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“Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Chri
(1Cor 11:1, KJV).

ssBomething that completely destroys their message and, in
some cases, exposes their true motive. Leaders who are

How many times have we heard that? After all, Pasgeking a following will tend to give a strong sermon

wrote that, didn’t he? Preachers often emphasize the

nakdut following Christ and then provide a false test for the

to follow Christ and to follow the “minister” only as hdisteners to apply to the leader as proof that he is God’s

follows Christ. Then, in the same message, they

s@rvant to be followed.

An Open Letter to All
the Churches of God

To theEKkklesia[*assembly” or “church’]:

Greetings,

| was baptized into the body of Christ (Bkklesig in
1983. As a member of the Worldwide Church of Gog
learned about the eternal truths and the 18 truths rest|

| sincerely believed | was a member of God'’s True
only Church. The many booklets and literature of
WCG made us feel unique and special. We felt we k
the truth and our understanding of future events was r

We had booklets titledlystery of the Ages, What D
You Mean the Kingdom of God?, Which Day is
Christian Sabbath?, Pagan Holidays of God's Holy Day/

At a recent Feast of Tabernacles, a Church of God
leader was giving that exact message. After lightly ban-
tering one of his preachers by saying that he was going to
send him to Nome, Alaska, he said, “I'm just kidding
brethren. We don’t operate that way. If we did, God would
remove me. | sincerely believe that, brethren, God would
remove me."So, the test we should employ to see if we
should follow this leader or not, is whether God has
removed him or notAnd since he is still where he is,

I,then, obviously, we should follow him! In light of past
peattl recent history, when has God removed a leader who
aghs not following Christ?

he A tragic example happened back in the ‘70's. Jim
nedones used these same tactics before he took all his fol-
glotwers to Guyana which ultimately ended in a mass sui-
ocide. Jones literally stood on the Bible and challenged
tr@od to strike him down if he were not God’s chosen ser-
sYant. Since God did not strike down Jim Jones, the people

The Plain Truth about Healing, Is All Animal Flesh Go
for Food?, The United States and Britigsh

o¢bllowed him to their useless and tragic deaths by drink-

Commonwealth in Prophecy, The Bo IN THIS

of Revelation Unveiledt Last, What is 2
Real Christianity?, All About Wate
Baptism, What do you Mean Bo|3
Again?, What is the True Gospel?, W
is the Holy Spirit?, Where is God’s Tru
Church?,etc. These made us think th
we knew God’s truth and that He w
working only through us.

We financed a worldwide work wit
Plain Truth, Good News, Youth 9!
Worldwide News,
course, a radio broadcast, a televis

5
7

We Can Do a Better Jok

Herbert W Armstrong
writings available.

Local Congregations
Oh, How | Love Your Law!

11 Acceptance without
Compromise

correspondend13 Letters and Responses

ing poison at Jim Jones’ request.

Another modern Church of God
leader says this about following. “...Be
followers of God along with men who
are themselves also following Christ.”
“...We cannot be true Christians without
following a man.” And “...men will be
somewhere between God and us as long
as we are human....” So, what is it that
we are really supposed to do regarding
this topic of “following”? After all, did-
n't Paul say, “Be ye followers of me,
even as | also am of Christ™?

There is a human tendency in the

ISSUE:

Continued page 16
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WE CAN DO A BETTER JOB

We received the following fax shortly

after we mailed the June Servants’ Newsintil this time. | look forward to reading it

July 4, 1995
Greetings:

| am faxing you this message because
in reading Servants’ News | have become
a little upset at what | see as a double
standard. You wrote an article titled “Your
Paper Said it, But Is It True?”

In the article you are complaining about
false things being written about you—all
which is fine, | have no problem with that.

But on the other hand in the section
“News from Local Congregations” you are
making allegations about the United
Church of God which | find distasteful. You
even admit that some of it is hearsay, you
state that “we have even heard several sto-
ries of men contacting multiple ‘Church of
God'’ organizations.” Hearsay to me is noth-
ing more than gossip, and if you want to
print negative information than | suggest
you better take a look at your own house.
There seems to be a bit of hypocrisy evi-
dent in this last edition you have published.

| hope you are converted enough to
apologize and print it. Up till now | have felt

| have enjoyed reading your News up

in the future, but with a more positive
approach to what is printed.
—G.H., New Mexico

1Tim 1:20, 2Tim 4:14), the Bible authors
most often just identify the nature of a sin
and let others determine who is doing it and
how to avoid them (2Pet 2, Rev 2 and 3,
2Thes 3:6, 1Tim 6:3-5, etc.) We do not

Thank you very much for the correcbelieve it is our task to judge.
tion. Upon rereading our United Church of Please notice that we did use nearly two
God article (page 5), we see that it seemsabiole columns to discuss the good things
be condemning some in Unitethat was about United and to give the locations of

not our intent, but that is what it says

. their services. | have personally attended

We apologize for our mistake We should United congregations and was pleased with

have discussed the problem in a sep

aratech of what | heard and saw.

section and not mentioned any organization In the future, we can do a better job

names. Indeed, some of the problems wé dis cussing difficulties in the congre-

had in mind were with other organizationgations without giving names of indi-
Although we characterized thesgiduals and organizations.

things as “stories,” we do have either first —Norman S. Edwards

hand knowledge (a “minister” told us he

was primarily looking for a job), or infor- least two people did not have as

. t

mation that was heard by many people 9 e . . )

“minister’ attended and promoted on uch difficulty with the June issue:
July 9, 1995

organization for two weeks then suddenly
was hired by another organization). Thisis | have received my first [June] Serv-
a great contrast to the article in the othants’ News and am very pleased with it.

paper about “Friends of the Brethren” |am attending the Ft. Worth United
which contained statements directly opp&hurch of God services and a great

site of the observable facts.

We did not name these people bec
we hope that they will repent, change,

you were doing a good job, printing unbi-
ased articles, but now | am not so sure.
Hope you will make the necessary correc-
tions and get on with doing a good work.

ervants’
NEWS
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become good servants. While the Scriptures
do identify a few people as evil (Acts 8:23,

cloud of relief has been lifted since I've left
auke Worldwide Church of God.
and —R. T. C,, Ft. Worth, TX

July 6, 1995
Dear Sir,

[I] am finding your publication Serv-
ants’ News most helpful in sorting thru the
confusion as a former WCG member. My
focus of study now is centered on the type
of government that God's church should
have. With respect to that subject, please
send your article titted “How Does the

Servants Newis published monthly bifriends of the BrethrerBubscriptions are fre
to individuals interested in obeying their Creator as described in His Word. We beli
law is the basis for living a life that is pleasing to Him in harmony with our neighbo
believe the holy spirit gives us the power to live such a life as long as we continuall

in living “by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Deut 8:3).
We believe the gospel should be given freely: you may copy any or all of th

no ties with any of the other organizations listed in this publication.

Editor: Norman S. Edwards
Associate Editors: Marleen Edwards, Robert & Christine Feith, Rosemary Edy
Contributors: (many) “Thanks” to everyone involved.

Servants’ News accepts articles for publication. Include a self-address s
envelope for items that you want returned. We do not publish materials that
individuals or organizations, nor do we publish materials that claim there is or]
human organization through which the Eternal works. We are happy to print
tions for any significant errors. Address articles and letters to:

Friends of the Brethren Phone:501-872-1003
PO Box 6516 Fax: 501-872-1004

e Eternal Govern Through Humans.” [other

bvéteiEture requests not printed].

