;e;\%si’:rrsetgtloné | € 29:34). _ take'hundreds of hours. For some peo-
¢ ve her this trib r%/ d When the Passover time came, theide, it may take years for them to com-
or now, we give ner this tbute, apd e il not enough sanctified priestsplete that study. For some people it may
pray thaththe Eternal ng continue fo -4 most of the nation of Judah had netot be the most important thing they
IEpITE Gl SiEiE el men 'i “gathered to Jerusalem (2Chr 30:3). Whéiave to study. People who believe “God
erfully's.tand up fpr Al 1 th? facg did Hezekiah do? Did he decide to gednly works through one man at a time”
opposition as Abi and Hezekiah dig together with only the “righteous peo-probably need to study government in
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the Bible. Otherwise, they can nevethe day) to the 21day at evening. the firstborn were slain. However, was
grow beyond the understanding of their We know that the children of Israelthis a command that the Eternal gave to
leader—who may be too busy to studystayed in their houses while the deatoses? We have the original words that
People who have a mate threatening &ngel passed at midnight (v 29). Exactlthe Eternal spoke to Moses in Exodus
divorce them probably need to studyhen did they leave? The Eternal told.1:4-8. The Eternal told Moses the exact

marriage more than they need to studyloses when they would leave—twice: time of the firstborn slaying (midnight),

the timing of the Passovéfou can par-
ticipate in Passover services this year bring yet one more plague on Pharach
and not feel guilty if you do not under-  and on Egypt. Afterward he will let you
stand many of the technical aspects of go from here. When he lets you go, he
its chronology. will surely drive you out  of here alto-
This does not mean that a “good atti- gether (Ex 11:1).

tude” is a license to ignore the Bible. And all these your [Pharoah's] ser-
When David first decided to bring the vants shall come down to me and bow
Ark of the Covenant back, he allowed it down to me, saying, “Get out, and all
to be carried in a cart (2Sam 6). He the people who follow you!” After that
seemed to be in a good attitude—he had will go out ..." (Ex 11:8).

And the Lorp said to Moses, “I will

but Moses did not repeat that to the peo-
ple. Instead, he said: “And none of you
shall go out of the door of his house until
morning.” Why?

We must remember that these were a
people who did not have clocks—and
probably very few windows. Their only
means to tell when it was midnight was
to go outside and look at the moon—
exactly what hedid not want them to
do. Rather than give a complex set of

instruments ready and was praising the This prophecy of the Eternal was fulinstructions or risk losing the lives of
Eternal. Yet he failed to have the Levitefilled exactly. We see the sequence gfeople who would miscalculate mid-

carry the Ark on their shoulders as pretheir journey in Exodus 12:33-37:
scribed in Numbers 4:5-12. He may  And the Egyptians urged the peo-
have used a cart because the Philistinegle, that they might send them out of
sent the Ark back in a cart—but what the the land in haste. For they said, “We
Eternal accepted from the Philistines shall all be dead.” ** Now the children
was not the same as what He accepteaf Israel had done according to the
from Israel—Israel knew the Law and word of Moses, and they had asked
had Levites—the Philistines did not. from the Egyptians articles of silver,
This mistake cost Uzzah his life when he articles of gold, and clothing. * And the
touched the ark contrary to the law. Lorp had given the people favor in
Later, David realized the mistake and the sight of the Egyptians, so that they
did not repeat it. granted them what they requested.

As Hezekiah was diligent to reinstall Thus they plundered the Egyptians. ¥
the Levites as teachers of the Law, soThen the children of Israel journeyed
must we never become complacent infrom Rameses to Succoth, about six
our current knowledge. It is unlikely that hundred thousand men on foot,
Hezekiah's second Passover departechesides children.

night and loose their firstborn by being
outside, he simply told them to stay in
their houses until morning. When it was
time to leave Egypt, he simply gave
them a new command that replaced his
old command. We can see another simi-
lar example of a “temporary command”
in these verses:
But Moses said to the people, “Do

not be afraid, stand firm, and see the

deliverance that the Lorp will accom-

plish for you today; for the Egyptians

whom you see today you shall never

see again. “The Lorpwill fight for you,

and you have only to keep still. ™ *

Then the Lorb said to Moses, “Why do

you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to

from the law as much as his first. When the Egyptians sent them out, go forward " (Ex 14:13-15, NRSV).
Similarly, the Eternal is merciful to us ifthey left. It was still night (Deut 16:1).  Moses did not want the Israelites to
we honestly do not know. But we musiThere was not a long period of timescatter in an effort to escape the chariots,
continue to grow in grace and knowl+equired to spoil the Egyptians here. Theo he told them twice to stand still. But
edge so that we can continually serveeference to spoiling the Egyptians is ishortly after that he passed on the
Him better. the “perfect” tense, indicating an actiorkternal's command to go forward. Did
already accomplished. The Israelitethe people say, “No, Moses, we cannot
When Was the Passover Observed In were given instructions to spoil twicego because you told us to stand still?”
the Old Testament? before (Ex 3:22,11:2). One of the item#robably not. Similarly, when the slay-
Since ancient Israel had only the Oldhey received as spoil was clothing (\ng of the firstborn was complete and the
Testament to determine when to keeP5). Where was their clothing? AlreadyEgyptians were urging the Israelites to
the Passover, the necessary informatigracked to be carried on their shouldelgave, would the Israelites say “No,
must be there. (v 34). This verse here was showing thd#loses, we cannot leave, you told us to
Read Exodus 12; note the variouthey were not going out empty handedstay inside until morning?”
points that explain the timing. To mosthe Eternal provided them compensation With the information presented here,
first-time readers it is clear: they killedfor all the years that they worked forthe time-table seems quite understand-
the lamb on the day of the month, Egyptians. able: the lamb was slain on *“the
and left Egypt that night. They were told One statement might seem to contraevening” of the 14 eaten “that night”
to eat completely dressed and ready tict the rest of the chapter. Moses told theefore midnight (the beginning of the
travel—they even had their kitcherpeople “and none of you shall go out oi5") and then the Israelites left right
utensils packed (Ex 12:11, 34). Theyhe door of his house until morning” (Exafter midnight. This is confirmed by
were told to eat unleavened bread with2:22). Why did he say this? The nexNumbers 33:3:
the Passover—they were to begin eatingerse explains—so they would be in their  They departed from Rameses in
it on the 12 day at evening (the end ofhouses with the blood on the door whenthe first month, on the fifteenth day of
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the first month; on the day after the the sacrifice—only occasionally used to the 14'are to kill the Passover and to put
Passover the children of Israel went refer to a time period. The first section obut leaven. There is no command to eat
out with boldness in the sight of all the Exodus 12 talks about the Passoveéhe Passover on the "14Today, many

Egyptians. lamb. In verse 11 we find: Jews and other Sabbath keepers say that
And thus you shall eat it [the lamb]: the Passover is the 13t is true that the
Did All the Events Related to the with a belt on your waist, your sandals Passover lamb is eaten on that day, but
Passover Occur on One Day? on your feet, and your staff in your  calling the 13 “the Passover” creates
Does this mean, then, that the hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is some confusion. Therefore, we avoid
Passover meal actually was eaten on thehe Lord's Passover. saying we believe in a “I3Passover.”

15" and that the “passing over” the Using a concordance, you can findrhe lamb was slain and prepared on the
Israelites houses also occurred on theumerous references to “kill thel4"late in the day, so we say we believe
15"? Yes it does. If you use a concorpassover,” “cook the passover,” “slayin a “late 14 Passover”. (We use the
dance and look up all the Scriptures thahe passover, “ “eat the passover,” etterm “early 14 Passover to refer to
contain the word “passover”, you will These are things done to a lamb, not tothose that believe the lamb was killed at
find that the only specific thing that was'day.” There are two Scriptures in thethe beginning of the *4just after sun-
commanded to be done on that day wad§ng James that appear to say that theet, and eaten the same day.)
to slay the lamb. The often-used expre$?assover is a “day,” but the New The “night to be much observed” (Ex
sion “keep the passover or “kept thérevised Standard Version seems to H:42, KJV), therefore, is the eating of
passover” are less than ideal translatiomsuch closer to the Hebrew in this casethe Passover meal! If not, the Eternal’s
(see Num 9 or 2Chr 30 & 35). In the first month, on the fourteenth plan was a failure because nowhere, in
The Hebrew word translated “keep” day of the month, at twilight, there  Scripture or ancient history, do we find
in these verses iasah It is a very gen-  shall be a passover offering to the  anyone keeping a “night to be much
eral word that means “to do.” When Lorp (Lev 23:5, NRSV). observed” that it not associated with eat-

Is Exodus 16:1-21 a Sabbath Day? | """

Some see the references to “the sixth day” in these verses and concluyde th
the instructions must have been given on the Sabbath so that people cou !
six days to the next “preparation day.” If so, it would have been wrong f th_e meaning of th_e Hebrew words that
Israelites to gather and prepare quail before sunset. This would then supflortYgify the time to kill the Passover. It is
idea thaben ha arbayinfwhen they ate the quail) means “twilight.” important to realize that people did not

However, there is nothing in this section that indicates it is a Sabbatff. THBVE Wrist watches for most of history,
expression “sixth day” can refer to the sixth day of the week—it does not |np d many peopl_e did not even have
a counting of days. They are not told to gather manna and quail for six dpy<IAckS: Our English words for general
a row until the following Sabbath (Ex 16:25-26). Secondly, verse 1 stateg th es of the Qay.r.eflect that. I someone
were traveling on that day—not something they would do on a Sabbath. Ffnafi¢YS they will visit you in your office
the practicality is wrong. Was the Eternal teaching them to get busy an orrow morning, we expect they
hard the minute the Sabbath was over? Also, it would be very diffic ‘%;ght come between 8 AM and noon. If

h

hen Was the Passover Killed?
he last point we would like to cover

SR

remove the feathers and gut quail without sunlight. We challenge anyon Y s_aidhthey WQUId vigithyoukat yO;JI’
processing such small birds by twilight, moon-light or fire light. me in the moming, and they knew that

The Biblical evidence thaen ha arbayiris in the afternoon is given at righft. YU had a day job, we would expect
them to come visit about 7 AM. If they

used in the context of animals, it usually ~ On the fourteenth day of the first said they were comingery early in the
has the sense of killing and preparing. It month there shall be a passover offer- morning, we might expect 2 or 3 AM.
is used in Genesis 18:7 to prepare a calfing to the Lorp (Num 28:16). Our English word “evening” is not quite
for eating. It is sometimes translated Even though the term “Passoveras extensive, butis similar; it can refer to
“sacrifice” (Ex 10:25; Lev 23:19, etc.).originally referred to the sacrifice, it wadate afternoon or into the night.
Other times, it is translated “offer” (Exalso loosely applied to the entire Feast The Hebrew words for “evening”
29:36,38,39,41; Lev 6:22, etc.). If weseason: (erev)and “morning” bogel can have a
properly read the Scriptures that say Inthe first month, on the fourteenth very broad meaning. They are first used
“keep the passover” as “do the day of the month, you shall observe in Scripture here: “So the evening and
passover” or “offer the passover,” then it the Passover, a feast of seven days; the morningwere the first day” (Gen
is much easier to understand what actu-unleavened bread shall be eaten (Ezk 1:5). “Morning” appears to be sunrise to
ally happened on the 1.4 45:21). noon, and “evening” is noon to sunset.
It also helps to understand exactly This isnot saying that the killing of There are prepositions that modédyev
how the word “passover” is used in thehe lamb commanded on the"id now in Hebrew to denote more specific
Bible. The name is derived from thedone during a 7-day feast. It is justneanings—one of which is the “end of
“passing over” the houses of theacknowledging a broader use of the terithe day.” We could find no case where
Israelites when the Egyptian firstborr'Passover”. erevmeant a dark period at thegin-
were slain (Ex 12:13). But the term in  After the Exodus, the only com-ning of a 24-hour day. The definition of
Scripture is continually used to refer tanands we find that must be observed ahe Day of Atonement, the tenth day of

