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BE WISE AS SERPENTS, w

Fanmless as Doved

During the past years, many brethren have come to eaejob today to judge how much of this protection stems
that they have placed too much trust in men and/or orff@am love for the brethren and how much stems from the
nizations and not enough trust in our Savior to directliesire to keep paying members in the organization.
lead us (John 16:24, Col 1:12-18). In most cases, the f&dme “ministers” are good shepherds—pr~
of this has been good. However, if a person carries theting their flock from wolves, other
process only half way—puts off the men and organiZarninisters” are wolves themselves—
tions, but does not diligently seek the leadership of duut they protect their flock from fo
Savior, the result is a sheep gone completely astray aigh wolves because they do not w
probably worse than the original condition. competition. Some leaders act as |

We must realize that even the hierarchical organizhepherd and part wolf. Neverthele
tions do teach a lot of truth and refute a lot of heresy. Thadl/of the above situations give a c
do make a great effort to protect “their members.” It is niain amount of protection to the floc:

When a person begins to look direct-

P]l.ea.se Find the Card ly to his Savior for salvation, he removes himself from

in Y ouwur Enve]lop this human protection. This obviously occurs when a per-
AND SEND IT BACK! son begins meeting with a small home congregation or

NOTE ADDED 70 BACK ISSUES T o oord was ot Tnoluded begins to attend a variety of Sabbath services. But it also
with this issue, you do not need to return one. We sent cards to ocgursbwpen i pe;ts]cm) dntlnu_es t?ha:tfr?d Wlt_f|1| a? (()jrganr:- t
every subscriber when this issue was originally mailed, but we can zation but makes the decision that th€y will study wha
also use certain letters and other items as proof of your request. they decide to study and believe what they decide to

Continued on page 4

In order to send Servants’ News to you at the “peri-
odicals” rate, we need to have “signed documentation” IN THIS ISSUE:
that our publication has been “requested” by our read-
ership. The periodical rate will cause your Servants’ 2 Independence Day
News to arrive one to two weeks earlier and save us a | 3 The Marriage Contract: Does Anyone Really Do It?
little on postage. All you need to do is check the box, 7 Being Wise And Harmless In Our Finances
sign the line, place a stamp on the card and drop it in 11 Church Newspaper to Begin in February
the mail. (International readers: we need cards from .
you, also—we did not use any surface mail so you can 12 News From Local Congregations
respond in time.) 13 Questions And Responses on Tithing

In order to have time to process all of the cards, we 17 Hope For Homosexuals
will not be sending a January issue. So, we have 19 Caught Between Two Extremes
included several extra articles in this issue. We hope it
is of value to you. Please do not forget the card! 2l ‘\‘/_\/rﬂgtKDlrl%an%u%é\/lnsggWhen He Prayed,

Why don’t most other religious publications ask for a signed 24 Madai, Tubal And Meschech
card? Most religious publications use non-profit corporation 1
rates. We have decided to avoid non-profit incorporation (see 26 Feast '97 Albuquerque
March-April 1996 Servants’ News), so we are using “requester 27 Letters and Responses
publication” rates. The postal system wants to verify that we are 33 SN Index—Arranged By Issue
sending something that people really want—not advertising
material. 35 SN Index—Arranged By Subject
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BY DAVID COHEN

ervants’

NEWS

For years it has been taught that any ministries not affiliated with a
tralized church government are apostate and not Biblical. Also frow
upon were ministers or preachers who had no formal theological tra
from the “approved” Bible College, or those who did but later separ
themselves from the administration due to doctrinal differences. This is
most Christian denominations teach. But is this a proper “litmus test”
true minister of God? Is this even scriptural?

Well, it is Independence Day! Not independence from our Savior o
Church, but from oppressive church governments. A number of Chris
are beginning to realize that a “church” functions better apart from sy
governmental structure. However, some leaders are capitalizing on
move and feigning “independence” to gain a following. God’s people T
to watch and be sober!

Centralized Church Governments

Centralized church governments and hierarchical administrations
their positive traits, no doubt. All ministers and teachings must fall in
with whatever official proclamations come out of the church’s headquat
Any dissenters will be expelled. This produces a uniformity which g
security to those who are weak or young in the faith, as well as preserv
church as a corporate organization thereby ensuring a steady income
teachings and policies held by the administration are sound and Bih
those truths will be rapidly and consistently reproduced in all the local
gregations. However, any errors, misunderstandings or personal whil
those at the top also become quickly fastened in the minds of all memb,
“truth”.

If members were allowed to question the officials about errors and pots
errors, that would provide a safeguard to spreading and magnifying mis
But, in churches structured this way, any who seriously question the cond
the leaders or the smallest policy are usually disciplined or labeled as “
lious”. Leaders are considered to be “experts”, chosen of God and beyond
tioning by the laity, because the laity is assumed to be unqualified to cha
or discern anything. Jesus Himself was considered unqualified to questig
leaders of His day or teach the people because He had not atten
“Rabbinical School” (Jn 7:14-17). The Word clearly shows that His people|
know the things of God by the Spirit of God (1Cor 2:10-12) and not by ag
mic credentials (vs. 13).

Besides the inevitable occurrence of error in all churches composed of
this type of system is susceptible to those with personal ambitions and g
zational agendas. When leaders refuse to repent of personal sins, or rulin
flock without mercy, they usually go unchallenged. Serious doctrinal er
embedded in the fabric of a church, can remain unnoticed by all. Corrupti
sin in the leadership will fester and spread because the members fear that
speak up, they will be shunned or cast out (3Jn 10, Jn. 12: 42-43) as a
dissident or whistle-blower.

The pyramidal, top-down type of hierarchy, composed of a C
Executive and Board of Directors, is copied from worldly corporations.
are told not to copy the way the world does things (Rom 12:2), but rath
allow God'’s transforming power to lead our renewed minds into all truth
orderly conduct. In Jesus’ day the Roman Empire had a similar top-g
design, and He forbids His followers from emulating the Gentile rulers
22:24-26), who considered themselves “authority figures” (“lords”, 1
5:3). Jesus satdue Christian leaders would consider themselgesvants”
instead (MKk. 9: 34-35), seeking to serve the brethren to the point of sag
(1Cor 15:30-31). [Continued on page 16]
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With great interest
have read your artic
on marriage an
divorce in the late:
issue of theServants
News [Novembe|
1996].

In this article you mention marriage for instance are certainly prudent.
contracts and this, | think will be new for ~ They also contracted to divide
some of us. Marriage contracts are raréiousehold chores, typically along tra-
these days but | have read an articlalitional sex-based roles. The Bible
which covers a modern day application.says the man is the head of the
It is from an American magazine so youhousehold, says Teresa, who buys all
would be able to find this article in one the groceries and is directed in the
of the major libraries: prenup to work off a list every time

These ambitious newlyweds haveshe goes to the grocery store. Rex
signed a 16-page contract of matrimoni-maintains the exterior of their house
al dos and don'ts covering every aspecwhile Teresa attends the spotless
of their lives. Now they're... interior. Other prenup guidelines: a

The Marriage Contract:
Does Anyone Really Do It?

LIVING by the RULES

by Gary Belsky

Money,May 1996, pp. 100-109.
Some quotes:

But the LeGalleys' 16-page sin-
gle-spaced document goes way
beyond the norm. It prescribes in
detail how the spouses are to behave
in virtually every area of their lives,
from how many children they will
have to what kind of gas they will buy.

More important the couple have
an abiding faith in their power to con-
trol their futures by setting goals and
thinking positively.

The couple decided the way to
head off marital discord was by hash-
ing out every potential conflict in
advance and then recording a mutu-
ally acceptable solution for it in the
prenup.

promise to accept each other uncon-
ditionally and to spend time together
doing things 15 to 20 hours per week.

Goals are nothing more than
dreams put down on paper, says
Rex. We have a lot of things down on
paper with a date on them. Indeed.
So pleased are the LeGalleys with
the success of their formalized mar-
riage contract that they fully expect to
be able to expand the prenuptial
agreement over the years.

It's a living document,
Teresa. Some highlights:

1. We will provide unconditional
love and fulfill each other's basic
needs.

2. We will engage in healthy sex
three to five times per week.

3. Family leadership role and
decision-making is Rex's responsibil-

says

[A “prenup” is short for a prenuptial ity.

contract—a contract signed before “nup-

4. Teresa will work off a (shop-

tials” or marriage vows. Most prenups ping) list every time she goes to the
simply cover who gets the property andgrocery store.
any children if the couple should divorce. 5. Nothing will be left on the floor

This one is much more thorough.]

"We talked about a lot of things
when we were dating and realized we
had different needs."

"We worked out all the things that
usually cause fights—sex, kids, pet
peeves and money. Teresa agrees:
We haven't had a fight since we got
married."

For all its possible shortcomings
as a design for living, however, the
LeGalleys' penchant for planning has
unquestionably had a healthy effect
on their finances. Many of the resolu-
tions in the couple's prenup—to pay
cash, to pay off credit-card debt first,
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overnight—unless packing for a trip.
6. Be to work on time even if we
need to get up an extra 30 minutes

3.be gainfully em-

ployed" )
4.value recreation and
take care of your body

5.create an uplifting
environment

6. follow God's laws

With this frame-work couples could
ask themselves the following questions
substituting each one of the 6 points
above at the end of these sentences:

What do we mean to...[point 1, etc.]

What examples do we have of other peo-
ple having and doing to...

What factors seem to work to ...

What factors appeal to us to...

Considering our definition of o ..., how do
we plan to...

Which action do we have to take in the
short term and long term to...

How do we know when we have accom-
plished our goal to...

How can we turn our actions into habitu-
al behavior to...

How do we involve others (parents, chil-
dren) to help us to...

Another approach might be found
from Samuelle Bacchiocchi’s articles |
read on the Internet. Although | do not
agree on all his points, he refers to some-
one who has translated the 10
Commandments as originally given to
the Israelites into 10 Commandments for
marriage. For example, No other gods:
no other wife or husband; do not steal:
share finances and make room for a spe-
cial budget for the wife so that she could
pursue a hobby; or honor your father and
mother: make special time to visit parents
and building special moments of rest to
strengthen the relationship. Sometimes
wives have a tendency to give too much,
i.e. to work for their families; special
events every now and then will balance
self-sacrifice and self-appreciation.

—Joop Peterse

Beugen, Netherlands

jpeterse@worldonline.nl

early.

7. We will both make ourselves
available (to each other) for discus-
sion 15-30 minutes per day.

Another possible framework for &
marriage-contract could be provided &
an old WCG publicationStaying Sane
In A World Of Uncertainty, last chapter.
Some readers of tt&ervants' Newsay
still have this publication. Some guide
lines from this chapter:

1. build strong family relationships

Joop Peterse wrote the above as two let-
ters, but we made it into a short article to help
individuals seeking more information about
marriage contracts .

While not everyone may need contracts
as detailed as those above, too many details
are far better than the common approach of:
“‘we’re in love, lets get married, now how are
we going to live?”

The continuation of the Marriage and
Divorce article from November 1996 should
be ready for the February or March 1997

2. lead a well-ordered, stable life

issue. —NSE
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“Harmless” from page 1 were baptized. We do not need to makegecide not to use it; you are not rejecting
believe in spite of their organization’sdecisions hastily. If someone comes tblis name, but one man’s understanding
doctrinal statement. All of the aboveyou with a new idea that is going toof His hame. On the other hand, if you
people are seeking to “work out [theirlmake a massive change in your life, yogive up studying every subject whenever
own salvation with fear and trembling”can think about it for a few months and bit of historical or linguistic under-
(Phil 2:12). counsel with a variety of people. If it isstanding is necessary, then you will miss

The solution is for each believer toa good idea, it will still be a good ideaout on a great deal of truth that you
continually go to the Eternal in prayefater. Salesmen of bad ideas want you &hould have.
for guidance and deliverance from evilaccept the idea “now” before you dis- Everyone will be judged by what they
This does not mean that we blindly g@over what is wrong with it. do with what they are given (Matt 25:14-
about our business figuring “the The purpose of this article is t023). You will not be able to fool the
Eternal will always protect us,” but weacquaint you with some of the “devices’Eternal and say that you did not know
must pray and strive for a Biblical per-of Satan that have been troubling some ehough to obey Him when you did. On
spective with each decision we make. the brethren lately. This list is obviouslythe other hand, very few Sabbath-keepers

Peter 5:7-9 explains it well:

Casting all your care upon Him,
for He cares for you. Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the
devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour.
Resist him, steadfast in the faith,
knowing that the same sufferings
are experienced by your brother-
hood in the world.

not complete, but it should help manyhad any access to original historical
people who are having these difficultiesworks and original language Bible manu-
Furthermore, most everyone probablgcripts during the past 2000 years. Will

knows someone who is having these dibur Father hold them accountable for not
ficulties. We have classified these diffi-knowing things He did not make avail-

culties into four major areas. Also, see thable to them?

separate article in this issue on finances. We are amazed at how quickly some

people change their understanding of

Doctrine what is necessary for conversion. We

Most of our readers are very interesthave heard multiple cases of people who

We can expect to have problems fromad in studying the Bible, so they are readyad been baptized for over 20 years and

two sources: people coming from outsidé listen to others with interesting pointghen discover a new truth—and then feel
of our congregations trying to sell theirto teach. That is how it should be. Yet, ithat they cannot fellowship with anyone

own ideas, and people who are with useems there are too few people sayingho does not also accept that truth. They
trying to convince us that we need to fol“this is what | understand and what | do,tlid not get rebaptized, so they must have

low them. Paul stated it this way:
For | know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come
in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also from among yourselves men
will rise up, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples

after themselves (Acts 20:29-30).

and too many people saying “this is whatonsidered themselves converted for the
you have to do or you will not have eterprevious 20 years. They must believe that
nal life!” You should be suspicious whenthe Eternal tolerated that error in them for
a teacher begins a message with scri® years, but they cannot tolerate it in
tures like “For whoever shall keep theothers for 2 hours of a Sabbath Service.
whole law, and yet stumble in one point, If someone comes to you with a new
he is guilty of all” and “The angels will doctrine based on their understanding of
come forth, separate the wicked fronhistory, Hebrew or Greekgo slowly.

We, atServants’ Newsontinue to among the just, and cast them into th€heck the teaching in reference books
hear of cases where people specifi- furnace of fire.”Teachers should teach available to you. Ask questions of the
cally targeting local Sabbath-keep- to help others, not so they can judgeeacher and see if he can really answer
ing congregations to promote their them.We should acceptnew teaching them, or if he just tries to assure you that
ideas or products. Some are doing it olitecause the Bible supports it and the hohe is right and that questions do not need
of a sincere belief that they are helpingpirit confirms it, not because we aréo be answered.ook for other sources
people. Others simply see our brethrescared into believing it. of information on the subject.Look at
as a gullible target to make money. Itis a wonderful thing to want to live the fruit of the teaching in the lives of oth-
Some of these people go to Sabbatlvy “every word of God” and to be willing ers who believe (or believed) it.
keepers conferences, call organizae change in a moment if we are showhinderstand the implications in your life.
tions’ headquarters to find local conhew truth. Some truths, like the Sabbati§eek the Eternal’s will. If the truth holds
gregations, and use the Living Roonare very evident from the scriptures fronup under these tests, then put it into prac-
Church of God Directory, not for fel- nearly every translation. Other truthsice in your life.
lowship, butto target people like you. require—or are entirely based upon—

Many of them have spent months oknowledge of history and/or ancient lan- Social issues
years thinking about their “sales pitch,’'guagesUntil you study the issue thor- Big church organizations feel that
and often it is not easy to refute it. Weoughly and consider a variety of points their “work” is being done by their head-
need to ask for wisdom in these mattersf view on the issue in question, you are quarters, and they keep their members
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him asknot rejecting Biblical truth, but you are  busy supporting the headquarters and
of God, who gives to all liberally andrejecting what a person is claiming to working in local church activities. When
without reproach, and it will be given tobe Biblical truth. If a man tells you, for people become involved in local evange-
him” (Jms 1:5). Most of us studied theexample, that he knows the original prolism, they become known in their local
Scriptures for months or years before waunciation of the Father’s name, but yogommunity; and there is a tendency to
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become involved in community activi-adopt your method of schooling. Also, ithe USA and discovered that the leaders
ties. For example, a mother involved irvisitors to your local congregation hear &ere have in many cases taken authority
home schooling may be asked to leadlat more about schooling than they dao themselves that the constitution does
local home schooling organization. Laterabout the Bible, you have lost your focusot give them. They note that many reli-
the home school organization may get AsorTioN: We would hope that most gious organizations began with servants
involved with efforts to change the state’'8ible-believers would consider abortion(ministers) who seriously serve the peo-
home school laws. Sometimes, thesmurder. But what do you do when amle and grow to where the “servants” are
activities can be helpful in furthering theanti-abortion activist calls on you for suplargely serving themselves. Similarly,
Gospel. Sometimes, they distract oyport? Should you help them counsehey find that civil servants started out
brethren and replace the preaching of th@egnant teen-agers, distribute literatursgrving the people, but are now largely
Gospel with social activism. collect money, influence legislation,serving themselves. Finally, they note
As a general rule, it seems sensiblgicket clinics? Before you get involved inthat just as brethren have been placing
for brethren to be involved for socialany such project, first make sure that youoo much trust in their organizations and

issues for two main reasons: life is in order, and that you are not usinglo not really know the Bible, they see
1) The circumstances of their life this “cause” to hide from your own prob-that people place too much trust in
demand that they be involved. lems. Secondly, we can only recommenidwyers and government agencies and do
2) Their involvement helps in the first two activities in our list—they not know enough about the constitution
preaching the gospel. are aimed at helping individuals avoicand the law themselves.
We will mention a few specific areasabortion. Most hard drugs are illegal, but While this author has not spent a great
as examples: that has not solved the problem. Untitleal of time studying these issues, it is

HomE SCHOOLING : In some parts of people have something to fill their livesamazing to see how far away our present-
some cities, sending a child to publiavith, neither our abortion nor our drugday law is from the constitution, bill of
school is one of the most dangerougroblems will go away—Ilegal or not.rights and other law penned by our
things a parent can do. In some placeg/hile it makes sense to encourage go¥eunding fathers. Most people born in the
children are over ten times more likely ternments to eliminate programs that’SA are probably as ignorant of their
be the victim of a violent crime (includ-encourage premarital sex and abortionspnstitution as they are of the Bible. Most
ing rape and murder) in school or on theit is still better to educate individuals topeople in the USA do not realize that
way to school than they are stayingiot want them. lawyers are “officers of the court’—they
home. In such an environment, little SABBATH-KEEPERS RIGHTS: These do not exclusively represent their clients.
learning takes place. Even a poor homissues are sometimes related to schodl-is clear that the apostles were knowl-
schooling program will exceed a publidng, but more often related to jobs an@édgeable of the laws of their day and rep-
school education. Also, some publiavhether people can be fired, or not hiredgsented themselves in courts (Acts 4:16-
schools are teaching atheism, socialisrhecause of the convictions to keep th2l, 5:27-29, 16:37, 21:33-22:1, 22:25-28,
premarital sex, homosexual sex, an8abbath and Holy days. 24:24-26:1, 28:17-20; 2Tim 4; 16-18).
other evils. In a few places, parents can Like so many other areas, we recom- Unfortunately, just as some people
be fined if they cause their children tamend that you stay out of it, unless it ifiave left one religious organization only
miss too many days of school by takingffecting you. Ultimately, Sabbath-keepio begin following another man, so some
them out for the holy days. On the otheers should hope that governments wouldeople have rejected the commonly
hand, there are areas where publ&mply leave Sabbath-keepers alone. If accepted view of law to embrace the
schools are quite good. person loses their job or if their childrenviews of one self-proclaimed legal

The choice of whether or not to homeare being persecuted in school, then theexpert. There are many such experts
school is up to each child’s parentsmay be cause to take legal action. Thisfoot today, and they do not all agree on
People should not judge each other fauthor cannot find any scriptural exampléhe important issues. But some of these
the course of action they take. We hawehere servants of the Eternal went to thexperts travel around, even to Sabbath-
witnessed sad cases where parents hostate to force other parties to make it eakeeping congregations to recruit follow-
school children because their friendger to keep the Sabbath. We think it is @ars—usually to sell an expensive course
did—not because their heart was in it—mistake to sue a school, club or othesf some kind. Some of these courses may
and their children’s education was nobrganization to have an equal number dfe worth the money, some may not be. A
very good. Similarly, we have seen caseSaturday and Sunday activities—or tdigh price is no guarantee of value.
where parents were having a terrible timmake some similar change. Whether such We offer the following recommenda-
with a particular school, but were afraidsuits are successful or not, they invariablons to those who are interested in study-
to home school because their friendsreate ill-will toward Sabbath-keepersng more about civil law.
would think they are extremists. and make it more difficult to preach the 1) Do not let your legal study replace

If you have school-age children, thergospel. your Bible study. This world’s systems
it is your duty to be involved in their "L EGAL FUNDAMENTALISM”: Many will crumble, but the Truth of the Eternal
schooling, whatever form that may takebrethren have recently discovered thandures forever.