's. WeThat may very well be the problem. |
répdnpretty much just accepted whatever

of our sins and accept the salvation provided through our Messiah and Savior. We bedieésout of Headquarters as the “Gospel”

with no particular incentive to prove it.
S PMlth the massive doctrinal changes, how-

lication and give it to others. Friends of the Brethren is financed by donations an@Vesit's back to basics for me and an

intense distrust of any human govern-
ment—church or otherwise.

ards Please accept the enclosed contribu-
tion to help defray your expense.

am eSd'ncerely,
P —E.D., Texas

Iattackhe scriptures indicate corruption in

\yk%lﬁ religious and secular governments in

FOtHe end. (Ezk 34:, Hos 7, Rev 17-18, and
many others). “It is better to trust in the
LorD than to put confidence in man”

Springdale, AR 72766-6516

E-Mail: 75260.1603@C0mpu8erve.co1n

(Psalm 118:8). Don't give up!
—Norman S. Edwards
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...
teaching them to observe all things that I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you always”—Matt 28:19-20

A “But when they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For
g assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the |
cities of Israel before the Son of man comes.” —~Matt 10:23 T

Many organizations that call themselves “ChristianHerbert Armstrong, since these works are largely another
spend very little time teaching the actual words of theuthor’s understanding of Mr. Armstrong’s teaching on a
Bible. Hence, we should not be amazed when the orgaparticular subject.
zation which Herbert W. Armstrong founded no longer You can obtain copies of these writings by requesting

distributes or his writings. them from:
While Herbert Armstrong never claimed that his writ- David Day
ings were perfect or equal in authority to the scriptures, 548 Havasu
they have certainly influenced many thousands of people Tooele, UT 84074
to reject false Telephone: 801-833-0622
ideas taught in thel David would like to make these copies avail-

name of Christ- 3 able in the same way Herbert W. Armstrong did:
ianity and to Learnlng From free of charge. However, we at Servants’ News
understand mucij 43 would like to take it upon ourselves to encourage
of the truth of the the wrltlngs Of you to help David in a few simple ways:

Bible. 1) Do not ask for everything you need to fill
While some Herbert w out your collection or for everything that you
people have ° might want to read someday. This can require a

understood g lot of time and effort and result in little benefit.
great amount of A t g Ask for those items that you intend to read or
Truth by reading rms ron give to others in the near future.

the Bible and 2) If you can, send something to help defray
under the guid- the cost of reproduction. Pages can easily cost
ance of the Holy Spirit, it seems that most learn it with tHare cents each to copy and about fives cents more to mail

help of a teacher. It is a great aid to read the writings ffst class. Fourth class mail is only one to two cents per
a man that strove to learn and teach the Bible for over plge, but it does arrive more slowly.

years! 3) Let Mr. Day know about any important booklets or
While some of his works (e.g. 1975 jn articles that you
Prophecy) are primarily of historical value, A,'L might loan him
Armstrong's writings are an invaluable tool that are not on his
teaching the truth to people that have never jja list. Also, he is
a chance to hear or see him. They touch netnrl thinking  about
every area of Bible, religious, social, and ethiffa making Mr.
questions that people ask today. Few men hav Armstrong’s audio
ever or will ever write so much in one lifetim§. and video tapes
While many “long-time church member§| available in the
have shelves and boxes full of these old arti¢je future.
and booklets, there are many others that havg r The following
access to them at all. We must remember fhe S page contains a list
Herbert Armstrong has been gone for nearly|||e| of the works avail-
years. There are many capable, converted Fer able from Mr. Day.
and women today that were children or teens when Mhose with two asterisks after the title (“**”) have not yet
passed away. been prepared for reproduction. Please do not expect

One such man is David Day. In order to serve thmick service on these items. This list is sorted in alpha-
Eternal's people, he has taken it upon himself to maketical order, with the words “a”, “an”, and “the”
copies of the text of the writings of Herbert Armstrongemoved from the front and placed in parenthesis at the
available to those that would like to read them. He alreadnd of the title. Some of the titles, are booklets, some are
has nearly 100 books, booklets, and articles in a ready-taticles, and some had been published as both..
reproduce format, and he is working on others. Mr. Day’s We hope this literature can be a help to you and many
list contains some titles written by close associates ofhers.
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1975 In Prophecy ** Just What Do You Mean... The Six Great Doctrines of

After Death—Then What? Conversion? Hebrews 6

All About Water Baptism Just What Do You Mean... Kingdom This is Ambassador College **

Am | In It for the Money? [PT article of God? This is the Life!l Real Abundant
August 1980] Just What Do You Mean... Salvation?  Living

Ambassador College  CollegeKey to the Book of Revelation (The) This is the Worldwide Church of God
Correspondence Course [56Man Who Couldn't Afford to Tithe x

Lessons, 1-40 available] (The) Tithing
Are We In the Last Days? Managing your Personal Finances **To Hell and Back
Are We Living in the Last Days?  Mark of the Beast (The) “Tongues” Question (The)
Are You Being Called by God? Middle East in Prophecy (The) True History of the True Church (A)
Autobiography of Herbert W. Military Service and War True Womanhood
Armstrong Vol 1 & 2 ** Missing Dimension in Sex (The) ** Truth about Earthquakes **
Awesome Power of Prayer (The)  Modern Dating ** United States and Britain in
Be a Positive Christian Mystery of the Ages ** Prophecy (The) **
Bible Story Vol. IV (The) ** Never Before Understood Whale of a Tale (A) **
Bible—Superstition or Authority? New Covenant—Does it AbolishWhat Do You Mean the
(The) God's Law? (The) Unpardonable Sin?
Black Horse—Famine (The) ** New Facts About Marijuana ** What is a real Christian
Book of Revelation Unveiled at LastNew Feminism... Have Women EverWhat is Christ's Gospel? [from 1976
(The) Really Had Their Rights? (The) GN]
Building a Happy Family * What is Faith?
Crime Can be Stopped ** New Morality (The) ** What is Man?
Crucifixion Was Not on Friday (The) Our Polluted Planet ** What is the Reward of the Saved?
Do We Have the Complete Bible? Pagan Holidays or God’s Holy Days?What is the True Gospel?
Does God Heal Today? Pale Horse—Disease EpidemicdVhat is Worldliness?
Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse  (The) ** What Science Can'’t Discover About
(The) Plain Truth About Easter (The) the Human Mind
Germany in Prophecy ** Plain Truth About Healing (The) What Will You Be Doing in the Next
God Restored These 18 Truths (WNPredestination—Does the Bible Life?
Aug 25, 1986) Teach It? Where are Enoch and Elijah
God’s Sacred Calender Principles of Healthful Living ** White Horse—False Religion (The)
Gospel Pollution ** Proclaiming the Gospel by Your Last ~ **
Has Time Been Lost? Will and Testament ** Who is the Beast?
How and Why We Know We Have Read the Book Who Will Rule Space?
the Truth Real Jesus (The) Why Marriage?
How Long Were the “Days” of Recent History of the PhiladelphiaWhy Must Men Suffer?
Creation? Era of the Worldwide Church of Why the Strange Custom of
How Often Should We Partake of the ~ God (WN June 24, 1985) Halloween?
LORD's Supper? Red Horse—War (The) ** Why We Need God’s Holy Spirit
How to Observe God's Festivals ~ Resurrection was not on SundayVhy Were You Born?
How to Study the Bible (The) Wonderful World Tomorrow (The)
How to Understand Prophecy Secret Rapture—Fact or Fiction?  [Booklet]
How You Can Be Imbued With the (The) Wonderful World Tomorrow (The)
Power of God! Seven Keys to Understanding the  [Book] **
Human Nature—Did God Create It? Bible World Crisis in Agriculture **

Incredible Human Potential (The) ** Seven Laws of Success (The) World Held Captive (A)
Is all Animal Flesh Good Food? Some Fishy Stories... About anWorld Peace—How Will It Come?