Pagelf =i roo0— . . . ...__.___._.____________——————————— Jan/Feb 1997




SERVANTS NEWS
the month, clearly shows this: But supposing you did not, and decide dark outside. But large buildings with
It shall be to you a sabbath of  to determine its meaning by looking ugew windows become dark inside long
solemn rest, and you shall afflict your ~ “day” and “break” in a dictionary. You before it is dark outside. Some such

souls; on the ninth day of the month find a “Day” could be 24-hours or justbuildings require the continual burning
at evening , from evening [of the previ- the time when there is sunlight. You findof lamps in order to see inside. The only
ous day] to evening [this day], you  “break” has many meanings—mosthing we can conclude from this passage
shall celebrate your sabbath (Lev  implying the destruction or interruptionis thatben ha arbayinrmust represent a
23:32). of something. You might conclude thatime when there is at least some light

Unfortunately, there is a certain“daybreak” is the end of the sunlightoutside.
amount of confusion in the translation obecause that is when it is interrupted or In Exodus 16:12ben ha arbayim
the Hebrew expression most often usedestroyed. You might even conclude thatescribes the time that the Israelites
to give the timing of the Passover sacrit is the end of the 24-hour period, owould “eat meat”. The Eternal promised
fice. The King James Version, themidnight. This example shows the diffi-to send them quail “at evening” (Hebrew
Revised Standard Version, and mosiulty we can have trying to define aerev—Ex 16:8). There are three refer-
similar translations say: word from its etymology. Let us first seeences to “evening and morning” (Ex
..and the whole assembly of the = what we can learn about the meaning df6:6-7,8,13). These are refences to gen-
congregation of Israel shall kill it in the ben ha arbayinfrom the Scriptures.  eral time periods—similar to Genesis 1.
evening (Ex 12:6, KJV). There are eleven places ween ha It takes time to gather manna, time for
Some Bibles may have a footnotarbayimis used in Scripture. Strong'squail to fly in, and time to gather quail.
saying “between the evenings.” TheConcordance will not help you discov-These activities are best done during the
Hebrew expression isen Ha arbayim, er them since it uses the same numbetay. If the quail began to come at noon
which literally means “between the6153, for botherevandben ha arbay- (the first possible beginning of
evenings”. Young's Literal Translation,im. Young’'s Analytical concordance “evening”), it would take a couple of
Green’s literal translation, the Darbydoes note the different Hebrew exprediours to collect some, pluck their feath-
Bible all say “between the evenings.’sion in a footnote. Before we begin ouers, gut them, and cook therfihat
Many modern translations say “at twistudy of this expression, it is importantvould placeben ha arbayinrsome time
light.” A significant portion of scholars to note a major point. In our day oflater than 2:00 PM.
believe that this expression meanslectric lights and automobiles, we Four timespen ha arbayinmefers to
“between sunset and dark”. The Stonthink nothing of night-time work or the evening sacrifice that was offered
Edition of the Chumash (A Jewishtravel. But when the Bible was written,every day (Ex 29:39,41; Num 28:4,8).
Translation) says “in the afternoon."most outside work and travel wasNhen was the evening sacrifice offered?
What does the expressionben ha accomplished during the day. Even oufhe Scripture does not give us an exact
arbayimmean? Savior said the night is coming when hour, but the general time is clear. The
Books on the Passover usually haveo one can work” (John 9:4). sacrifices occurred during the time of the
an entire chapter devoted to this expres- In Exodus 30:8pen ha arbayinis tabernacle meetings:
sion. We must realize that languagessed to describe the time of the second This shall be a continual burnt
contain figures of speech—expressionsicense offering (the first was a morning offering throughout your generations
that have a specific meaning, but are nafffering) and the time that Aaron lights at the door of the tabernacle of meet-
literally true. You know that “daybreak” the tabernacle lamps. It might seem log- ing before the Lorb, where | will meet
in English is the beginning of the dayical that lamps would be lit just before it you to speak with you. And there | will
meet with the children of Israel , and

IS ben ha al baylm “anytime the tabernacle shall be sanctified by

My glory (Ex 29:42-43).

during a 24-hour day”? Daily temple meetings certainly

. _ - were held during the day.
Servants’ Newseceived one paper that interpreteh ha arbayingliterally We can gather even more informa-

“between the evenings”) as “between the evenings that begin and end a ayjoiabout the time of the “evening sac-
other words, it means “any time during a 24-hour period.” With this interfjretgfice” from Ezra 9:5-10:7. Ezra, “at the
tion, numerous problems of reconciling Old and New Testament chronology @ﬁening sacrifice” began to pray. His
appear—sacrifices can take place either early or late on the 14th and stifl fysilyer was very lengthy, during which
the scripture. time “a very large congregation ofen,

Unfortunately, we cannot agree with this interpretation. A Hebrew expréssiggémen, and childrenassembled” at the
meaning “from evening to evening” is found in Leviticus 23:32. Giving a 24jhotsmple. After this prayer, they made a
definition toben ha arbayinwould render meaningless most of its uses iff theovenant, swore an oath, and issued a
Bible. No other holy day has a time qualifier associated with them—wh dqs?%clamation.With men, women and
Passover have one if it simply means “anytime during the day?” How wollld 8¥idren present, this would have been
Israelites know when to kill the Passover, offer the evening sacrifice, or tiim Bgaytime meeting that began at least
temple lamps if the command meant “anytime during the day?” a couple of hours before sunset

We believe that the Eternal is capable of giving instructions that werg bothSjmilarly, we can learn from 1 Kings
clear for ancient Israel and prophetically accurate for New Testament evehts]8:29-45. Verse 29 states: “And it was
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so, when midday was past, that thegliscussion. If we publish a more exhaus-
prophesied until théme of the offering tive paper, we will certainly add them to
of the evening sacrifice.” While the it. However, we believe we have cov-
word “evening” is not in the Hebrewered the principle Scriptures here.

text, it is obvious that this is not the

morning sacrifice since “midday was Difficulty With the New Testament
past.” If we read the rest of the chapter, Reconciling the events surrounding
we find that Elijah built an altar and laidthe last two days of our Savior’s life
out his sacrifice, the priests drenched hisave been difficult for theologians
sacrifice three times, the Eternal conthroughout history. We cannot solve all
sumed it, the priests of Baal were exesf the smaller problems in this article,
cuted, Elijah prayed seven times for rairhut we hope to find an answer for the
and eventually “the skpecame black major problem, which idVhat was our
with clouds” (v 45). These several hour&avior doing during His Last Supper

of activity must have occurred beforeon earth, and why?Matthew, Mark and
sunset—one would not describe a sky dsike seem to say that he was keeping

fell into this category, so he held
it a day early.

b. A Jewish tradition allowed a
teacher to conduct a day-early
Passover with his students for
their education, then they would
be with their families for the reg-
ular Passover. (Similarly, a
grandfather with many descen-
dants might keep the Passover a
night early with his sons, then the
sons would be with their families
on the regular night). Our
Savior’'s early Passover would
seem perfectly normal to every-
one if such a tradition existed.

becoming “black with clouds” if it the Passover. John seems to say that thec. No traditions were involved, but

became black because the sun was sePassover occurred after our Savior's

From these verses we learn that death. How can we resolve this contra-
ben ha arbayimthe time of the offer- diction? There are at least three major
ing of the evening sacrifice, must be a explanations with three major variations

couple of hours after noon, and a cou- each.We include a brief summary of 3.

ple of hours before sunset. each explanation so you know which
The other five references twen ha ideaswe have considered:

arbayimare the time of the Passover. We

can be sure that the time represented lly The Last Supper wdke Passover as

ben ha arbayims contained within the ~ Matthew, Mark and Luke imply.

evening érev) because the time of the a. The Old Testament sacrifice was

Passover is also twice described as in the killed early on the 1%and, so our

evening (Hebreverev—Deut 16:6, Josh Savior was keeping the Passover

5:10). How could both Hebrew words be at the normal time. The Jews

used to describe the same event if they were a day late, but John fails to

did not represent at least part of the same note the fact.

time? With this close similarity, we can b. The Old Testament sacrifice was

see why the KJV and other translators on the late 14 but our Savior

simply chose to translateen ha arbay- changed the celebration of it to Testament if we understand how
imthe same asrev.They are much clos- the early 1% and Christians con- our Savior spoke to his disciples.
er than those that use “twilight.” tinue at that time, where Jews
One Bible that we have found that continue as they had before. Obviously, all of these ideas cannot
we believe correctly translatdzen ha c. The Old Testament sacrifice wade right. Nevertheless, all of them are
arbayimis the Chumash (Stone Edition, on the late 1%and our Savior's serious attempts to resolve the difficul-
1995). It usesafternoon” and gives Last Supper was on the late"14 ties in the Scriptures. We should not look
this explanation: early 15. He was actually killed down on others who have a different
ben ha arbayim— In the afternoon on the First Day of Unleavenedunderstanding than we do. The subject is
[lit., between the evenings]. The after- Bread. vast and we do not all have the same set
noon is given this name because it 2. The Old Testament Passover was thaf facts (and errors) in our minds. We
falls between two “sunsets”; the first is late 14, but our Savior's Last will be judged by what is in our own
when the noontime sun begins to dip Supper was a “special’ or “early” mind, not what is in our neighbor’s. This
toward the horizon, and the second Passover. (While this sounds nicewriter is using the last two approaches
when it sets below the horizon (Rashi). there is no hint of a “special” or(3-b and3-c) and believes this article to

since our Savior could not keep
the regular Passover or the sec-
ond Passover, he decided to do it
a night early.

The Last Supper was not a Passover

meal at all. There are several expla-

nations as to why Matthew, Mark
and Luke seem to say that it was:

a. Since Old Testament manuscripts
are more reliable than the New,
we know when the Passover was
and we can simply treat the New
Testament as being in error.

b. The apparent contradiction can
be resolved by properfyanslat
ing the difficult passages in the
New Testament.

c. We can understand the New

Most historical sources place both “early” Passover in the Scripturesto be an accurate reflection of the truth
the time of the daily sacrifice and the nor is there any strong historicalof the Bible. But we are all still learning!

Passover sacrifice at 3 PM—consistent indication. If anyone knows of an

with the Bible. And finally, “Christ, our ancient historical source for any of Our Savior Kept the Same Feast

Passover, [who] was sacrificed for us” the following, please contact
(1Cor 5:7) died at 3PM (the ninth hour Servants’ News.

Days as Other Jews
We find no big difference between

since sunrise, Mark 15:34-37). But that a. Jewish tradition allowed a man tothe Passovers kept in the Old and New
brings us to the new Testament! keep a Passover at any time if h@estaments. This very significant state-
There are many more Old Testament knew that he was going to diement appears in Luke:

verses that can enter into the Passover before the next one. Our Savior
Page 16
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every year at the Feast of the
Passover. And when He was twelve
years old, they went up to Jerusalem
according to the custom of the feast
(Luke 2:41-42). given to know the mysteries of the
The word “custom” isethoswhich  kingdom of God, but to the rest it is
means “usual way of doing things.” It is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they
not the same as “according to the law.” may not see, And hearing they may
This word is used 11 other places in the not understand™” (Luke 8:10).

everyone at that time:
And He said, “To you it has been

Savior spoke in parables because He didlated to the Passover.
not intend to make the meaning clear to

For He taught His disciples and
said to them, “The Son of Man is
being betrayed into the hands of men,
and they will kill Him. And after He is
killed, He will rise the third day.” But
they did not understand this saying,
and were afraid to ask Him (Mark
9:31-32).