You may need to get involved in supportchurch leaders” have taken authority to 2) Realize that legal teachers are a
groups and sometimes school legislatiothemselves that the Bible never gaviet like Bible teachers, they may have a
But it is a mistake to try to spend a lot othem. Some have gone on to investigatitle, a middle or a large amount of truth.

time trying to convince other brethren tdaws of the various civil governments inJust because you prove some of their
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teachings correct, does not mean they ateroughout Scripture where men andhight expect, most people who have had
all correct. women conspired to take over kingdomseveral unsuccessful marriages have trou-
3) Watch out for teachers with hid-or to stay in power. Abimelech killed 70ble with their next marriage. Too many
den agendas. Ask for details of theiof his own brothers in an effort to becomare far too concerned abdirtding the
background. Specifically ask if theyking (Jud 9:1-5), Saul secretly plotted taight person and not abdogingthe right
believe in racism (certain races are inheget rid of David, a well-liked man (1Samperson. At this time when there are many
ently superior to others) or in taking u®23:9), and the religious leaders paidifferent groups, we cannot expect the
arms to support their cause. Roman guards to tell a lie about ouministry or the leader of a group to be able
4) Do not listen to one teacher excluSavior’s resurrection (Matt 28:12-15). to find out a person’s past marital history.
sively, even though teachers may insist The big question regarding these corNobody should assume that just because a
that you do it. spiracy theorists is: how desirous are thgyerson talks a similar theological line that
5) The legal profession should deafo tell the truth and how desirous are thethey will be a good mate. If a person
in facts—not in emotional statements. Ifto gain a following? We have seen conrefuses to help you find out about their
a legal teacher tells you, for examplepiracy publications where some issugsast life and set up a time to talk to their
that “obtaining ebirth certificatemakes contained easily verifiable informationpast spouses and hear “their side of the
you a servant of the state,” he shouldnd other issues contained unproveabdtory”, then they are indeed a “question-
have public documents to prove it—nospeculation. Some theorists have gone able prospective mate”.
simply emotional statements like “whyfar as telling people to sell their posses- QUESTIONABLE PEOPLE L OOKING
should the state be licensing births anysions and move to a certain place wherr A DATE: For many, it is even hard-
way?” or general statements like “it'sthey would be protected from the Newer to imagine that a person could walk
hidden away somewhere in the legalorld Order. Can a man guarantee yointo a local congregation with his Bible,
codes of all 50 states.” protection from such a thing? participate in the service, and be look-
6) Study based on the needyour If your motivation for studying con- ing around for someone whom he or she
life. If you are busy serving in your con-spiracies is only to protect yourselfmight try to seduce (or force) on a date.
gregation and have little need of legakeep in mind what our Savior said: “FoilNevertheless, it does happen. Some of
study, then you should not stop your sewhoever desires to save his life will loseéhese people are largely outsiders that
vice to your congregation to study law. Ift, but whoever loses his life for My sakesee Sabbath-keepers as naive targets.
your child has been taken away becausdll find it” (Matt 16:25). Nevertheless, Others are very mixed up, long-time
someone wrongly accused you of chil&olomon said there is a time to knowSabbath-keepers that have somehow
abuse, or if your business is about to b&he wise man's eyes are in his headailed to practice what they profess.
shut down due to a Federal regulation djut the fool walks in darkness...” (EcclThey must justify it somehow. They
which you have never heard, then yoR@:14). He also said: “Of making manymay look at the examples of David,
may need to study law with urgency.  books there is no end, and much study 8olomon, and other servants of the
ConspIRACY THEORIES: There are wearisome to the flesh” (Eccl 12:12)Eternal who were used in a great way,
probably hundreds of authors whoNe recommend studying conspiracyput still had great sexual sins.
attempt to explain world events in termsheories less than we recommend studignfortunately, they fail to see the great
of secret conspiracies. Some include legadg legal fundamentalism. The proporproblems that such sins bring to all who
fundamentalism, some do not. Almost allion of unproveable speculation seemare involved with them: David’s family
have some truth. It is a well-establishedhuch higher in conspiracy theoriesfought all his life and Solomon’s son
fact that the Federal Reserve is a privatdowever, if you do study them, pleaséost most of the kingdom. The solution
corporation that has great influence on theonsider the previous six recommendas for single people to date in group

economy of the USA. The names of itsions for legal fundamentalism. activities or in restaurants and places
board members are a matter of public where there are other people. Also, it is
record. However, many of its internal Sex and Marriage essential to have a firm commitment to

workings are secret. Its actions often do QUESTIONABLE PEOPLE LOOKING sexual abstinance until marriage.
not seem favorable to the USA, but it isorR A MATE: It may sound like some- People with such a firm commitment
difficult to know the exact reasons forthing out of an old movie, but for yearsare much less likely to be seduced.
such actions—hence, conspiracy theorigdke Church of God groups have had prob-
arise. Similarly, it is no secret that Unitedems with a few people who moved Look to Our Father for Answers
States and other nations’ armed forces aaeound the country until they would find a ~ After reading all of this, it may
increasingly being asked to serve undgrospective mate and a minister whgound like we cannot trust anybody for
United Nations command. Is this an effortvould perform a wedding ceremonyanything. The Bible tells us not to place
to help make the world a safer place twithout asking too many questions aboutur trust in men (Jer 17:5). But it is
live, or is it an effort by a “New World their past marriages. Since the ministevossible to love and reach out to others
Order” to enslave the world? Conspiracygreed to perform the ceremony, unsusvithout completely putting our trust in
theories usually extend far beyond theggecting spouses often assumed that “Galdem. Our Savior did it and so can we.
two issues, some interpreting nearly evemyas blessing it.” (See the November 1996 time, we may find them to be won-
significant world event in terms of theServants’ Newfor an explanation of why derful people. Good friends endure. If
conspiracy they see. ministers do not have Biblical authority towe find them to be less than wonderful
We can see numerous example$ind and loose marriages.”) As youpeople, our slowness to place our trust
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in them will save us grief.

When we hear a new idea or cgn
sider making some major change in
life, we should evaluate it before fol-
lowing it. This includes studying th
subject, seeing what the Bible says |o
the subject, obtaining counsel, afu
prayer. We can ask our Father in heq
en to clearly show us what He woulc
want us to do. He was very patign

—

Being Wise and
Harmless—
st 1N Our FiInances

and unsure of himself, asked for a si Prophecies for Israel today are fulple who have left large church orga-
(Judges 6;36-40). The New Testameiof condemnation for injustice andnizations and are looking for ways to
contains many examples where thunfairness in our business and legalo good. You may have received
Eternal directly revealed things to pejo practices. Are you affected? Probablphone calls and mail solicitations ask-
ple through dreams, visions and otheso. We are continually bombarded byng for money for anything from inter-
kinds of revelations. [To study this, advertising: TV, radio, print media, bill- national disasters to your local fire
look up “dream(s)”, *“vision(s)”,| boards and even telephone calls. Mosiepartment. It is usually lawful for a
“reveal(ed)”, “revelation”, “prophesy”| of us know that this advertising is clevperson to say he is “collecting for the
etc. in a concordance.] erly designed to motivate us to purRed Cross” or your “local police
The Eternal does answer many wh chase something that we otherwisdepartment” as long as he gives them a
do ask in faith. If it seems He does rjcwould not. Products are marketed to udollar out of the thousands he collects.
answer you, then He may be giving ypito solve our problemsthey tell us that If you ask the soliciting organiza-
the latitude to decide. You must do thiif we buy their deodorant, people willtion for an audited statement of how
best job that you can based on yatlike us; if we buy their toy, our childrenmuch they receive and where they
understanding of the Bible and yop will be good for us; if we buy their carspend it, many of them will simply
life experience. What else can you do or clothes, we will have others’ respectstop talking to you. An honest charity
You need not be fearful of your degi- How often do we find ourselvesis usually staffed at least partly by vol-
sion, but you can be confident that yprbuying something that “we have heardinteers and is usually very happy to
have done what you can do. of” or that “we are excited about”tell you about the people and groups
If the Eternal gives you an answerrather than something that we havéhat they help. If a charity tells you that
praise and thank Him for it! But if He carefully thought out and decided thathey must keep the recipients of their
does not tell you to take it to othefswe need? If we believe that we are herid confidential, how will anyone ever
(which, by our experience, he rarglyin this life to grow to become like ourknow that anyone received anything

does), then do not try to convince o
ers that the Eternal has spoken to
(see Rom 14:22). We have witnesg
several examples of people who
believe had a revelation from th
Eternal, and then they decided that t

h Savior (Eph 4:13-14), then we shouldrom them?We, the people with the
cwant to think out our decisions ancholy spirit, are told to let our light
emake them as He would make thenshine—not pay someone else to shine
Vvirather than simply doing what someon#r us. When others see the work of the
esays is “good for us” or doing “whatspirit in us, we should be ready to give
eeveryone else is doing.” Eternallyan answer (1Pet 3:15).

must be a prophet or prophetess. Thevaluable character comes from within,

went on to try to interpret every dred
and major life experience they had a
sign that they were to preach to othg
We are told, “Despise not prophes
ings” (1Ths 5:20), but we must nev!
try to “put words in the Eternal
mouth.” If He does not answer us or
we do not understand His answer, th
we must accept it. Remember to...
Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of
this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places
(Eph 6:11-12).
—Norman S. Edward
December 1996

I not from what we buy. “Hard-luck” Con Artists

5 There are numerous schemes and There is no end to the varieties they
r.scams out there waiting for us. Somwill use, but the story almost always
y try to convince us that “everyone isnvolves an apparently “righteous”
e doing it,” others tell us they have “aperson (the con artist) with no money

b special deal, just for you.” Some try teand who desperately needs a little
i take advantage of your generosity, ottmoney (yours) right now. The stories
eers try to take advantage of your greedre well thought out to make it hard for
We can mention only a few, but theyou to verify anything important. For

principles should help you with othersexample, a person may claim that he
came to your town for a job interview,

False Charities but his wallet was stolen and he needs

As shocking as it may seem, mos$63 dollars to get a bus back home
charities do very little good with thewhere his wife (or mother) is severely
money they receive. Nearly all of thell. The place were he applied for a job
money collected is spent on the colleds closed, his wife does not have a
tion process and on a few high salarigshone, but the bus station will verify
of the people running it. Understandinghat the ticket to his “home town” costs

b this is especially important for peo- $63. Many of us want to help people
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who have genuine need, but if we helthat the vast majority of the savingdree-loaders. | know of cases where
a con-artist, we are just encouraging hiwas only 20%—the 50% savings onlypeople would wander among church
evil ways of living. occurred only on unusual calls (e.gareas with a sad story, and members
Keep in mind that the con artist from Maine to Hawaii). There are a fewwould take them in for a while. | know
wants money, but a “hard-luck” per- companies with better rates thamwf others who only attend services
son wants a solution—however it AT&T, but many of those claiming to when there is a pot-luck meal—and
may come.One of the best ways tohave better rates are into a big-timéhey never bring anything. Still others
find if people are serious about theideception. seemed to be experts at qualifying for
problem is to think of a way to solve Other long-distance companies will'third tithe assistance.” But when min-
their problem without giving them down-play the rates issue and tell yoisters from various congregations
moneyand see if they are interested. Iho use them because they give money Wwould get together, they would some-
the above example, it might work to‘Christian causes” and that the “bigtimes find the same people were free-
offer to take the person to the bus stdhree” long-distance companies givdoading in other congregations. These
tion and buy them a non-refundablenoney to “gay and liberal” causeswere almost always people who could
ticket. If they are really a person inAvoiding business with a company thatvork if they had to. “If anyone will not
need, they will be overjoyed. If they areyou know is doing evil is Biblically work, neither shall he eat” (2Ths 3:10).
con artists, they will be hesitant orsound. However, some of the “proof” The smaller organizations and inde-
refuse you. offered by these small “Christian com-pendent local congregations are proba-
Another approach that will elimi- panies” is extremely poor. Why shouldbly considered “easy marks” by free-
nate some phonies is to ask mamye let one long distance company evaleaders. They usually have an open
detailed questions and take notes: hisate the morals of another long disatmosphere and it is easy for a person
wife’s name, her parent's names anthnce company for us? We, not a telde bring up their “troubles” to the
grandparent’s names, where they grephone company, should decide teovhole congregation. The leaders prob-
up, the description of their houses, thethich charities we will give. We ably have little experience with free-
job for which he was applying, the jobsshould seek an honest phone compahyaders in the past. Some free-loaders
he previously had, the names of hithat provides good service at a reasolgan even sing or play an instrument
bosses, etc. Then, ask the same quexble price. well, or do a good job of expounding
tions over again and see if you get the Right now, there is an insidiousthe scriptures. If they tell a heart-rend-
same answers. A man in trouble caphone scam using Caribbean phoneg story, cry, praise God for bringing
easily remember these details, a comumbers with an 809 area code. Locdhem to a congregation, and only ask
artist will have trouble inventing all of long distance companies in thdor prayer—they are likely to get some
this detail (he cannot tell you how heCaribbean charge outside callerfood, a place to stay, and/or some
really lives) and keeping it straight.extremely high rates (over $20 pemoney. Itis right and good that we look
You can be straightforward with themminute) and give big rebates to peoplafter needy brethren, but it is also right
and tell them that you are not sure thatho receive foreign calls. Scam artistshat we discern truly needy people from
they are telling the truth. If the persormake calls to the US, hoping to get athose who would simply prefer that
gets angry with you for questioninganswering machine (if someoneothers work for them. An honest person
them, it is almost a sure sign that thegnswers, they hang up). When they ge&tho is taking a hand-out should want
are a con-artist. People who really neea machine, they leave an 809 area codie do some kind of work, if possible, in
help will be glad to talk to anyone whonumber and a message about a dyirekchange for what he receives. If a
is giving them even a little consideratelative or some other emergency. Ifdown & out” guest can walk around,
tion. you call back, you will either get a longvisit and do enjoyable things, but is not
recording or someone who speaks bre@ager to help with simple house-work,
Phone Bill Funny Business ken English and essentially just tries tehis is a sign of trouble.
More than one fellow Sabbath-keep you talking a long time. Since you
keeper has tried to sell long distancenade the call, you are legally responsi-  High Return Investments
service to me. Telephone billing hadle for paying for it. The problem will  You can find thousands of flyers,
become so complex that many of thget worse when the new area codes anewsletters, classified ads, investment
people who sell telephone services dimnplemented for each Caribbean courcounselors, stock brokers, and other
not understand it. (I had a salesman tey: 242, 246, 264, 268, 284, 345, 44]1entities offering investments that
me that | should give up trying to473, 664, 758, 767, 784, 787, 868, 869almost certainly” will return 30% or
understand it—just trust that his com876. Hopefully, some enterprising longnore each year. Many private individu-
pany was better.) Long distance comdistance company will offer a serviceals invest in these schemes. But think
panies often promise to save you 20% warn customers when calls they arabout it. If the huge banks and corpora-
to 50% off of AT&T’s basic rates. They making exceed a certain rate (e.g. $lons normally invest billions of dollars

do not mention that almost no one payger minute). in places that will only return about
AT&T's basic rates—that AT&T offers 10%, why don't their full-time money
at least a 25% discount to nearly every- Free-Loaders managers find and invest in all of these

one. After analyzing some of these Even the tightly-controlled hierar-30% and more investment opportuni-
“20% to 50% savings” deals, | foundchical organizations had their share dies? Because they know that such a
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high percentage of these investmerand required little knowledge or work?home, work, PO Box and best-friend’s
schemes will fail that they would belf so, who would feed us, build housesaddresses and do not bother to send
better off with a relatively sure 10%make clothes, etc? If we expect théhe dollar to the person on top of the
return than 40% returns where half oEternal to bless our efforts, we must blst.” This causes them to get more
the investments completely fail (100%serving our fellow man with our money from the scheme and others to
negative return). efforts, not simply extracting moneyget lessAnother sign of an_evilenter-
Yes, there are some investmentom somewhere. prise: the more deceptive you are,
that really do pay high rates or return. the more money you make-not true
But all of them sound good to the Pyramid or “Chain Letter” about honest work. The conclusion of
investor—especially if this is the first Fund Raising. the matter is: some people pay more
time that he heard about such an invest- One of the most common falsethan they receive and some receive
ment. It is usually the worst invest-money-raising schemes is based on timore than they pay, but nothing useful
ments that are the most promoted—theld concept of the “chain letter.” Youis accomplished and a lot of time and

better ones people see and do not nebdve probably received a letter thagffort is wasted.

much promotion. Unless you have thasks you to send a letter, picture post- It is our understanding that the

~

ability to really analyze the people, thecard, or a certain amount of money t
organization, and the technical meritsomeone on the top of the list in the lef
of a high-return investment, then youer, and add your name to the bottom g
are just taking a bad risk. A retiredthe list and mail some number of copie
dairy farmer probably has the skills(between 10 and hundreds) of the letté
necessary to evaluate a new dairy farmo friends or a purchased mailing list. A
operation that is seeking his investletter may explain in detail how you
ment. If he feels the operation will be aneed only send one dollar to the persg
success, it makes sense to invest—lom top of the list, then send 100 letter|
will be able to tell when things goto people who all send 100 letters t
wrong and to insist on correctivepeople who all send 100 letters to pec
action. The same man probably shouldle who will all send a dollar to you
not invest in soybean fields in Costavhen your name is finally on top of the
Rica or a start-up cable television comlist and you will get a million dollars.
pany—even though the profit potentiaWow! It sounds great: you spend a dol
might be higher. He simply cannotlar and get a million dollars!
evaluate them as well. But consider the end of it: the mil-
The Old Testament law and thdion people who sent you a dollar al
book of Proverbs agree: it is best if dope to get a million dollars too. When
person manages his own resourcetey send out their hundred letters eac
rather than leaving them to others. Ithere will be enough for every one o
age or other concerns prevent a persdéine nearly 100-million households in
from day-to-day responsibility, a per-the USA. Then, where will those hun-
son should invest in areas where he calied million people get their million
know that he is making a wise choice.dollars? There is no significant numbe
of people who have not received a let
Little or No Work ter, so everyone who has alread
Money-Making Schemes received a million dollars has to bs
Again, you can see these ads likevilling to accept more letters so tha
this in the back of many magazines: everyone can have a million dollars
Anyone can earn $50,000 a year How many letters, on average, doe
in your own home with no invest- each person have to accept and procg
ment and no special skills. Send  so that everyone can have a milliol
$30 for complete information avail-  dollars? A million letters! Yes, if every-
able no where else!” one is going to get a million dollars,
If you answer such an ad, you mayhey are all going to have to pay a mil
get instructions to place an ad just likdion dollars! Even if they use bulk mail,
the one you answered. Or, you may getach will have to pay about $200,000 i
some other dishonest or impracticabostage. Is this a productive activity?
scheme. Whether the scheme produces In reality, such nonsense is neve
money or not, you must ask these quesarried to the entire country—mos{
tions: Are you doing something usefupeople ignore the letter, some peopl
for the money you receive... or are yofollow its instructions, and some peo
becoming a con artist? Could everyonple replace all of the names an(

in the world have a job that paid welladdresses on the letter with their ow

Why Write
About all this
Physical Stuff?

The Eternal put us in a physical
universe so we can learn spiritual
principles that we can use for all
time (1Cor 10:11, 9:9-10, 15:46-
51). We have used several pages
to cover some physical items to
both explain those items and how
spiritual deceptions can work.

It is easy to understand that a
long-distance salesman will try to
convince us that rates are horribly
complicated and we shouldn'’t try
to understand them. That makes
the customer feel better about not
understanding them and also
makes it possible for the salesman
to receive his commissions for
selling his service which may well
be a bad deal.

Once we understand this
deception, then we can under-
stand a “spiritual teacher” who
might tell us that doctrines are too
complicated for us to understand,
and that we should leave them to
the professional theologian (him).
We become comfortable trusting
in a teacher who seems to “have it
all figured out.” Later on, he tells
us that we should never listen to
any other teacher besides him—
and we should send all of our con-
tributions only to him. While he
claims that these teachings are for
our benefit, it becomes obvious
they primarily benefit him. —NSE

December 1996
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above type of pyramid scheme is now illeeery stores do a big business in sellinguy it from an individual? Sears will often
gal in the United States. However, there angater—individuals often spent over $100eplace or repair defective items anywhere
many similar, apparently legal, schemeper year. | was looking for a place wherein the country—multi-level can’'t make
where the participants are instructed to bugould buy an effective water filter, butsuch a claim. There is really no reason to
some token item from one or more of theould not find it. By chance, an out-of-multi-level market toilet paper, potatoes,
“people on the list.” The effect is the saméown friend offered to demonstrate a wateor undershirts. The cheapest way to sell
as above, only even more money is wastditer and had some very good scientifichings that everyone uses is the large
on postage and meaningless products. data on how the filter worked.warehouse concept: items are moved
Furthermore, it paid for itself in a little directly from trucks to the sales floor by
Multi-Level Marketing over a year. | purchased the filter andorklift, and the sales people need only
Multi-level marketing is a method of became a salesman—it cost very little tanwrap the pallets and open the boxes.
sales where salesmen are compensatget started. | sold about 10 water filters to  3) It must be financially worthwhile
not only for how much product they sellfriends over several years—doing thdor a person to only sell the product and
but also how many people they sign up gdumbing work myself when necessary. hot “sign up” other salesmen. If the entire
salesmen for the company. When aever had to go to meetings or buy angmphasis of the program is on how much
worthwhile product that requires a lot oftraining material. | earned enough moneynoney you will make when you sign up
hands-on customer education is beintp make my efforts worthwhile and | neverlO salesmen who each sign up 10 other
sold, multi-level marketing makes sensehad any complaints from customers. Mostalesmen, it is a pyramid scheme as we
Unfortunately, some multi-level market-of my sales came from customer referralqreviously described. Simple math shows
ing programs are litle more than disi never signed up any other salesmenhat only a few percent of the people in an
guised, big-dollar pyramid schemeslLater, | began using another non-multiorganization can have 100 people
Some programs require a new salesmdevel company that would sell me a com~underneath them.” If the “people at the
to personally buy initial inventory, sam-parable filter cheaper and let me charge @vottom” cannot survive, the whole pyra-
ples, instruction materials and otheeven lower price for it. | continued sellingmid will eventually come crashing down.
items. Some require a substantial casimtil | moved. Had not my friend intro-  4) You should not be required to con-
payment for the “privilege” of becoming duced the filter to me and been motivatetinually go to “hype meetings” or pay for
a salesmen. Often, the person who signéd “sign me up” as a salesmen, | and marmgontinued motivational materials and
up the new salesman receives a portion ofhers would have spent $1000’s more atmaining. If you are selling technical prod-
this initial payment. When this happensbottled water over the years. ucts that really do require training (for
there is a great motivation for individuals ~ Unfortunately, most multi-level mar- example, you learn to install an outdoor
to simply sign up other salesmen and ndteting experiences are not as nice. Th@vimming pool), that is good. But most

to sell the product at all. It is much likemost common problems are: programs require attendance of meetings
the “pyramid fund-raising.” 1) People put in more money tharthat just tell people to sign, sign, sign dis-
I know of one specific company thatthey ever get out. tributors and sell, sell, sell products. All

gave new salesmen the best commission 2) People put in far more time tharthis will do is frustrate you or cause you
percentage if they would start by buyinghe little amount of money they receive ido haveproblems3, 4, and 5 listed above.
thousands of dollars of their product—aworth.
gasoline additive. They told salesmen there 3) People lose their friends when they Summary
was no risk, because they gave a writtetontinually pester them to buy or become These problems are especially diffi-
guarantee that they could return unopenaetistributors. cult with members of the same local con-
products back to the company at any time. 4) People lose their friends when theigregation. For some reason, some people
Millions of dollars of product was pur- friends do buy the product and are unhagiet mixed up and think that because they
chased, commissions were paid, angy with it. are doing business with “church mem-
everyone was happy. Later, after some 5) People lose their friends when theibers,” that the other guy should be espe-
salesmen realized that the world just doefiends become distributors and experieially nice to them. If they are buying,
n't need millions of gallons of gasolineence these five problems. they expect better work or a better prod-
additive, they began returning their entire If you are considering joining a multi- uct at a lower price. If they are selling
hoard of product. The company had trouevel marketing program, look for the fol-they expect that if they do not deliver the
ble getting back commissions that hadbwing points: product or service on time or as promised,
already been paid, so they revised their 1) The product must be good. If thehat “the brother will understand and not
buy-back policy: within 90 days theyproduct does not live up to its claims, yobe angry.” In reality, people should
would begin refunding only about 75% ofwill be making enemies with each salealways try to expect and/or deliver the
the product purchase price. Most of theiRemember, you will probably see youlagreed upon product at the agreed price.
salesmen decided to return the producuistomers again in the resurrection. Will Our Savior taught that these big
before the 90 days were up and the comptirey be happy about what you sold thenissues—how we conduct ourselves in our
ny went bankrupt—nearly all of their prof-or will you have to say “I needed therelationships—are the weightier matters
its had been on product sold to salesmen+oney.” No amount of marketing canof the law—more important than many
not to people actually using the product. make a bad product good. Use the prodesser issues (Matt 23:23fhe book of
On the opposite extreme, | personallycts a while before selling them. Proverbs has much to say about busi-
worked for a multi-level company that 2) The product must be the most costess practices:what we should do and
made water filters. Most of Southerreffective solution and easily available. Ithow we should deal with others. It is
California has very hard and/or pollutedhe same thing is available from a Seamorthwhile reading!
water. Bottled water distributors and grostore at a similar price, why should anyone —Norman S. Edwards
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Church Newspaper to Begin in February

The Journal: News of the Churches of God

In Transition Staffers Tackle New Publication

cation for members of the sible, Philadelphia. : season, to present what | feel will
Churches of God scattered abroad “We have brethren in all these grougsextremely helpful information, includin
is scheduled to roll off the press in Feband I think it's important to people wher-some concepts brethren on all sides of

BIG SANDY, Texas—A new publii Global, International and, as much as féaarly in 1997, before the spring festi

ruary, announced its publisher, Dixorever they are to keep up with thelrfrlendassue haven't heard before. As thin
Cartwright. i and brethren,” said Mr. Cartwright. i stand now, we plan a two-part ser
Mr. Cartwright is taking orders for the { beginning in the first issue to address

new publication, which is targeted afihe extent of individuals . calendar head on.”

members of the Churches of God that But, besides spotlighting the larger oﬁ

have their roots in the Worldwide Churchshoots of the Worldwide Church of GodGe"t'ng the word out

of God as well as other Sabbatarians. : THE JOURNAL NEws oF THECHURCHES OF i Mr. Cartwright is asking the brethren

It's also aimed at readers dh i Gopis committed to letting its readers inhelp get the word out aboTitiE JOURNAL
Transition, who for almost two years on the activities, trials and efforts of thoséNEws oF THECHURCHES oFGoD. Although
could read the latest news of the people affoups of two, three or two dozen as thelge previously announced thiat Transi-
God in that publication. : go into all the world starting with their tion subscribers would each receive a f
s ¢ next-door neighbors. i issue, he was not able to complete t
Another In Transition: © “Many people are coming to realize thearrangement.