Is Jesus God? Unproved Theory ** Worldwide News, February 10, 1986
Is Sex Sin ** Ten Commandments (The) [About HWAs death]

Just What Do You Mean... A Cult? The Autobiography of Herbert W. You Can Defeat Discouragement!
Just What Do You Mean... Born Again?  Armstrong [booklet version] Your Awesome Future 8]
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This section is for short articleplain Word of God. UCF accepts otaws and principles. We teach the
about formation or activities of locaface value 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If Mysame things that Yeshua (Jesus)
congregations. Groups listed in this sepeople who are called by My name witiaught as recorded in the original lan-
tion may have some doctrines or polrumble themselves, and pray and segltage inspired texts. He set us an ex-
cies which we cannot justify from thévly face, and turn from their wickedample in the first century by sending
scriptures, but we believe most of themvays, then | will hear from heaven, andut two-man teams. Sabbath meetings
are a reasonable place for fellowshigill forgive their sin and heal theirare in obedience with his commands
with the brethren. We believe the holiand.” America is not without hope. (1Cor 14:26-40). Holydays are kept in
spirit will guide you in your fellowship  The Leadership of the UCF is accordance with the calendar pub-
decisions if you will study and ask. = Congregational style, according to thieshed by Herb Solinsky. We publish

We would appreciate any brief first-century apostolic modehot hier- “The Living Relationship.”
stories sent to Servants’ News, POarchical or authoritarian. The local
Box 6516, Springdale, AR 72766. work is autonomous and independent. Blg changes in Blg sandy

The ministry is not, nor does it stand in
place of, the government of God; Big Sandy has always been a
EaSt TEX?S chumh °f GOd’ 7th nay rather, the government of God existsique area in the United States. While
PO Box 174, Pollok, TX 75969 only between God and the individuahost Sabbath-keepers must drive miles
Phone: 409-853-3206 believer. We find no authority in scripto visit the nearest people from their

We are a small group of about 13 iture for the establishment of councils @ongregation, in Big Sandy, there are
and around the small towns of Lufkiministers or ministerial hierarchies tprobably several that live on your
and Nacogdoches, Texas. We are fatle over local congregations. block! The festival site, inexpensive
mer members of the WCG. Although The UCF observes the Seventh-déypusing, Ambassador University,
we are a remnant of a scattered few, \Babbath and Biblical Holy Days. A freemployment in church-member owned
hold to the teachings of Jesus Christ.quarterly letter, The Fellowship businesses, and a friendly environment

We would be interested in knowCommentatoris produced along withall helped to attract people to this area.
ing if there are small groups, or indiether literature. A television progra, This is not to say that the area was
viduals in the areas of Houstorlable in the Wilderness also producedwithout its problems. There has always
Beaumont, Tyler, or Shreveport. land aired on a local cable TV station. been a certain polarization between the

there are, we would love to welcome Sabbath-keeping and non-Sabbath-
them to meet with us, even if it is just Ghurch Gounsel keeping people. Schools that sched-
once in a while. Please contact Leo uled events on Sabbaths or Holy days

Holley at the above address or phond&20 Box 1, Little Chute, WI 54140 would find them poorly attended.
Phone: 414-733-5271 or 788-2939 Employers always seemed to be short-
i joti i We provide counseling services dtanded. Since Ambassador is one of
"mty Ghnstlan FE“UWShlp all levels of Church life. Special attenthe largest employers in the area, the
PO Box 370, Watertown, CT 06795. tion is given to those who are intereslecal economy has gone up and down
Telephone: 203-274-1896. ed in starting a new congregation. Weith each closing and opening of the
Unity Christian Fellowship is aprovide Bible information as to howcollege, and people’s hearts have gone
ministry to the glory of Jesus Christ, 8o achieve stability in a congregationp and down with the far more fre-
ministry to the sheep of our Savior, anahd how to expose pastoral abuse. quent rumors of closings and openings.
a “harvest” ministry. We accept and Church Counsel offers annual The Worldwide Church of God has
believe the scripture which teaches the¢éminars and two quarterly publicébeen the largest organization of Sabbath-
all members of the Body of Christ ardons: Original Languaged Textkeepers in the area, but there have
spiritually united in Him. Therefore,Studiesand A Living Relationship always been many other groups. The
we welcome with open arms into fellhquiries are encouraged. Church of God International has been
lowship all those who are seeking the Church Counsel was started blgeadquarted in nearby Tyler since 1978,
testimony of Christ, and to new anod's Church in the Appleton-Greethe Global Church of God has a growing
better understanding of God’'s WordBay Area (Wisconsin), a congregationongregation, the United Church of God
But all doctrine must agree with theeeking to live in obedience to God Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page unless listed otherwise. (Some organiziatissouri, Schell City (SE of Kansas
now has nearly 500 attendees, and théoms calculate the calendar from their  City) Oct 8-15. Church of Israel,
are numerous smaller groups. Since tbe/n understanding of the Scriptures 417-432-31109.

Worldwide Church of God began firingather than using the traditional Hebre®@klahoma, Wagoner. (near Mus-
all employees that attend a service oflendar which uses a set of rules not kogee) CGI.

another Sabbath-keeping group, derived directly from the Bible.) South Carolina, Myrtle Beach.CGSD.
appears that several hundred people areOnly the initials of the organizationTexas, Corpus Christi. UCG.

simply staying home for the Sabbath. #re specified for sites run by organiz8exas, Tyler.CGI.

present trends continue for a few motmns listed at right. Virginia, Virginia Beach. GCG.

months, the Worldwide Church of God Washington, SpokaneGCG

will no longer contain the majority of Feast Sites in Order hy State:

Sabbath-keepers. Australia, Qld., Noosa.UCG. i
Speculation that the college may b&ustralia, Wollongong. GCG Plaﬁes to PE]lOWShlp

closed again has a sound basis in faBelgium, HengelhoefGCG This list contains a number of orga-

Over 20% of Ambassador UniversitCanada, B.C., Whistler (90 minutes nizations with many Sabbath-keeping

employees have been terminated or from Vancouver). CGI. congregations and/or regular sermon-

resigned in 1995. The subsidy sefanada, B.C., Whistler.UCG. tape mailings. There is a diversity of

from the Worldwide Church of GodCanada, Ontario, Collingwood.CGI. doctrinal teachings so we encourage

has been decreased by about 25% abahada, Ontario, Hull. UCG everyone to study the scriptures and

is now set according to the WC&anada, Ontario, Niagra Falls.GCG. prove doctrines for themselves. Most
income (if the WCG income falls byEngland, Berwick-on-Tweed.UCG. of these organizations welcome visi-

10%, the subsidy sent to AU will b&Suyana, Georgetown GCG tors, though individual congregations
decreased by 10%). Five people of tialaysia. GCG. greatly vary. We encourage the people
eight-member AU board have left ovePhilippines. GCG. of the Eternal to fellowship and serve
doctrinal issues this year. South Africa. GCG. each Sabbath if practical.

Dr. Donald Ward, formerly the col- Christian Biblical Church of God
lege president was replaced June 16#rizona, Tucson.UCG. (CBCG). PO Box 1442, Hollister,
He is now attending the United Churc@alifornia, Kings Beach (near Lake CA 95024. 408-637-1875.
of God—qgiving a sermon in the local  Tahoe). CGI. Church of God, 7th Day [Salem

congregation on July 22nd. We, datalifornia, Del Mar (San Diego). GCG. WV]. PO Box 328, Salem, WV
Friends of the Brethrerwould like to California, Morro Bay. Talents 26426. 304-782-1411.
commend Dr. Ward for standing for the  Ministries. 707-864-2250. Church of God, International (CGl).
truth in spite otwice being thawrted in California, Redding. UCG. P.O. Box 2530, Tyler TX 75710.
his efforts to help build a college foColorado, Colorado Springs. Oct 903-825-2525

Sabbath-keeping young people. Dr. 11-18. Church-Light Publica-Church of the Great God (CGG).