Scriptures with a very similar meaning. We must also realize that our Savior There are other passages parallel to

We cannot cover all of them here, but weaid many things that his own discipleshe above. The disciples were still

will cover two: and apostles did not understand. He walsinking too much about a physical

So it was, that while he [Zacharias] often distraught with them for notkingdom in their day. The following

was serving as priest before God in understanding. Please note the emphagiassage was so hard to understand that
the order of his division, according to in the following verse: many quit following them, yet it was
the custom of the priesthood, his lot SThen Jesus said to them, “Take vital to the understanding of Passover.
fell to burn incense when he went into heed and beware of the leaven of the Please read the entire passage with our
the temple of the Lord (Luke 1:8-9). Pharisees and the Sadducees.” ’And ~ added emphasis.

Then they took the body of Jesus,

and bound it in strips of linen with the
spices, as the custom of the Jews is to

bury. (John 19:40).

they reasoned among themselves |,
saying, “It is because we have taken
no bread.” ®But Jesus, being aware of
it, said to them, “O you of little faith,

The Scriptures show how the priests why do you reason among yourselves
were set into 24 divisions (1Chr 23-24), because you have brought no bread?
but they contain nothing about how °Do you not yet understand, or
priests used lots to decide who would remember the five loaves of the five
burn the incense. The Scriptures men-thousand and how many baskets
tion burying people with spices, but you took up? [Food was something
there is no command or spelled-out He could make any time!] * Nor the
method. These were customs or tradi-seven loaves of the four thousand and
tions (though they didot defy the law  how many large baskets you took up?
as some other Pharisaic customs dfd.) “How is it you do not understand that
the Biblical Passover was significantly | did not speak to you concerning
different that the customary Passover of bread? —but to beware of the leaven
the day, Luke used the wrong words!  of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” *?

Some people have tried to show that Then they understood that He did
the Jewish Passover was different thannot tell them to beware of the leaven
the Biblical Passover because John usesf bread, but of the doctrine of the
the phrases “Jews’ Passover” and Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt 16:6-
“Passover, a Feast of the Jews".(John12).

% am the living bread which
came down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forev-
er; and the bread that | shall give is
My flesh , which | shall give for the life
of the world.” ** The Jews therefore
quarreled among themselves, saying,
“How can this Man give us His flesh to
eat?” * Then Jesus said to them,
“Most assuredly, | say to you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink His blood , you have no life
in you. *Whoever eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal life, and |
will raise him up at the last day. ® For
My flesh is food indeed, and My
blood is drink indeed. **He who eats
My flesh and drinks My blood abides
in Me, and | in him.... ®1t is the Spirit
who gives life; the flesh profits noth-
ing. The words that | speak to you
are spirit, and they are life....  *From

2:13, 6:4, 11:55). This is not sensible as Next we must ask, did the disciples that time many of His disciples

John uses the plain

expressionnderstand everything Jesus taughtwent back and walked with Him no

“Passover” six other times—includingwhile he was on earth, or did some of more. (John 6:51-56,63,66).

critical places like John 18:28, where hé¢his understanding not come until later? We find that our Savior used food
describes the Passover kept by the His disciples did not understand for spiritual analogies many times—
Jewish leaders. Also, we see that Johnthese things at first; but when Jesus probably to show us that things of the
uses similar expressions for other Feastwas glorified, then they remembered spirit are every bit as real and important
days (John 5:1, 7:2). Itis likely that John that these things were written about  as the food we eat. Here is another
included these references to JewishHim and that they had done these example vital to the understanding of
feasts because he was writing to a partlythings to Him (John 12:16). the Passover:
gentile audience and wanted to occa- Obviously, they did not understand *1In the meantime His disciples
sionally assure them that the Feasts tls®@me of the things He said until much urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” *But
believes were keeping were the same &ter. How much of our Savior's mes- He said to them, “| have food to eat
the “Jewish feasts”—not some pagasage was understood by the people andf which you do not know. "
Feasts. There is no hint that the timing dtow much by the disciples is an inter- *Therefore the disciples said to one
celebration of Feasts were incorrect. esting study in itself. You can find most another, “Has anyone brought Him
of the related Scriptures by simply look- anything to eat?” * Jesus said to them,
Major Key to New Testament ing up “understand” and “understood” “My food is to do the will of Him
Passover Problems in a concordance. We will now focus on who sent Me, and to finish His
Most Bible-readers realize that oursome difficult-to-understand passageswork” (John 4:31-34).
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How Our Savior Ate the Passover there. ®And going, they found as He
With the above verses well in mind, had told them, and they prepared the happened until later.
let us look at the following three parallel passover (Luke 22:7-13). This brings us to an important ques-
accounts where our Savior talks about These statements are so similar th&bn. What day did our Savior make his
keeping or eating the Passover. We athey all must be about the same everdtatement about preparing and eating
quoting these verses fromThe yet slightly different details are broughthat Passover? If you will look back a
Interlinear Bibleby J. P. Green becauseout in each. Thebold portions above couple of columns to the three Gospel
it does a good job of saying what theshow our Savior’s statements about theccounts, we have underlined the related
Greek says, rather than saying whd@assover—he said to prepare thportion. They all use the term “first of
most theologians think it means. Evefassover that he might eat of it. Butunleavened” in some way, but also men-

without Him—not understanding what

so, notice théalic words that are not in what was his food?

the Greek:

9 And on the first day of unleav-
ened bread, the disciples came to
Jesus, saying to Him, Where do you
desire we should prepare for You to
eat the Passover? * And He said, Go
into the city to a certain one and say to
him, The Teacher says, My time is
near; to [toward] you | will prepare
the Passover with My disciples . *
And the disciples did as Jesus ordered
them, and prepared the Passover
(Matt 26:17-19).

24 And the first day of unleavened
bread, when they killed the passover,
his disciples said to him, Where do
You desire that going we may prepare
that You may eat the passover? *And
He sent two of His disciples, and said
to them, Go into the city. And you will
meet a man carrying a pitcher of water.
Follow him. **And wherever he goes in,
say to the housemaster, The Teacher
says, Where is the guest room
where | may eat the passover with
My disciples? **And he will show you
a large upper room, having been
spread and made ready. Prepare for
us there. *And His disciples went out
and came into the city and found it as
He told them. And they prepared the
Passover (Mark 14:12-16).

‘And the day of the Unleavened
came, on which the passover must be
killed. ¢ And He sent Peter and John,
saying, Going, prepare for us the
passover, that we may eat. °And they
said to Him, Where do You desire that
we prepare? *And He said to them,
Behold, you going into the city, you will
meet a man carrying a pitcher of water.
Follow him into the house where he
goes in. *And you will say to the
housemaster of that house, The
Teacher says to you, Where is the
guest room where | may eat the
passover with My disciples?  **And
that one will show you a large upper
room which he has spread. Prepare

Page 18

tion killing of the Passover. Aimost all
Passover theorists agree that the lamb
who sent Me, and to finish His was killed before the first of the seven
work” (John 4:34). Days of Unleavened Bread. This must
. Did our Savior participate in thisbe a general expression that was under-
Passover¥es he did!But he did not eat stood to include more time than the
a lamb! That was not his role that yeaseven days. It is not the same as the more
He was the lamb! precise “days of unleavened” or “feast
For indeed Christ, our Passover, of unleavened” found elsewhere in the
was sacrificed for us  (1Cor 5:7). Bible. Since we have a running account
All of the Passover lambs slain by alfrom here on, we can be sure that this
the Israelites for over a thousand yeamsas the afternoon of the "1.8f the first
pointed to this one Passover. Thosmonth. Interestingly, Matthew and Mark
lambs were to teach Israel the need forreever mention the word “Passover”
Savior to come to shed his blood for thagain in their Gospels. Luke does, but it
deliverance of man from sin (Mattis amazing what he says.
26:28). Our Savior kept the Passover all
the other years of his life because it wasHis Last Supper Not the Passover
in the law and to set a good example for We continue from where we left off
people, but he did not need it for forin The Interlinear Bible:
giveness of sin—He was perfect! (1Pet  * And when the hour came, He
2:22.) He did not come to the Earth so hereclined, and the twelve apostles with
could take the PassovertHie came to  Him. * And He said to them, With
BE the Passover He was “the Lamb desire | desired to eat this passover
slain from the foundation of the world” with you before My suffering. ** For |
(Rev 13:8). say to you that never in any way | will
There is no analogy to adequately eat of it until it is fulfilled in the king-
describe how important this event was, dom of God (Luke 22:14-16)
but this one might help: Neil Armstrong  Most people have assumed this verse
may have greatly enjoyed using a toyneans “He was physically eating that
spaceship to show his children how hassover with his apostles, but would
trained for space flight. But would henot eat it again.” Most translators
stay on the ground with his toy shigthought so, too, so they added words to
instead of being the first man to walk orthat effect. BufThe Interlinear Bibleis
the moon™o way! His many years of an accurate reflection of the Greek. We
training were for this one eventlcan be sure that our Savior is talking
Similarly, there is no way that our Saviombout the physical meal here because he
would miss his vital participation ifhe also talks about his “suffering,” which
Greatest Passover of All Time! was part of His spiritual meal. Later on
Nevertheless, his disciples would bén the chapter we see that our Savior
left behind. Therefore, our Savior said tasks one last time if there were any way
them: to avoid his suffering: “Father, if it is
Little children, | shall be withyoua  Your will, take this cup away from Me;
little while longer. You will seek Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be
and as | said to the Jews, ‘Where lam  done” (Luke 22:42). He would have
going, you cannot come,’ so now | say liked to eat the Passover with his disci-
to you (John 13:33). ples, but his suffering was far more
They would receive one last night oimportant.
instruction, and then they would be sep- We can know this discourse took
arated. They would keep the Passovetace before the Passover by reading the
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parallel account of the last supper itambs.

records two separate cups of wine, one

John 13. We quote two verses here that It is interesting to note that the wordbefore dinner and one after. The first one

make the most important points:

Now before the feast of the
Passover , when Jesus knew that His
hour had come that He should depart
from this world to the Father, having
loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end (John 13:1).

For some thought, because Judas
had the money box, that Jesus had
said to him, “Buy those things we
need for the feast,” or that he should
give something to the poor (John
13:29).