Comparisons within Transition are ; extent of the network of individuals anid In lieu of that offer, he is offering th
inevitable, Mr. Cartwright thinks, but hetiny gatherings,” Mr. Cartwright says. “I first issue free to charter subscribers, W
notes differences as well as similarities ithink a service our newspaper can do is will receive 12 monthly issues for $1
the two publications. . let people know they are not the onlyplus the free Vol. 1, No. 1 (whil

THE JourRNAL NEws oF THECHURCHES: ones, whether they're individuals or paravailable).
or Gop will do its best to report on hap-of the biggest or smallest assemblies.”:  Subscription rates for internation
penings in the groups and will publish Mr. Cartwright, who has worked ohreaders will vary depending on country
essays and sermon summaries based Ghurch of God publications since 1973residence, but for the time being Canad
Scripture. . believes the new newspaper can provideaders may subscribe for $24 (U

THE JOURNAL NEWs OF THECHURCHES : for a need that was filled “admirably” byfunds) and other international readers
oF Gop will provide a forum for God's IN TRANSITION : $36 for 12 issues (plus the free first issu
people to communicate with each othet in “But there are still articles to write. Arrangements are being worked out
what Mr. Cartwright is sure will be a Ilve We're not all out of transition yet by anyregional distribution of the newspaper
ly letters section. means. The people of God are a dyinternational areas.

“Some people loved the letters In namic, in some cases cohesive, but ma

Transition,and others hated themotes: times shattered set of individuals, and Asking for help

Mr. Cartwright, who served as editorlat: publication in the format of a newspaper Mr. Cartwright solicits material fron

Transition.“But | think most subscriber$ can do much to encourage and inform th@od’s people scattered abroad. His m

turned to them first because we didn’brethren during their efforts to do the willing address for queries, news, comms

mind allowing people to have their say.” of God.” . and subscriptions i$HE JOURNAL NEwS
THE JOURNAL NEWS OF THECHURCHES? A few surprises await readers Ofe | oF THE CHURCHES OFGOD, P.O. Box 1020

oF Gob will keep tabs on the happeningsJournAL NEws oF THECHURCHES OFGOD. | Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

at Ambassador University as it faces the “We've got some good information on Send E-mail to the publication

most challenging year in its history.  : some controversial subjects—the calerkartreit@aol.com. Or send faxes to (9(
It will bring readers news of United, dar postponements, for example. We plad36-9097.
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To subscribe to THe JournAL: NEws OF THE CHURCHES oF Gob, send $18 for 12 issues (plus free Vol. 1, No. 1, while available) to-l
THE JOURNAL: NEws oF THE CHURCHES oF Gob, Box 1020, Big Sandy, TX 75755, U.S.A.
(Texas residents add sales tax). If you cannot afford the subscription price, free subscriptions will be made available as funds permit.

If you would be interested in distributing the
free first issue to other people, please contact

the publisher as soon as possible. You can I
receive 10 to 100 copies of the first issue to dis-

tribute mailed to you in bulk. Please request Name

only as many as you would be able to distrib- I I
ute to potential subscribers. The response to Address

this offer will affect the print run, so please write I I
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, TX 75755, U.S.A,, City/state/zip/country

fax (903) 636-9097 or E-mail kartreit@aol.com
by Jan. 31. Donations to help defray shipping

- Price for Canadian residents: $24 for 12 issues (plus free 1st), $36 for other countries.
costs are appreciated but not necessary.
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Sabbath-keepers Gome Together ~ The Bride’s Journal Magazine Siwihusanviime, no stings attached

i 161 The objectives that this magazine isime. | feel if there is a COG7 in Jim and

fm' Message on Natlﬂnal ongms striving to accomplish is to bring aBarbara’s area, they would treat them the

It was a great pleasure speakingnuch lacking and much needed teaclsame way.
before about another 20 people todaiyg of separation to the COG brethren. God is so much more than a denom-
(Nov 30, 1996)—this time in the This includes homesteading, homénation or a set of doctrines! | feel | can
Central Coast. Incredibly hot day andchooling, Biblical courtship, and theworship God anywhere, but it does feel
very uncomfortable surroundings. like, as well as eschatology. It also planso good to have a group you can fel-

But it was worth it. | was supposedo bring a strong teaching of Family tdowship with when you can.
to speak in 2 weeks but they asked mencourage Malachi 4:6 EliYah relation- —Clyde Thompson
yesterday to speak today as the persships in the COG part of the Body andP.O. Box 1236, Huntsville, AL 35807
who was going to came down sick. to teach the spiritual analogies of

Decided to speak to them about thEather-Son, Husband-Wife, betrothal- mietan
fise of Germany and the part she playgurtanip. Other areas il maude VoW Fiaus Ministerial Transfers
in European history, the model HolySabbaths, immutability of Law, etc. The following quotes are from
Roman Empires over the centuries etc. Title: The Bride's Journal Richard Pinelli’'s letter to UCG ministers
Again they were convinced and some Cost: Free (donations appreciatedand wives. Pinelli is the Director of
agreed on a Germany=Assyrian link. even a dollar or two, but will be sent taMinisterial Services, United Church of

They also agreed that the separatedose unable to give.) God, an International Association.
(or historical) Adventists are much clos-  Address: Doves Farm Ministries, Underlining was added b$N.
er doctrinally to the various COG’s tharKunkletown, PA 18058 In the United States the United Church
the current SDAS! In fact they called me  Phone: Toll-free 888-887-DOVE. of God has 118 full-time and two part-time
an Adventist much to my surprise. field ministers serving 231 congregations

Also, you may be pleased to know i with an average weekly Sabbath attendance
that as a DIRECT result of the FOSA Staymg At Hﬂme? Tl'y the of 13,600. Tﬁis means that we have the
conference, a couple of them which equivalent of one full-ime minister for every
attended turned off the trinity and adopt- Church of God Seventh nay 114 individuals attending. Since we have
ed Unitarianism or Binitarianism. Now  After some twenty plus years in the had to spread out to cover all the churches,
that has spread amongst the groupsWorldwide Church of God, | felt it was this may have increased our workload, and
have visited in Canberra and Campiime to move on in early 1994. Unlike yet this may be less than the workload from
belltown as well as the Central Coast. Jim and Barbara, | decided to stay with anthe past. This is due primarily to having
In fact, coincidentally, some of organization, (the Church of God Seventh fewer members across the same geograph-
them had actually dropped the trinity aDay). [Jim and Barbara Damiano wrote ic area. Because of this diminished ratio of
the same time without knowing thosehe “stay-at-home Church of God” letter fyll-time ministers to attendees, the Church
who came to the conference had! explaining why they do not attend with is currently spending over 60% of its income
| am also trying to introduce them toany group, August 199%Bervants’ News  for salaries and other related expenses. This
the concept that the original Adventist | feel fellowship is very important. |eaves less than 40% for all other expenses
statement of beliefs stated that therou can attend a Church on a regularincluding the preaching of the Gospel to the
were 2 new births—one at conversiomasis without agreeing on every doctrine world. Hopefully, a steady increase in mem-
and another at the resurrection. and without ever becoming a member. bership over the next year will allow us to
Also, | met the wife of one of the During the past year and a half, | have begin to put a higher percentage of the
publishers of a newsletter | havebeen alay leader of COG7 in Huntsville, Church's income into preaching the Gospel.
received (on and off) for years. Alabama. Over that year and a half, we  Because the proportion for ministerial
Afterwards we had a great typicahave had a few people from the WCG salaries and benefits is already so high, we
SDA lunch in an idealic Edenic settingand the CGlI attend until they could find  simply cannot hire more ministers. Yet there
at one of their homes. One of thenthe place God wanted them. We didn't are still areas which cry out for pastors.
actually did visit UCG recently. mind providing fellowship for them, and  Some of our men are stretched beyond their
—Craig Martin White, we did not ask them for finances. human capacity, while in other areas there

GPO Box 864, Sydney, Australia 2001 If anyone is in this position around is an excess of manpower. The Ministerial

craigwhl@pop.ozonline.com.auour area, they are more than welcome t~ [Continued on page 20]
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Luestions & Responses on
“Tithing ~

What does the Bible say about tithing? Where have modern tithing practices come from? Our research
began with this letter from Dale Stogner in September of 1995. It covers a number of basic questions that
many people ask. For an in-depth study, write for our free article, How Do We Give to the Eternal?

REQUEST FOR RESEARCH: There is that do a good job. Where would tithedirst tithe used by the Israelites cele-
a need for someone to do honegjo if a local elder was doing a bad jobBrated the Feasts. Also, a portion of it
research into the subject of tithing and he real difficulty we find with study- was shared with the poor and Levites
how the Church of God should bang tithing in the New Testament isin the third and sixth years. Others say
financed. Do you know of someonehis: there are multiple verses abouhat there were two tithes. One we
who has done non-agenda drivegiving money to people who preactwould think of as first tithe. The sec-
research into this subject? Here arthe Gospel and to the poor, but therend we would think of as second tithe
some questions that | believe need tare no verses at all about any congré years 1, 2, 4, and 5 and third tithe in
be answered: gational leader collecting or usingyears 3 and 6. | don’t know of anyone
ResPoNSE | have a number of arti- tithes. but WCG and splits who held to three
cles on the subject and | am beginning Hebrews 7 shows that Abrahantithes. We should at least look at this.
to study it. Most articles seem to bgyave a tenth of the spoils of war to REsPoNseE There is a reference in
biased--either for or against. Most artiMelchizedek. But it is hard to call thisthe apocryphal book of Tobit to paying
cles in favor of tithing seem to be writ-“increase” since Abraham gave all othree tithes and some other references
ten from the point of view of “God’s the rest of the spoil back to the king oin the Talmud. These sources were
work will collapse if this eternal law is Sodom (Gen 14:22-23). Abrahanused to justify the third tithe in the
not obeyed.” Most of the ones writtergave this amount as a thanks to tharticle Does God Really Command
against it seem to take the approadaternal for delivering the enemies intorhree Tithes?by Raymond McNair
that everyone who tithes is foolishlyhis hand (Gen 14:20). We can also b@lobal Church News, Nov-Dec 1994,
wasting their money. sure that spoil of war was not normalp 12). As far as | know, the WCG,
I'll answer as many of your ques-ly tithed as only 1/50th was given toGCG and other major off-shoots,
tions as | can—and hopefully producehe Eternal in another war (Numalways presented this minority Jewish
a written work on the subject in a few81:30-47). The reason the writer o¥iew to their congregations as if it
months. Hebrews uses this example of showwere the only Jewish view. My limited
QuEesTioN 1: Since tithes were ing Levi (son of Abraham) was sub-esearch indicates that most religious
originally to be paid to Levites servient to Melchizedek is becausdews believed in two tithes, but some
(Numbers 18), and there are ndahis is the only story in the Oldactually believe in one.
Levites today, how is tithing justified? Testament that we have about QuEesTioN 3: Some scholars say
| realize that the WCG, and many othAbraham and Melchizedek. There ighat all that was tithable was farming
ers, have taught that Hebrews showenly one other reference toand ranching, not wages, and not even
that the Levitical system was transMelchizedek is in Psalms 110. fishing or mining, even though they
ferred to the ministry, but that is not Some will say that the “change ofdepend on natural resources. Others
what the Bible actually says. It says ithe law” spoken of in Hebrews 7:12 issay wages are tithable.
was transferred to Christ. a change in the law of tithing. Response All biblical commands
Response When we realize that However the context of either side ofor tithing are associated with produce
the greeldiakonostranslated “minis- this verse is sacrifices and a change from the land. | think most Jewish
ter” means “servant,” and that there ithe priestly duties. This would be arsources recognize that if a man lost his
no scripture that says all “ministers®™unusual context to mention tithingland and was working for a wage, he
are a special “ordained” class of peosince tithes were given to the Leviteslid not pay tithes on his wage. All
ple, then it becomes very difficult towho gave to the priests. Priests did ndithes were given in produce. Only
define exactly to whom tithes couldreceive tithes directly (Num 18:26-tithe for the festival is mentioned as
have been transferred. Some commegs). being possible to convert into money
tators conclude the word translated QuesTioN 2 Some Jewish schol- (Deut 14:23-26). Some have quoted
“honor” in 1 Timothy 5:17 means ars hold that there was onbpetithe. Exodus 22:29 (KJV) as proof that peo-
compensation, but the verse states théthat we have come to know asc- ple should give tithes on manufactured
the compensation was only for thosend tithewas simply a portion of the products: “Thou shalt not delay to
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offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of in the sixth year. Can we keep the sevwAacrease. Can someone clearly explain
thy liquors.” Most other translationsenth year and the 7-year cycle withoutow firstfruits applies, if at all?
do not say “liquor” but “juices.” This the sixth year blessing? ResPoNsE Firstfruits were a sepa-
does not appear to be some lengthy Deuteronomy 12 mentions tithingrate offering of unspecified amount.
manufacturing process, but anothétin the land which the Lord God of The Pentecost wavesheaf and other
way of harvesting produce. Wheryour fathers is giving you to pos-offerings were firstfruits. 2Chr 31:5,
some fruits are very ripe and soft, it isess’—right after it mentions destroyNeh 10:37, Neh 12:44 and other scrip-
easier to juice them for short-ternming all the places where the nationtures show that tithing and firstfruits
preservation than keep the fruit wholeserved other gods. Today, churches aveere separate. Yes, the tenth animal
Secondly, this verse is about firstnot in charge of civil governments andvas the one tithed. If you were poor
fruits, not tithes. do not destroy false worship servicesand had only nine animals, there was
I think it is important to look at the Should they collect tithes? It is impornot one to tithe. If some animals died
context for all the commands to tithetant to note when Israel gathereduring the year or if the king took
Almost every one is in the sections omanna before they went into the landsome away as taxes, it seems one
scripture dealing with land distributionit says each man gathered according tould tithe on the increase that was
and the fact that the Levites do nohis eating (Ex 16:18). If tithing wereleft. These scriptures would seem to
have an inheritance. We find nothingan eternal law, why did not the Eternabe relevant if one was trying to decide
about tithing in the major chapters orhave the other tribes tithe their mannahether they should tithe on gross or
law such as Ex 20-24, Lev 18-20, Nunto the Levites? net income.
6-8, Deut 21-25. Tithing always QUESTION 6: Some say that Christ QuEesTioN 8. The WCG, and oth-
appears to be mentioned in the conterind the apostles did not receive tithegrs, use that fact that Abraham was the
of the land of Israel. but instead told the disciples to bd-ather of the Faithful and he gave ten
QuEsTION 4: Some say that only happy with what people give you.  percent to Melchizedek. Yet the Bible
Israelites living in certain geographic REsSPONSE There are about asays he gave, not that he paid. Also,
areas are bound to tithe. dozen references to funds and mondie example of Jacob is used, but
Response | think tithing would in the New Testament. None of thendacob says you do this and that | will
apply as long as there is a civil govindicates that the congregation leadefsay ten percent.
ernment with Levites and priests taeceived tithes. Most indicate the ResPonse We have already dis-
tithe to. It is also important to realizeopposite. When explaining the needussed the fact that it was not even an
that the Eternagave themland free for supporting congregational leaderdncrease from which Abraham was
and clear—today almost no churchPaul twice quotes (1Cor 9:9, 1Timpaying ten percent. Jacob asked for a
members own land that produce$:18) from Deut 25:4, “You shall notdeal with the Eternal in Genesis 28:19-
wealth. Most of us pay taxes, we paynuzzle an ox while it treads out the22: he asked to be taken care of and to
rent or a mortgage just to live somegrain.” Paul definitely knew the return to his father’s house in peace—
where, we pay for transportation to getithing scriptureslf tithing is the key in exchange for 1) making the Eternal
to our job, and numerous other payto personal financial prosperity, | his God, making the stone God’'s
ments that could hardly be counted asm uncertain why he did not teach it house, and tithing on what the Eternal
part of our “increase.” Tithing on netto them. Also, if tithing were a regu- gaveto him. Jacob served Laban six
or even gross income in our societyar practice, we would expect to segears for his cattle and his wages were
extracts a much larger part of one’'guestions or discussions on how thehanged 10 times (Gen 31:41). There
disposable income than it did inmoney was spent. Nearly every grougvas no record that he tithed on any of
ancient Israel. that tithed in our day has had sucthis—how does one tithe on wives or
QuEsTioN 5: Why are there tithes questions. However, every time theren cattle when your wages are changed
paid in the seventh year? Even if theris a financial need in the NewlO times in six years? Also, these
is biblical justification for tithing in Testament, we do not find decisionshings were not given to him, he
years 1-6, why tithe in the seventton how to spend money, but ways twvorked. As the promise to make that
year? collect or earn money: (1Cor 4:12stone “God’s house” was not fulfilled
RespoNsE This question shows 1Cor 16:1-4, 2Cor 8, 1Thes 2:9, 2Theantil much later when Israel left Egypt
how far away we are from the com-3:8). If most of the New Testamento become a nation, there is no Bible
plete system the Eternal gave Israetongregation was tithing to “theevidence that tithing began until Israel
Leviticus 25:21 promises a blessing ichurch” it is hard to know why Paulentered the promised land. There, the
the sixth year that would be enoughvas still working for a living. Where Eternal gave Jacob’s descendants land,
for three years. | worked for tithe-col-was all of the tithe money going?  and they fulfilled Jacob’s promise and
lecting church organizations for nearly QuesTtion 7: The Bible clearly gave Him 10 percent.
all of my adult life and they neverstates that the tenth animal is the tithe to QuEsTion 9: Paul, in the letter to
increased my salary three-fold in thée paid, yet the WCG has used the firsthe Corinthians says he has robbed
sixth year—nor did | receive otherfruits scriptures mentioned in the Bibleother churches instead of receiving
blessings to make a three-fold increage say that God has first claim orwhat he was due from the Corinthians.

Pagelf =i > December 1996



But, from this arises two questionssome more research, but it seems thiaave all my Christian life.
First, how can Paul legally and moralyou are right. | would like to point out = REsPonse | tithed on my gross
ly justify permitting the Corinthians to that giving is listed as a spiritual gift inincome for many years and it never
not pay the tithe? He could not legaljlRomans 12:8. | think many peoplébothered me. | was happy to be a part
or morally justify letting them break have been blessed for their cheerfdf the good work that was done
the Sabbath or become thievegiving (2Cor 9:7) and great works havehrough the WCG. People like myself
Second, if Paul can claim the authoribeen done because of it. However, thiend others learned so much about the
ty to receive a tithe from other churchabove verse indicates that peoplBible because someone else paid for
es, why does he use the word robbedhould not give grudgingly or out ofan expensive radio broadcast and a
It can only be robbery if the fundsnecessity (which is the way many peomagazine. | am not saying it always
belonged to another person. If theple tithe). There are many other spirituhas to be done that way, but that is the
belong to another person, how doeal gifts, but we have not been encoumway that the Eternal reached me. | was
this wash with the heavily quoted Malaged to cultivate them. largely unaware of the error and evil
3 regarding a man robbing God? | have seen people study the scrighat went on in the WCG until my last

ResPonsE If tithing was an age- tures on tithing, conclude it was nofew years there. If | had a similar job
old law like the 10 commandments—applicable for today, and then cease tand family size today, | would proba-
essential to physical prosperity, then support or do any kind of work. I thinkbly contribute about the same amount
is hard to understand why Paul did nct person is better off giving 10 percentsomewhere else) to preach the gospel
command it. But he did not. You haveo support an organization that wasteas | did back then. However, since |
made a point about robbing othehalf of it and preaches the gospel witlam now involved in a full-time service
churches, the Greek word appears the other half, than they are to produc® the brethren, and since we are not
mean that. If tithing were sent to ano fruit on their own. Each person willreceiving enough now to feed our
central office, it certainly would havebe judged by their work (1 Cor 3:11-family, it does not make sense for me
been Paul’'s decision on how to spend5). If “giving” is the only gift we pos- to borrow money or deplete savings so
it. Malachi made his prophecy whilesess, we should do it “with liberality”. | can contribute somewhere elfEhis
there were hundreds of years of thblevertheless, there is no commandarticle was written in September
Levitical system left. These verses arment anywhere in the Bible for al1995, in 1996 we received enough
very national in promise: “For youpriest, congregation leader or anyongupport to pay our living expens-
have robbed Me, even this wholdo check on people to see if they ares—NSE.]
nation.” (Mal 3:9). “And | will *“giving according to the law.” They  Question 12 Have you achieved
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, sstand or fall before the supreme Judgaex exempt status yet? Many more
that he will not destroy the fruit of in this matter. people would contribute more money
your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to For years, organizations withonce you have done so.
bear fruit for you in the field,” Says thetithing doctrines have told their mem- Response When this was writ-
Lord of hosts; ‘And all nations will bers that if they trusted the Eternalen in 1995, | was still attempting to
call you blessed, for you will be athey would have more availablereceive tax exempt status. Later, |
delightful land,” says the Lord of money if they tithed and trusted theeame to realize how IRS tax
hosts.” (Mal 3:11-12). This must beEternal to make up the differenceexempt status essentially puts an
about the nation of Israel. Did anyPeople sent in their tithes in faith an@rganization under the control of
other church or nation call the WCGsome received miracles that kept thesiny and all IRS regulations, both
“blessed” because they have a lot dfudgets balanced. A question weresent and future. (See the
money? might ask today is: do the church orgaMarch-April 1996 Servants’ News

Question 10 When | studied the nizations have faith that the Eternafor more information.) When an
old WCG tithing booklet, | noticed two will provide for them if they honestly organization teaches its members
things. First, the booklet starts withtell their congregations what the scripto pay three tithes on their gross
what amounts to fear tactics. Secondires say about tithing? income, tax exemption is a near
the booklet continues on with the QuEesTion 11: Can you help me out necessity for the survival of the
needs of the Church to preach thwith some published Church of Godnembers. When preaching of the
gospel. The scriptural references anmesearch on the above questions? GBospel is done from a low-budget,
not exhaustive, which they could be oan you give me answers to the abovgigh-faith approach (Luke 10:4,17;
so limited a topic. The above questionguestions from the Bible and logic. ItActs 3:6), tax exemption is not so
were not addressed. The booklet bass an important topic that needs to bémportant. People can give less but
cally assumes a position and uses feaddressed. | personally will continuehe a work done mostly by the spir-
and the needs of the church to impode follow the example of my Fatherit can still flourish.
tithing. Is it possible that this booklet,Abraham and give at least ten percent For more information write for
which has so greatly affected manyf my increase to the Church of Godour free article, How Do We Give
people’s financial planning is in error?f tithing is biblically mandated, then | to the Eternal?