Ward was appointed President of tions, 719-637-1140. PO Box 471846. Charlotte, NC
Ambassador College in 1978, shorti€olorado, Colorado Springs.GCG. 28247. 800-878-8220 or 704-
before it was cancelled by circum€olorado, Glenwood Springs (90 544-2100
stances beyond his control. He was miles East of Grand Junction)Congregation of God Seventh Day
again appointed president of Ambassa- CBCG. (CGSD). PO Box 2345,
dor University and saw it through th€olorado, Keystone.UCG. Kennesaw, GA 30144.
difficult accreditation process. Hd-lorida, Destin (East of Pensacola)Cornerstone Publications(CP). 3802
attempted to hold AU to sound doctrine, Computer conference is at this Olive Street, Texarkana, TX
even though it eventually cost his job. site! See June issue, page 4. CP.  75503. 903-792-1352
Severalln Transitionwriters live Florida, Orlando. GCG. General Conference of the Church of
in the Big Sandy area. For more infoilorida, Orlando. UCG. God 7th Day. PO Box 33677,
mation about Big Sandy and othéflorida, Panama City Beach.CGlI. Denver, CO 80233. 303-452-7973.
“church of God” events send $10 foFlorida, PensacolaCBCG General Council of the Church of
6 issues ton Transition,PO Box 450, Florida, St. Petersburg. Ministries God (7th day).1827 W. 3rd St.
Monroe, IN 46772. of Yahweh. 705-696-3111. Meredian, |ID 83642. 208-888-
Georgia, Jekyll Island.UCG 3380.
Kentucky, Lexington. UCG Global Church of God (GCG). PO
PeaSt Of Tabemacles Kentucky, Land-Between-the-Lakes. Box 501111, San Diego CA
A number of organizations are plan-  (near Paducah) CGI. 92150. 619-675-2222.
ning festival sites that will accept peopl®lassachusetts, LowellUCG. United Church of God (UCG). PO
without regard to their corporate affiliaMinnesota, Minneapolis.UCG. Box 661780, Arcadia CA 91066-
tion. The festival dates are October 9-Missouri, Lake of the Ozarks.GCG. 1780. 818-294-0800. N
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Ot, How 9 Love
Yoarr Law!

Part Two

“...You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two command-
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets” (Matt 22:38). While covenants
may pass away, the laws regarding how to love our neighbor remain.

Part One of this article covered theor sheep, he shall restore double  should still restore double, but not
the different types of laws: (Ex 22:1,4). four or five times.

(1) Principles governing how we  While this scripture is about ani- Also, a person may sometimes
should love the Eternal and our mals, it certainly applies to all typesnake an honest mistake and take his
neighbor—as binding upon us nowof property. There are two obviouseighbors animals or tools thinking
as when they were given. lessons here that we must not ovehey are his own. If the offended person

(2) National laws and punish- look: 1) Property is privately ownedrecognizes the mistake, he may decline
ments for disobedience-many can animals and things are assumed tioe need for double restitution. On the
be used in our congregations and farave owners. 2) The penalty for thefither hand, if a theft victim cannot
ilies, will be used on a national basisf property is not a jail sentence or anderstand why his neighbor has kept

in the millennium. fine paid to the state, but restitution tfmur of his sheep with his brand in his

(3) Ceremonial laws—most with- the owner. pasture for three weeks without notic-
out a direct application today, but Why the different amounts ofing it, then he is entitled to double resti-
symbolically instructional. restoration: 5, 4 or 2 times the valug@tion. The person with the extra sheep

Part One also covered the five prinFhere is a very good reason! If thehould be more “diligent to know the
ciples of good law found throughouthief is selling what he steals, he istate of your flocks” (Prov 27:23).
the scriptures: 1) Punishments must beaking theft a business—he is getting Nevertheless, the penalty for
stiff enough that offenders do notid of the evidence in order not to beomeone that “accidentally” acquires
repeat the crime, yet not so harsh thedught. He did not take an ox or another’s property or “borrows it
they destroy them as useful citizenplow or an ax because he needed omdthout asking” is only a two-fold
2) Persons offended must receive a just took it because he wanted to gedstoration, not four or five.
restitution. 3) Laws must make it diffiimoney. There is a fivefold restoration One other scripture that applies to
cult to obtain restitution falselyfor stealing the animals or tools that this subject: “People do not despise a
4) Laws must be designed to greatlyerson needs to do his regular worthief if he steals to satisfy himself
reduce the chance of wrongful punist&n ox was a trained animal that washen he is starving. Yet when he is
ment—especially the death penaltysed for pulling wagons, plowing, etdound, he must restore sevenfold; he
5) Laws must not produce a harmful ok sheep did not do daily work, butnay have to give up all the substance
negative effect on society. was used for wool once a year, af his house” (Prov 6:30-31). Why
We covered the laws found ireaten (once in its lifetime). this highest of all restorations for a
Exodus 21. We will continue our If the person steals something arctime that men do not despise?
study with Exodus 22. keeps it, it is not usually done out dBecause he could have had food with-
lust, weakness or maybe even by misut committing the crime: “If there is
Stopping the Business of Stealing take. (A person that has stolen dozeamong you a poor man of your
“If a man steals an ox or a of things and kept them all wouldrethren, within any of the gates in
sheep, and slaughters it or sells it,  eventually be identified by one of thgour land which the LORD your God
he shall restore five oxen for an ox  rightful owners.) If a person needs ais giving you, you shall not harden
and four sheep for a sheep.... If the  ax and steals one from his neighbon®ur heart nor shut your hand from
theft is certainly found alive in his  shed because the neighbor has fopour poor brother, but you shall open
hand, whether it is an ox or donkey axes and might not miss one, hgur hand wide to him and willingly
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lend him sufficient for his need, whatsix years (no plea bargaining or neighbor (Ex 22:7-9).
ever he needs” (Deut 15:7-8). A mareduced sentences) if they could not There are always situations like
should not steal what he is allowed tmake a four-fold restitution, theythis one: Tom agrees to let Mike bor-

ask for.

would think again before stealing. Imow his chain saw and Mike lets Tom

Part One, we explained how it is beborrow his portable TV. The engine

People Safe in Their Own Home
If the thief is found breaking in,
and he is struck so that he dies,
there shall be no guilt for his blood-
shed. If the sun has risen on him,
there shall be guilt for his blood-
shed... (Ex 22:2-3). Responsibility for Property
There have been numerous cases If a man causes a field or vine-
where thieves have broken into hous+yard to be grazed, and lets loose his
es and were injured or killed by the animal, and it feeds in another
owners. Months of trials and thou- man's field, he shall make restitution
sands of pages of testimony have beefrom the best of his own field and
generated as a result. Some thievethe best of his own vineyard. If fire
have collected big awards because obreaks out and catches in thorns, so
injuries they received. Did the thief that stacked grain, standing grain,
threaten the owner? Did the owneror the field is consumed, he who kin-
have sufficient cause to believe hisdled the fire shall surely make resti-
life was in danger? Could the ownertution (Ex 22:5-6).

inal.

ter for people to remain in society andn the chain saw blows out in a few
become servants for a maximum afays and Tom tells Mike “not to
six years than it is for them to go to worry about it"—he knew it was worn
prison and learn to be an expert crinout. A few months later, Mike sells

the blade of the chain-saw to a friend
and throws the rest away. Six months
go by and Mike asks for his portable
TV back. Tom says he left it on the
back porch so Mike could pick it up a
couple of months ago, but cannot
remember exactly when it disap-
peared. Mike remembers no such
arrangement. But Tom wants his
chain saw back, or at least some kind
of compensation for it—he told Mike,
“don’t worry about it,” but he did not
give it to him.

This is a case where judges are

have fled? Did the owner use more People are responsible for the damecessary: people cannot agree on the

force than necessary?

age they cause as well as the damdgets and/or the meaning of the facts.

The Bible makes the issue vergaused by their animals or other prof-he judges will ask questions. They
simple. As a person who decides terty. A person who improperly parksnay talk to withesses. They will
fight an angry bull takes the risk ohis car or docks his boat is responsibdétempt to determine if someone is
being killed, so does a person whiit strays into another’s property andying—if his or her story does not fit
breaks into a house. A person at hordamages it. In these damage cases (albtof the known facts. Why the dou-
does not need to be a law professortteefts), the victim is compensatedle restoration? To encourage people
know what to do when someonequally or better, but certainly noto be truthful in their dealings with
breaks in. He may defend himself bgouble. Why? The person responsibtkeir neighbors and avoid the judges if
any available means. Accidentdbr the trouble is punished enougtpossible. For example, supposing
deaths are extremely rare when everjiey must make restitution and receiviom had accidentally left the TV at a
one knows this simple law. Just asothing in return. On the other hand, Beach party and never gave it back to
children (and adults) must learn not ta person received double when thdike. If he is honest and confesses to
play at the edge of cliffs or at the feateighbor’s cow ate his crops, he miglim, then he owes him one TV. But if
of large animals, so must they learme tempted to secretly leave gaté® lies or conveniently forgets what
not to enter another’s house uninvitempen and encourage the neighborsally happened and goes to the

and unannounced. cow to eat his crops!