In the first verse, “before” is theour risen Savior “took breadaftod,

used for “bread” in all accounts of theseems to be primarily a part of the meal.
Last Supper is the Greedrtos, which The symbolism seems to be more
normally meansleavened bread. The attached to the second cup. Since this
King James and most other versions doast Supper was held on the eve going
a consistent job of rendering thes@éto the Passover day, an appointed time
words. If you see “bread” or “loaf”, it is mentioned in Leviticus 23, it would have

the Greelartos. If you see “unleavened been a normal Jewish practice to have
[bread]” then it is the Greelazumos, bread and wine at this time. But this is
meaning “unleavened” However, themuch, much more than just another
word artos seems to be like the English‘kiddush”. It is the time when He

word “bread”—we assume it to be leavexplained exactly the purpose of the
ened, but it can include unleavenetread and wine that Jews had been tak-
bread. We see an example of that wheng for so many years. This explains His
saying “I am the living bread which

Greek wordpro which really means blessed and broke it” (Luke 24:30) theeame down from heaven” which we
“before”. Verse 29 indicates that the diseay after he was risen (verses 12-13)-covered earlier in the article—which his
ciples thought the merchants would bdefinitely during the Days of disciples did not understand.
available—something that would havedJnleavened Bread. The point of this is Are we, then, encouraging believers
been impossible if everyone were eatinthat we cannot be dogmatic about theday to keep Jewish traditions? Only to
the Passover. Nowhere, in any of thg/pe of bread being used unless a vergige extent that these traditions are in
Gospels, do we find our Savior saying “kpecifically says “unleavened.” accordance with the Scriptures. Both
am now eating the Passover” during this Jewish and Christian religious leaders
Last Supper. His last Passover was spent Explanation of Bread and Wine have invented or borrowed a lot of prac-
as the lamb—being sacrificed. Most  Let us continue reading about thdices that are contrary to Scripture. We
scholars agree that the Gospel of JoHrast Supper from The Interlinear Bible:should not follow any of them! The
was written later, and he seems to have ' And taking a cup, giving thanks, = common Jewish explanation for the ori-
clarified these timing issues: He said, Take this and divide itamong  gin of their bread and wine partaking is

Then they led Jesus from Genesis 14:18-19:
Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was
early morning. But they themselves
did not go into the Praetorium, lest
they should be defiled, but that they
might eat the Passover (John 18:28).

yourselves. **For | say to you that in no
way will I drink from the produce of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.
* And taking a loaf, giving thanks, He
broke, and gave to them, saying, This
is My body being given for you. Do this

Then Melchizedek king of Salem
brought out bread and wine; he was
the priest of God Most High. And he
blessed him and said: “Blessed be
Abram of God Most High, Possessor

of heaven and earth.”
But rather than speculate about the
origin of traditions, we can read what the

We must note that John does not sayfor My remembrance. ® And in the
“their Passover” or “the Jew’s Passover” same way the cup, after having
or anything similar. He said “the supped, saying, This cup is the New
Passover.” We can also see that ourCovenant in My blood, which is being Bible clearly says about keeping it. You
Savior was condemned at the very samepoured out for you. will have to be willing to look beyond
time that Passover lambs were being Traditional teaching says that outhe man-made headings in your Bible
prepared to be slaughtered. Continuinlylessiah changed the symbols of thand years of in-grown belief, but the
with The Interlinear Bible: Passover from lamb and bitter herbs. Bi&cripture is plain. Let us start at the

Anditwas the preparation of the any Orthodox Jewish Rabbi will tell youbeginning of a new section in
Passover, and about the sixth hour. that they have been having bread ariiCorinthians 11:2:
And he said to the Jews, Behold, your wine at their Passover long before the  Now | praise you, brethren, that
king! But they cried out, Away, Away! time of Yeshua (Jesus) of Nazareth. As ayou remember me in all things and
Crucify him! Pilate said to them, Shall | matter of fact, you can go to almost any keep the traditions just as | delivered
crucify your king? The chief priests  conservative or orthodox synagogue them to you.
answered, We have no king except  today on any Sabbath or holy day The Greek word for “tradition” is

Caesar. Therefore, then, he deliv-
ered Him up to them, that He might
be crucified (John 19:14-16).

(except Atonement) and they will serveparadosis—the same word used for the
bread and wine. They call this a “kid-tradition of the Pharisees in Matthew
dush”. Some Rabbis will tell you that thel5:1-2. Again, Paul is not teaching the

Many translations say “preparatiorbread and wine look forward to thekeeping of all Jewish traditiorqut of
day”, but that is not in the Greek. Thebounty of the earth, but others will tellspecific traditions that he delivered to
story flow has been continuous sincgou that they represent the Messiah tinem. (If we study all the leaders of
John 18:28 so there is no need for Jotoome. The major thing that the Jews disrael and Judah in the Bible, we find

to tell us what day it id-e is drawing
attention to what time it was—they has already come the first time.
were preparing to kill the Passover
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not understand today, is that the Messiabnly a small percentage were close to the
Eternal. Similarly, we might expect only
It is interesting to note that Lukea small percentage of their traditions to
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be inspired by the Eternal.) Verses Be coming together at all for purposes ah many other places. Verse 26 was not
through 16 cover the tradition about hoveating the “Lord’s supper”? This hasecorded in the Gospels as a part of the
men and women cover their heads whereen debated by many scholars and | dast Supper, but is similar to Luke
they pray and prophecy. They are vergot know if we can reach a conclusion24:46-47: “Thus it is written, and thus it
helpful, but do not pertain to the BreadVe use the term “Last Supper” to refewas necessary for the Christ to suffer

and Wine. We continue in verse 17:
Now in giving these instructions |

do not praise you, since you come
together not for the better but for the
worse. *® For first of all, when you
come together as a church  [assem-
bly], | hear that there are divisions
among you, and in part | believe it.
“For there must also be factions
among you, that those who are

terminology divide brethren. preaching our Savior's death until
Let us continue in The Interlinearreturns!
Bible:

ZFor | received from the Lord what |

to our Savior’s last meal. Some peopland to rise from the dead the third day,
refer to their commemoration of thisand that repentance and remission of
time as the “Lord’'s Supper,” but otherssins should be preached in His name to
feel that Paul said not to call it that, s@ll nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
they call it a “Memorial Service”. When we take the bread and wine, it
Certainly, we should not let an issue ofmust remind us that we need to be

he

The Greek word translated “as often
as” ishosakis The only other place this

approved may be recognized among
you. ® Therefore when you come

the Lord’s Supper. * For in eating,
each one takes his own supper ahead
of others; and one is hungry and
another is drunk. ?What! Do you not
have houses to eat and drink in? Or do
you despise the church [assembly] of

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus
inthe night in which He was betrayed took
bread; *and giving thanks, He broke and
said, Take, eat; this is My body which is
broken on behalf of you; this do in remem-
brance of Me. #In the same way the cup
also, after supping, saying, This cup is the
New Covenant in My blood; as often as
you drink, do this in remembrance of Me

word is used in the New Testament is
Revelation 11:6: “and they have power
over waters to turn them to blood, and to
strike the earth with all plaguess often

as they desire.” While this word does

not automatically imply a high frequen-

cy, it would be a logical choice if Paul is

talking about bread and wine taken
weekly and on holy days. It really makes

ing? et hal | sy 10 you? Srall meirereoe, | Bread & Wine Every
Week: Is that Catholic?

Three or four times in this chapter as you eat this
Paul talks about coming together—com- bread and drink this

ing together “as a church.” The word cup, you proclaim
“Passover” is never mentioned in this the Lord's death
entire chapter—nor is the Feast of til He comes (1Cor
Unleavened Bread or any similar thing. 11:26, NKJV).

But the coming together as a congrega- \Verse 23 cause
tion is mentioned. Paul was dealing wittmany people td
the specific problem of people having @onclude that this i
“big feast” rather than taking bread anébout Passover d
wine to remember our Savior. We can bthat our Savior’g
sure that Paul is talking about the samieast Supper was th
subject through the end of the chaptdPassover. It woul

praise you in this? | do not praise you. % For as often
Some might wonder if the weekly taking of bread

tionally following the Catholic Church (or others), pl

bers are not permitted to obey their Savior here.

munion—members cannot do it on their own.

nd

wine must be wrong because Catholic Church membé¢rs do
this. Just because they may have something right is no jfeason
for any of us to ignore it. But lest anyone think we are irften-

se

note there are many areas where we think they are wrgng:
1) Only the priest is allowed to drink the wine—mgm-

2) A priest or church officialnust administer the con-

3) In most services, a priest or other official puts|the

because the problem in verse 21 isave been quickg|“communion wafer” in each person’s mouth because niem-

answered in verse 34. for Paul to writeflbers are not trusted to touch something so “holy”.
Furthermore, we need to ask if Paul'sPassover” tharl

admonitions make any sense if they arghe night in which He was betrayed”,sense for us to be preaching the death of
for only once a year. Would there béut he wrote the latter—not emphasizingur Savior “often”. Paul chose not to use
divisions among the people only orthe holy days at alll Paul was not eveany of the common Greek expressions

Passover? 1 Corinthians chapters 1 ampadesent with the other Apostles at thahat mean “annually”.
3 show that divisions were a continualime, but somewhere he learned that it ¥ Therefore whoever eats this
problem. Also, how could people bewas “that night” when our Savior taught bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in
shamed for having no food on a “once them the meaning of the bread and winean unworthy manner will be guilty of
year” occasion? Certainly they couldhat they had been taking so often. the body and blood of the Lord. #But
have saved something for that time. But Another reason some believe this is let a man examine himself , and so
it is quite logical that people may notalking about an annual occasion is thelet him eat of the bread and drink of the
have had food to bring every Sabbath. expression in the King James “shew thecup. ? For he who eats and drinks in
What do we learn from Paul's stateiord’s death.” This sounds very pas- an unworthy manner eats and drinks
ment about the “Lord’s Supper’? Was haive—like observing a passing memori- judgment to himself, not discerning the
telling the Corinthians that they shouldal. The word “proclaim” or “preach” is a Lord's body. ® For this reason many
be coming together for the “Lord'smuch better rendering of the Greek are weak and sick among you, and
Supper”, but they were doing it wrongkataggello—most modern translations many sleep. * For if we would judge
Or was he telling them they should notender it “proclaim” here, but “preach” ourselves, we would not be judged. *
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But when we are judged, we are chas- might have to change, the Eternal wilkhould services last? What role should
tened by the Lord, that we may not be know that, too. We cannot grow in truthchildren have in services? What are the
condemned with the world. * if we will not act on new understandingqualifications of a speaker for services?
Therefore, my brethren, when you of which we are convicted. We all needshould we have one or two services on a
come together to eat, wait for one to pray for understanding and study theloly Day?

another. *But if anyone is hungry, let  scriptures—and get answers to questions This list of questions could go on for
him eat at home, lest you come that arise. “We should no longer be chila very long time. We must realize that

together for judgment. And the rest | dren, tossed to and fro and carried aboatany decisions have been made by
will set in order when | come (1Cor  with every wind of doctrine, by the many people to bring us to the practices
11:27-34). trickery of men, in the cunning crafti-that we have now. While striving for

These verses bring out the need faress of deceitful plotting, but, speakingiblical and effective practice in our
continual examination of oneself, nothe truth in love, may grow up in allown lives, we should also be tolerant of
just once per year. Forgiveness of othethings into Him who is the head—others who do not have the same under-
is something that the Scriptures teac@hrist...” (Eph 4:14-15). standing. If the Eternal allows righteous
should be done on a daily basis, not Fartoo much of all organized religionand sincere people to be deceived for
yearly. “Therefore if you bring your gift has been a series of things for people their entire lives on some scriptural
to the altar, and there remember thato—and the people who do them thinkssues, can we not tolerate other’s diffi-
your brother has something against yothey are righteous because they do themwrulty for a few years? Our Savior said:
leave your gift there before the altar, an@he Old Testament gave many details to  For assuredly, | say to you that
go your way. First be reconciled to youfollow for temple construction, sacri- many prophets and righteous men
brother, and then come and offer youfices, worship, and other areas of life. desired to see what you see, and did
gift” (Matt 5:23-24). “Be angry, and do Did those things make the those peoplenot see it, and to hear what you hear,
not sin’: do not let the sun go down ormighteous even when they did them? No! and did not hear it (Matt 13:17).
your wrath” (Eph 4:26). Does the New Testament contain a

The issue of whether or not we areetailed outline about how we should What Do We Do Now?