Response We would like to do will be happy to continue tithing, as | —Norman S. Edwards
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“Independence Day” from page 2 room-like church setting, where one man Clearly, it's “Independence Day”!
Independent Ministries speaks and the rest take nabes,rather Men and organizations have noticed that
When you hear the word, “aposthat all may speak, one after another, independence “sells”, and are quick to
tolic’, does your mind conjure upas the Holy Spirit moves(1Cor. 14:29- try to capitalize on many who search for
images of well-bred, refined men in33). When one man said he could nan “independent church”. But that is not
royal robes sitting in meeting rooms likdearn without a “trained” teacher (ActsChrist-like and such men will eventually
statesmen, planning the course d:31), the holy spirit took the teachebe exposed for what they are. Leaders
Christianity? If so, then the word “min-away (vs. 39) possibly to establish thalvithout good conscience can cause
ister” probably calls to your mind this idea was false. No particular man isnany sincere brethren to be “ship-
visions of men in tailored suits in mod-necessary for the congregation to learmrecked” along the way (1Tim. 1:19).
ern board-rooms, answerable only tesince the Holy Spirit is our primary  Some ministries seek to gather many
their superiors, drawing a regular salaryeacher (1Jn 2:27), however, men can lbedependent ministries under their
enjoying the use of a car and their houdeelpful as we learn from one anothewings. In order to become affiliated as
paid for by church funds, and bearing1Cor 14:31) But spiritual knowledgean “independent ministry”, groups may
unquestioned rule over the membershiglCor 12:9) and the ability to teach itbe asked to fill out an application (can
The Apostle Paul then, would not beEph.4:11) ar@ifts from God and cannot you imagine Paul or Peter doing this?)
a “minister” by this definition. At times, be acquired by graduating from aragreeing that they will abide by certain
he had no clothing, no office or even accredited college, though college mapolicies and adopt certain doctrines.
place to live, was considered “poor” andbe helpful in developing these gifts. While this may seem like a reasonable
sometimes went hungry (2Cor 11:27). You can expect that those who teachafeguard against heretical teaching,
He taught that ministers and laity shoulthe Word of God and have little or nosuch affiliation takes away from inde-
be answerable to each other at timdermal training, will be belittled by the pendence! Do you see the contradiction
(Eph. 5:21) . He had no secured incoméeligious leaders who do have the trainhere? Small groups, eager for fellowship
for he was self-employed (1Cor 4:12ing, even as Jesus was by the Phariseasth others, and accustomed to large
1Thes 2:9) so other ministers would fol{Jn 15:20). In fact, those closest t@atherings, may jump at the chance to
low his example (2Thes. 3:8-10). Helesus, who grew up with Him and knevbecome affiliated, not realizing that they
walked most of the time, and when hé&lim the best, treated Him the worst, nbhave been deceived and brought into
did have a craft to travel in, it was ofterdoubt thinking that He couldn’t be abondage once again by men, and have
very unreliable and dangerous, resultingeacher of the Law” and shouldn'tlost their liberty in Christ.
in several shipwrecks (2Cor 11:25)contradict those who are, for He was Other organizations are founded on
When he had a home, he rented it withnly a carpenter (Lk. 4:22, 24). Ofthe premise that they will utilize the gifts
“his own “funds (Acts 28:30), and oftencourse, Paul was only a tentmakeof all members and not just a handful of
chose not to take any money from certaigActs 18:1-3)! Likewise, those closesiministers. They initially encourage local
brethren (2Cor 11:8-9) and clearly statetb you are likely to rebuke you whenevangelism and decision-making. While
that he preached the gospel “for freeyou start to speak independently fronthis sounds good, too many ministers
(2Cor 11:7, Strong's Greek #1432, gratuan established church entity, especiallgnd members are still ingrained with the
itously, as a gift). Yet, he said himselthose who are familiar with your for-concept that theonly way a New
that he was a “minister” (Rom 15:16). mer role as a church “spectator”Testament church can operate is with
Some of what we have come tdExpect that things might get quite uglycentral control. But usually, within the

assume as true may be false and taintede day (Lk. 21:12,16)! first year, most of the local decision-
by the world’s standards. Let us wipe the making comes to an end and everyone
slate clean and seek God's wisdom Beware of Wolves again defers to the central headquarters.

(James I:5) in prayer, asking Him to lead Many Christians were taught that | pray for you, my brothers and sis-
us into all truth (Jn. 16:13). The apostlesne sign of a church’s authenticity igers in the faith, that you will seek
were common blue-collar folk (fisher-that its “officers” were trained at itsalways the Lord God of heaven and
men, Mt. 4:18), the despised of societppproved ministerial school, with itsearth, who purchased you with the life
(publicans/tax collectors and sinners, Lkeachings and policies handed dowand blood of His own Son , thiate be
5:27-32) and formerly self-seekingfrom a tightly controlled, corporatenot the servants of mer(l Cor 7:23),
immoral men (Eph 2:2-3). Men who, inhierarchical board. Therefore, manyr men’s systems. Always remember,
spite of their former occupations, lowlylook for that sign when they are shopthat when you draw your last breath, no
status and standards, went boldly intping for a new church. However, as it isnan, no matter if he seems anointed or
other churches whose beliefs were radbeing revealed to multitudes that that isspecially gifted, can raise you from the
cally different from theirs to share thecontrary to scripture, many are seekingrave. You will be judged on how well
Good News God had given them (Actgroups with no structure, no control, ngyou served your Creator, not on how
6:8-11, 9:19-20, 18:4). They did not sit ateachers and no accountability. Thisvell you served a corporation.
home, as many do today, thinking, “Don’error goes to the opposite extremelherefore serve God in liberty, that you
bother with them, they won't believe any-Accountability to one another is anmay serve Him to the fullestWhere
way.” We are instructed to follow theessential ingredient to a healthy, growthe Spirit of the Lord is, there is liber-
example of the apostles (1Cor 4:16). ing church (Gal. 6:1. 2Tim 2:24-25,ty” (2Cor 3:17). And by love serve one
The apostles did not advocate a clasgames 5:16, Heb. 13:17, Rom. 15:1)! another” (Gal. 5:13). (AN
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veral friends in their late 20'selder talking '[OJ
Sre talking to an elder of athese people®
ocal congregation which they Hopefully,  you “ n e I:o r
all would like to begin attending. Thewould encourage
elder sees his responsibility to makéhese people to con
sure that they understand the Bible definue in their strug- “ I
inition of sin, their need for repentancegle against sin—to
and the mercy and power for goodnesgpent, be baptizedl n m oxcx “ a x
that is available from our Father inreceive the holy
heaven. spirit, and to use th
The group is very serious and operpower of our Savior to live a righteouskind. (Members of one Sabbath-observ-
all of them realize that their presentife. We would hope that all of theming group seemed quite willing to con-
lives have been going nowhere. would be welcome in your congregatiortinue to let a maread them who had

John knows he needs forgiveness: has long as their past sins did not resubeen video-taped committing adultery
supported himself by stealing for oveface and cause major difficulties foronly a few months before—see SN

two years. It became such a habit angbur congregation. March-April 1996, p 23.)
compulsion, that he stole a few more After the others had left, Anna con- New Testament scriptures show that
times even after he was caught antihued to talk with the elder: people living a homosexual lifestyle

served his jail sentence. However, he Anna had a difficult home environ-will not be in the Kingdom of God
has resisted and not stolen any moment growing up—to this day she doeg§lCor 6:9, Rom 1:26-27, 1Tim 1:10).
during the last three years—thougmot want to talk about it. NeverthelessAnna must overcome her problems to
“easy to steal” situations still tempt him.she was a bright young lady and dithe in that kingdom. But these same
Paula has had drinking problemsery well in college. Young men wouldscriptures show that John, Paula, Mark
even since high school. She has losiccasionally ask her for a date, but thegind Jackson must also overcome their
three different jobs because of healways seemed like such oafs to heproblems or they will not be there either.
drinking and has been in and out oburing her junior year semester breakThe Eternal is “longsuffering toward us,
numerous programs with varied sucshe had her first sexual experience withot willing that any should perish but
cesses. She has stayed away from alcmother woman at college. It was th¢hat all should come to repentance”
hol during the past nine months that shiirst time she ever felt really close to(2Pet 3:9).
has been studying the Bible, but it haanother human being. For the remainder Why do so many of us treat homo-
not been easy. of her college stay, she moved into theexual sins as so much worse than
Mark was always getting into fightssorority building where most of theother sins?Probably because most of us
during school years. When people insulpracticing gay women lived. After col-are not tempted to commit such sins. We
ed him, he could not resist letting thenege, she found the business worltherefore have little empathy, and it is
know “who was boss.” Later, he joinedwould treat her much better if she kepgasy to simply condemn people with
the Marines and was sent to the Gulfier practices secret. But Anna wathose problems. If several married (sup-
War. He still remembers how hot he waforced to reevaluate her life last yeaposedly converted) men are together and
in his chemical-weapons resistant suit-when Janet, her best friend and “lover,dbne of them makes a comment about
and how he gunned down three surremommitted suicide. Janet had the job diow he would like to “spend a little time
dering enemy soldiers to vent his rageéher dreams, but Janet's boss had foundth” a beautiful woman that they see,
His commanding officer yelled at himout about her lesbianism and found gey might laugh it off or one of them
for doing it, but since there were othetegal way to fire her. Nearly all of might gently remind the other that he is
enemy soldiers shooting at that momenianet’s friends deserted her, too. Annmarried. But if one of those men were to
the issue was quickly forgotten by everywants to live by the Bible, but is nowseriously say that he might like to “spend
one—except Mark. His life is calmermore fearful than ever that she will bea litle time with” another man, they
now, but when someone offends himcompletely rejected if people find outmight be ready to “beat him up” or aban-
much of his temper is still there. the way she is. don him as a friend. Most of us under-
Jackson never wanted to fight any- What would you do if you were thestand heterosexual temptation much bet-
body. He always had something interelder? Would you tell her she is not welter than homosexual temptation.
esting or funny to say There wereome at your service? Would you quote But we are told “Do not judge
always women that were happy to datéhe scriptures to her that say homosexaccording to appearance, but judge with
him—and sleep with him. He no longeral acts are punishable by death? Buighteous judgment.” (John 7:24). There
remembers exactly how many did. Hisvould you have told Mark and Jacksorare many sins that were punishable by
lifestyle made a sudden change when hiat they are not welcome because mugeath in the Old Testament—temptation
spent two months in a hospital fightingder and fornication are punishable byo commit one is little different than
a life-threatening sexually transmissibleleatht is amazing how many people temptation to commit another.
disease. There, he began to study thell easily accept a known fornicator Punishments were applied only when
Bible and to realize that he had to liveor adulterer into their congregation someonectedon the temptation.
differently. He has had only a few partwho claims to repent, yet will reject Why do people have homosexual
ners since that time. without any further discussion a per- tendencies in the first place? The answer
What would you do if you were theson with homosexual problems of any is not simple. The gay movement insists
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that people are born that way and it is the from others positive for the AIDS virus, they are
duty of society to recognize it. Anti-gay ¢) people who seduce or force othsaying that they will not let the forth-

people often claim that homosexuals are ers into illicit heterosexual actsright and truthful people attend, but they
simply the worst kind of “perverts.” But d) people who seduce or force othwill allow to attend those that simply
both of these positions do not reflect ers into homosexual acts. never tell anyone. This is probably the

reality. The largest majority of homosex- If someone is involved in any of theopposite of what they want. It is up to
uals seem to come from families wherabove practices, the person who knowe person who has tested positive for
one or both parents are overly dominaribhey did it—and ultimately the wholethe AIDS virus to decide who he or she
or controlling—and not very loving. congregation, if necessary—shouldvill tell and when. Obviously, if some-
They just never had good role models tdemand that they leave until they havene has tested positive for the AIDS
see normal man-woman love in operabeen free of the problem for a long timevirus, there is a very good chance that
tion. Some are forced into it against their 2) Refuse fellowship to those who they have it and they should not engage
will—usually when they are young.bring a bad nameon the congregation in any kind of activity that might trans-
Other people appear to become homdy sinning openly. The last thing youmit the disease. If they do so knowingly
sexual simply because they had friendsant your congregation to be is a placand carelessly, they are guilty of mur-
that were and decided to try it. Peoplevhere practicing gays come to find aler! (See Ex 21:29.)

who have had many heterosexual paromosexual partner. It should be a place Homosexuality is somewhat like
ners (and little or no true love) often tryfor people who have acknowledged thalcoholism, drug addiction, and other
homosexual acts simply because they aeeror of their life style to receive help. severe mental-physical disorders. There
bored with heterosexual ones. A very 3) Help those who want help. are some things the person with the
small percentage have a fairly normaVhen a person is really seeking to obegroblem can do to help themselves, but
childhood, but just never develop normathe scriptures and live by the power othe power of the holy spirit is usually
heterosexual feelings—just as some pethe holy spirit, then congregationsneeded for a lasting solution. To be
ple are never able to learn to read vershould help them—no matter how diffi-healed of homosexual desires, people
well. Finally, there is a very small per-cult their problems are and no mattemay need to follow all of the instruc-

centage on the opposite extreme: peopf®w long the overcoming takes. tions in James 5:14-16:
who thrive on homosexual acts because Is anyone among you sick? Let
they seem evil and perverse. What about AIDS? him call for the elders of the church,

Most people reading this article have Some will ask, “If we encourage and let them pray over him, anointing
read about some of the extremely pepeople who have homosexual difficul- him with oil in the name of the Lord.
verse and unsanitary practices of homdies to attend our congregations, won't And the prayer of faith will save the
sexuals. While gay activists may lobbythat increase the chances of someonssick, and the Lord will raise him up.
to make these practices considered nozeming and spreading AIDS?” Should And if he has committed sins, he will
mal and socially acceptable, they do ngieople with AIDS be allowed to attend? be forgiven. Confess your trespass-
represent the entire homosexual comA/e can answer those questions with aes to one another, and pray for one
munity. When some people read an artguestion: How do you know that there another, that you may be healed.
cle about perverse homosexual pra@re not people with AIDS attending The effective, fervent prayer of a right-
tices, they assume that anyone theyour congregation now? eous man avails much.
meet with homosexual tendencies must The growth of AIDS cases is how The confessing of sins to others and
have done all of those perverse thingsctually higher among the heterosexuakquesting prayers can be an important
Most of the time, that is not the case. population than the homosexual populgsart of the healing processes. Sin just
tion. However, since people with AIDSdoes not seem as bad when only we
Should People With Homosexual are often assumed to be homosexudnow about it, or, only we and our
Tendencies Attend Your Services?  and since people with homosexual proheavenly Father. When other people
Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthianslems are largely unwelcome at Sabbathknow—it seems awful. (Notice that
5:1-5 and other scriptures contain thkeeping congregations, most peoplthere is no command to confess sins to
general principles for deciding when tovho have tested positive for AIDS keepninisters, priests, the entire congrega-
refuse fellowship. We should refuse felit a secret. Also, we must realize thation or the world, but to “one anoth-
lowship only to people who pose a redlests for the AIDS virus are not 100%er"—some of our brethren.) Also, when
threat to our congregations, not to peopleccurate. There have been people wtathers know about our sins, they pro-
who simply have different temptationshave tested positive, and then later testide encouragement as well as a moni-
than we do. There are three major poined negative. Should a person become &oring system that can easily tell
that congregations should keep in mindoutcast because of results from a testhether we are making progress or not.
1) Refuse fellowship to people that could be faulty? If you tested posi- All of the Eternal’s people need to
who pose a threat to the congregation. tive, but had no idea where you coulgray for the healing of other brethren—
Among other things, this includes: have gotten AIDS, would you want towhatever the problem may be—so we
a) people who have ongoing probkeep your test results secret until morean be the children our Father desires,
lems with killing or injuring research could be done? and so we can be His light to a world
others. If a congregation declares that theyhat needs light.
b) people who repeatedly steaWill not let anyone attend that has tested —Norman S. Edwards
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show any balance on the subject gfegations.
homosexuality. It is possible
On the one extreme is the gay mové have homose
ment, where men and women defy conal tendencie
vention and give themselves up to @and be Christian
lifestyle that is far from happy or gay, antt is not possible
which has been a major contributor to the live the ga

Cauth Between
spread of sexually-transmitted diseasdiestyle, openly Tw“ Exl'rumux
especially AIDS. or secretly, and b

At the other extreme we have th€hristian; the gay lifestyle is anti-biblicalwill not let you be tested beyond your
Christian Right which considers homo- 2. Nowhere in the Bible are thosestrength, but with the testing he will also
sexuality a choice and threatens etervaith homosexual tendencies conjrovide the way out so that you may be
damnation on all those who struggle witlemned In fact, except in some moderm@ble to endure it” (1Cor 10:13).
this problem. It seems as if all correspotranslations, the word homosexual is not Elsewhere in the same epistle the
dence on this issue in our local pregven used. What is condemned, are sedpostle Paul writes: “Know you not that
reflects one extreme or the other. al acts among people of the same sex. the unrighteous shall not inherit the king-

As with so many issues confronting The purpose SANCHORmMagazine is dom of God? Be not deceived: neither
our society at this time this problem is nab help those struggling with homosexu#ébrnicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
so simple. Let's look at the facts: desires to realize that there are alternaoar effeminate, nor abusers of themselves

1. Few people choose to have homdives to the gay lifestyle. with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous,
sexual tendenciesThey find themselves At the same time, we want to showor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortion-
that way. Acting on those desires, howethose influenced by traditional Judecers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
eris a choice. It's time people understoo@hristian teaching that the simplistic “And such were some of you...” (1Cor
that there is a difference. Some peopdpproach of some churches is not helpiBg-11).
have homosexual tendenciesthey are and is often far from Christian. ANCHOR is published by THE
sexually attracted to a member of the Inspiration for the titte oANCHOR CORINTHIAN FOUNDATION The
same sex. Some from this group choosertagazine is taken from Hebrews 6:18ame takes its inspiration from the pas-
live a gay lifestyle: this often includes “We have this hope, a sure and steadfasige above, “... such were some of you".
same-sex relations, homosexual pornagachor of the soul.....” It is our absolute conviction that it is
raphy, certain types of dress, and other That hope is based on a simple staggessible to overcome homosexual feel-
behavior. Some of those living a gaynent of faith: that the Bible would noings enough to live a heterosexual life.
lifestyle will do so openly, so it is evidentondemn specific homosexual acts if it This problem is not new. Clearly, it
to most people that know them. Othergere not possible for people to deal witlvas a common problem in the time of the
living the gay lifestyle will do so secretlytheir homosexual desires. In the Apostispostle Paul. But for almost two thou-
(“closet gays”)—they do so in order tdPaul’s first epistle to the Corinthians heand years the Christian world has failed
keep their jobs, friends and sometimeassures us that “God is faithful, and He deal with it. Today, in our liberal secu-

I t seems difficult for society totheir church con

We are including this “Letter to the Editor” as a sample of
the effect that an understanding, caring and biblical approach
can have on a real person afflicted with real tendencies.

Dear ANCHOR Editor,

| hardly know where to begin. | just received a copy of
ANCHOR. | must tell you that | have been conflicted for several
years now. | have been conflicted with homosexuality for at least
20 years. My father was distant and uncaring to me. He wasn't
physically or verbally abusive, he just basically ignored me. It isn't
surprising that | longed for his attention, or the attention of any
male who took an interest in me. | was a very quiet, good boy. |
never got into trouble and did well in school. About my freshman
year in high school | began to notice that | was more interested in
the guys in my class than any of the girls. While the other guys
were dating and going out with girls, | maintained an aloofness
and kept myself busy away from any of the girls. It wasn't that
they weren't pleasant, they just didn't interest me.

| attended a local church here in my home state while | finished
college. | always made excuses to the other guys that I had a test or
whatever to get out from dating and going out with any girls. | am
sure that they all put me down as an eccentric.

| was really reeling from powerful conflicts. Is it possible to be
gay and a Christian? Certainly not!! But then, why has God cursed me
s0? Why won't He answer my prayers for healing? If this is so abom-
inable, why doesn't He help, why doesn’t He care, what do | do?

| was afraid to go to my minister fearing he would put me out
of the church. This despite the fact that | have never "acted out”
any of my temptations. | felt so torn. | became cynical. “God must
not care.” | thought. In the 15 years of silence and isolation | have
never seen any substantive articles. | have not talked to anyone in
the church, or outside for that matter except for one time that |
went to a psychologist who just told me to accept my “gayness”
as a gift from God. I discounted the entire psychological commu-
nity for their inability to offer any real help. All the books on the
subject and all the magazines point to accepting the lifestyle, the
inevitability of it all. | refused to believe that that was my destiny,
what with AIDS and all out there, but it is a consistent message
that does have an effect.

A friend of mine confided something very personal about him-
self a few months ago, not dealing with homosexuality, but with
something else. | finally got the courage to confide in him as well
and that was such a moving and powerful experience for me. | had
never told anyone. He was understanding and kind. He told me
about your publication. | cannot tell you how encouraging it is to
read it. | have read it 4 or 5 times, cover to cover. It has been
tremendously encouraging and helpful.

Please accept my most sincere thanks for what you are trying
to do and for what ANCHOR stands for. | look forward to getting
any future copies.

—USA
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lar western societies we are much moieto a quality magazine to rival those pro-

All subscriptions are confidential—

open about homosexuality. Gay activistduced by the pro-gay lobbies offering ave do not sell or share our mailing list!
have become politically very powerful —message of hope to homosexuals seekifiank you for your interest!.
it is estimated that the six million gays irto leave the gay lifestyle.

the United States gave victory to ANCHORwill serve as a forum for
ideas that may help those struggling wit
The issue is out in the open. At thdhomosexual feelings and who do nq . X o
same time, new therapies have beanish to enter the gay lifestyle. We are ndSlightly edited from the first issue fof
developed and proven, enabling men aridjing to force practicing gays to chang
Inclusion ofa specific article does no

President Clinton in 1992.

women struggling with their homosexual

—Melvin Rhodes,
ANCHOR Editor

This article was reprinted apd

ANCHORmMmagazine. A one-year frpe
i [subscription is available from tpe

desires to learn how to deal with them idenote complete approval on my part 42ddress at left. A single, free issug is

such a way that they have been able feditor. Differing ideas may be promote
change and live a heterosexual lifestylein this magazine. But all articles will

Itis for those still struggling and thosereflect the two-fold mission of giving
who want to understand their struggléope to recovering homosexuals and
re-educating the public unduly influ-
There are a number of top-qualityenced by misinterpretation of scripture.
You may receive a free one-year sutjother help.

that this magazine is dedicated.

non-pornographic gay-lifestyle maga-

zines on the newsstands. Theren scription toANCHORor have the oppor-

available fromServants’ News.

If you know someone who coul
be helped by this publication,_pleag
send them a copy ofANCHOR or
this issue ofServants’ News-anony-
mously if need be They may not ge

=

D

It may work better to send the

widely available magazine offering artunity to share in our two-fold mission byfissue anonymously if you are not gure

alternative. It is our hope thANCHOR writing ANCHOR, PO Box 153,

will fill that gap. Our goal is to turn this Okemos, MI 48805-0153.

that the person wants help.
—NSE

“Local Congregations” from page 12
Services team has been struggling to rectify
this situation and find the right men for the
right places. Recently we asked a large
number of pastors to help us fill a vacan-

had reasons why he needed to stay put, and
some had very good reasons. Yet, the
Ministerial Services team has the challenge
of serving the real needs of the membership
while striving to be understanding and con-
siderate of the sensitivity that some field min-
isters have expressed about being moved.
For the past year and a half there have
been very few transfers because we have
tried to develop and maintain stability. By
next summer two years will have
passed since the Church began under
its new name. In an effort to more effec-
tively serve God’'s people and be good
stewards of God’s tithes, we feel we must
begin to take steps to correct the imbalance
of manpower that exists in a number of
areas. In other words, some transfers will
be inevitable due to need this coming sum-
mer (and likely every year that follows). In
some cases, we may need to rearrange cir-
cuits and reassign ministers to fill the man-
power needs in areas currently under-

depend on a willingness to transfer to
where the need is greater.