If a man delivers to his neighbor
money or articles to keep, and it is
stolen out of the man's house, if the
if he has nothing, then he shall be thief is found, he shall pay double. If
sold for his theft (Ex 22:3). the thief is not found, then the mas-

This law would revolutionize our ter of the house shall be brought to
criminal justice system. Today, many the judges to see whether he has
thefts are committed by minors—they put his hand into his neighbor's
are rarely required to make restitutiongoods. For any kind of trespass,
and are usually put back on the streetwhether it concerns an ox, a don-
in a few weeks. White collar criminals key, a sheep, or clothing, or for any
often hide their booty in trusts or kind of lost thing which another
secret accounts—they rarely makeclaims to be his, the cause of both
restitution and serve short sentencesarties shall come before the
If either of these two groups knew judges; and whomever the judges
that they would have to work hard for condemn shall pay double to his
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Big Thieves Become Servants
...He should make full restitution;

judges and tries to get out of payment,
then, if found out, he will have to
restore two TVs.
If a man delivers to his neighbor
a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any
animal to keep, and it dies, is hurt,
or driven away, ho one seeing it
then an oath of the LORD shall be
between them both, that he has not
put his hand into his neighbor's
goods; and the owner of it shall
accept that, and he shall not make it
good. But if, in fact, it is stolen from
him, he shall make restitution to the
owner of it. If it is torn to pieces by a
beast, then he shall bring it as evi-
dence, and he shall not make good
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what was torn (Ex 22:10-13). might break. abound, the tens of millions of

These verses cover situations 3) Do not borrow something that isinplanned conceptions attest to the
where the judges cannot determirie poor repair and likely to have dact that they are not always used or
exactly what happened. It is importamhajor breakdown. effective. Millions of these children
to note that this situation regards arti- 4) If you desperately need to borare killed before birth. Millions more
cles that a man gives to his neighboow something (such as a car or trugte raised by only one parent. Far too
to keep, not that his neighbor asks to our day), but one or more of thenany are raised by people that are
borrow from him (those situations arabove three rules are telling you not teither financially or emotionally
covered in the next section). do it, ask the owner to come with yoweady to take care of them.

If there is determination of faultto help you use it. Our societies make little effort to
the owner of the lost goods must 5) If you are lending somethingteach people that they are responsible
accept the oath of the other. If it camake sure the borrower understanfls their sexual behavior and the little
be proven that the missing goods wetlee possible costs of repairing dives that they might create. Billions of
stolen, but the thief is not caught, theplacing the item. dollars are spent trying to reduce the
man who kept them must make resti- 6) If the owner stays with the boreffects of this irresponsible behavior.
tution, though not double. Why?ower to use the item, the owner mu$he standard government solution to
Someone must bear the loss, andkigep a careful watch and make suretlite problem is spending billions more

makes the most sense to assign itisoused correctly. on similar programs: sex education,
the person most capable of preventing 7) If you rent things out for a pricewelfare and day-care for single moth-
the theft. your customers are not automaticallgrs, institutions for unwanted children,

Also, this law nearly eliminatesresponsible to fix whatever goesenereal disease research, free medical
“inside-job” thefts. It the person keepwrong. Either be prepared to takeare, and other programs that encour-
ing the goods is responsible for makingsponsibility for all problems, orage more sex, irresponsibility and
restitution for anything stolen, he haarite out each party’s responsibilitiesinwanted babies. Even if these pro-
no motivation to steal them himself obefore the transaction takes place. grams miraculously became 90%
let a friend steal them: If he isot The Eternal does command us #ffective, would it be acceptable to still
caught: he must restore them, if he lisnd to our brothers and help theimave hundreds of thousands of aborted
caught, he must restore at least doublehen they need it. It is always good tand unwanted children each year?
Would the owner then be tempted tdiscuss and remind our brother of Let us compare the Eternal’'s sys-
steal his own goods from his neightthese righteous principles before wem with the present-day approach.

bor’s house in order to both keep therand to them. Today, sex among unmarried peo-
and have a like restitution? If henet ple is socially acceptable. In the heat
caught, he will double the value of his Sex Before Marriage of passion, babies, diseases and birth

goods. If he is caught, he will have to  If a man entices a virgin who is  control are too often forgotten—until
restore at least four-fold, and he mightnot betrothed, and lies with her, he  one of the “lovers” finds themselves

be killed during the break-in. shall surely pay the bride-price for ~ with a baby or a disease—or both.
her to be his wife. If her father utter-  The Eternal wants happiness for
It Was Borrowed and Then ly refuses to give her to him, he shall  the parents and the children to be

Broken, Who Fixes It? pay money according to the bride- born. He commanded us to marry

And if a man borrows anything price of virgins (Ex 22:16-17). before we do anything that might
from his neighbor, and it becomes Deuteronomy 22:29 adds: “he shaliring a child into the world. If an

injured or dies, the owner of it not  not be permitted to divorce her all hisnplanned child is conceived within a
being with it, he shall surely make it ~ days.” Many people in Western socmarriage, it may be a financial hard-
good. If its owner was with it, he  eties would find this completely unacship for the family, but at least the
shall not make it good; if it was ceptable: Just because a couple getsld will have a caring father and
hired, it came for its hire (Ex 22:14-  excited and has a sexual experiencapther—an irreplaceable blessing.
15). should they be required to stay married The “bride price” mentioned here
If everyone knew and practicedor the rest of their life? Would not thaaissured that the groom was capable of
this principle, it would save thousandse a disaster for parents as well as aggrning money before he married, and
of fights and court cases every daghildren? Why should the man paif compensated the parents of a daugh-
We may derive the following princi-money? Why should the woman'ser—a son would inherit their land and
ples: father be allowed to decide whether thake care of them when they are older,
1) If you borrow something, youmarriage takes place? but a daughter would live on her hus-
must be prepared to fix or replace it if Before we answer these questionsand’s land and would not be responsi-
it breaks. we must look at how poorly the methble for helping her aged parents.
2) Do not borrow something thabds of our Western societies are work- Now look at the Eternal’s law from
you do not know how to use anthg. While birth-control methodsthe perspective of a man thinking
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about enticing a woman. If he justwere strangers in the land of Egypt. It is easy to forget and vainly use
wants a good time now, the womanYou shall not afflict any widow or  the Eternal’'s name. Also, even though
could tell her father about him later fatherless child. If you afflict them in  the Eternal never designated a person
and he could be stuck with her for theany way, and they cry at all to Me,| as coming between a man and his
rest of his life—a fearful thought. On will surely hear their cry; and My  God, He does expect us to speak
the other hand, if he thinks he doeswrath will become hot, and | will kill  truthfully, and if possible, positively
love her and wants to marry her, theyou with the sword; your wives shall ~ about our leaders.
woman’s father could always say no.be widows, and your children father- You shall not delay to offer the
He would still have to pay the bride- less (Ex 22:22-24). first of your ripe produce and your
price, he would have a bad name, and The society described in the Bible juices. The firstborn of your sons
he would not have a wife. If he doess certainly one based on families withyou shall give to Me. (Ex 22:29).
not have the bride-price, he coultheir own home and land and a father Again, these are things that are
become a servant. It would seem mutdading the way. These verses areeasy to forget. The beginning of
better to wait and to ask to marry thearning to those that would tak®euteronomy 26 contains instructions
woman, rather than entice her. advantage of people that are less fdor offering the firstfruits. The latter
The situation is equally bad frontunate. Also, itis a promise to hear thgart of this verse has nothing to do
the woman’'s perspective. If she jusippressed if “they crat all to Me” with sacrificing humans, but refers to
wants a fun time now, her father mayhe Eternal does not require righthe instructions in Exodus 13:2,11-13.
demand that she settle down and maegusness, obedience, or any other spdée human firstborn were never sacri-
the man. Yet if she is trying to “catchtific conditions; the afflicted persorficed, but were redeemed.
the husband of her dreams, he could beed only cry to Him for deliverance.  Likewise you shall do with your
denied to her. In any case, if she losBgople that are afflicted should takeoxen and your sheep. It shall be with