“worthy” to partake of our Savior’'s body conduct our Sabbath services, our Some of our holy day practices are
has been explained well by many teachroly day services, our “youth activi- clearly outlined in the Scriptures, but
ers. The only thing we are inherentlfties,” our Gospel-preaching plans, etc? many are not. In general, we believe
worthy of is death (Rom 3:23,6:23). WeNo, it does not! The information in most of the fruit of our past holy day
must take the sacrificen a manner 1 Corinthians 12 and 14 is Paul’'s reagpractices have been good, so we are not
worthy of our Savior. It must be donetion to existing services, not an outline oin a hurry to depart from it unless we
seriously, not with an air of self-right-how to conduct a service. Even therhave a Biblical reason. We do not claim
eousness, nor a phony air of lowliness anly a small percentage of congregatiort® have any divine revelation on the
false humility. use the information in those chaptersdeal practice for our services today. We
anyway. Most congregations today basall should certainly be asking for the
How Do We Handle Such a Change their service format on Catholic orEternal’s understanding on this subject.
in Understanding? Protestant services, not on the format iWe will outline our understanding of

Realizing that some of theseuse by our Savior and his Apostles. (Fovhat should be done, and make a few
Scriptures have been misunderstood byore information, write for our free arti-suggestions If there are any guiding
so many for so many years can be a litle Assembling on the Sabb3th. principles, it is that these days should be
tle scary. But many of our readers may We need to take a few steps back angsed to teach and unify the brethren. Not
have kept Pentecost on different daylwok at our own services and then fingtveryone will learn the same Scriptures
during their lives. Do they remembermut what parts of them is found in theat the same rate. Some may study it in
being blessed when they kept PentecoBtble. If we read what to do on holyweeks. Others may take years to change.
on one day, and cursed when they keptdays in the Scriptures, we find we are tdVe should look for points where our
on another? We have asked and nevassemble, be joyful, sing praises, teaamderstanding of the Scriptures will
found anyone that felt they could seéruth, partake of bread and wine, givallow us to participate with our
more or less of the holy spirit workingfree-will offerings and offer certain sac-brethren—we do not want to be as dif-
simply because the day of observanagfices. Our Savior fulfilled the sacri- ferent or contentious as possible.
changed. It appears that the Eternéices, so we are left with doing the other
accepted the hearts of people doing whttings. But in most cases, we do not Passover
they believed would please him. have any kind of “step by step” proce- The Passover is the'lday of the first

We do not ask you to believe thisdure on how to do it. Should we pass onmonth. The leaven must be put out of our
article just because we wrote it. Yowlass, or use a lot of little glassesPouse before the end of this day. We have
should never jump to a new understandshould we have a meal with it? Shouleo clear command to imitate our Savior’s
ing out of fear that what you are presenteaders break the bread, or should eatlast Supper, though John 13:17 might be
ly doing is wrong. The Eternal will cer-person break their own? Should eactonsidered one. However, it seems that
tainly give you time to understand. Butperson wash one person’s feet, or martiiere is much benefit to a once-a-year
if you are avoiding the study of a docpeople’s feet? (Our Savior washed théacus on what our Savior has done—
trine because you are afraid that yofeet of all the apostles.) How longremembering of his suffering before the
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joyous Days of Unleavened Bread. Théuke uses the same Greek expressi@lowed to take bread and wine. We
time of this remembrance would certainfor “took bread” for the Last Supper,would like to point out that none of the
ly be the evening going into the"]4he during the Days of Unleavened BreadApostles at the Last Supper had been
time of the Last Supper. If we need and for the feeding of the 5000—whichbaptized in the name of Yeshua (Jesus)
name for this time that will not be offen-was almost certainly leavened breadr received the holy spirit. Further more,
sive to others, theMemorial Service (Luke 22:19, 24:30, 9:16). We can see iRaul says: “Let a man examine himself”
might be fitting. the Scriptures that unleavened bread Cor 11:28). Children need to examine

It is very good to read the Scripturesepresents the physical body of outhemselves and think about how they
about our Savior’s last instructions to hiSavior, which was without sin. But whathave been living.
disciples. This lesson needs to beould leavened bread represent? The While it is clear that the suffering
remembered every year. Luke Chapte@nswer is plain: and sacrifice of our Savior should not be
22 and 23 are probably the most com-  The cup of blessing which we  treated lightly, the near-silent service
plete for the first three Gospels. John 13-bless, is it not the communion of the ~ that some groups practice cannot be

17 contain much information not found blood of Christ? The bread which we found in the Scriptures. The Bible
in the other gospels. Isaiah 53 and Psalmbreak, is it not the communion of the records many conversations that night.
22 are excellent prophecies to read inbody of Christ? For we, though many, The Bible also records the singing of “a
this regard. are one bread and one body; for we hymn” (Matt 26:30), but does not com-
While the Scriptures give no specific all partake of that one bread (1Cor mand “only one” or specifically say that
command to wash exactly one other per-10:16-17). they never sang any others. We have

son’s feet each year, it seems that the The leavened bread represents theany commands to praise the Eternal
fruit of this observance has been goodhody of our Savior today that has sin ifior his marvelous works. What is more
We have heard many first-hand stories—us. He is purifying His body now, marvelous than the sacrifice of his son?
of people who thought they had no prejput the process is not yet complete. Iivet there are some songs that would not
udice against anyone until they had tthe Old Testament, all the offerings werseem appropriate for the commemora-
wash someone’s feet. Some peoplenleavened (Lev 2;11) except for theion of His suffering.
believe that we should not do foot-wash*peace offering” (Lev 7:13) and the two  Can you observe this evening with
ing because it is something that almosbaves on Pentecost (Lev 23:17). Thesmnother group of people who think they
nobody does in our society today. Thewnleavened offerings were offered mangre keeping the Passover on this night?
would like to replace it with shoe-shin-times outside of the Days of Probably so. Most of what you will do
ing, dish-washing, car-washing or somé&nleavened Bread.At this point in will be the same as we have suggested
other “menial” task of today. If a localtime, we must say that we do not havhere. However, since there is no specific
fellowship agrees on a ceremony morany specific Biblical understanding ofcommand in Scripture to observe this
closely fitting our present society, wewhen leavened or unleavened breaevening, some may not want to do it at
see nothing wrong with doing it.should be used except during the Day @fil—and they probably should not. “For
However, if a congregation gets intdJnleavened Bread. Our most likely lin-whatever is not from faith is sin” (Rom
arguments on how they should servguistic assumption is that they ate leavt4:23). But neither should they con-
each other... they are not learning thened bread during the Last Supper. Butemn others who do find a reason to
lesson of brotherly service! It is sad ifsince we are talking about the sufferingbserve it.
people think they were fulfilling the pur- of our Perfect Savior, unleavened bread
pose of John 13 by washing one persongeems to be the better symbol. Also, we The First Day of
feet once a year. If foot washing is doneshould take into account that we may be Unleavened Bread
someone should clearly point out thameeting with brethren who believe they The Passover lamb was eaten on the
people areot doing it as a “good deed” must use unleavened bread on this dayeginning of the first day of unleavened
or to earn religious “brownie points” but ~ What should the role of children bebread—at night. Calling it the Feast of
to symbolize the way we should live on this day? The Bible nowhere forbidthe Passover made sense for the
our lives. children’s participation in these serviceslsraelites since that was the night that
The partaking of bread and wine isThe Scriptures show that adults have they ate the lamb. It was a victory cele-
appropriate on this day, but not becaugendency to want to exclude childrerbration for the salvation of the first-born
it is the Passover. As we have indicateflom access to our Savior (Matt 19:13and the deliverance from Egypt. Today,
before, we believe that Paul taught th&5). Are we saying the children are conwe do not sacrifice a lamb, but we do
tradition of regular partaking of breadverted? No. But children learn more byneed to celebrate the Sacrifice of our
and wine—probably on every Sabbatlseeing other people do things and doin§avior and our deliverance from Sin.
and holy day. The question is, shoulthings themselves than they do fronThis is aNight to be Much Observed
this be leavened bread or unleavengarofound, hour-long sermons. Thesand there are many commands that we
bread? The Passover is not in the sevelays are excellent times to teach thean and should fulfill.
days of unleavened bread, and thieuth to our children, which we are com- Israel was commanded to eat unleav-
instructions for eating the Passover meahanded to do! (Deut 4:9.) Some havened bread and bitter herbs on this night.
apply to the next night—which is theused the argument that since only th#/e now understand that the unleavened
first day of unleavened bread. The Newircumcised were allowed to take thdoread represents the body of our sinless
Testament Scriptures are of little helpPassover, only the baptized should L Continued on page 24
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ith many brethren now meet:
ing in congregations of vari-
ous sizes, including small

“Living Room Churches,” there is a
need to find or create new customs ai
traditions in conducting services. Som
of these changes are the result of ne
doctrinal study, and some come fror
practical necessity: sometimes, the o the host will ask each per-
buildings, hymnbooks and ministers ar son to tell the story of their
simply not around any more to performcalling and conversion. Since the
their former functions. evening is a celebration of our deliv-

The following letter shares the plans erance from spiritual Egypt and sin,

for this year of an independent group inthis seems like a good way to focus
New Mexico. It also solicits input from oyr thoughts and conversion on the

others on suitable music for the activity meaning of the NTBMR. Children
described. We feel our readers may findwill be asked when was the first time
some of the ideas presented here helpfuthey realized that their religion was
when making their own plans. Our local different from that of other people.
fellowship here in Michigan will likely By asking these questions we hope
use some of these ideas for our comto get everyone involved in the
memoration. We will be sharing some evening's activities.

of our musical ideas with this group. If  After dinner, we will sing more
you have any suggestions of your own,songs and hymns, followed by
please send them to us or the Newjessert. During the dessert, the host
Mexico group. will start another round of questions.

working around the table,

| was wondering if you might be
able to give me some advice on the
subject of music.

The Home Fellowship | met with
observes the Passover at the begin-
ning of the Nisan 14, and the Night
To Be Observed at the beginning of
Nisan 15. We are looking for appro-
priate hymns and songs to sing on
the NTBMR. We are looking for 9 to
12 songs to use that evening. Right
now we have no idea what songs to
use. We want to have something
that focuses on the meaning of the
evening and is uplifting. We definite-
ly need something a little bit more
rousing than Dwight Armstrong’s
hymns. | actually like his hymns, but
they don't seem appropriate for the
evening. | would appreciate any sug-
gestions you might have in the way
of songs and hymns to sing.

We are planning on doing things
a little different this year, at least for
us it's different. The evening will
open with prayer. The host will give
a short message explaining the
meaning of this evening. We then
will sing three or four songs of

This time the question being what
was a spiritual lesson you have
learned this past year, or at any
other time that you would like to
share. When dessert is finished, we
will end the evening with more songs
and hymns and a final prayer.

We hope to put together a little
booklet that will have various scrip-
ture verses in it pertaining to the
meaning of the evening. The host
will build his message around these
scriptures. The booklet will have the
order of activities for the evening,
the questions to be asked, and a
copy of the words for the songs we
will be singing. Everyone will have a
copy of the booklet so that they will
not have to worry and Bibles and
hymnals.

We would appreciated any sug-
gestions you might have on music to
use for this evening.