In October Ministerial Services held a
preliminary meeting to discuss manpower
needs and possible transfers. During the first
week in December, we will hold a Regional
Pastors Conference to discuss, among other
things, plans to better utilize our manpower.
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Transfers will only affect a small percentage
of our manpower in the next eight months. If
your situation is such that you might be
among those who would be asked to trans-
fer and there are extenuating circumstances,
or if you would like to be considered for a
move, or possibly transitioning out of the full-
time ministry, it would be good to discuss
your situation with your regional pastor. After
doing so, it would be good to send him and
the Ministerial Services team a cc:Mail mes-
sage explaining your situation and the fac-
tors you would like to be considered in any
manpower discussions. Your needs, sug-
gestions and input will be carefully consid-
ered.

As ministers of Jesus Christ, we must
shepherd those God has given us the privi-
lege to go serve. In the past, this has
required us to go where needed, and it
requires us to be willing to do the same
now. Your willingness to serve all of God's
people and help us solve the manpower
needs of the Church during these financially
demanding times will be greatly appreciat-
ed.

vote of the elders—they were not appointed
by a voice from heaven, signs, wonders, or
anything of that nature. How can the home
office transfer a pastor when his local con-
gregation wants to (or votes to) keep him and
has the funds to pay him?

To us, the solution is relatively simple.
The ratio of one full-time minister to 114
individuals attending is good. In places
where a minister serves a much smaller
group, he should be wiling—even glad to
move where there is a much bigger group
with no minister. What reason is there to
move the majority of ministers that are
already effectively serving a large group?

Unfortunately, it seems that this transfer-
ring may be a continuation of the WCG's
old practices: Ministers were transferred
approximately every seven years to prevent
long term friendships from building that
might interfere with loyalty to headquarters.
Ministers who mistreated their congrega-
tions were corrected, than transferred—
given a new start in a congregation that did
not know about their past abuse. Ministers
with questionable loyalty were also immedi-

SN: We realize there are many difficul-ately transferred so that if they were fired or

ties in organizing serving brethren in so mangesigned, they would not have nearby
different places. However, it seems that thigsiends to help them. We have already
biggest problem arises when administratoreceived a report of an attempt at this kind of
take too much upon themselves. When thigractice in the UCG-AIA.

letter says: “By next summer two years will
have passed since the Church began underrgalize that they will be wanted as long as
new name,” it is seems that they are sayirthey serve the brethren. But they are only
“the Church”"wasthe Worldwide Church of one of many viable Sabbath-keeping organi-
God andis now the UCG-AIA. The UCG zations—and nearly all of their members
Indianapolis conference supported the crdanow that. If they attempt to impose some-
ation of local congregations with a homehing on a congregation that is not accept-
office to serve them. The home office is rumble to it, they will only add to the fracturing
by a council that derived its power from theof that congregation. “But if anyone seems
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What Did Jesus Mean When He Prayed,
“Thy Kingdom Come”?

by Toli Bohonik, e-mail: toli@prostar.com

The most famous prayer in all ofthose who prayed for God’s Kingdomvidual. The ruler can be elected, or
scripture is probably the “Lord’sto come when Jesus began His ministigppointed, or he may be an hereditary
Prayer” in the sixth chapter of the bookn 30 AD did not cause it to come anyuler. Regardless as to how a ruler gets
of Matthew. It is a prayer that we memsooner. They died in the faith, fortunatevhere he is, in a Biblical sense a ruler
orized as children, and many of us cato have personally known the Messiahis considered as king over a kingdom.
still recite it by heart. With it the But did the Father in some way answer The Father is Sovereign! He is the
Messiah teaches us how to pray. Jestlweir prayers? Were they in some wayuler of the Kingdom of God. The
begins by giving praise and honor t@iven access to the Kingdom of God? Father has ruled His Kingdom for all
the Father. He says, “Our Father in Christians prayed for the Kingdometernity. All things in the universe are
heaven, hallowed be thy name” (Matto come during the persecutions thaubject to Him. Jesus the Messiah is
6:9). Jesus then goes on, “Thy kingdorfell on the true Church of God in thesubject to Him, all the angels are sub-
come” (v.10). middle ages. They undoubtedly felject to Him and so are all Christians. In

Have you ever wondered why thecompelled to do so, since those werEccl 8:2-5 we read about how kings
very first request the Messiah makes afertainly very, very difficult times. rule, and the Father is the greatest of all
the Father is to send the Kingdom oThey had read the Lord’s prayer just akings. In verses 3-4 we read that the
God to this earth? Have you ever askede have. What answer did the Fatheéiing “...does whatever pleases him.
what time frame Jesus Christ was refesend to them? Did He in some wayVhere the word of a king is, there is
ring to? When did He want the Fathesend them the Kingdom? power and who may say to him what
to send the Kingdom? Also, why did In quiet moments, when life wasare you doing?” The Father’s power as
He tell us, His disciples, that we shouldjood, Christians, in their thankfulnesKing is absolute, He does what He
pray for God’s kingdom to come? Jesuir the Lord’s kindness, have prayegleases!
knew what He was asking for—but ddor the Kingdom of God to come. They The Kingdom of God includes all

you? prayed as Jesus had instructed. Did thieat the Father has created and all that
Father answer any of these prayers? the Father has eternally ruled. We read
Why Pray for the Kingdom of God? Yes, He did! that “...His kingdom is an everlasting

It was near the beginning of His The Father, in a very real wayKingdom, and His dominion is from
ministry when Jesus was teaching hianswered all sincere prayers asking fageneration to generation.” (Dan 4:3).
disciples to pray. Many have assumeHis heavenly kingdom to come to thisHis Kingdom is without beginning and
that He was telling them to pray forearth! The Father answered by givingvithout an end. Also see Psalms
something that would not come for aChristians access to His Kingdom now]45:13, where we read “Your kingdom
least another 2,000 years. Two thoun this lifetime. The Father’s Kingdom,is an everlasting kingdom, and your
sand years is a great expanse of timi, in a very real way, available to uslominion endures throughout all gener-
far beyond the ability of most of us tonow! It is ours for the asking and forations.”
comprehend. It would seem unneceshe taking. We, in the Assembly of It is important to realize that the
sary, almost futile, to pray for some-God, have direct access to the Kingdodingdom of God is not the Church, nor
thing so far into the future. Did Jesu®f God! The World does not have anys the Church to become the Kingdom
expect us to pray for something Hesuch access. That is why Jesus told w§ God. The Church will become an

knew we would never see in our lifeto pray “Thy kingdom come.” integral part of that Kingdom at the res-
times? Are we being asked to pray an urrection when we will inherit and
unanswerable prayer? A Kingdom is “The Realm of a King” enter it. We read in Dan 7:18 that the

Oh, yes, there would be one final Before we discuss how the kingdonsaints “...of the Most High shall receive
generation at the end of the age thaff God is available to us now, we neethe Kingdom, and posses the kingdom
would watch the Kingdom of Godto understand what a kingdom is. Aor ever and ever.” The Kingdom of
come to this earth, but that generatiokingdom can simply be defined as “théGod is something we shall receive at
would involve such a small fraction ofrealm of a king, or sovereign.” A king-the resurrection—we shall possess it!
the people of God, especially when yodom must have a king—that is the maiBut the Church is not now the
consider all the Christians who haveequirement. In our modern world weKingdom of God.
ever lived prior to that time. use the term “nation” instead of king- It would be incredibly presump-

Millions of Christians have prayeddom. But a “nation” and a “kingdom” tuous to say that the Church is the
the Lord's prayer and have asked thare essentially the same. Today'&ingdom of God! The Church is
Father to send His kingdom. Certainlynations are generally ruled by one indinew. It did not exist until there were
December 19%0——nn000o—--."'.'  ----—— Page 21



men and women to become the churclguarded the way to the garden of Edeigatan the dragon and his angels were
Compared to the Kingdom of God, theMan did not invent the sword. It had acast down to this earth (Rev 12:9).
church is ever so small in size. It is, irplace of some kind in God’s heavenlhdesus watched Satan fall from heaven
this age, limited and finite. It first camekingdom. It was obviously a weaponas lightening falls from a stormy sky
into existence anciently within thebut what was a sword used for in th¢Luke 10:18)! They became the spiri-
nation of Israel and continues its exisKingdom of God? We can speculatetual rulers of this present evil world.
tence under the New Covenant. Thbut we really don’'t know. Christ acknowledged the rulership
Church is incredibly precious to the Most of the creation about us is patpositions maintained by Satan and His
Father, but the Church is not thderned after things in God's heavenhdevils, Satan is referred to as the god
Kingdom of God. kingdom. Certainly the relatively few of this world (Il Cor 4:4) who blinds
things that we recognize are only théhe minds of all the people on this
God is Involved in the “Kingdom tip of the iceberg. There are probablgarth!
of Men” more on this earth than we can imagine. We share the earth with Satan and
We understand nations and kingWe read of armies in heaven and angefBe fallen angels. The inhabitants of
doms from an earthly perspective. Theiding horses. Think about it, there ar¢he kingdoms of this earth, are under
kingdoms of this worldf=——=—====—=—=—=—===3 spirit beings who look Satan’s influence and rulership. There
are to a great extent pg| It IS Important to | jike horses and otheris a very real spirit “...that now works
terned after the kingdor realize that the | spirit beings who ride in the children of disobedience,” the
of God. The book o Kingdom of God is them (Rev 19:14). We vast majority of mankind (Eph 2:2).
Daniel deals in an uniqu not the Church. Nd read about chariots fly- All Christians must fight against this
way with the subject o . ' ing through the heav- very powerful evil force. We can build
kingdoms. is the Church to [ ens. “The chariots of the character of Jesus Christ (Gal 2:20)
There is a great deal « become the God are twenty thou- by resisting the sin, the corruption and
discussion about the kindl - Kingdom of God. | sand, even thousands othe depravity so characteristic of
dom of men (singularls thousands; The Lord is Satan’s governance (Deut 13:2-3).
and the Kingdom of God in the book ofamong them...” (Ps 68:17). The chari- We are expected to reach out and
Daniel. The “kingdom of men” is com-ots are spirit and the angels that ridstrive to build a loving relationship
prised of the various kingdoms of thigshem are spirit. The chariots apparentlwith our Father through His Son Jesus
world. There are also detailed prophehave wheels. Why are there chariots i€hrist. That is why Jesus said “the vio-
cies about these various kingdoms antteaven? And why are there wheels ifent” take the kingdom of God by force
the eventual establishment of théieaven? We don't know, but they aréMatt 11:12). When we reject Satan’s

Kingdom of God on this earth. part of God’s heavenly kingdom. way of life and Satan’s authority over

The kingdoms of this world have us, we break out of Satan’s Kingdom.
been setup on this earth as a type of theSatan’s Kingdom Exists Within Upon repentance and baptism, our cit-
Kingdom of God, but they are not the Kingdom of God izenship is transferred from this earth

God’s Kingdom. God maintains a high In John 18:36 Jesus plainly saido God’'s heavenly Kingdom, and we
level of involvement, even in the king-that God’s kingdom is not of thisbecome literal citizens of an eternal
dom of men. The Father “...the Mosworld. Satan rules over the kingdom$eavenly kingdom!
High rules in the kingdom of men,of this earth. Satan took Jesus into a
gives it to whomever He will, and setshigh mountain and showed Him the We Now Have Access to the
over it the lowest of men.” (Dan 4:17).glory of all the kingdoms of this earth, Kingdom of God
Nebuchadnezzer was corrected peend offered to give them trem—m—m———,———— The Father
sonally by God. NebuchadnezzeHim (Matt 4:8-9). They wert , . calls us out of
learned that it is God who sets up kinghis to give! Satan does inflt The Father's Kingdo|Nsatan's world. He
and removes kings. He also learnednce those kingdoms. Wh{| is in a very real wayj creates a veritable
that the Father holds the rulers of theve look at the nations aboll gvailable to us nowl|f window to free-
kingdom of men responsible for whats, and the rulers of this eal dom for us. The
they do. we must realize that we as=————1{LU Assembly of God
seeing much of Satan’s handiwork. is offered a way of escape from the
Patterned After Things in Heaven Satan was wise, rich, and beautifutorruption that Satan has built into this
There are many things on this eartiEzekiel 28:11-19). He was on the holysociety and is given direct access to the
that are patterned directly after themountain of God and he walkedKingdom of God. Jesus, as our elder
Kingdom of God. We take most ofamong the fiery stones present therérother and the captain of our salva-
them for granted. Take for example &le became lifted up with pride, andion, leads us into that Kingdom. It is
sword, where did a sword come from?illed with violence! His wisdom only through Jesus Christ that we
A sword was a part of God’s Kingdombecame corrupted, and he decided &scape the evil rule of Satan.
long before mankind used it here oriake over the rulership of the Kingdom In Matt 4:17 Jesus said “...repent
this earth. The first mention of a swordbf God. Satan rebelled against théor the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
is in Gen 3:24, where we read aboutather. His rebellion is chronicled inlt was made available to the Assembly
cherubims and a flaming sword thathe book of Isaiah (Isaiah 14:12-17)of God, and the Assembly of God is to
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preach that it is at hand nowhis” (Rom 8:9). ship (the Kingdom of God). And, our
(Matt10:7). We have access to it now, Master said that he would go to his
today, in this fleshly life! In Matt 5:3 Our Names Are Written in Heaven Kingdom and “prepare a place” for us
Jesus said “Blessed are the poor in The “violent take the Kingdom of (John 14:2-3).

spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of God by force” (Matt 11:12). The Greek We are yet to enter and inherit the

Heaven.” Again it is ours now! for violent is biasesand means “a Kingdom. Both are still ahead of us and
In Matt 6:33 Jesus tells us to seekorceful or violent man”. We are towill occur at the resurrection.
this Kingdom firstf=———————————————————===" forcefully come out of When Jesus Christ returns, those

and foremost—tcll |t js ours for the asking || Satan’s world and takewho died in the faith will be resurrect-
seek access to the kingdom of God by ed, and at that time they will inherit the
now. It is through force. When we do this, Kingdom (Matt 25:31-36). Jesus will

and for the taking!

Jesus and Hig=———————————========u7\\¢ the Assembly of thesay “...Come, you blessed of my
presence in the Church that thdirstborn, have our names written inFather, inherit the kingdom prepared
Kingdom has come to us. Jesus saiteaven (Heb 12:23). for you from the foundation of the

“but if | cast out demons by the Spirit The Father’s magnificent throne isworld” (verse 34).
of God, surely the Kingdom of Godin heaven, and we read about it in the The Kingdom of God is something
has come upon you” (Lk 11:20). It hadourth chapter of the book ofwe will enter as spirit beings when we
literally come upon us in the AssemblyRevelation. The apostle John saw it iare born at the resurrection. Flesh and
of God! Jesus meant what He said! vision, and attempted to describe it foblood cannot inherit the kingdom of
We are citizens of that divine king-us. It is wondrous beyond words. Th&od (| Cor 15:50 ). And we most cer-
dom. We are “...no longer strangershrone of God is surrounded by a sea ahinly are flesh and blood. So we must
and foreigners, but fellow citizens withcrystal, with an enormous emeraldvait to enter the kingdom of God.
the saints and members of the houseainbow surrounding it. There are mil-  Entering the Kingdom of God at the
hold of God” (Eph 2:19). Once we ardions of angels singing praises to théime of the resurrection is something
converted we become citizens of th&ather. In the midst of the throne andhat the Churches of God have always
kingdom of God. Satan no longeraround the throne there are four livingrreached. That is our hope—hbirth into
holds sway over us, he is no longer ourreatures, one looks like a lion, anothspirit life in the Kingdom of God. Yet
master. We become sons and daughtersa calf, another a man, and the last,row, in this life, we do have direct
of the Sovereign Who rules the uniflying eagle. There are twenty-fouraccess to the kingdom of God through
verse, and we belong to the Fathezlders, very special angelic beingsthe death and life of Jesus Christ. We
through His Son Jesus Christ. We havweho discuss matters of governancare reconciled to God by Jesus’ death
become a part of the Kingdom of Hiswith the Father. All ofts============p and saved by His life
divine son. The Father has personallthese spirit being|| The Father calls us| (Rom 5:8-10).
“...delivered us from the power ofpraise and honor Him out of Satan's
darkness and conveyed us into the What a wondrout world. He creates 3

=~

Their Prayers Were

kingdom of the son of His love” (Col place for our names t ; ) Answered

1:13). be written—for ourl| Veritable window to For the past two thou-
The Father gives us the Holy Spiritcitizenship  to  bef]l freedom for us. sand years Christians have

We are working with the Spirit of Godrecorded! God sharef=—————————xF followed Jesus Christ’s

to have the same attitudes and attributhis picture of His throne with us socommand to pray for God's Kingdom
es of mind that the Father, the Messiatinat we will grasp where our citizen-to come. When they did, the Father
and the angels have in God’s heavenkhip now resides. The Church is givemanswered. He gave them direct access
Kingdom. We become like Him. Weaccess to this very real Kingdom! to the Kingdom. They broke free of
dramatically escape this world. The Satan’s evil kingdom and were given
rest of the world continues to be cut ofiWe Will Inherit the Kingdom of God citizenship in God’s heavenly king-
from the Father and His Heavenly We are now citizens of God's dom. Jesus Christ now abides with
kingdom. Satan continues to rule an&ingdom, but we have not entered it each and every Christian—we are
influence all of it! The wars continuenor inherited it. It is important to real- saved by His life. He has promised to
around us, the hate continues the vanize that being citizens of the Kingdomnever leave us nor forsake us (Heb
ty continues the greed and the selfistwith access to the Kingdom is differentl3:5). He is fulfilling that promise. In
ness continue unabashed. than entering the Kingdom of God.the world Christians do have troubles,
In the Lord’s prayer, Jesus ChrisfThey are two very different things. Tobut through the Messiah they overcome
said that we should pray for theunderstand this, imagine a son thahe world and Satan’s influence (John
Kingdom of God to come. He waslives in his father’s house: he had6:33).
saying that we can be converted anaccess to much of it, but it is not his When you pray, “thy Kingdom
have the Father’s Kingdom abide witrhouse until he inherits it. The situatiorcome” realize that it is one of the most
us through His presence leading usiight be even better illustrated by afmmportant prayers that you can pray.
and the comfort of the Holy Spiritambassador: he lives in a foreign courfFhat prayer guarantees you access to
abiding in us! Without that spirit we try (the world), though he still has lim-God’s Kingdom and all of it's very
are not his subjects—we are “none ated access to the country of his citizenspecial benefits! g
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Mabpal, TuBAL AND MESCHECH

by Craig White, e-mail: craigwhl@ozonline.com.au

In the book of Revelation, a greaEmpire. God warns the soon-to-arise The Sarmatian dagger and sword
horde of peoples is recorded, collecmodern Babylon/Chaldea/ Tyre/Europaised by these people were exactly like
tively called the "Kings of the East"."...I will bring strangers upon thee, thehat of the Medes. Researcher,
The Greek is "Anatoles heliou” literal-terrible of the nations..." (Ezekiel 28:7).Sulimirski, maintains that "the
ly translated as "rising sun" composed Thus Russia and her Asiatic allieSSarmatians were...closely akin to the
of two hundred million troops seenwill have a terrible falling-out with ancient Medes, Parthians and Persians.”
invading Europe and the Middle EastEurope. After this great battle between Rostovtzeff wrote that “the Scythian
Who will compose these eastern anBurope and Russia, Christ will returrkingdom—a formation almost com-

northern armies also referred to irand restore peace to this troubled plampletely Iranian, a northern counter-part

Daniel chapter 11? et, slowly, but surely, extending Hisof the kingdom of Darius and
righteous rule across the entire globe. Xerxes...the Sarmatians, whose Iranian
Isaiah’s Warning So, dear reader, where may we findationality is not disputed”.

The prophet Isaiah also referred tdleschech, Tubal and Madai today? The Herodotus wrote that the Medes
them: "The noise of a multitude ofonly way we can understand thevere beginning to settle in the Ukraine
mountains, like as of a great people; prophecies for our time is if we are ableven in his time. He maintained that
tumultuous noise of the kingdoms oto locate these nations mentioned ithere was a people who "dress in the

Nations gathered together: the Lord oGod's Word. Median fashion" and who “claim to be
hosts mustereth the host of the bat- colonists from Media" that "live north

tle...Behold, | will stir up the Medes, The Modern Descendants of of Thrace...beyond the Danube". Pliny
against them [the Chaldeans]...." (Is Madai noted that “Next come the two mouths

13:4, 17). "Go up, O Elam: besiege, O The peoples of Madai first dwelt inof the river Don, where the inhabitants
Media; all the sighing thereof, have INorth-west Iran, being called the Medesre the Sarmatae, said to be descended
made to cease...'Babylon is fallen, ialong with Medan. Their capital wasfrom the Medes".
fallen'..." (Is 21:2, 9). Hagmatana (Persian) or Agbatana in Professor Lundman says that the
Jeremiah also predicted the downGreek. They were called Ma-da-ai, irpeoples of Russia, today, around the
fall of modern Babylon at the hands othe Assyrian inscriptions and becam@&lack Sea and the Don are
these northern forces: associated and linked up with théperhaps...vestiges of the descendants
"For, lo, | will raise and cause toMedanites who invaded their territoryof the Irano-Scythian tribes who inhab-
come up against Babylon an assemblfyom the west. Thus the names Madated southern Russia in ancient times".
of great Nations from the North coun-and Medes were used interchangeably, Who lives today along the Don, in
try...Behold, a people shall come fronbut the Medanites formed the rulingsouthern Russia? The Ukrainians! They
the North, and a great nation, and marmgjass. are also known as the Ruthenians and
kings shall be raised up, from the coasts After the defeat of the Scythians irLittle Russians. They comprise the sec-
of the earth. They shall hold the bowb84 BC, a colony of Medes was estalsnd largest racial group in Russia after
and the lance : they are cruel, and wilished along the Don River. They thushe Great Russians consisting of some
not show mercy: their voice shall roamoved north of the Black Sea and int&0 millions.
like the sea, and they shall ride uposcythia The Ukrainians near southern
horses..." (Jer. 50:9, 41-42). The Greeks called them the Saurd?oland and east Czechoslovakia are
"...the Lord hath raised up the spiriMatae and they spoke the Scythiamore brachycephalic than the others.
of the kings of the Medes : for histongue which was much like that of th&hose in the north, the Volhynians, are
device is against Babylon... ... calpeoples of Persia and were also knowshorter and are related to the White
together against her the kingdoms ais Surmatai or Syrmatai. It wouldRussians or Byelorussians as we have
Ararat [Georgia, Armenia between theppear that many Elamites, who dwekeen in chapter two. The Ukrainians liv-
Black and Caspian Seas in Russiafdjacent to the Madai in Iran, probablyng to the south and east are taller, but
Minni [anciently the northern frontier migrated with them into south-easteritheir hair and eyes are darker. Their
of the Medes] and Aschkenaz [theéEurope [see Is.21:2]. head forms are virtually identical to that
descendants of Gomer in south-east Many ancient writers refer to them.of the Volhynians and blondes are not
Asia]...." (Jer. 51:11, 27). Strabo mentions the Matiani or Matienuncommon, while their eyes are gener-
We know that initially Russia will as does Herodotus and Plinyally a light brown .Finally, Herodotus
be a firm ally with German-led Europe Ammianus Marcellinus speaks of theassociates them with Meschech and
Ezekiel equates Babylon/Chaldea witlsauro-matians dwelling near the HisteTubal: "the Matienians, the Moschi,
Tyre; the peoples of Tyre are in southfmodern Danube). We also know thaTibereni...".
ern Italy and Sicily, but symbolically it the Sea of Azov was anciently known as We should, perhaps, also realise,
applies to the coming tremendouslyaeotis Palus; on its shores dwelt théhat before the advent of Gorbachev and
prosperous National European Socialiglaioti or Maiotiki. then Yeltsin as Russian Presidents, the
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previous ruthless Communist bosses There was a city called Bulghar orpublished four volumes of his
Chernenko, Brezhnev and Khrushchethe River Volga, near the River KiamaCompendino Historial de las Chronicas
were all Ukrainians and not Russiarn the land of the Bulghars also knowrfAntwerp AD 1571) in which he
(Stalin was a Georgian and Lenin'sas Bulgaria! Interestingly, a leader otlaimed to trace their origins:

father was probably a Tartar, althouglthe Khazar armies which filled the void "He took up the notion, already
his mother was German). left by the Toboli after migrating out of popular with other Spanish antiquar-
southern Russia, was called Balkan. ians, that the Iberian peninsula had

Where is Tubal? On the Volga today, all that is left of been populated by the descendants

In discussing Tubal, Gesenius notethe once great city of Bolgara which of Tubal, one of the sons of Japhet
that Tubal was founder of the TiberaniMarco Polo mentions in his first chap- the son of Noah. However, he gave
"a nation of Asia Minor dwelling by the ter, is a little village. For a time it thislegend a distinctive twist in mak-
Euxine Sea to the West of the Moschi.became the seat of Mongol rule in the ing the Basque regions... the princi-

He concluded that there should be nthirteenth century. pal focus of Tubal's activity and he
doubt that Tubal and Meschech com- The mountain range of Hoemus was 'proved' this thesis by claiming affin-
prise the modern Russian people. changed to the Balkans in south-easternty between various Basque place-

The people of Tubal were variouslyEurope after the Toboli settled there. names and those in the Bible that
known as Tubla, Tabal or Tabali by th&The name recalls the Balkan hills and were associated with Armenia,
Assyrians who refer to them as givingBalkan Bay alongside the Caspian Seawhere the ark had come to rest...".
tribute of “"great horses" towhere Tubal once settled. Perhaps the Collins then proceeds to give the
Ashurbanipal; Tiberani or Tibarenoi byname Toplitza in Bulgaria is a deriva-similarities in place-names and so forth.
the Greeks; and Thobelites by Josephusve of Tobol. Garibay may be correct, but further
They were always identified with the The second syllable of the wordinvestigation is required.