her virginity, she has greatly decreasd¢de Eternal at His word on this. its mother seven days; on the eighth
the chances of her marrying at all. The If you lend money to any of My day you shall give it to Me (Ex 22:30).
problem will stay with her whether people who are poor among you, These same instructions for allow-

anyone finds out about the affair or not.you shall not be like a moneylender  ing animals to be with their mothers
If the Eternal’s law were practiced, to him; you shall not charge him  for their first seven days are repeated
sex outside of marriage would beinterest (Ex 22:25). in Lev 22:27. While no direct expla-
understood to bethe disastrous prac- Interest should never be charged tmtion is given for this action in the
tice that it really is. someone that borrows money becauseriptures, it is probably similar to the
he is poor or in need. However, a pecircumcising of new-born male
Various Capital Offenses son that has money to invest, can céramans on the eighth day: it provides
You shall not permit a sorceress  tainly lend it at interest to someonboth a physical health benefit and
to live. Whoever lies with an animal ~ that will use it. (Matt 25:27). Thisteaches a spiritual lesson. What do the
shall surely be put to death. He who  principle is greatly violated in ourseven days represent? Probably the
sacrifices to any god, except to the  society in that banks, credit card contzternal’s “seven thousand year plan.”
Lorp only, he shall be utterly panies, and other lenders often try thust as a new-born cannot be accepted
destroyed (Ex 22:18-20). induce poor and less-educated peojtlg God until after the seventh day, so
Most of these laws are selfto buy more than they can afford owe cannot really be with God in the
explanatory. All of them deal with peoeredit, and then they charge them veNew Heavens and the New Earth until
ple that are perverted and practicingjgh interest rates for years to comethe first seven thousand years are up.
things harmful to others around them. If you ever take your neighbor's And you shall be holy men to
Several kings of Israel led their peoplegarment as a pledge, you shall Me: you shall not eat meat torn by
into destruction because they listenedeturn it to him before the sun goes beasts in the field; you shall throw it
to sorceresses or others influenced bylown. For that is his only covering, it to the dogs (Ex 22:31).

demons. Modern research has showis his garment for his skin. What will Like the previous verse, a physical
that AIDS and other diseases are e sleep in? And it will be that when  principle of avoiding meat that is like-
direct result of bestiality. he cries to Me, | will hear, for | am Iy to be spoiled or carrying disease,

It is important to realize that the gracious (Ex 22:26-27). and a spiritual principle of staying

death penalty was only carried out at Another caution to those thaaway from that which is unclean.
the testimony of two or three witnesswvould oppress others, and a promise

es that had seen the crime (Deut 17:6).those that are oppressed. To Be Continued...
These first two parts have covered
Fair Treatment for the Remember These Things That Exodus 21 and 22. Many more inter-
Disadvantaged Are Easy to Forget esting chapters of practical, divinely-
You shall neither mistreat a You shall not revile God, nor curse  inspired law remain.
stranger nor oppress him, for you a ruler of your people (Ex 22:28). —Norman S. Edwards
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Acceptance Without Cowpl Omise

Many Christians, and many without passing judgement on dis-
Sabbath-keepers in particular, are veryutable matters.... Who are thou to
zealous for truth and for obedience tojudge someone else’s servant? To
God. Commendable attitudes indeedhis own master he stands or falls.
But we are often shackled by our ownAnd he will stand, for the Lord is able
zeal. We become so concerned withto make him stand....
doctrinal correctness that we neglect You then, why do you judge your
to love! Please don’t misunderstand, Ibrother? Or why do you look down
am all for truth and for proper doc- on your brother? For we will all
trines. But we can become so preoccustand before God's judgment seat....
pied with these that we neglect even Therefore, let us stop passing
greater truths—Ilove for brethren, judgment on one another (Rom
unity of spirit, oneness in Christ. 14:1,4,10,13).

Diversity Among Christians Dealing with Modern Differences

hands and leave religion altogether! They
become atheists, agnostics, or merely
believe in a God, but nothing more.
Others deal with the lack of unity by
drawing a box around themselves and
their particular set of beliefs. They insist
that they only have the truth, that they
don't interpret the Bible like other peo-
ple, they just “believe what it says.”
They believe they alone are the true
church, that they alone are unified in
spirit. Of course they must close their
eyes to so much of the working of God
that is going on outside their organiza-
tion and keep their heads buried in the

At the heart of our problem is the Among Christians today the situasand. And they can't ask too many ques-
fact that there are so many differenion is very similar to that at Rome. Wéions or think too much or they’re likely
points of view and practices amonbave those who abstain, those who aatlearn something new—and discover
those who claim to be followers of Jesuseat, those who drink wine and thogéat they are wrong about something.

Christ. The Apostle Paul experiencedwho abstain, those who wear make-up But there

is another way for

very similar situation. In practicallyand jewelry and those who don’t, thos€hristians to have unity even in spite of
every city there were new Christian&ho observe annual feasts and thoa# their differences—and that is the
who had come from different backwho don’t, those who observe noranswer found in Romans 14: accept your
grounds. Some were Jews who contiBiblical holidays and those who don’tbrother for whom Christ died! We can be
ued to be very zealous for the law diVe have people that say God, Jesus amte in spirit, in faith, in hope, even

Moses (Acts 21:20). Other Jews wei€hrist; others that

more moderate.

use Yahwehhough we have differences in practice,
Then there weréahshua, and Messiah, still others thhelief, and organization—if we learn and

Gentiles who had previously beense Yehova, Y'shua and Moshiach, artactice the truth about acceptance and
adherents to the Jewish religion. Angome that believe we should not prdeve—if we recognize that God is run-
there were Gentiles who came out ofounce the Eternal's name at all. Waing the show, that He is in control of His

paganism. Quite a hodgepodge!

have some that use the Hebrew calend@hurch, that He is leading each of us step

The New Testament reveals differsome that use other calendars, some thgtstep, and that all of us see through a
ences and conflicts in the churches latok for dark moons, crescent moons, gitass darkly—probably to a greater

Colosse, in Galatia, Corinth, and Roméull-moons. On and on we could go!

degree than we would care to know!

How Paul dealt with these situations can Yet in the face of all the differences

be very instructive to us today.

of practice and doctrinal belief among

Why we Judge Others

Christians, we are exhorted by Scripture There are a number of reasons that

The Message of Romans 14 to have unity of spirit:

From what we learn in Romans 14, Make every effort to keep the
there were differences of practice amongunity of the Spirit through the bond
the Romans relative to avoiding meatof peace. There is one body and
(perhaps because of concern that it hadne Spirit... (Eph 4:3).

we tend to condemn those who don't
believe exactly as we do:

1. We place a very high value on
truth and on obedience.

To be sure, these are admirable traits

been sacrificed to an idol), and obser- But how can we find unity whenand worth pursuing; but we can become
vance of certain days (perhaps specthkere are so many divisions and diffeso preoccupied with the quest for one
feast or fast days, or perhaps the calcuknces? How can we minister effectivelyoint of truth that we neglect an even
tion of timing those days). Though wéo the world and to one another if we agreater truth. For example, we can

don’'t know too many of the details, wso divided and can't even agree amoigcome so concerned about the Sabbath
do know that Paul so easily could havaurselves? How can we hope to sonteith that we neglect another truth: “He
straightened things out. He could simplgay be presented as one bride to Jesu® has the Son has life; he who does
have given them a formula for eacBhrist if we are hostile and judgmentaiot have the Son of God, does not have
problem. But he didn't. Because therand condemning of one another? life” (1Jn 5:12). We can be like the
was an even more important truth People answer these important queBharisees who were so concerned about
involved: don't judge your brother!  tions several ways. Some look at all the truth of tithing garden herbs that they
Accept him whose faith is weak,  conflict among Christians, throw up theineglected the truth of justice, mercy, and
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faithfulness (Matt 23:23). but we are shackled by our own zeal. Wecept someone who has different
Is it such a shame to say, “I donare so intent on certain points of trutbeliefs, you are not compromising your
know” or “I'm not sure” or “I don't have that we neglect more important points-ewn convictions. You can continue to
an opinion on that issue?” Is it such like love and acceptance and humility. strongly believe in, teach, and share
shame to admit that we are still growing your own understanding of God's Word
and learning and to accept as brothers One Body—Many Members while you have fellowship, love and
and sisters other Christians who are also The book of 1 Corinthians teaches r@spect for others who have a different
growing and learning? We must learn fgowerful lesson in regard to the body afnderstanding of some points.
say, “This is how | see it and how | willChrist, the church. It is not a picture of a The apostle Paul set a terrific example
live, but I will love and accept and givanonogeneous mass—but of a variddr us. He was willing to be all things to
my life for my brother who honestlybody, with each member functionin@ll men, unconverted men. He was will-
sees it differently.” effectively, doing what other memberig to accept them where they were in
2. Two value thinking: if I'm right on cannot do. Just like the human body hasder to win some to Christ. How much
this question, then everyone else &yes for seeing, feet for walking, fingersiore should we be willing to accept
wrong. If it's right for me, it's right for for grasping, so the spiritual body hathose who are already won to Christ?