Thanks, Calvin Lashway
Las Cruces, New Mexico

rlashway@NMSU.edu

505-524-4530

Music for Spring
Holy Day Services

ship music. Although there may be an
occasional song you may have to avoid
for doctrinal reasons, many of the lyrics
are straight from the scriptures, both
Old and New Testaments. A wide vari-
ety of musical styles are represented,
from ballads to anthems to lively

Messianic-style choruses.

We particularly recommend a com-
pilation titled Maranatha Music
Praise Chorus Book, Expanded 3rd
Edition. This edition includes over 300
of the most popular songs of this kind
from the past 25 years. We have heard
from “Church of God” folks across the
country in a variety of groups who have
independently started using this particu-
lar material. There is a spiral-bound
accompaniment book that includes both
the musical notes and the guitar/key-
board chords. And there is a “words
only” edition for about $3 each that
would allow each member of a group to
have their own copy inexpensively.

These hymnals should be available
from your local Bible Book Store any-
where in America. Just ask for the third
edition of the Maranatha Praise
Chorus Book, (red cover), copyright
1993. The songs in the hymnal are
included on a series of tapes also dis-
tributed byWORD/Maranatha, which
should also be available through the
same store where you find the hymnal.
For this immediate Passover, it may be
helpful to buy just one tape containing
some appropriate songs and learn those.

We will be obtaining a set of the
Maranatha books for our Michigan con-
gregation, which we will use along with
other traditional hymns. Many of the tra-
ditional hymns from the 1800s are no
longer bound by copyrights. It is legal to
copy these hymns and make your own
book. Also, see “New Hymnal Available
Soon” (produced by Mark Graham) on

While we have not completed oupage 23 of our Mar/April issue. Finally,

hymns. Or we might sing first, and
have the message afterwards—we
are still working on that. During the
meal, the host starting with himself,
will recount how God called him, and
brought him into the church. Then
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search for appropriate music, either f@ome congregations find it acceptable to
this activity or for regular weekly seruse songs from hymnals produced by
vices, we offer one recommendatioather “Church of God” congregations.
that many may find helpfuMWORD, By using one or more of the above meth-
Inc. produces many hymnals and tapesls, you should be able to have a joyful
under itsMaranatha label that contain song service at your Feasts this year.
mostly inspiring, Biblically-sound wor-

—Pam Dewey and Norman Edwards
Page 23
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“Passover” from page 22 2) Eating a small amount bitterwine each Sabbath can do so at home—
Savior. We believe the bitter herbs repre- herbs for a reminder of what sinpossibly with a few friends—and not
sent the misery and difficulty caused by does. (The Hebrew is not specifoffend the rest of the brethren.
the effects of sin. Our Savior suffered ic—you can use almost anything We will put the details of taking
these things, and so do we. Somewhere, edible but bitter: radish tops,weekly bread and wine in another arti-
the Israelites learned to symbolically mustard greens, parsley, etc.) cle—this one is already quite long. We
take wine on this day, and some Jews 3) The main meal. began the subject in this article because
today understand that the wine looks 4) The reading, telling, or acting outit was essential for the understanding
forward to the Messiah. We now under- of the exodus and the sacrifice o6howing why 1 Corinthians 11 does not
stand that the wine represents His blood our Savior. apply specifically to the Passover. Also,

shed for us. There is no specific formula ) Partaking of bread and wine.  understanding 1 Corinthians 11 should
in the Scriptures for how to serve the 6) Stories of coming out from sin. help people realize that using bread and
bread and wine. Since we are told to 7) Dessert, more singing and a closaine in a religious observance more

“bear our cross” and “work out our own ing prayer. than once per year is acceptable.
salvation” (Luke 14:27, Phil 2:12), it  Obviously, some groups will find
seems sensible that brethren should neged of many additions or changes, but Conclusion

have everything prepared for them. Eacfyeé hope the above ideas help. Groups We thank everyone who has read this
person should be able to pour their owHat do not do foot-washing on the preentire article. This represents the sum-
wine and break off their own piece ofvious night, may wish to include it inmary our understanding of Passover and
unleavened bread. this night—but we feel that foot-wash-the First Day of Unleavened Bread. In
Children were to ask questions anégd belongs with the Scriptures typicallyessence, the practice of most “Church of
to be taught this night (Ex 12:26-27)read in the Memorial Service. It seem&od” groups has not been too far off on
The teaching should be done in a wafifficult to compress all of the lessonghese days, but some of the terminology
that they can understand. If possibléve describe here for both nights into and “reasons” why have been wrong.
they should he|p read, te”’ or act out thélngle nlght We will all have to be patient with each
story of the Exodus and the story of our In order to share a meal and havether as we grow and learn—realizing
Savior. Special foods or activities shoul@Vveryone participate in the telling of stothat we do not all grow at the same rate.
be arranged so that the children will lookies and experiences, the group cannot There are many other relevant points
forward to this day, rather than regarding§e too large. The Jewish tradition was 1that could be raised and questions that
it as “a long boring evening.” to 20 people. If a group is larger tharcould be answered. We hope that no one
The custom of telling personal stoforty people, it will be very difficult to will give up and say that the situation is
ries of conversion or other stories ofnaintain a central focus for the entiréoo confusing to reach any conclusion at

faith on this night fits very well. Thesegroup. all! Even David, “a man after God's own
show how our Father has individually heart,” had to pray: “Show me Your
delivered us from sin. Additional stories Bread and Wine Each Sabbath? ways, O lorp; Teach me Your paths.

about how we had to leave one or more [f we understand that 1 Corinthiand ead me in Your truth and teach me, For
church organizations in order to continll teaches us to partake of bread antu are the God of my salvation; On
ue to obey our Father in heaven are aly§ne whenever we come together as ‘éou | wait all the day” (Ps 25:4-5).
appropriate. Of course, there should alsgPngregation, we naturally ask “how —Norman S. Edwards

be room to sing praises to our Creator. should that be implemented?” Our firs
In what order should all of theseddvice is: “Go slow.” The purpose of it l @w
activities be done? That appears to bei®to show that “...we, though many, ar
complex question. The Jewish solutio®ne bread and one body” (1Cor 10:1 We would like to thank all of t
is a “seder” which means “set order.”17). How can it help us be one body if {people who made phone calls or gent
Believers with a Jewish backgroundarge number of people in your congrel|Passover papers tBervants’ News.
may want to use the format of sedegation are opposed to the practice? Many were used in preparation of this
showing how many of these ancient We must realize that partaking o article.
Jewish practices point to Yeshua (\]esub}'ead and wine each week will remin We would also like to thank th
as Messiah, and leaving out the feyome people of a false church fronjEternal for giving some of the k
items of pagan origin. However, we se#hich they had to leave. They will need|points of understanding that we have
no necessity for other believers to adopghuch prayer and study before they wifnot seen in any previous writi
these traditions. The purpose of th&€ able to participate in such a practic{Nevertheless, we do not mean fhat
evening should be to teach the most trufBut would it be sin for people convinceqthis writing is in any way infallible}
possible in a way that those attendingf the need of weekly bread and wine tfWe do not know of any other pager
will be most comfortable with. We offer "ot have it at services? Listen to th{that better explains this subjegt.
this brief outline as merely a suggestiorfostle Paul: “It is good neither to egHowever, Matthew 13:17 and othler
(See the previous page for more ideasn€at nor drink wine nor do anything byverses quoted in this article show that
1) Open the evening with a prayerWhich your brother stumbles or igpeople can be righteous and useq by
followed by a song and/or Bible Offended or is made weak” (Rom 14:21)the Eternal, buinot have a perfe
readings to set the tone. Brethren who desire to take bread arjlunderstanding!
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Is Christianity True!?

by Eric V. Snow
around 50 A.D., Luke 57 A.D., and Acts

istor ' ?
& /s ‘fhe New 'Tesfomem‘ H/sfc?r/co//y /?e//ob/e‘. o from 66 A.D. The earliest major mant-
& Did Paganism Influence First Century Christianity? scripts, such as Vaticanus and Sinaiticus
& How do you know miracles can happen? are dattgd ':0 325-350 A.D. and 350 A.D.
respectuvely.
@ Can we prove Jesus redlly walked the Earth? By contrast, the time gap is much
& How do you know if the Bible is God’s word? larger for the pagan works mentioned
® How do you know if God exists? above. For Homer, the gap is 500 years

(900 B.C. for the original writing, 400
Many who have been Christians fodevised a three part test when investB.C. for the first copy). For Caesar, it's
years have become disillusioned bgating any historical document to deter900-1000 years, Herodotus, 1300 years
guestions like those above because theyine whether it was reliable. One ofand Thucycides, 1300 years. Hence, the
did not have the answers for them. Oftethese tests is the bibliographical test\T can be objectively judged more reli-
these people end up leaving Christianityvhich judges an ancient historical docuable than these pagan historical works
Atheists often pose these questions tment to be more reliable if many copie®oth by having a much smaller time gap
Christians. Are you ready to answebpf the manuscript exist. A second teshetween when it was written and the
them? A Jew might ask, "Why should Imaintains the smaller the time gagirst preserved copies, and in the number
believe in the New Testament?" Couldetween the first copy of the documentof ancient handwritten copies.
you give rational reasons to believe in itand the first surviving copy, the more
Suppose somebody said, "First centumeliable it is because there is less timeThe Science of Textual Criticism
Christianity was influenced by pagarfor scribal errors to creep into the pre- Skeptics can throw out some fright-
religions and philosophy.” Could youserved text. By these two standards thening figure, and say "There are
refute him? Peter said we should be abNT is the best attested ancient historical00,000 variations in the NT," and cre-
to answer questions about our faithwriting in existence. Some 24,633ate doubts in Christians. However, we
"Always being ready to make a defensknown copies (including fragments,can have certainty that the scribes pre-
[or., apologian] to everyone who asketc.) exist of it, 5,309 of these being irserved the NT accurately by using the
you to give an account for the hope thaBreek. By contrast, the document witlprinciples of the science of textual criti-
is in you, yet with gentleness and reverthe next highest number of copies, ouism. Most of variations between the
ence” (I Pet. 3:15). side the Hebrew Old Testament [OThmanuscripts can be ruled out using this
These kind of questions are dealfwhich has over 1700 copies), igest. Most of these "200,000 variations"
with by apologetics, which means taHomer's lliad, with 643. Other historicalare spelling mistakes, homophones
defend the faith. "Apologetics" comeswritings by prominent ancient historiangsuch as in English, "two," "too," "to"),
from the Greek word that means "fit forhave far fewer copies: Thucycideswords accidently repeated twice by
defense." It doesn't mean you're sorry dflistory of the Peloponnesian War, 8scribes, etc. For example, if the same
making excuses for your belief in Jesublerodotus, The Histories, 8; Juliusvord is misspelled 3,000 times, that
as the Messiah. Because the gener@hesar, Gallic Wars, 10. counts for 3,000 variations. Once one
subject is so broad, just two major Furthermore, the time gap betweemealizes this, the number of significant
attacks against Christianity will be cov-the earliest preserved copies and theariations takes a huge downward
ered. Whether the New Testament [NThutograph, or first manuscript, is muciplunge.
is historically reliable and whether thosesmaller for the NT than these works. For Scholar, Ezra Abbott, maintained
who wrote it were influenced by pagarthe NT, the gap is about 90 years or les$9/20ths of NT variations have so little
mystery religions of the Roman empiresince most of it was first written beforesupport that they can be automatically
70 A.D. Scholar, John A. T. Robertsonfuled out. Scholars Geisler and Nix,
Based on History, NOT Myths in "Redating the New Testament", hasuilding upon the work of F. J. A. Hort,
Christianity is different from most maintained that every NT book wassaid only about 1/8 have weight, with
religions as it is based on historicalvritten before 70 A.D., including John1/60 being "substantial variations."
facts, which are subject to historicabnd Revelation. Dates that place thEurthermore, the number of variations is
investigation and confirmation. The NTwriting of the NT in the second centuryhigh precisely because so many ancient
is primarily a historical book and is nothave been generally discredited bynanuscripts of the NT exist, allowing
a collection of myths, such as the Hindscholars in recent decades. A fragmefibr more mistakes. This also allows a
holy book the Bhagavad-Gita — whichof John, dated to 125 A.D., is traditiongreater ability to detect and eliminate
isn't taken literally even by most believ-ally cited as the earliest copy known ofhose mistakes, unlike the case for

ersin it. any part of the NT. However, nine frag-Caesar's " Gallic Wars" with its mere 10
ments of the NT were found in 1972 incopies. Scholar Philip Schaff said only
The Bibliographical Test a cave by the Dead Sea. Among theg©0 of all the 150,000 variations he