Moschi in Asia Minor. The Septuagint"Bulgaria" is of central Asiatic origin
version translates "Meschech antbeing found in the name of Kash-ghar Meschech
Moschi" as "Mosoch and Thobel". in the plateau of Pamir, where some of The descendants of Meschech were

Where could they be located today7Tubal once lived. The Bulghars conwell-known to the people of the Middle

After the Hittite Empire fell (c 1200 quered the native Slavs in that land. T&ast centuries after the great and terri-
BC), the Tabali moved into the territorythis day there are two types in Bulgariable flood of Noah.
vacated by the Hittites, establishin@ tall, dark-haired type; and a shorter, The Assyrians knew them as the
twenty-one city-states. A region of theifairer type, descendants of the othdWushku, the Greeks as the Moskhi and
territory became known as Subartu. Th8lavs. by others as Musku, Muskaaia, Moshi
Tabali of Toboli migrated over the The other branch of the Toboliand Moska. Herodotus, a well-known
Caucasus like so many others befommigrated northwards, perhaps givingincient historian, calls them Moschi
and after them. Once in southeritheir name to Lake Bataton Balta anénd Tibarenoi. And the ancient capital
Russia, they became identified with th¢he Baltic Sea. Today, they are settledf Cappadocia was Mazaca.
Muschovites and Sarmatians, establisimorth-east of Moscow around Tobolsk. While in Asia Minor they were
ing themselves for a time along théhere is also the tribe of Tubalai whdnseparable from the Toboli. They were
River \Volga. live on the banks of the Tuba River anthe "natural " or hereditary enemies of

Bohn, the editor ofMarco Polo's although they speak Turkic, are perhapbe Assyrians and were largely the
Travels,has this to say : "The Bolgar,Samoyed. They may have acquiredause of the Assyrians losing power
Bulgar, or Bulghar, here spoken of igheir name from Tubal. over other peoples from time to time.
the name of a town and extensive dis- A place-name alongside the Volga They migrated with Tubal up to the
trict in Tartary, lying to the eastward ofwas known as Siberia. Today, Siberia iBlack Sea and into the Russian plains.
the Volga, and now inhabited by thén northern Russia where theDr. Gesenius wrote, in the nineteenth
Bashkirs, sometimes distinguishedoboloskis migrated. The name origicentury, that Meschech became the
from the Bulgaria on the Danube, by th@ated in the Subartu district of ancienMoschi, a very barbaric people. They
appellation of the Greater Bulgaria." Tubal in Asia Minor. dwelt, he said, in the Moschian

It appears therefore that "Volga™ and Another mutated branch of TubalMountains. The Moschian Mountains
"Bulga“are one and the same; theynay be the Basques who dwell on theere the connecting chain between the
appear to be identical with the root formborder of Spain and France. Basques aucasus and Anti Taurus Mountains.
of the name Tubal! Huxley agrees thathe form of the Latin Vasco. The FrenciThe Scofield Reference Bilgays that
the name Volga evolved into Bulgaria. province of Gascogne or Guascogne ife "reference to Meschech and Tubal

Tubal thus split into two like so named after them. Also, the mountaifMoscow and Tobolosk) is a clear mark
many families: one branch migratedange seperating France and Germamy identification”. Strabo claimed that
northwards, the other westwards. Thé called the Vosges, anciently called thbere was a district named "Moschice",
group which moved into the BalkanWasgen Forest of the Basques—thia very barbaric people, while
Peninsula became known as thsignifies their migration into the arealempriere stated in his dictionary that
Bulgarians, mingling with the after the Flood. Roger Collins, in histhe Moschi were a people to the west of
Sarmatians and adopting their particulaexcellent work,;The Basquestates that the Caspian Sea.

Slavic language and customs. Basque historian, Esteban de Garibay Expert Milner explains : "The terri-
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tory first occupied by Meschech after There we have it—as plain as day
their descent from the table-lands dfght! The peoples of Madai, Tubal anc
Pamir was the plain at present peoplddeschech may be found in wester
by the Turcomans, between the OxuRussia. They are a very tough, harg
and the Caspian... The whole districtned people, best to be left alone ar
within five hundred miles of Moscownot interfered or tangled with.
seems to be saturated with the name of However, scores of various group
Meschech". fall within the borders of modern-day
He then refers the reader to SteilerRussia, although dominated by
German Hand Atlago prove his point Meschech.  They include 16
by referring to the following place-autonomous republics, 5 autonomou
names: Moscow; the Moskva Riverregions, 10 national districts, 6 territo
the Novo-Mosc-owsk on a tributary ofries and 49 regions. They include ethn
the Dnieper; Mosch-Aisk nearentities such as the Komi, Karella
Borodino;Mosch-ok between MoscowChuvash, Bashkirias, Tuvas, Yakutiag
and Nijini Novogorod; Mosch-arki Jews, Ossetias and so forth. The list
stood on a tributary of the Volga Riveryirtually endless. These people are de
Misch-etski stood between Moskowtined to more-or-less stay together an
and the Tula; Mischiritschi on the borattempt to forge an empire out of th
der with the Ukraine; Mesch-a, aubble of the mess left behind by th
branch of the Dwina River; Mesch-Communists. It will be an enormously
Tschowsk near Tula; Meschpowerful empire, with huge manpowe
Tschenskaia on the border with thand natural resources and with techn
Ukraine and Meschk-uze near Riga! logical assistance from Germany. |
should also be noted that the Finns gkeems that Russia will hearken back
Russia are divided into two tribesthe days of the Tsars and appoint som
Erses and Moskshes. one who can be seen to be a symbol
unity, and who would once again ignite
Russian Claims of Ethnic Origins the imaginations of these tribes an
No doubt, the Great Russiangeoples. He would have ancient root
occupying the thousands of squarand therefore a 'right' to champion the
kilometres around Moscow descendause for a better lifestyle and religiou
from their ancient forefather,liberty. As a royal he would be the mys
Meschech. The city of Moscow istical union between the present and th
spelt Moskva by the Russians thenpast, the people and their God, embod
selves and it stood in the midst of &g the soul of the nation and represen
Russian state once known amg them on the international stage.
Muscovy. The whole of Russia, in
fact, was known as Muskovi for a longlifferent looking Russia in the years
time even until the time of lvan theahead. Prophecy seems to indicate th
Terrible. the Baltic states will be joined with
The Peoples of Moschi
renowned as being a cruel raceome form of semi-independence
anciently: "woe is me that | sojourn inWhile the Great Russians will initially
Mesech". The term quoted here is frorhe partners of Europe, they will even
the Bible, being used as we use theally have a terrible falling out with
term "Vandal", "Hun" of "Philistine” them which will lead to the most horri-
today, as being typical of cruelty andble conflict in human history.
mercilessness.
It has long been generally under- Suggested Reading
stood by many Russian academics that Collins, R. (1986) The Basques
much of their population is descendeBasil Blackwell, Oxford.
from a branch of the Scythians. A Coon, C. (1948) Races of Europe
famous Russian poet, Alexander Blokylacmillan, New York, USA.
for example, noted such in one of his Milner, W. (1941) The Russian
poems, The Scythians. Also, RussiaGhapters of Ezekiel. Destiny|
historian Alekseyev, in his workn Publishers, Mass., USA. 2nd edition.
Search Of Our Ancestorsyrites that Yamauhci, E. (1982) Foes from the
the Russians are a branch of thMorthern Frontier. Baker Book House
Scythians. Michigan, USA. R

Finally, dear reader, expect a fa1.

wereEurope and the Ukraine may gait2-

FEAST '97 ALBUQUERQUE?
It's up to you!

The New Mexico Region Church
God/A Church of God Ministry wou
like to know if you would attend a Fe
of Tabernacles in Albuquerque, N
Mexico if it were offered.

of

ASst
ew

Let us know if you are
interested in attending!
We have lots to offer including:

Lots of excellent restaurants, enter-
tainment and family activities
Longest tram to the top of Sandia
Mountains

Indian pueblos and museums
Zoo/Aquarium/Arboretum
Mountains/Hiking/Backpacking
Incredible Southwestern scenery
Historic sites

60 miles from historic Sante Fe

YES! We are very interested in attend
the 1997 Feast with you in Albuquerq
New Mexico.

ng
ie,

Name:

Address:

City, Zip:

Phone #:

—_

Number of adults attending:
Number of children under 12:
Number of teenagers attending:

We have these special needs:

w

We would be interested in serving as:

We are interested in seminars or work-

shops about:

Comments and suggestions:

Please Returrthis questionnaire t
A Church of God Ministry, PO Bg
20457, Albuquerque, NM 87111, Tel:
1-505-822-8709.
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REsPoNsE: The first person from not think | was yet ready to lose my job and
which | first heard about the Ephraim ande disfellowshipped. The next Sunday after
Manasseh reversal was Harry Curley, tiee letter was mailed, | met in Rod
writer of one of the relate8ervants' News Meredith’s home to help lay the plans for
articles. Harry worked at the WCG headhe beginning of the Global Church of God.

quarters during theThe next day | resigned my job at the WCG
1970s through the(where | had worked for 18 years) and start-
1990s, but | think he ed working on the computer systems for the

0e0ccccccccccccccccccccccceeee Came to the conclusionGCG.

We print a representative sampling ain his own. | have heard the idea from a We will gladly send you (or anyone
our mail—both positive and negative. Waumber of others since then. | did not usdse) a copy of the original Friends in

do not include names unless we are fairlyny one else’s material for my article.

Pasadena letter. Also, | have another letter

sure that the writer would not object. To We will add you to our mailing list andthat explains my relationship with the

avoid any difficulty, writers should specisend you all of the back issues. The fir&8lobal Church of God. One section needs
fy how much of their name and addresssue contains our goals and purposes whighdating, but | will send it as soon as it is
they would like us to print. We include ouhave largely remained unchanged. Mgady.

response to each letter in this type-stylbackground is covered in the answer to a
We have selected a title for each letter ftatter in the August 1995ervants’ Newsn

—NSE

easy reference. If writers supply their owp 14.

title, we will be happy to use it.

Already Understood Ephraim to he
USA and Manasseh to be Britain

LETTER: December 15,1996
Dear Mr. Edwards,

Very recently, | was shown a copy of
your November Servants' News which con-
tained several articles on Ephraim being
the USA and Manasseh being Britain. | am
curious and wish to know what reference
source material(s) was/were used to inspire
the writing of these articles—if this can be
divulged?

Several years ago, | learned about this
and became convicted on it (it's a reversal
from what | had learned in WCG, which | no
longer attend), and the person | learned it
from received information about it from
someone who attended Ambassador
College in the early 1970(s).

| think it is encouraging to see people
print the Truth when it is adequately
proven,—and have the guts to do so—as |
believe you have shown.

| would like to know if you would please
put me on your mailing list? Also, if supply
is available, | would like to have a copy of
all back issues, including this November
copy of which someone had given me a
xerox copy of (Ephraim/Manasseh articles).
This person knew | was aware of the "inter-
change" of who Ephraim/Manasseh
were—compared to what | was taught in
the past.

Finally, do you have something that
explains who you are and what you repre-
sent.

Thank you and thanks for "standing in
the breach" for the Word of God!

Sincerely,

—John Gordon, Nashua, NH

December 1996

—NSE- “Pound Galendar Paper Helpful”

“Priends in Pasadena” Lotter August 12, 1996
July 22, 1996

LETTER:
Dear Mr. Edwards,

LETTER: Thank you very much for the Biblical

Dear Mr. Edwards:

What, exactly, is the “Friends of
Pasadena” newsletter? I've heard it men-
tioned in a couple of places but without
explanation...

| would be interested in hearing of your
experiences in Global during the time not
long before your departure.

Thank you. Sincerely,

Calendar Basics. Your approach was
refreshing—giving the facts and letting peo-
ple decide for themselves. That type of
courage is rare among God'’s leaders.

On page 8, under the section entitled
“How does the Jewish calendar work?” you
stated that there were references in the
Talmud and other histories indicating how
to keep the Sabbath when it comes after

—lllinois  the Day of Atonement. May | please have a

REespPonsE: The “Friends of Pasadenatopy of those references (bibliography)?
letter was a six-page letter written primarilyWe are examining the calendar and that
by Norman Edwards with help from hignay be very helpful to us. Thank you.
wife and a few other friends in Pasadena. It Sincerely,
was mailed in late December of 1992 to —Colleen DuBose, Phoenix AZ
about half of the Worldwide Church of God REesPonsE: The specific fact that shows
ministry and a few hundred other individuthat the Jewish calendar has changed are the
als (the mailing list was constructed fromeferences to keeping the Sabbath when
the names and address in the WCG famiBay of Atonement falls on a Sunday or a
album and telephone directories). The lettEriday (it never does in the present Jewish
asked WCG leadership to be more fortlealendar). The references, from the Soncino
right in their approach to doctrinal changesdition of the Talmud are:
It also mentioned the enroliment in Shabbath 114b (See footnote 16)
Protestant colleges of some of the WCG Menachoth 100b (See footnote 12)
leaders and other facts that were not com- K'rithoth 19a (See footnote 10)
monly known among the WCG member- In the next issue of Servants’ News, we
ship.l do not agree with everything in the will be covering the calendar convention in
letter today—it placed too much empha- Dallas, TX. We should be able to list a lot
sis on retaining the old ways of Herbert more sources from information gathered
Armstrong and the WCG. Nevertheless, it there.
raised a number of questions that the WCG
leadership found difficulty in answering. A
six-page rebuttal to it was printed in thg Nut Mr or MPS then What')
Pastor General's Report several months ' Y '
later. LETTER: July 18, 1996

The letter contained no return name &rear Mr. Edwards:
address because | was still employed by the Regarding Norman Brumm’s article in
WCG at that time. | felt that | must attenthe May 1996 issue entitled “The Three H's
with some church organization, and | didf True Christianity...”, | respectfully ask

Page 27
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how we are to address you. | understand
not addressing another man by “Father,”
“Master,” etc. However, | have been taught
for 60 years to address any man, especial-
ly one my senior, as “Mr. So-and-So.”
Likewise to address a woman as Miss or
Mrs. However, Mr. Brumm implies we are
not to address people this way. Maybe |
missed the point, but would like it clarified.
Name withheld

| tried to contact you in the past weeks.
We attended a living room Church of God
meeting and somebody asked me where
the third resurrection is mentioned in the
Bible and | was at a loss. In WCG | had
been taught about the three resurrections
and never questioned it. We looked it up in
the Bible when we got home and it really
doesn't say “third resurrection.” They main-
tain there are only two. What does God's

REsPoNsE: The instructions in Matt Word say about this?
23:8-11, are to “call no man father,” and to  Sincerely

notbe called‘rabbi” or “master.” “Father,”

—Ken Omick, Wisconsin

from the scriptures. There is no reason why
two brethren cannot completely get along,
worship, and serve together, even though
one may believe there are two resurrections
and the other three. Does anyone believe
that a person who seeks and obeys the
Eternal with his whole heart will not be in
the first resurrection because he doesn't
understand exactly how many resurrections
there are? It is likely that many of the
brethren that died before the writing of
Revelation did not understand it.

We encourage you to continue in your

in an ultimate sense means “Creator” and is RESPONSE: In this aspect, resurrectionsstudies. Every word of the Bible is worth
a title reserved for the Eternal. Our Savioare a lot like tithing. The WCG taught threaunderstanding.

told His disciples not to be called by someesurrections and three tithes, but the phras-
exalted name because it makes class d&s “second tithe,” “third tithe,” “second res-

—NSE

tinctions and takes away from the attituderrection” and “third resurrection” never . i
of brotherhood and service that leaderappear in the Bible. However, the phrasgver zealous Musm Letter Apﬂlogy,

should have.

It is not a sin to call other people byRevelation 20:5-6. Also, we find the term
lofty sounding titles as long as they are ndsecond death” in Revelation 2:11, 20:6LETTER:

“first resurrection” does appear

Ridding Ourselves of “Elitism”

December 11, 1996

attributes or names exclusively belongin@0:14 and 21:8. These scriptures are a veBear Norman:
to the Eternal. We give two examplestrong indication that there is more than one Greetings once more and thank you
resurrection, but they say very little abouvery much for your considered and kind
But he [Paul] said, “I am not mad, how many more. If we want to count everyesponse to my letter of November 5 as
possible resurrection, we must count thpublished in SN, November 1996 issue.
words of truth and reason” (Acts resurrection of our Saviour and the many You are right. Lack of praise for Jesus
people who were raised back to physicd$ not specifically among the things named
It seemed good to me [Luke] also, life through His ministry and the ministryin the Bible that could keep an individual's
having had perfect understanding of all of the apostles and prophets.
| think most are interested in countingout of the kingdom. God will have mercy

where it was done in the Bible:
most noble Festus,but speak the
26:25).
things from the very first, to write to

you an orderly accountjost excellent
Theophilus (Luke 1:3).

prayers from being answered or keep him

major resurrections involving many peopleupon whom He will have mercy. And you
The “first resurrection” in Revelation 20:5-are right again in your statements about

Festus was not always truly a noble pe# is clearly for those who have died follow-corrective actions, put-downs, and sar-
son (Acts 25:9), but Paul addressed him theg the Eternal. Later verses in the chapteasm. | wish to apologize to John and Deb
way he expected to be addressed. It is nsthow a resurrection to judgement. Hovash, and to anybody else, for that matter,
wrong to address people as “Mr.” or “Mrs.”long those people will live and what chanc&ho might have found my letter to be offen-
today if it is what they are expecting. Bythey have of repenting is not perfectly cleasive in that regard. It was not my intent to
using these words, neither you nor theyerse 15 says “And anyone not found writbe offensive, but merely to emphasize the
think you are idolizing them. Nor are weten in the Book of Life was cast into thegravity of a subject which appears to be
required to stop everyone from calling usake of fire.” This appears to be in contrastne symptom of an earlier-taught elitist
“Mr.” or “Mrs.” There are Bible examples to verse 12 where people are “judged.position. And most certainly no sarcasm or
of people who used flattering titles toaccording to their works.” In my under-put-down was part of my thought process-
address converted leaders. Sometimes thnding, it was this difference that promptes as | composed my letter, even though it
leaders corrected them, but sometimes theyl the “second resurrection” (v. 12) aneédmittedly could be taken that way. Please
did not. The sin is when a fellow brother‘third resurrection” (v. 15). doctrines. forgive me. As to the singing of praises in
decides that he must be callédr Smith” In my view the most important thing toworship of the Father and/or Christ, the

(or any other name) by his brethren.
—NSE

Where is the Third Resurrection?

August 10, 1996

LETTER:
Dear Mr. Edwards,
| think that you should be made privy of
the fact that your publication has drawn us
closer to God and given us insights we had
never dreamed of. This past week we
attended Ron Dart's Christian Renewal
Conference in Hattiesburg, MS, and are
thrilled to hear Jim Rector, Ray Wooten,
and Ron Dart.

Page 28

see is that we will be judged according tdinal test is of one’s heart, and probably
our works now, and that some people wilbalance is key.
come to an end in the lake of fire for their Having been involved with WCG from
deeds. Whether this happens all in one rethie mid-sixties to 1981, and then later with
urrection or in two or more separate ones 8GI up until the fall of 1994, it has been my
nearly irrelevant. Does anyone believe thaxperience, especially noted in hindsight,
they will be able to escape the judgemertibat elitism was most definitely taught, not
“on a technicality”—maybe by telling God only there, but elsewhere as well. | think
he brought them up in the wrong resurred¢he majority of folks did buy into that “ruling
tion? | do not think so. class” notion, including myself. But throw-
We believe this is an excellent examplég off shackles of elitism is much more
of the harm done when organizations writéhan simply playing musical churches. One
extensive doctrinal statements. Very diffidoes not unlearn very much without a
cult-to-prove doctrines are elevated to thdecided effort accompanied by plenty of
same level of dogma as obvious statemenitsartaches and tears. And it does pain me
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to see the influence of those days reflected
today. Yet, we have to grow through these
things somehow, one step at a time. Sad to
say, authoritarianism is alive and well, and
promoted to one degree or another in a
number of religious organizations in
America, Sabbath-keeping and Sunday-
keeping alike.

The fault, however, does not lie with
the Sash family or similar folks who are
doing the very best they can under the
circumstances. The fault lies with the
hierarchical leadership of elitist churches
who have merchandised the brethren
time and again, some of who continue to
do so to this very day. How many times
have we been “warned” as it were, about
“those Protestants” out there and others
who were so beneath us in wisdom, un-
derstanding, or adherence to scripture?
Warned that they only traveled the nar-
row scriptural paths of their seminary
teachings, never daring to stray into
areas of theology we had re-opened?
How pompous we were. The instances
of this kind of teaching abuse by the min-
istry heaped upon little ones is legion. |
say abuse, because to mislead any of
God’s children is abusive, and those
doing the misleading will certainly have
to give an accounting for their misdeeds.
Yet, this fact does not get abused sheep
off the hook; we all bear a certain
amount of responsibility for what we
learn, accept, and follow.

Our challenge, perhaps, is to remem-
ber that the price of freedom is diligence,
and the only insurance against theological
error and nonsense is real Biblical knowl-
edge, something that never comes easy,
and something that possibly may never be
fully attained by any of us in this life. Paul
said “now we see through a glass, darkly,”
but he did not say we have to stay that way.
In the meantime, we look to Christ, “the
author and finisher of our faith,” and rely on
God's spirit to guide us through this valley
of the shadow of death. A lot of work needs
to be done, Norman. | appreciate the ser-
vice of the Servants’ News crew.