everyone. many different parts—parts that func-  Though | am free and belong to

To be sure, there are absolutes atdn for different purposes and with dif- no man, | make myself a slave to
Christians must not compromise witfierent methods to serve one God. everyone, to win as many as possi-
those absolutes. But is it possible that There are different kinds of gifts, ble. To the Jews | became like a
what you see as absolute, another sinceréut the same Spirit. There are different Jew, to win the Jews.... To the weak
truth-seeking, Bible studying, God-fear- kinds of working, but the same God | became weak, to win the weak, |

ing Christian may not see as absolute? Isvorks all of them in all men.... The have become all things to all men so
it possible God is leading your brother body is a unit, though it is made up of that by all possible means | might
down a somewhat different path for pur- many parts; and though all its parts are save some (1Cor 9:19-22).
poses and reasons far beyond youmany, they form one body. So it is with Paul certainly didn't compromise
knowledge? Is it possible God is leadingChrist. For we are all baptized by one  with truth; but, he was willing to accept
both of you to an even greater depth ofSpirit into one body—whether Jews or  people where they were. We should do
understanding than what either of you sedsreeks, slave or free—and we were  the same. Sure we might have a doctrinal
now? Is it possible that each of you hasall given the one Spirit to drink. truth which another person doesn't; but,
different lessons to learn so you both can  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I  can we respect and understand his views
come into the fullness of Jesus Christ—indon’t need you!” And the head cannot ~ before we try to share ours? Can we real-
God’s due time? Can we allow that Godsay to the feet, “| don't need you!” On  ize that there are many things more
is the Master and we are merely servantsthe contrary, those parts of the body  important than most of the doctrinal
Or must we arbitrarily superimpose thethat seem to be weaker are indis- issues Christians argue about? Can we
things God has shown us on everyoneensable (1Cor 12:4-6,12-13, 21-22).  recognize that maybe, just maybe, since
else? Must it be done now? We can be so quick to consider ouwe see through a glass darkly, we could
There are many Bible examples dfelves as stronger, or having more trutlearn some truth from other Christians,
diversity: Daniel served God in ther being more open-minded than othewven those we might consider as having
Babylonian palace while Ezekiel was &hristians. But before we get too sati¢ess truth than ourselves? Can we let God
captive. John the Baptist socialized littléed in our self-righteousness, we'd bebe their Master and Teacher? Can we see
where Jesus did a lot (Matt 11:18-19)er remember what Paul wrote: “...thosaurselves as fellow servants?
Timothy was circumcised by Paul, byparts of the body thaeento be weaker  To love someone means to really
Titus was not (Acts 16:1-3, Gal 2:3)are indispensable.” understand them and the circumstances
Peter had to be killed for the Gospel, but God is the One—He is the onlyhat have brought them to where they
John was allowed to live to old ag©ne—who sees the whole body. We saee, to respect them as children of God,

(John 21:18-22, Rev 1:9). only a portion of it, and we must be vergs potential kings and priests, to accept
3. We view God in terms of rules, notareful how we pass judgment. For hovand love them even at their worst.
in terms of a relationship. ever stringent we are in judging others, We have so much to offer to the

Unfortunately too much of our spiritu-God will be just as stringent in judgingvorld and to one another as fellow
al security rests not in an intimate persons (Matt 7:1-5). If we must err, let it beChristians. To be able to effectively
al relationship with God, but on adhemn the side of being too accepting of otlshare what we have we must learn to
ence to rules and regulations. Hence,dfs, not on the side of being too judgccept everyone where he is. Then, even

we are to judge ourselves accepted byental and critical. though we have differences, we can
God—based on the rules we keep—we grow together, we can have unity of
must judge others, who don’t keep exact- Acceptance Doesn’t Mean spirit, and we will be able to effectively
ly the same set of rules, as rejected. Compromise! share with a world in great need.

Our quest for truth is commendable; Just because you are willing to —Richard A. Wiedenheft
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answers. The Law of the Eternal is not the 1

same as the Old Covenant. Abraham kept Buunm“l anwragement

His Law (Hebrewtorah) over 400 years LETTER: July 5, 1995
before Moses (Gen 26:5, Ex 12:40). Sonfgear Friends,

will say that the Old Covenant is Exodus Thank You! | do greatly appreciate
chapters 20-23, with thewhat you are doing. Your efforts have
ratification in Exodus helped me very much! Your “STATEMENT
24:1-8. A covenant oF PURPOSE” is wonderful. I'm sure our
always defines responsi+ather is pleased with your efforts to help

We print a representative sampling dfilities and benefits to both parties. Exodus so many ways. I'm now attending the
our mail—both positive and negative. W24:1-8 contains no benefits to Israel, onlyCG Akron, Ohio. | would very much like

do not include names unless we are fairin affirmation of obedience.

to remain on your list to receive “Servant's

sure that the writer would not object. We The Old Covenant is found in Exoduslews.” Please accept what | can give to
include our response to each letter in thl9:5-6: “If you will indeed obey My voice help your good works.

type-style. We have selected a title for eaamd keep My covenant, then you shall be a When it is possible | would like the fol-
letter for easy reference. If writers supplgpecial treasure to Me above all people; flawing [five literature items].

their own title, we will be happy to use it. all the earth is Mine. ‘And you shall be to  Thank You Sincerely,

10 Commandments not 0ld Covenant

LETTER: July 1, 1995
Dear Friends of the Brethren,

In my further studies of what is being
taught by the Worldwide Church of God, |
still can't go along with how the Ten
Commandments are being treated.

There is at least four questions that |
see nobody is answering about the Ten
Commandments being the Old Covenant:

1) Where is there any example of
some of the Church working during the
Sabbath time (sunset Friday to sunset
Saturday), while others of the Church
went to Sabbath Services?

2) If the Ten Commandments are the
Old Covenant, then why do | need to fol-
low any of them?

3) What scriptures in the New
Testament show that the words “THE
LAW" plainly means the Ten Com-
mandments, which includes the Sabbath?

4) What scriptural examples clearly
tell what the Old Covenant was and what
the New Covenant is?

| am not going to follow what is being
taught because the answers to those
guestions prove the Ten Commandments
are not the Old covenant. Part of the
answer is plain common sense.

Herbert Armstrong used to say: “Don’t
believe me. Look in your own Bibles.” His
words are just as relevant today as they
were then. The Holy Bible calls them the
Ten Commandments, not, as Ted Kopell
said they were not, “ten suggestions.” If
they were suggestions, Christians would
have a choice to keep them or not. But the
fact is we don't have a choice because
they are COMMANDMENTS.

Sincerely,

—Matt Gee, Wisconsin

RESPONSE: You have asked four gootbbeyed. Let us obey them!
questions and provided some good

July 1995

—W. W., Akron, OH
Thank you for the en-

Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” Israel was to obey the Eternal's RESPONSE:

voice—all that he said (Deut 8:3), and thesouragement. Our work would not be pos-
were to be a specialation to Him. In sible except for the power of the Eternal.