The military historian, C. Sanders fragments, part of Mark was dated t&new to exist caused doubt on textual
Jan/Feb 1997 =r0Dbooo000DDr o ...———— Page 25



SERVANTS NEWS
meaning, with 50 being of great signifi-dence, such as that found by archeology Ignoring Chronology
cance. Even then, he said no variatioor in other historical writings. The best In order to press the charge first cen-
altered "an article of faith or a precept otory about this concerns the greaury Christianity was influenced by
duty which is not abundantly sustainednglish archeologist, Sir William ancient pagan religions, normally
by other and undoubted passages, or Ramsay. He had been totally skepticalhronology gets ignored. Mithraism, for
the whole tenor of scripture teaching." about the accuracy of the NT, especiallgxample, had very little presence within
the writings of Luke. After going to the Roman Empire in the first century,
How We Can Be Certain what is now Turkey, and doing a topoand so for that reason alone it simply
Christians should have no doubts ographical study, he was forced to totallgould not have been a major influence
the canon of the NT, meaning whiclchange his mind. Later, he wrote thabn early Christianity's development.
books should be in it and which onesuke "should be placed along with theScholar M. J. Vermaseren has stated:
shouldn't be. The quality of the apocvery greatest of historians." He hadNo Mithraic monument can be dated
ryphal (so-called "missing") books, suctbelieved, as per nineteenth centurgarlier than the end of the first century
as "The Gospel of Peter,” "The Gospdberman higher criticism, that Acts wasA.D." No images of this god were found
of Thomas,"” and "The Shepherd ofwritten in the second century. But hen Pompeii—buried by Vesuvius in 79
Hermas," is so much lower and/or theifound it must have been written earlierA.D. A standard technique of skeptics is
teachings at such variance with théecause it reflected conditions typical ofo place something done by a pagan reli-
canonical books that they can be elimithe second half of the first century. gion in a later century, to the first centu-
nated from consideration easily. As M. Others had doubted the existence a¥ and say it influenced the first century
R. James commented in ThePontius Pilate, who had Jesus crucifiedhurch. An example is communion (the
Apocryphal New Testament: "There isn 31 A.D., and who was mentionedPassover ceremony) which was similar
no question of any one's having excludenly in the NT and by a few otherto Mithraism's ceremonial meals. They
ed them from the New Testament: ThelRoman and Jewish sources. But in 196Will take an inscription dated from 376
have done that for themselves." In evian archeological expedition from ItalyA.D. that said, in Latin, "reborn for eter-
dent reaction against the heretievas digging in the ruins of Caesarea'ity in the taurobolium and criobolium,”
Marcion's (c. 140 A.D.) attempt to editancient Roman theater. One workmaand say these pagan ceremonies that
the canon, lists of the canonical bookturned over a stone stairway—and foundacrificed bulls and sheep influenced
were made in the late second centurgn inscription to Pontius Pilate on thdirst century Christianity's idea of spiri-
onwards. These lists, which even fronbottom. This case illustrates a principléual begettal. By this time the pagans
the beginning, contain most of the bookthat disbelievers in the Bible use timecould have easily gotten the idea from
we find in the NT today, were made byand time again. They argue fromChristianity instead!
the author of the Muratorian fragmensilence, and say that because something
(170 A.D.), Irenaeus (180 A.D.), andmentioned in the OT or NT is mentioned The Need to be Specific
Clement (190 A.D.). nowhere else, it can't be true. Many such Furthermore, once one becomes
Furthermore, despite its claims to thelaims have been repeatedly refuted hyighly specific about the legends in
contrary, the Roman Catholic Churctarcheological discoveries made latequestion, the apparent similarities to
did not choose the canon, and themhe NT (and OT) have shown them<Christianity vanish. For example, in the
impose it from the top down. Theselves trustworthy so often in what camystery religion of "Cybele and Attus”,
Sunday-observing Church before thde checked, that we can properly infeAttus comes alive after dying. To call
time of emperor Constantine and thé¢hat the rest of what cannot be checketthis a "resurrection” is to apply Christian

Edict of Milan (313 A.D.) was not ais also reliable. terminology in order to force an analo-
tightly controlled, highly organized, gy. In the legend, Attus' body was pre-
monolithic group, and had suffered ter- Influenced by Paganism? served, his hair would grow, and a finger

rible persecution itself during the rule of We now turn to the question ofwould move—and that was it. In anoth-
Diocletian and earlier emperors. Thavhether first century Christianity waser version of the myth, he became an
canon came from the traditional pracinfluenced by paganism. We face thevergreen tree. While one can find other
tices of average members and elders+aw fact that such charges are deddgavior gods" in pagan religions, one
from the bottom up. As scholar Kurtissues among contemporary scholars mliscovers upon closer examination that
Aland noted: "It goes without sayingthe fields of classics and Biblical stud-only in Christianity was the death of
that the Church, understood as the entifes. Seeing parallels between the ided3od for other people, that it was for sin,
body of believers, created the canon.... @f Gnosticism or Mithraism and that it was once for all, and that it was an
was not the reverse; it was not impose@hristianity were common in the periodactual event in history, not a myth..

from the top, be it by bishops or synfrom about 1890 to 1940, but are rarely Or, consider the ceremony in which

ods." circulated today except by the unina bull would be killed on top of a pit
formed. Hence, when H.G. Wells sawwhich had boards covering it. The pagan
Other Historical Information parallels between the language used Ibelievers would be below, and move

The external evidence test, the sed?aul about the crucifixion andaround to try to get the blood from it to
ond of Sanders' approach to analyzinlflithraism in his history of the world, drip on them. To label this a "blood bap-
historical documents, consists of seeinfrhe Outline of History", that book, tism" ignores how this ceremony, called
whether statements made in a historicathich was first published just afterthe taurobolium, was not an initiation
document correlates with other eviWWI, reflected its day and age. rite for new believers. It was something
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done repeatedly by the same individuparative mythology which finds a  Walked Among Us: Evidence for the
als, unlike baptism in Christianity— causal connection between everything Historical Jesus (Nashville, TN:
which immerses the believer in wateand everything else, which tears down Thomas Nelson, 1993)
only once and does not splatter blood osolid barriers, bridges chasms as thoudgRonald Nash, The Gospel and the

the believer. it were child's play, and spins combina- Greeks—Did the New Testament
tions from superficial similarities. . . .  Borrow From Pagan Thought?
Significant Differences By such methods one can turn Christ (Richardson, Texas: Probe Books,

A number of differences existedinto a sun god in the twinkling of an  1992).
between the mystery religions andeye, or one can bring up the legends
Christianity. The mystery religions, asattending the birth of every conceivable For Further Reading
well as Gnosticism, attempted to havegod, or one can catch all sorts of mythoSleason Archer,Encyclopedia of Bible
special, secret knowledge known only téogical doves to keep company with the Difficulties (Grand Rapids, MI:
a few initiates of the "truth." In contrast,baptismal dove; and find any number of Zondervan, 1982).
Christianity sought to publicly proclaim celebrated asses to follow the ass drF. Bruce, The New Testament
"Christ, and Him crucified" (I Cor. 2:2) which Jesus rode into Jerusalem; and Documents: Are They Reliable?
and His message to the world. To evenythus, with the magic wand of ‘compara- (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity
one, whether they believed or nottive religion,’ triumphantly eliminate  Press, 1960)fhe Canon of Scripture
Christianity maintained there was onlyevery spontaneous trait in any religion." (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity
one way to salvation (Acts 4:12; Johrn short, similarities do not prove causal Press, 1988).
14:6), and so believed in exclusivityinfluence; just because true and falsRobin Lane Fox, Pagans and
Believers in pagan religions did not careeligions have some similar ideas, it Christians (New York: Alfred A.
how many gods they or others wordoes not mean that the true got them Knopf, 1989) [This work is by a sec-
shipped. Most of these religionsfrom the false. This is especially true ular historian, and not a believer in
(Mithraism being the exception) hadwhen the specifics of the pagan myths the Messiah].
notions of "resurrections” that were tiedare compared to the New Testamer&tanley Jaki, The Savior of Science

to a cyclical view of nature and of histo-doctrines. (Washington, DC: Regnery
ry. This was arrived at by looking at the Gateway, 1988).

birth, death, and rebirth of vegetation Reasons for Faith Jehovah'’s WitnessesThe Bible: God's
from spring to winter and back again. "Early in 1926 the hardest boiled of Word or Man's?(New York: Watch

By contrast, Christianity emphatical-all the atheists | ever knew sat in my Tower Bible and Tract Society of
ly believes in a linear view of time androom on the other side of the fire and New York, 1989).
history, because God created the worlcemarked that the evidence for the his.S. Lewis, Walter Hooper, ed.,God
at a specific time in the past, andoricity of the gospels was really sur- in the Dock (Grand Rapids, MI:
because Jesus died "once for allprisingly good. ‘Rum thing,' he wenton. Eerdmans, 1970).
Christianity also has a much strongefAll that stuff of Frazer's [the author of Paul Little, Know Why You Believe
ethical, moral, and intellectual aspectThe Golden Bough"] about the Dying (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity
than most mystery religions. Who carGod. Rum thing. It almost looks as if it  Press, 1988).
deny the demanding and majestic swedmd happened once.™ These commenissh McDowell, More than a
of Christian ethics as proclaimed in thenade to C.S. Lewis were the straw that Carpenter: Evidence That Demands
Sermon on the Mount, the Letter oforoke the camel's back of his unbelief, a Verdict Historical Evidences for
James, the "Love Chapter" of | Cor. 13directly leading to him embracing the Christian Faith(Nashville, TN:
The idea of salvation in paganism dicChristianity. He knew the implications Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1979),
not involve a moral change or morabf the historical accuracy of the Gospels vol 1; The Resurrection FactdSan
duties or deliverance from sin, whilefor his past atheism, and he saw the Bernardino, CA: Here's Life
Christianity's idea of it involved all apparent similarities between certain Publishers, 1981); with Don
three. It is for reasons such as thespagan ideas and Christianity's as reason Stewart, Answers to Tough
against the charge Paul created a my& believe, not to deny. Similarly, we Questions(Wheaton, IL: Tyndale
tery religion on a Jewish base, that hisshould remember that the evidence for House, 1986).
torian of philosophy Gordon Clark saidthe New Testament's historical reliabili+rank Morison, Who Moved the Stone?
"Such surmises are not so much baiy and for its lack of connection to pagan (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
scholarship as prejudiced irresponsibilimystery religion is very strong, and has 1958).