Sincerely,

—F. Paul Haney, Watertown, CT

Response: Thank you for the excel-
lent example of how we can discuss thedbe breaking of the Eternal’s law.dfy of

Today, | have received quite a bundle in
my mail. Thank you for that! The articles
are very interesting | have already read
many of them. It is just as in the first period
when | first got into contact with the WCG
(fall 1990). Due to a less liberal minister, |
have gotten much "old" material of the
WCG in that first period. After that, | got
official information of the liberal WCG. | felt
that | did not learn anything at that time.
Now it seems that again a time of growth in
knowledge is appearing in my life. Your
magazine, among others is contributing
greatly. Again, thank you!

Furthermore | have one question: in
your July 1995 article, Oh, How | Love Your
Law!, you mention on page 10, "Modern
research has shown that AIDS and other
diseases are a direct result of bestiality". To
be honest, | do not know of such research
but | gladly would like to know. Do you
have some references with which this
statement could be backed up?

Sincerely,

—The Netherlands

Docs the State Get Married, Too?

LETTER: December 7,
1996
Dear readers and staff of Servant's News,
| have been reading the thread on an
internet forum called Likeminds, on the
subject of being legally married, and | think
that there are some facts that are not com-
monly known to the average individual.

We automatically assume that for a
marriage to be considered valid, it has to
have the approval of the state. But where
did we get that idea?

If two people get a marriage license
and get married, then the state becomes
party to that marriage. The state therefore
has a legal right to dictate terms within that
marriage or in cases of dispute. The state,
in effect is the third party to the marriage.
By extension, the state has legal claim to
compensation. It may even have rights to
assets. The compensations that are obvi-
ous are the attorney fees. The attorney, in
legal terms, is an agent of the court. The

RESPONSE: | have read or heard of theattorney is empowered to secure assets for
bestiality connection with AIDS in severalthe state.

places over the years, but the only one | All this may sound like protection for
could find right now was on page 1Tfie the parties in a marriage, but there is a high
Aids Cover-up?by Gene Antonio (San price to pay for that legal protection.
Francisco: Ignations Press, 1987). The But why a state license? No one, it
AIDS virus has been found years ago iseems, questions why two people in love,
Africa in monkeys and sheep—both anineed the permission of the state. It should
mals commonly used by those who practicsuffice that the two people involved would
bestiality. While it is possible that the dis-make their vows public, within their com-
ease was passed by animal bites or the eatunity and church.
ing of infected meat, animal bites occur But why a license? A license is a per-
vary rarely, and the virus is usuallymission given by the state to perform
destroyed by cooking. something that is otherwise illegal. In effect
It was a mistake for me to make such the state considers marriage illegal, unless
dogmatic statement without irrefutable evi{T, the state, has a vested interest in that
dence that proves the virus was passed rimarriage.
this manner. Recently, several writers have More people opt out for "common law"
put forth the theory that AIDS was themarriages as a means of by-passing the
product of a biological warfare experimenstate and its invasion of the privacy of the
that was tested in monkeys and sheep anthrriage.
subsequently released into the human pop- Most people in today's society look
ulation Emerging Viruses: Aids anddown their noses on common law mar-
Ebola—Nature, Accident, or Intentional?riages. If one seriously considers the legal
by Dr. Leonard Horowitz, Tetrahedronramifications of having the state having a
Press, 1996, 800-336-9266). stake in one's marriage, then the value of
The point of the article is that humancommon law marriage becomes obvious.
suffering is usually caused by human sin— A common law marriage does not have
to be a clandestine non-ceremonial event.

issues, learn from each other and remathe above theories prove to be correchk can be a public display of vows with the
friends. It is nice that you can see that yohuman sin is the cause. It is interesting toenefit of witnesses, but with the exception

are still rooting out elitism—I still find

some of it in my own approach to others.

Out of WCG / Questions on AIDS

LETTER: October 24, 1996
Dear Mr. Edwards,

December 1996

note that the people least likely to contraaif the state.

AIDS today are those who live a life based | hope that, rather than taking things for

on the Eternal's laws: one heterosexugjranted, we can look at issues in a more in

spouse, no drugs, and avoid hospitals ami@pth manner, which will allow us to be

medical procedures as much as possible.less judgmental and by far the wiser.

—NSE Sincerely,

—Donald Steckey Allentown, PA
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Response: We certainly do not see and | thought I'd give you an update on
any Biblical reason for the state or “thewhat's been going on with us.
clergy” to be involved in authorizing mar-  As you may know, we started attending
riages. Nor does it makes sense for them with GCG back in December 1994 when
decide the terms of a divorce. Paul indicatage moved out here (not long after you
that believers should not go to this world'snoved to Arkansas). (Deleted personal
courts of law for solutions (1Cor 6). So farjnformation).
we have not seen any documentation that The local group in GCG is a fine bunch
demonstrates the rights the state has as tifepeople. The host (in his mid-30s) is a
result of granting a license. If you have itgood natured young man and tolerated our

we would be most interested.
—NSE

Out After 20 Years of Hierarchy
LETTER: December 3,1996
Norm,

The names | submitted to you were
people who have asked me to have their
names added to your mailing list so they
are all aware.

Some of us in this area are just coming
to see this government issue in a new and
different light so any information you may
have that would help our understanding on
this matter would certainly be appreciated.
| have just come out of Global Church of
God and a few of us are how meeting as
independent in my living room—it is a very
scary undertaking after 26 years under the
hierarchical structure but | just don't feel
like I can grow in Global anymore.

Anyway, thank you for adding those
names to your mailing list and thank you
for the Servant's News—I really appreciate
it!!

Sincerely,

—R.B.

“radical” views rather well most of the time.
So we sat back, basically kept our opinions
concerning the governmental structure of
the organization (and other concerns) to
ourselves and enjoyed the fellowship of the
local people. Our presence taught them a
lot. They were totally unaware that there
were lots of us (independents) who left in
the 70s who were still following God's way
and maintaining the faith. They were com-
pletely shocked with the standards that we
had maintained in the keeping of the
Sabbath and the Holy Days, the truth we
had maintained and even the growth and
the understanding we had experienced
simply by leaving WCG and teaching our-
selves how to study and research God’s
Word and receiving inspiration and knowl-
edge from a variety of sources other than
those specifically sanctioned by “head-
quarters”. This group up here has really
had a learning experience in fellowship-
ping with us because we've really made it
clear that not all independents are kooks
who had no good reason to leave other
than to exalt themselves into positions of
power and authority.

Unfortunately, the leadership of GCG

RESPONSE: | can remember that “scary didn't take too kindly to our “independent”

feeling” during some changes in congregaways. It became clear as the months
tions our family made. However, the realpassed that only so much of our “radical’
ization that we are now directly looking tothoughts would be tolerated before and
our Father, not to a human organizatiorsfter church services. We did have one-on-
more than makes up for it. We learn how tene conversations with several of the
walk by faith in Him. There are now somembers who know that something is not
many ministries assisting independent corguite right with the structure of GCG and
gregations that they need not to feel alon@ave asked us questions regarding our
There are plenty of conferences, Feasts asgheriences with other groups. But these
other opportunities for fellowship. Also, people have never known anything differ-
there are many ways independents camt and they chose GCG because it was
preach the gospel. very similar to what they left and they did-
On the other hand, there is much morg't want to change the way they worship.
personal responsibility for ourselves andhey were open to discussing things that
for others. No one is going to try to “makewent wrong with WCG but still think that

you obey” anymore. May the Eternal bles§CG is doing things differently.
you in your new group. However, this past spring, when Mr.
—NSE  Meredith came down hard on indepen-

] dents and free-thinking people, the group
Independent Believer for L7 Years

here became very concerned about us
November, 1996

LETTER:
Greetings:
| was enjoying reading the latest SN

Page 30

because they saw these sermons as
attacks against people like us. We,
because of our talent in music and my hus-
band’s ability to speak and to teach, have

been very willing to give of ourselves for
the betterment of the group. But the reser-
vations concerning the structure remained.

We sent a long letter to Mr. Meredith in
the summer telling him quite frankly that he
was totally wrong in his attacks against
independents. That even though he may
be a minister of 40+ years, he most cer-
tainly was perceived as one of the “bad
guys” during the 60s and 70s when the
ministry, under his leadership, was com-
posed of many, many dictators and tyran-
ny abounded. When we left in 1979, it was
not so much because of doctrinal differ-
ences (only a few were changing at that
time that we disagreed with) as it was the
tyranny of the local ministry and the
horrendous mistreatment of the
brethren. People were being disfellow-
shipped simply because they mentioned
the name of GTA, or read a letter from him,
or guestioned the irrational behavior of
people at headquarters or — most ridicu-
lous of all — refused to sign a statement
wherein they “vowed” to be totally loyal to
HWA. When they asked if they could add
“as long as he followed God and Christ” to
the “oath”, they were told that they couldn't
do that, that they had to sign the oath as is.
When they refused, they were told that
they were no longer in God's Church. This
type of tyranny was totally out of control
and unbiblical in every sense of the word,
but it was being perpetrated on God's
people all over the country, depending
upon the minister and how much of a
dictator he was. This was one of the main
reasons we left in 1979. And here Mr.
Meredith was, condemning those who left
WCG before he did and condemning those
who left WCG and didn't join GCG. And
some of the sermons at the Feast were
coming on strong with God's government
and how GCG is portraying that govern-
ment properly and correctly. Excuse me! |
think not!

So when we got home from the Feast ,
we started working on a letter of resigna-
tion. It took about two weeks to finalize but
we have sent it to the local minister and we
have withdrawn our presence from the
local brethren. Several of them understand
why we could no longer attend and “sup-
port” GCG but others have done exactly
what the WCG brethren did to us in 1979 —
turned their backs on us. My children are
simply amazed by this. They only attend-
ed with GCG for two years and they are
perplexed and disturbed by this treatment.
| told them that | attended in Memphis for
17 years and experienced the very same
treatment from people | had grown up with.
People | had known my entire life! Is this
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God's way of handling differences? |
think not! Church bashing is totally
uncalled for. God’s Church is not an orga-
nization. God's Church is made up of peo-
ple from all walks of life, attending all differ-
ent types of services and learning and
growing in God's grace and knowledge.
There are too many other things to be deal-
ing with than bashing people who decide
they don't want to be a part of a particular
organization.. | hope if nothing else that
God's people of this day and age learn that
lesson because if they don't , they'll not be
able to get along with God’s people when
God decides to unite them and they'll be
the ones left behind.

As you can tell, this is a very sore sub-
ject and has been for many, many years.
My own family turned against me in 1979.
My very best friends for my whole life
turned against me in 1979. Several differ-
ent organizations have made us unwel-
come because we've tried to “correct them
gently” with scripture and love. They
refused to take the correction and told us to
remove ourselves from their presence. Of
these various organizations, none are
viable Churches of God any longer. One
has split so many times because of the
sins of the top man that it has no base.
Another went into the occult. Another has
become a social club only. And the rest
have completely disbanded. They weren't
open to discussion, correction, or simple
direction. They were solely interested in
continuing the faulty government structure
so widely accepted as “the way to do it”
and which has failed so miserably in the
past 10 years, (and longer).

Now I'll come down off my “high horse”.
My husband and | are doing just fine per-
sonally. We are meeting — for the moment
— with a local UCG group. But we have not
committed ourselves to them. They also
have a lot of growth to do and changes in
approach and such. But they are a nice
group of people and our concern is for
our children to have fellowship with
others in God's church.  So we meet with
them with the understanding that our
options are open and we are “radical inde-
pendents”. The local ministers have visited
us and I'm sure they really don't know quite
what to think of us. We are so different from
them in our thinking of how God's Work
should be done they just look at us and
shake their heads. But they didn’t forbid us
from fellowshipping and that's something in
itself.

[Personal section removed)]

Wherever we fellowship and wherever
we go, we'll maintain our independence.
That's just our nature after 17 years of
December 1996

being on our own with no particular alle-
giance to any organization or group. The
strength of God’s people is their ability

to stand on their own two feet and face

all the adversities, trials and tribulations
Satan can throw at them. They must be
able to stand on their own — no crutches
allowed. Leaning on someone or an orga-
nization to the extent of not being able to
support themselves is a very serious prob-
lem that many of God's brethren are facing
now. They leaned on an organization for so
long that now they are without that organi-
zation, they don't know what to do or where
to go or how to continue maintaining the
faith. It's such a shame.

You guys are doing such a wonderful
work putting out the Servants’ News. We
tried doing something similar back in the
early 80s. It was called The Sounding-
board and had a mailing list all over the
world. But the need for it wasn't as great
then because the corruptness of the vari-
ous Church of God organizations in exis-
tence back then wasn't as extreme as it is
now. My husband wrote many articles for it
and for other publications over the years
and if he can get them printed up again,
we'll send them on to you. (I'm so glad you
agree with our basic understanding of a
woman’s role in the Church. We've
believed that for years but you'd be sur-
prised (or maybe not) at the resistance
we've met simply because it isn't the gen-
eral belief accepted by most). It's amazing
what getting away from the general main-
stream of worship will do for enlightening
one’s mind. We learned lots when it was
just the four of us meeting in my parent's
home and studying the Bible and letting it
interpret itself rather than taking the word
of someone else.

Please keep up the good work and
take comfort in knowing that you are doing
a wonderful service for God's people.

—Mrs R,

who will apparently stay in the same orga-
nization no matter what it teaches. | now
realize it is a mistake to classify anyone as
“lost.” Some people will view the large
number of congregations you have attend-
ed as a mark of instability. To me, it shows
that you are committed to the Eternal in
spite of what organizations do.

| am also glad to see that you still rec-
ognize that there are many of the Eternal’s
people in hierarchical groups and that there
are still many things that can be learned and
shared there. It is sad to see people in inde-
pendent congregations who will have noth-
ing to do with people in hierarchical groups
and vice versa—how can we severely
judge people for having an error that we
had ourselves for so many years?

| am sure that your family will continue
to be pillars in whatever group you may
attend. Thank you for writing.

—NSE

Plan to Rebuild the WOG

November 29, 1996

LETTER:
To the editor,

God's Government is top down in
authority. We are all learning that lesson
whether we want to or not.

In the past few years, the successor to
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong failed to hang
onto the faith once delivered. He tried to
move God’s Saints back into the world.

God struck him down with an incurable
disease just like some of the kings in
ancient Israel were destroyed for their folly.

This is probably the most positive thing
to come out of this whole apostate situation
we have just been through.

It shows that God will intervene like Mr.
Waterhouse told us! God did and will con-
tinue to intervene if we do our part by fast-
ing, praying and seeking God's will!

ResPonsE: | recall Mr. Waterhouse
emphatically telling us thatHerbert W.

RESPONSE: Your letter is a fine expres- Armstrong would not die.” It is true that
sion of your experiences. It is evident thaloseph Tkach, Sr. died, but it is hard to
independent congregations have difficultieprove that he was supernaturally “struck
as do hierarchical ones. However, when trgown.” He was only a few years short of
leader of a small independent congregatidhe seventy years that the scripture allots to
goes astray, most of his followers leave anghan. If we look at the kings of Israel, we
his bad administration and teaching comdind that a great many bad kings reigned a
to an end. However, when people believieng time. Manasseh, a bad king, reigned
that one corporation is “The True Church’55 years—the longest of any. The vast
then they are trapped there no matter homajority of Israelites lived under a bad
bad the teaching or the administration making. Did that give them an excuse to fol-

be.

low in the sins of their king? No! Did the

| remember hearing that you had “lefEternal provide some kind of alternate top-
the church” back in 1979 and | thoughtlown government of prophets or priests
your family was “lost”. Now, | know peo- ruling over the righteous? No! Elisha
ple who have given up on the Eternal conthought he was the only righteous one, even
pletely when the WCG changed and peopkough there were 7000 others that he did
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not know abouflKngs 19:14,18) radio stations and magazines as proof thahurch leader? And if your plais not
We believe that the most positive thinghey are the place where God is workingsod’s plan for putting His government
to come out of “this whole situation” is theThese statistics change from year to yedvack on the track, why are you publicizing
great amount of Bible study and prayeand we have no way to prove their accurat? In reality, it seems that you are following
done by brethren looking into the doctrinesy. If one group runs out of money andn the American tradition of perceiving a
that various people teach. There is far mo@nother group “takes the lead in preachingroblem, formulating a solution, and trying
learning and conviction now than there wathe Gospel” next year, does the head of thie convince your peers that your solution is
when most people’s personal beliefs wer®p-down government change? Does anyight. We do not believe your solution is the
simply a carbon copy of their organiza-one really believe that our salvation i€ternal's will, but we do agree with the
tion’s beliefs. based on how we evaluate these statisticsfethod you are using to offer a solutitin.

LETTER (coNTINUED): We do not need
to vote! God through Christ, the Head of

the Church is in charge. They know what
we need before we even ask it.

Now if we could all see the absolute
power we as a collective body really have
we could get the work back on track! Our
prayers could destroy Mr. Tkach’s son and
all of the other false ministers that are
going along with these Mystery Babylon
doctrines!

We are to one day judge angels. This
current situation is kid’s stuff. Here's what
we need to do! All of us need to pray the
following:

LETTER: 3) Then, let everyone of us
write to the WCG, and tell them that unless
they turn over the controls of the WCG to
the one Christ has chosen, then they too
will all be dead men. God will destroy them
next and we will fast and pray until one of
those two things happen!

all truth from the Eternal comes through a
top-down organization of men, then all we
need to do is stay home until “God’s gov-
ernment” finds us and tells us what to do!
Also, we should ask this question:
Should we also continue to pray that the
Eternal will put the Seventh Day Baptists,

REsPONSE: We really think it is a mis- Seventh Day Adventists, Church of God
take to fast and pray until the Eternal doeSeventh Day, and other groups “back on
our will. We need to fast and pray until wehe track™? Most Church of God groups
learn His will. The Eternal can do His worktrace their history though these groups.

with or without the WCG corporation.
LETTER: 4) Put Gerald Flurry in charge

of the Herbert W. Armstrong Foundation

for preservation of all of Mr. Armstrong’s

ResPoNsE: If “God is in charge,” then works only if he will submit to God's
why do we as humans need to formulate @overnment.

plan and put it into action? You, Don

ing for our voluntary compliance with your

Did all of the leaders of each of these
groups quickly die after they left their
original doctrines? No! Other leaders
took over, lived a long time and the groups
are all still functioning, today! An honest
look at the history of Sabbath-keeping

REsponsE: Should we preserve all of groups shows that there has not been a sin-
Wheatley, do not claim that you are théVr. Armstrong's works, or should we deletegle hierarchical leader most of the time.
head of the government or that the Eternis early doctrines that he later changed atle should not be confused if we cannot
has revealed this plan to you. You are askis prophecies that failed?

LETTER: 5) Put Mr. Hulme back in his

plan—not what we would expect if we arepld job with public relations.

being ruled by a top-down government.

Lerter: 1) That God will slay Mr.
Tkach, Jr. and the one he would turn the
Church over to. They have all been warned
repeatedly! They are without excuse!

6) Let the other ministers in the GCG,
PCG and UCG assume the ministerial
positions forming the top down govern-
ment necessary in carrying on the work.

7) Let's go forward with greater con-

RESPONSE: It is not good to judge viction than ever and preach the Gospel of
another man now. “For with what judgmenthe Kingdom of God and warn this world of
you judge, you will be judged...” (Matt the coming Great Tribulation and Day of
7:2). We hope that everyone will repentthe Lord.

Most of us would probably not have kept

We don't need to vote! If Mr. Meredith

the ancient kings of Israel on their thronegets off track, all we have to do is pray and

but the Eternal did.

Ler1ER: 2) Next, pray that God will
show us a more capable man or have Mr.
Meredith take the lead position for restor-
ing God's Government in the WCG. He
has taken the lead in preaching the Gospel
this past year. He has demonstrated to the
rest of us that God is working most effec-
tively through him and is the most capable
man God is using to do the work.

REsPONSE: This is the problem that

fast about it. Christ, the Head of the Church
will straighten him out! And if he bevels like
Mr. Tkach, Sr did, then he’s a dead man
too and he and all of us know it!

WAKE UP, FORMER AND CURRENT
MEMBERS OF THE WORLDWIDE
CHURCH OF GOD!! Pray that God will
destroy the leadership in the WCG so we
can get the work back on track like we did
in the early 80's!! Time's a wasting!!

find one today.

LETTER: Mr. Armstrong always focused
on the big picture . He was the only one
who could unite us on a human level. We
need to all fast and pray so we can be unit-
ed on a spiritual level!

Please take this fax seriously! This may
be our last chance!

ResPonsE: Our Father in Heaven will
unite us on a spiritual level if we will sub-
mit to him. He will hear those who seek
Him. He is not withholding salvation
because there is not a clear hierarchical
government to submit to.

LETTER: Again, | say, WAKE UP!!
RETURN TO GOD BEFORE IT IS TOO
LATE!

Sincerely,

—Donald Raymond Wheatley
PO Box 20144, Greenville, NC 27858-0144

RESPONSE: Your last statement we
completely agree with! We appreciate your
desire to see the Gospel preached and to see
people stand up for the truth. We hope that

RESPONSE: This is a very interesting you and others will see that it is possible to

has plagued many. How can government l@tempt to unify the various groups andhave a close relationship with the Eternal
hierarchical, yet we are not sure who thgive all of the leaders some kind of joband to do great works in his name regard-
head of that government is? From youHowever, most of them have publicly statless of what human organizations do. We
other letters, Mr. Wheatley, it is clear thaed that they are not interested in workingeed to return to our Father in heaven—not
you once thought the head was Geralbgether. Furthermore, if the plan you hava corporate organization which the Eternal
Flurry, and now you think it might be Mr. givenis God’s plan for putting His govern- has allowed to decay!

Meredith. Leaders of organizations ofterment back on the track, why did God give —NSE
cite their numbers of members, ministerst to you instead of His Chosen hierarchical (A
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Norman Edwards
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Submission on the UCG Draft Constitution by Craig White

Ray Wooten on Church Governance by Ray Wooten

Looking for a Congregation (letter) by [NSE response]
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Giving & Sharing and Bible Sabbath Association Expand by
Norman Edwards
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The Three H's of True Christianity by Norman Arthur Brumm
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Grace Vs. Works by Eric V. Snow

Pastor Resigns from WCG: Against the Leadership, Not
Doctrine by David Covington

God is Light by Jerry Laws

The Messiah is to Lead Us by Toli Bohonik

Ancient “MMT” Text Helps Us Understand What Paul Meant
by.. “Works of the Law” by Eric V. Snow

The Church and Salvation by Robert B. Schimmel

Real-Life Indiana Jones Says He’s Close to Finding the Lost Ark

Cannot Repeat Our Past Mistakes (letter) by Tawanda Ray

Husband & Wife in Different Groups (letter) by [NSE response]

July 1996 Servants’ News, Vol 2, No 6
Answering the Lord’s Prayer? by Pam Dewey
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April-95  “For with the judgment you judge...”

May-95 “But be doers of the word and not hearers only,

deceiving yourselves”

May-95 Did Christ Reorganize the Church?

May-95 To the Ministry of the Church of God...

June-95 Why are there Divisions in the Church?

July-95  Follow Me!??

Aug-95 Questions and Comments on Church Governance

Aug-95 Ten Reasons Why You Should Not Leave the
Worldwide Church of God
Article on Government (letter)
Church Government—It doesn’t have to divide us!
Letter from Alan Ruth to the UCG Board with
Response from Jim Franks
Nicolaitanism—First-Century Clergyism and Priestcraft
Ray Wooten on Church Governance
Submission on the UCG Draft Constitution
The Myth of Government from the Top Down
Thoughts Regarding UCG-AIA “Draft” Constitution &
ByLaws
What is the Role of Church Members in Governing
the New Testament Church?
Independence: Is it Rebellion?
UCG Approves Constitution
UCG-AIA Rules of Association—Comments and
Suggestions
Beware of “Friendly” Visits
Good Questions on Nicolaitanism
Against “Friendly Visits” Article (letter)
Are We Ready for Miracles?
Aware of Friendly Visits (letter)
Cannot Repeat Our Past Mistakes (letter)
Dealing With Doctrinal Difference: Toleration,
Separation or Forced Conversion?
When Christians Disagree, What Do You Do?

Sept-95
Sept-95
Sept-95

Nov-95
Nov-95
Nov-95
Nov-95
Nov-95

Nov-95

Dec-95
Dec-95
Jan-96

Feb-96
Feb-96
Mar-96
Mar-96
Mar-96
June-96
Aug-96

Nov-96

church history
Feb-96 Church of God—Adventist
July-96  The “Plymouth Brethren” Movement of the 1800’s
Sept-96 The Celtic Church in Britain (Book Review)
Church of God 7th Day
Dec-96 Staying At Home? Try the Church of God Seventh
Day
Church of God, Intl
Sept-95 Church Government—It doesn’t have to divide us!
Dec-95 CEM Emerges From CGI Reorganization
Jan-96  New Future for CGI Congregations
Jan-96  Personal Letter Regarding CGI Situation
Feb-96 Action Taken at Church of God, International
Meeting in Dallas
Why Does Servants’ News Report on Another Man’s
Problems? (letter)
GTA Problem Continues
High Praise for Approach to CGlI (letter)
May-96 Tulsa Meeting Agrees to Let Christ Lead
July-96  Glad to Get the Facts on GTA (letter)
church organization
May-95 “But be doers of the word and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves”
Did Christ Reorganize the Church?
Local Church Autonomy vs. Central Control
Summary of Proceedings, UCG-AIA Conference of
Elders
To the Ministry of the Church of God...
Why So Many Differences? (letter)
Does Voting Cause People to Play Politics?
June-95 God’s True Church
June-95 Sharing the Gospel Message (letter)
June-95 Why are there Divisions in the Church?

Feb-96

Mar-96
Mar-96

May-95
May-95
May-95

May-95
May-95
June-95

July-95  An Open Letter to All the Churches of God

July-95 Deep and Serious Questions (letter)

Aug-95 Questions and Comments on Church Governance

Aug-95 The Sound of a Different Drummer

Sept-95 Letter from Alan Ruth to the UCG Board with
Response from Jim Franks

Nov-95 Nicolaitanism—First-Century Clergyism and Priestcraft

Nov-95 Submission on the UCG Draft Constitution

Nov-95 Thoughts Regarding UCG-AIA “Draft” Constitution &
ByLaws

Nov-95 What is the Role of Church Members in Governing
the New Testament Church?

Dec-95 Praise for the UCG Conclusion

Dec-95 UCG Approves Constitution

Jan-96  UCG-AIA Rules of Association—Comments and
Suggestions

Feb-96 A Proposal: Intersabbatarian Cooperation

Feb-96 Worldwide Church of God: Crisis and Lessons

May-96 Aligning Ourselves With God

Aug-96 God Works in Spite of Hierarchies

Dec-96 Independence Day

church purpose

July-95  An Open Letter to All the Churches of God
circumcision

Aug-95 The New Circumcision
clean meat

April-95 The Sabbath and Clean Meats
commandments

Mar-96 The Great Commandment

July-96  Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 5)
conversion

April-95  “You shall be judged”
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correction
Nov-96

covenants
July-95
Aug-95
Nov-95

Music Praising Our Savior (letter)

10 Commandments not Old Covenant (letter)
The New Circumcision
Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 3)

damages (legal)
June-95 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 1)
Days of Unleavened Bread

Mar-96

The Lord’s Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread

disadvantaged people

July-95
divorce
Nov-96
Nov-96
doctrine
July-95
Aug-96

Sept-96
Nov-96
Dec-96

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 2)

“What God Has Joined Together...Let Not Man Separate”
Marriage & Divorce

Learning From the Writings of Herbert W. Armstrong
Dealing With Doctrinal Difference: Toleration,
Separation or Forced Conversion?

Why Does Our Father Let Us Believe Error

When Christians Disagree, What Do You Do?

Be Wise as Serpents, Harmless as Doves

Edwards, Norman

Aug-95
Mar-96

Elijah
April-95

evil spirits
July-96

Personal Letter on Healing, Computer Publishing,
the Edwards Family & the Feast

Friends of the Brethren Corporation Ends, Service to
Brethren Continues

Elijah Work Yet to Begin (letter)
Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 5)

Feast of Tabernacles

Sept-96
Sept-96
Sept-96

Feast ‘96: Non-Aligned—The Concept Does Work!
Festival ‘96 Reports
Shalom—Reconciliation is Our Preparation

feast planning

Jan-96

Jan-96
Dec-96
fellowship
Dec-95
Sept-96
Sept-96

Sept-96
finances
Dec-96

1996 FOT— Would You be Interested in a Non-
Aligned Feast?

Non-Aligned Feast Sites Really Work

Feast ‘97 Albuquerque? It's up to you!

Sabbatarian Bible Fellowship

Living Room Church of God Directory

Response to the Famous “Stay-at-Home Church of
God” Letter

You Can Contact Scattered Brethren

Being Wise and Harmless in our Finances

Focus on the Family

Nov-96

Focus on the Family: What Can We Learn From
Their Work?

following men

July-95
Aug-95

Follow Me!??
The Sound of a Different Drummer

Friends in Pasadena

Dec-96

Friends in Pasadena Letter (letter about it)

Friends of the Brethren

June-95
Mar-96

Your Paper Said It, But Is It True?
Friends of the Brethren Corporation Ends, Service to
Brethren Continues

Friends of the Sabbath

Jan-96

Mar-96

Aug-96
fruit

April-95

Jubilee ‘95 Promotes Learning, Toleration
Jubilee ‘95 and CEM Questions (letter)
Far-Reaching Insights at Friends of the Sabbath Conference

How Should We Bear Fruit?

Giving & Sharing

June-95

May-96
giving to the

Dec-96

Sources of Bible Information

Giving & Sharing and Bible Sabbath Association Expand
Eternal

Questions & Responses on “Tithing”

Global Church of God

June-95
June-95
Sept-95
Feb-96
Mar-96
Mar-96
June-96
Aug-96

Global or United Church? (letter)

Your Paper Said It, But Is It True?

Church Government—It doesn’t have to divide us!
Beware of “Friendly” Visits

Against “Friendly Visits” Article (letter)

Aware of Friendly Visits (letter)

Cannot Repeat Our Past Mistakes (letter)
Resignation Exposes Hierarchical Problem

Gospel preaching

April-95
April-95
May-95
June-95
June-95
Sept-95
grace
April-95
June-96

June-96
Great Comm
Mar-96

How Should We Bear Fruit?

Live Talk Radio

A Local Congregation Reaches Out

Sharing the Gospel Message (letter)

UCG On the Air with Hope for Humanity in Alabama
Preach the Gospel on Your City for only $400 per year

More Grace, Less Law (letter)

Ancient “MMT” Text Helps Us Understand What Paul
Meant by.. “Works of the Law”

Grace Vs. Works

ission

The Great Commission

great tribulation

Dec-95
healing
Aug-95

July-96
hierarchy
Aug-96
Aug-96
Aug-96
Dec-96
holy days
July-96

Will You Be Counted Worthy to Escape?

Personal Letter on Healing, Computer Publishing,
the Edwards Family & the Feast
Answers to Questions & Anointing (letter)

Encouragement for the “Stay-At-Home Church of God”
God Works in Spite of Hierarchies

Resignation Exposes Hierarchical Problem
Independence Day

Old Testament Prophesies and Holy Days Answer
the Lord’s Prayer

homosexuality

July-96
Dec-96
Dec-96
honor
May-96
hypocrisy
May-96
IBLC
July-96
In Transition
June-95
Nov-96
Dec-96
incorporation
May-95
Mar-96

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 5)
Caught Between Two Extremes
Hope for Homosexuals

The Three H’s of True Christianity

The Three H’s of True Christianity
International Biblical Learning Center
Sources of Bible Information

In Transition Concept to Continue

Church Newspaper to Begin in February
Local Church Autonomy vs. Central Control

Friends of the Brethren Corporation Ends, Service to
Brethren Continues

injuries, physical

June-95

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 1)

inter-Sabbatarian

Dec-95
Jan-96

Sabbatarian Bible Fellowship
Jubilee ‘95 Promotes Learning, Toleration

Feb-96 A Proposal: Intersabbatarian Cooperation
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Aug-96 Far-Reaching Insights at Friends of the Sabbath
Conference
Israel
July-95  History Research Projects Catalog
Jews, Messianic
July-96  Not All Messianic Jews Alike (letter)
judgment
April-95  “For with the judgment you judge...”
April-95  “You shall be judged”
July-95  Acceptance Without Compromise
Feb-96 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 4)
Kingdom of God
Dec-96 What Did Jesus Mean When He Prayed, “Thy
Kingdom Come™?
law
April-95
April-95
June-95
July-95
July-95
Aug-95
Aug-95
Nov-95
Feb-96
July-96
law, man’s
Dec-96
Dec-96
Dec-96
leadership
Aug-95 The Sound of a Different Drummer
local congregations
May-95 A Local Congregation Reaches Out
May-95 Local Church Autonomy vs. Central Control
Nov-95 Looking for a Congregation (letter)
June-96 Husband & Wife in Different Groups (letter)
Aug-96 Encouragement for the “Stay-At-Home Church of God”
Aug-96 Pen Pals and Running a Group (letter)
Sept-96 Living Room Church of God Directory
Sept-96 Many Questions About Sabbath Services, Including
Role of Women (letter)
Starting a New Congregation (letter)
Hope for Homosexuals
Dec-96 Independence Day
Dec-96 Independent Believer for 17 Years
local evangelism
May-96 Expansion in Russellvile, Arkansas
love
Feb-96
Aug-96
LRCOG
Sept-96
marriage
Feb-96
June-96
Nov-96
Nov-96

Acts 15:10; What is the “Heavy Load” or “Yoke™? (letter)
More Grace, Less Law (letter)

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 1)

10 Commandments not Old Covenant (letter)

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 2)

The New Circumcision

Why | Observe the Sabbath

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 3)

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 4)

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 5)

Be Wise as Serpents, Harmless as Doves
Being Wise and Harmless in our Finances
Does the State Get Married, Too? (letter)

Sept-96
Dec-96

Obedience with Love (letter)
The Commandment of Christ

Living Room Church of God Directory

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 4)

Husband & Wife in Different Groups (letter)

“What God Has Joined Together...Let Not Man Separate”
Focus on the Family: What Can We Learn From
Their Work?

Marriage & Divorce

Be Wise as Serpents, Harmless as Doves

Does the State Get Married, Too? (letter)

The Marriage Contract: Does Anyone Really Do It?

Nov-96
Dec-96
Dec-96
Dec-96
Messiah
June-96
ministry
May-95

The Messiah is to Lead Us

Local Church Autonomy vs. Central Control

May-95
Nov-95
Dec-96
Dec-96
miracles
Mar-96
murder
June-95
music
Aug-96

To the Ministry of the Church of God...
Nicolaitanism—First-Century Clergyism and Priestcraft
Independent Believer for 17 Years

UCG Plans Ministerial Transfers

Are We Ready for Miracles?
Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 1)

Choosing Music for Group Worship
Sept-96 Praise & Worship Music
Nov-96 Music Praising Our Savior (letter)

national origins
July-95  History Research Projects Catalog
Dec-96 Madai, Tubal and Meschech

New Beginnings
June-95 United Church of God

Nicolaitans
Nov-95  Nicolaitanism—First-Century Clergyism and Priestcraft
Feb-96 Good Questions on Nicolaitanism

ownership
July-95  Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 2)

pagan holidays
Dec-95 s Santa Claus a Christmas Idol?

Passover
Nov-95
Mar-96
Mar-96
Mar-96
July-96
July-96

pen pals
Aug-96

Pentecost
Nov-95 Look into Passover and Pentecost (letter)

personal growth
April-95 How Should We Bear Fruit?

personal responsibility
April-95  “You shall be judged”

April-95 How Should We Bear Fruit?
May-95 “But be doers of the word and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves”

God’s True Church

Follow Me!??

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 2)

Ten Reasons Why You Should Not Leave the

Worldwide Church of God
Nov-95 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 3)

Philadelphians
July-96  Philadelphians=Scattered Brethren (letter)

place of safety
Dec-95 Will You Be Counted Worthy to Escape?

politics
June-95 Does Voting Cause People to Play Politics?
preaching the Gospel

Look into Passover and Pentecost (letter)

Passover: Shadow of Our Savior

Plenty of Passover Papers

The Lord’s Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread
Point 6 for Passover Article (letter)

Why Lambs Selected on the 10th? (letter)

Pen Pals and Running a Group (letter)

June-95
July-95
July-95
Aug-95

May-96 If | Be Lifted Up...
premarital sex
July-95  Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 2)
prophecy
May-95 Principles of Understanding Bible Prophecy
Aug-95 Ten Reasons Why You Should Not Leave the
Worldwide Church of God
July-96  Old Testament Prophesies and Holy Days Answer
the Lord’s Prayer
radio

April-95 Live Talk Radio
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May-95 A Local Congregation Reaches Out
June-95 UCG On the Air with Hope for Humanity in Alabama
repentance
Aug-95 The Sound of a Different Drummer
resurrection
Dec-96 Where is the Third Resurrection? (letter)
Russia
Dec-96 Madai, Tubal and Meschech
Sabbath
April-95 The Sabbath and Clean Meats
Aug-95 Why | Observe the Sabbath
sacred names
Feb-96 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 4)
safety
June-95 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 1)
salvation
June-96 The Church and Salvation
scattered brethren
Sept-96 You Can Contact Scattered Brethren
servants
June-95 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 1)
Servants’ News
Mar-96  Friends of the Brethren Corporation Ends, Service to
Brethren Continues
Why Hasn't Servants’ News Printed or Distributed
Your Article?
Servants’ News Moves to Michigan
Dec-96 Servants’ News Index—Arranged by Issue
Dec-96 Servants’ News Index—Arranged by Subject
Seventh Day Adventist
Feb-96 Church of God—Adventist
Feb-96 Worldwide Church of God: Crisis and Lessons
sexual sins
Feb-96 Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 4)
July-96  Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 5)
social issues
Dec-96 Be Wise as Serpents, Harmless as Doves
stay-at-home COG
Aug-96 Encouragement for the “Stay-At-Home Church of God”
Sept-96 Response to the Famous “Stay-at-Home Church of
God” Letter
Dec-96 Staying At Home? Try the Church of God Seventh
Day
study sources
June-95 Sources of Bible Information
July-95  Learning From the Writings of Herbert W. Armstrong
Sept-95 Peaceful Cooperation among the Ekklesia
May-96 The Christian Beacon Lays Foundation
tax exemption
Mar-96  Friends of the Brethren Corporation Ends, Service to
Brethren Continues

May-96
July-96

teaching
May-96 Teaching Unpopular Truth to Skeptical People
Thanksgiving
Nov-96 Is Thanksgiving Only For Turkeys?
The Churches of God
May-96 Tulsa Meeting Agrees to Let Christ Lead
The Journal: News of CGs
Dec-96 Church Newspaper to Begin in February
theft
July-95
tithing
Dec-96
trinity
Dec-95

Oh, How | Love Your Law! (Part 2)
Questions & Responses on “Tithing”

The Trinity Re-Examined

truth
Mar-96 Is Having the Truth Enough?
truth in reporting
June-95 Your Paper Said It, But Is It True?
July-95  We Can Do a Better Job
UCG, Birmingham
April-95  United Church of God
June-95 UCG On the Air with Hope for Humanity in Alabama
Sept-95 Formal Statement Regarding Fellowship and
Affiliation: UCG, Birmingham
Letter from Alan Ruth to the UCG Board with
Response from Jim Franks

Sept-95

UCG-AIA
May-95 “But be doers of the word and not hearers only,

deceiving yourselves”

Local Church Autonomy vs. Central Control

Summary of Proceedings, UCG-AIA Conference of

Elders

United Church of God & Worldwide Church of God Texas

Global or United Church? (letter)

United Church of God

Deep and Serious Questions (letter)

We Can Do a Better Job

Questions and Comments on Church Governance

United Church Conference, Growth

Church Government—It doesn’t have to divide us!

Letter from Alan Ruth to the UCG Board with

Response from Jim Franks

Submission on the UCG Draft Constitution

Praise for the UCG Conclusion

UCG Approves Constitution

UCG-AIA Rules of Association—Comments and Suggestions

Utilizing Resources in the Local Church

UCG Plans Ministerial Transfers

May-95
May-95

May-95
June-95
June-95
July-95
July-95
Aug-95
Aug-95
Sept-95
Sept-95

Nov-95
Dec-95
Dec-95
Jan-96
May-96
Dec-96
unity
Nov-95
Feb-96
July-96
July-96

Godly Unity

Godly Unity Questions (letter)

Answering the Lord’s Prayer?

Old Testament Prophesies and Holy Days Answer

the Lord’s Prayer

Aug-96 Much Learned at Assembly of Yahweh Unity Meeting

voting
June-95

WCG
June-95
July-95
Aug-95

Does Voting Cause People to Play Politics?

Your Paper Said It, But Is It True?

Learning From the Writings of Herbert W. Armstrong
Ten Reasons Why You Should Not Leave the
Worldwide Church of God

Joseph Tkach, Jr. Assumes Father’s Office
Worldwide Church of God: Crisis and Lessons
Pastor Resigns from WCG: Against the Leadership,
Not Doctrine

Response To David Covington’s Letter

Independent Believer for 17 Years

Sept-95
Feb-96
June-96

July-96
Dec-96
WCG history
Dec-96 Friends in Pasadena Letter (letter about it)
May-95 Did Christ Reorganize the Church?
WCG, Texas
April-95
May-95
wisdom
Dec-96
Dec-96
women
Sept-96

Worldwide Church of God Texas
United Church of God & Worldwide Church of God Texas

Be Wise as Serpents, Harmless as Doves
Being Wise and Harmless in our Finances

Many Questions About Sabbath Services, Including
Role of Women (letter)
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Our goal is to bring worthwhile information to as many people who want it at the lowest prac-

[} [}
L l te ratu re L' St tical cost. This loose-leaf format is inexpensive and allows this non-copyrighted publication to

be easily copied. You might wish to bind it with a 3-ring binder, staples, brads or a paper clip.

All items are free. New items are highlighted with shading. All  God’s Purpose for Your Life by Fred McGovarin, 40 pages,

back issues of Servants’ News are available upon request. half-size booklet. A “first booklet” for people just becom-
ing interested in the Truth. It introduces Hebrew names
Mature Literature (Yahweh and Yashua) for God and Jesus.

The Apple of God’'s Eyeby Jim Rector, 13 pages. God'How Do We Give to the Eternal?by Richard Tafoya and
love for us is far greater than we imagine, and we often Norman Edwards. Biblical study of giving and tithing.
take it for granted. The Key to the Book of Revelatioredited by Tom Justus,

Assembling on the Sabbathby Norman S. Edwards, 16 originally by Herbert Armstrong. 12-page 9"x4" booklet.
pages. An exposition of the scriptures regarding our ndeararus and the Rich Manedited by Tom Justus, originally
to fellowship on the Sabbath and how to do it. by Herbert Armstrong. 16-page 9"x4" booklet.

A Call to Arms by Jim Rector, 16 pages. Lessons for toddhe Resurrection of Christ—Is It a Fact?by Don Hudgel.
from Revelation 2-3 including the oppressive doctrine of 2 page tract for those skeptical of the Bible & resurrection.
the Nicolaitans and the doctrine of Balaam. Why Do You Observe Sunday2dited by Tom Justus, orig-

Basic Bible Study Toolsby Richard Nickels. 36 pages. An inally by Herbert Armstrong. 16-page 9"x4" booklet.
excellent summary of available Bible study aids and how to
use them. Samples of many study aids included. Study Resources and Information

Biblical Calendar Basicsby Norman S. Edwards, 10 pagesANCHOR Magazine edited by Melvin Rhodes. One free 16
Introduction to the issues about the Biblical and Hebrew page sample issue. Reaching out to recovering homosexuals.
calendars (beginning of months, years, postponements é&arnabas MinistriesMission Statementby Alan Ruth. 2 pages.

By What Authority? by John A. Diffley, 10 pages. Brief over-The Christian BeacorSample 24-page issue of free quarterly
view of authority and its structure in the New Testament. newsletter “for the shared ministry of the Royal Priesthood.”

Christ's Birth—Hanukkah—and the New Testament A Church of God MinistryOrder Form by Lon Lacey &
Believer by Eric Paschall, 5 pages. Our Messiah was con- friends. 1 page. Free literature on nature of God & Satan,
ceived near Hanukkah and born near Tabernacles. Biblical law, prophecy, history, church government, etc.

Does the New Covenant Do Away with the Letter of the The Fellowship Commentatoby F. Paul Haney. Sample 8
Law? by Eric V. Snow. 42 pages—tevised Jan. 1996. A page issue of free quarterly newsletter.

“must read” for those who feel it does. Friends of the Family Lending LibraryOrder Form by Rod

Did Christ Reorganizethe Church? by Herbert W. McKown, 2 pages. Check out family books and tapes.
Armstrong in 1939, 8 pages. Very different than his lat&iving and SharingOrder Form by Richard Nickels. 3
approach: Christ never set up a hierarchical government.pages. Has many excellent free items, low prices on hard-

The Heart of the Matter by Jim Rector, 31 pages. Our call- to-find religious books, and fine literature on floppy disk.
ing is to spiritual growth, not just attendance, socializinglebrew RootsSample 24-page issue of free newsletter with
politeness or legalism. emphasis on the Hebrew roots of “Christian” belief.

How Does the Eternal Govern Through Humans?y History Research Project®rder Form by Craig White. 6
Norman S. Edwards, 34 pages. How the KJV translators pages. Hard-to-find books on the origins of nations.
altered Scriptures about government to please Kifge Journal: News of the Churches of Gaatlited by Dixon
James and an analysis of what the Bible says about howCartwright. (Similar tdn Transitior). 16 pages.
we should govern in today’s congregations. A Living Relationship with Original Language Text

Just What Does the New Covenant Doby Joseph Unfolding by John Purving=irst issue of free Christian liv-
Chunko, 18 pages. Explanation of the difference betweening magazine and Hebrew-Greek study course, 38 pages.
the law, the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.  Living Room Church of God (LRCOG) Directory edited by

Where Is the True Church Today?by Jack M. Lane, 18 Robert Bodkin. 8 pages.
pages. How can there be so many similar groups, yet dime Modern Church, Divine Institution or Counterfeit? by
true church? What is required of members? Read and seePeter Kershaw. 24 page booklet. We do not agree with all

The Worldwide Church of God Splits: Their Triumphs of it, but it has good legal info on unincorporated churches.
and Troubles by Alan Ruth, 56 pages. Facts and analyabbath Historyedited by Leon Lyell in Australia. One free

sis of the last 20 years of church history. sample issue of 26-page newsletter about the history of
Sabbath keepers & groups. There is nothing else like it.
Basic Literature The Sabbath SentingDne free sample issue of 16 page glossy

The Bible Sabbath: Seventh Day or First Day?From the magazine—doctrinal & human interest articles. With Bible
Bible Sabbath Association) 2 pages. Basic Sabbath tract. Sabbath Association order form: Sabbath books & tracts.

Does the Bible Permit Christians to Eat “Unclean” Meatin Servants’ Newsg Norman Edwards Statement of Receipts
New Testament TimesDy Steven M Collins. 14 pages. and Expenses? pages. (Always sent to contributors.)

Christian Educational MinistriesCorrespondence Course The WAY Sample 24-page issue of free quarterly newsletter
by Ron Dart. First lesson from SN. Others free from CEM. of doctrinal articles relating to the Biblical way of life.

Servants’ News, PO Box 220, Charlotte, Michigan 48813-0220, 517-543-5544, fax: 517-543-8899, eMail:
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