ty." only been briefly touched here. Henry M. Morris and Henry M.
May we remember that Jesus is the Morris, Ill, Many Infallible Proofs:
Similarities Do Not Prove Messiah, that those who deny Him as Evidences for the Christian Faith
Dependence Savior cannot be saved (Matt. 10:33): (Green Forest, AR: Master Books,

German scholar, Adolf von"But whoever shall deny Me before 1996).
Harnack, made an excellent summargnen, | will also deny him before myR.C. Sproul, John Gerstner, and

statement against the idea thaFather who is in heaven." Arthur Lindsley, Classical
Christianity was influenced by pagan Apologetics (Grand Rapids, MI:
mystery religions, which is worth quot- Two Highly Recommended Books: Zondervan, 1984). [Warning!—only
ing at length: "We must reject the comJosh McDowell and Bill Wilson, He for the determined reader!] [EJ
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“Common Law” from page 11 may judge them, and they justify theal pensions, even if the person has
this status.) righteous and condemn the wicked, thebeen married 1-2-3-decades! Men in

RESPONSE: This is a case whereit shall be, if the wicked man deserves tthose days didn’t “skip” town, leaving
man’s laws sound better than thdée beaten, that the judge will cause hirtheir land and livelihood, and their wives
Eternal's laws until we look at whatto lie down and be beaten in his pregending for themselves as often happens
actually happens. Are most rapists todagnce, according to his guilt, with a certoday. And one can't assume that even
punished and their victims compensatain number of blows” (Deut 25:1-2).  though a potential spouse may have
ed? No. | have seen studies that estimate Because the law says nothing specifjood intentions today, that they won't
that less than 5% are. The vast majoritically on this issue, does not mean thathange in the future. In the past, an
of rape cases are never reported becausathing should be done. If the divorcedsraelite had the disapproval of society,
the rapist knows the victim and willor widowed woman were living with and religious authorities, to face, as a
claim in court that she wanted to do it. Ifanother relative, then the man shouldeterrent for misconduct towards his
there are no witnesses, it is one personggobably be dealt with as if she were aife, which does not occur today.
word against the other. The woman islaughter. If the rape occurred in an Inn  Of course, I'm not valuing the civil
usually asked all sorts of embarrassinthat she ran by herself and she wasarriage over the actual covenant
guestions about exactly what happenddchown to work as a prostitute, thermade in the presence of the Father
and her personal sexual practices. Of thiedeed nothing might be done. There arwith the “God-given” spouse, but
women who go through the trial experi-other possible cases, but that would bentil our society recognizes common
ence, many remark that the trial washe job of the judges to determine. Théaw marriages as equal to “civil” mar-
worse than the rape. If the courts chandgternal’s laws cover the broad majorityriages, it is unwise to suggest that
evidence rules to make it much easier faf cases and leave the less-frequent cagbs should be practiced today, and |
women, the number of false rape casee hopefully sound judgment. believe a great disservice to the read-
will get worse than it is now. LETTER CONTINUES: ership has been done and will be

The Eternal had the wisdom to see I'm sure you are not willing to make done, if the pros and cons of this
that it was not practical for men to try tathose concessions to crimes such as issue are not both published.
sort out such cases in court. So he elimihose listed above, but you would fully Enjoyed the article on the marriage
nated the need to determine whether éxercise your rights under today’s civil contract. That would be like the modern
was a rape or a mutual act and he saiav, so don't so quickly “write off’ the day ketubah [Hebrew name for mar-
the man should pay the bride price nbenefits for the spouses involved in a riage contract]. In that document, it also
matter what (Deut 22:29). If the martcivil marriage”, over those who are not.  listed the obligations of one to another,
could not pay, he would be sold as # our society, and government would and also set an exorbitant price the hus-
slave (Ex 22:3). The woman’'s fatherecognize them as equally valid, that band had to pay the wife if he ever want-
could determine whether or not a marwould solve one of the problems. ed a divorce, as well as stipulations (if
riage would take place. The important The other problem, is that we live in  the woman so choose), that the man
lesson for women is that they should wide society, contrasted to the biblical could not take another wife!!

never be alone with a man who they dones. The individual's conduct was reg- Gotta run! Would like your comments.
not completely trust. ulated by the community and syna- In Messiah,

It is also important to realize that thegogue, and laws were enacted by the —Marsha Basner
Eternal gave other laws that would stopabbis to punish men for certain types of RespPonse: We are sorry for the mis-

violent rapists. If a man breaks into aonduct towards their wives, for which understanding on common law marriages.
house, a woman need not determingunishment for certain offenses were We realize that, to most people, “common
what his intentions are—even if he isneted out in the synagogue. They were law” means simply living together with
only a thief, she can kill him and receivealso inextricably tied to their plots of land no legal arrangement. We definitely
no punishment (Ex 22:2). If a man kidwhich had been handed down through- believe husbands and wives should do
naps a woman (makes her go where sloet their generations, as their source of what is necessary to take care of each
does not want to) he should be put téivelihood. If you marry someone today, other in case one should die or give up on
death (Deut 24:7) If a man injures anothwho defects from the faith, and skips the marriage.
er through violence, he must pay for théown (I can give you examples of individ- —Norman S. Edwards
loss of time and healing. uals who have con-
| am glad you brought up the case ofracted these “in Tha 1
Jewish law not protecting the rights oiGod's eyes mar- Ephralm Manasseh CorreCtlonS
divorced women and widows. Whileriages”, and left In the November, 1996ervants’ Newsthere are t\Nl(I
there are many things that Believers catheir partner “high | errors. On page 15, “Contradiction #1” stated Manassely was
learn about the Law from the Jews, yoand dry”), the part- | theyounger brother, its shoulday, Manasseh was tbiler
have found a good case where Jewister is left with no | brother. On page 16, the first full paragraph begins “The gom-
interpretation is wrong. When the scripfecourse, in cases | monly offered proof that Ephraim is thkSA...” It shouldsay:
tures are silent on the issue, a judgmemthere monetary or | “The commonly offered proof that EphraimBsitain ”. Our
should be made. “Cursed is the one whather benefits are | apologies to Lyle Timmons for these mistakes.
perverts the justice due the stranger, thiie such as med- We received several articles giving many more reg-
fatherless, and widow” (Deut 27:19).ical as well as pri- | sons why Britain is Ephraim in prophecy. We plan tg
Also, “if there is a dispute between menyate or governmen- | run at least one of these articles iBervants News.
and they come to court, that the judges
Page2 ... Jan/Feb 1997
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Publishing or John McCaulley. Duringsecular history for which there are only dates and times according to the com-
the last few months we have beconfew manuscripts of much later origin. Henonly accepted Gregorian calendar of
aware that both are now actively promospent almost no time justifying the origineur day. We usually use our standard
ing the ideas contained in Darrelbf the manuscripts around which hkcal time, though shortwave radio and
Conder’s bookMystery Babylon and thebuilds his case. Even if we assume all ortain other activites may use

Lost Ten Tribes in the End Tim&his the history he quotes is accurate, many @feenwich Mean Time. Only for specific

book concludes that the Gospels ahés “proofs” just do not make sense. Fromeligious subjects do we use Biblical cal-
“totally mythological in origin” (p.148) page 23 we quote, adding numbers é@ndars or times. Should it be a shock to

and denies the existence of any kind bfackets []:
Savior who walked the earth, performed  We can further understand the alien
miracles and died for our sins. This bookauthorship of the Gospels by not only
does bring up interesting history and tex-citing these additional facts: [1] in Luke
tual issues. The New Testament text is nob:19 there is mention of a paralytic who
as certain as many Christians think it is,was let down through the tiles of the
but it is not anywhere near as bad agoof to Jesus. Manfred Barthel writes,
Conder presents it. Conder’s book has s¢houses with tile roofs were common
many half-truths and erroneous conclu-enough in Athens and Rome, but
sions that we do not believe it is of muchhouses in Galilee were simple, one-
value. Page 2 contains the following near+oom structures with a thatch of reeds
blasphemous statement: and hemps laid over the rafters. [2] Just
| will say that you are going to find as Mark uses the Roman system of
in this book a truth that has been effec- reckoning time —'the fourth watch of

tively hidden from the lost Ten Tribes
since the downfall of the Northern
Kingdom of Israel over 2500 years
ago! However, to make it perfectly
clear that the words and statements
contained in this book are by no
means my own, | can say that | did and
do have an all-powerful Ally Who hap-
pens to be the Creator of Israel!

the night—Luke uses the Greek sys-

tem of counting days of the week

when he writes, ‘And Jesus came into
Capernaum on the second day.’ This
doesn’t mean that he was on the road
for two days, but that he arrived on a
Monday, which is still called ‘the second
day’ in modern Greek.” [3] In a note
about Zacharias writing on a tablet in

An *“ally” is someone who works Luke 1:63, Barthel writes; “Whereas a
together with you. The Eternal should bewax tablet (Which could be written on
our Creator, Ruler, Father and Teacher. with a pointed stylus and erased by

Chapter two of the book goes to greatscraping off the top layer of wax) would
extent to talk about the great variety of ver-have been a common enough
sions of early Gospels and the many othehousehold object in Greece, it would
gospel-like books that never made it intohave been a rare and expensive lux-
the canon of Scripture. He makes a greatiry in Palestine.”

us that the gospel writers would use some
of the date and time systems that were in
commercial use in their day?

3) Zacharias was a priest in the tem-
ple. If anyone in Jerusalem would have
need or access to wax tablets, it would
most likely be the priests.

Conder devoted little or no space to
the many places there the Gospels do
accurately reflect what archeology has
discovered about life in first century
Palestine. Conder’s book is full of other
arguments little better than the above
one. We cannot cover them all here.

Conder and McCaulley have asked to
submit rebuttles to these Servants’ News
articles, but we do not believe they would
be of interest or benefit to enough people.
Anyone desiring more information may
contact Conder at PO Box 11476, Salt
Lake City, Utah 84147-0476.
McCaulley’s address is PO Box 132,
Broomall, PA 19008.

While it is quite easy to get lost in the
mass of world religious history, we have
been particularly troubled that several
brethren have embraced Conder’s con-
cept so quicklyConder does not believe
that we receive the holy spirit from
being baptized in the name of Jesus or
Yeshua. When asked what Old

effort to show that they are all unreliable. Consider these answers to the abov@estament scripture they used to show
Yet, later he claims they were all concoct- 1) We could go to many third-worldthey had the holy spirit, persons embrac-
ed by Simon Magus and his successorscountries today where the houses argg this teaching did not have any
get people away from the true religion. Omostly one-room with thatched roofsanswers. They do not believe temple sac-
page 146 he makes the statement: But we will always find some morerifices are necessary to atone for sin. The
Into this solution add the historical ~ wealthy people who can afford to imitatevhole issue of forgiveness from sin and
fact that the church had complete edi-  the western style houses. We would cehe Eternal’s purpose for our lives now is
torial control over the Gospels. tainly expect to find wealthy people imot clearly explained.

If the church had such great contrdirst-century Palestine having Roman or One of the reasons that people depart
over all of these writings, why did theyGreek-style houses. When our Savifom Christianity is because those who
create so many completely differentvas healing and teaching great crowdsrofess it do not exhibit the power that
gospels? The many accounts of the life where would it make sense to go, towe see in the New Testament. Those of
Jesus indicate that there was a story tlwate-room hut or someone who had & who believe in the power of the
many people want