Exodus 24 we find that the words thall praise to Him!
Eternal spoke were written down and
became a part of the covenant—because
the covenant included obey everything that
God said. i i
The New Covenant includes forgive- Deep and Sel‘lous ﬂuestlons
ness of sin, but the same laws being wrltetter: July 5, 1995
ten in our minds and hearts rather than &r. Edwards,
stone (Heb 8:10-12, Heb 11:16-17). There |just received Vol. 1, No. 3, your latest
was no fault in the law, the fault was in th&ervants’ News,” and am a bit confused.
people (Heb 8:8). On Page Twenty, in the article Why are
In answer to your four questions: there Divisions, you seemed to support
1) We never see believers working otine divisions within God’s Church.
the Sabbath in the Bible. However true it is that different personali-
2) The Ten Commandments (or “Teties will always be present within God’s
Sayings"—literal Hebrew translation) ar€hurch, that does not give it credence for
not the old Covenant and are part of Hivision within the personality of God.
Eternal law as we have shown. There will always be personality differ-
3) In Matthew 19:17-19, our Messialkences in physical family situations. (You
told a man that if he wanted to enter intcan’t choose your family, only your
life, he should keep the commandmentisiends) BUT God puts in His Church
Then he proceeded to name some of thewhom He wants in it for whatever purpose
he mentioned five of the ten, and quotddE wants that individual to accomplish,
from Leviticus 19:18, a commandmenwithout our consultation. With God'’s Holy
that summarizes the whole law (Matbpirit, however, that called out individual
22:36-40). See our articl§h How | Love would be able to overlook the physical
Your Law,in the June issue for more inforand dwell on the spiritual aspects. If only
mation on which laws have been ended.we all would live by God’s inspired Word,
4) We have already cited the scripturesd not judge others, but follow the princi-
defining the Old and New Covenants. ples set forth by God Himself. “Woe unto
We absolutely agree with youwou, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
approach of looking into the Bible for yourfor ye pay tithe of mint and anise and
self. Sometimes we even need to look backmin, and have omitted the weightier
to the original language because translatanstters of the law, judgment (judging your
wrote what they wanted the scripture tactions in relationship to Jesus Christ’s),
mean. Even if the term “ten commandnercy (asking God for mercy and as He
ments” never appears in a Hebrew or Greghows it to you, you show it to others),
Bible, these ten sayings certainly are spand faith (That God will do as He said,
ken by the mouth of the Eternal and coand that God does know what HE is
firmed by the Messiah as commands to keing): these ought ye to have done, and
not to leave the other undone.”;
Continued on next page
Page 13
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“Submitting yourselves one to another in
the fear of God.” & “Let nothing be done
through strife and vainglory; but in lowli-
ness of mind let each esteem other better
than themselves.”

To continue. The second paragraph of
the third column on page 20 may have me
confused. How can you say that the New
Testament does not reveal the kind of unity
and harmony that we long for today? If you
have God's Holy Spirit, and Christ working
in you, then you will be unified and be will-
ing to work together. Again the question of
“Is it possible that He never intended the
Church to be completely united in
Theology and organization?” Can you not
open your Bible and find anywhere (since
the Old Testament seems not to be
referred to anymore, try the New
Testament) that God says it is ONE BODY,
ONE SPIRIT, ONE WAY OF LIFE, ONE SAVIOR, ONE
..etc.

brethren and organizations.

LETTER: Seems to me, what so
many have forgotten is that there is some-
thing greater being done on this earth
today than just the revelation of the
Sabbath and the nature of God. | realize
that those subjects are important and are
a very intricate part of the message. But
how soon we forget, that without the total
message, we lose sight of the temporal
goal. Reflect back to the total message
God gave to us through Mr. Armstrong.
Why are we here? Why did God call us
today? What is the purpose of the
Church? Why do we go to Services on the
Sabbath?? Recall the total picture yet??
But since Satan has the minds stopping
there, let’s try to advance one step further.
Why the Passover? Why Unleavened
Bread? Why Pentecost? Even more so,
WHY FEAST OF TRUMPETS, WHY
ATONEMENT? WHY FEAST OF TABERNACLES?

RESPONSE: Yes, there is one bodyWHy THE LAST GREAT DAY? Has our asso-

but many members. 1 Corinthians 12:12%ation with WCG in the last ten years
30 clearly indicates that people in the firgtaused us to fail to remember what part
century were having a hard time undewe will have in what the last four feasts
standing the need for the great diversity ispresent? And why we have to be united
the body. While each one of us should minds and spirits today? If we aren’t
accept the other members of the body, taaited now, do you think God will want to
many organizations are quick to clairase us later when He sends His Son back
that they are the only or most active pai earth to CONVERT and UNIFY the
of the body. Both OIld and Newentire world? | cannot envision the millen-
Testaments show us that there will bdal reign of Christ being multi-faceted. |
divisions for the purpose of testing usion't think God will allow it. (Too many
“You shall not listen to the words of thagcriptures in God's Holy Word of what
[false] prophet or that dreamer of dream3esus will do to unify the world.) IF we
for the Lord your God is testing you t@an't cooperate and overlook our petty
know whether you love the Lord youpersonalities now, then how can He trust
God with all your heart and with all youtus to build unity later??

another organization. The Messiah has
not forsaken them! We could go over
many other issues where people were dis-
fellowshipped or left various organiza-
tions over other doctrinal questions.
Whom would you trust with authority
over cities in the Millennium? 1) A per-
son that cooperated for his whole life
because he knew he would be fired or dis-
fellowshipped if he did not, or 2) a person
that voluntarily cooperated with other
members and other organizations because
the work they were doing was Biblically
based and they had the faith to believe
that our Savior was directing it. It would
be nice to assume that people in the hier-
archical organizations also have Biblical
understanding and faith, but look how
they chose to stay with the same organi-
zation rather than the same doctrine.
Some people will laugh at the idea
that the Messiah’s body includes a multi-
tude of human organizations that will be
perfectly unified in the millennium.
However, the scriptures show that this is
exactly what is being done. We are the
temple of God (1Cor 3:16-17). “And the
temple, when it was being built, was built
with stone finished at the quarry, so that
no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was
heard in the temple while it was being
built” (1Kings 6:7). Reading the sur-
rounding chapters shows that the stones
and wood came from a great variety of
places. As this was an absolutely incredi-
ble building project, preparing all the
pieces locally so that no more tooling was
needed at the temple, so our Elder Brother
and Savior is preparing each of us where

soul” (Deut 13:3). “For there must also be RESPONSE: | have seen many examwe are, to be ready to fit into his plan in
factions among you, that those who ap@es of unity and working together duringhe Millennium. He can do it! He will
approved may be recognized among yotfie Feasts. | do not think those people wkhow that the pieces will fit. We need to
(1Cor 11:17). Diotrephes, a self-seekinigave any trouble working together undeoncentrate on letting Him make each one
man, was allowed to cast true brethren dilte Messiah in the Millennium. Howeverof us ready, not on creating our own brand
of the congregation (3Jn 9-10). Thédo not believe that the scriptures givef unity. After all, the Worldwide Church
Eternal allows false teachers in his comuthority to a man to enforce his unity oof God preached and enforced human
gregations (2Cor 11:14-15). Revelation the brethren. At one time, the WCGnity for at least 40 years. Look what has
and 3 show us all different kinds of doctaught that Pentecost was always onhappened to it. If God wants all of his
trines that had gotten into seven churchb®nday. Those that openly kept it opeople in one human organization, why
within about 100 miles of each other, ye8unday were disfellowshipped. Later, didn't He “clean up” the WCG?

John does not say that only one of themuss changed to Sunday. Those that did LETTER: In regards to the corpora-
the “true Church.” They were all His connot agree with the change and openly kefans that now claim to be doing God’s
gregations, but with different doctrines—t on Monday were disfellowshipped. Ifwork. You seem to be a bit confused as to
some were worse than others. Chrieur Father insists on corporate unity, howhere anyone stands. Global, in some
warned that his Servants might be fourmbuld He allow this to happen? If eitheminds, is definitely trying to continue to do
fighting among themselves when Hene of those days was correct, peop&od's work. (Also why aren’t you and Tom
returned (Matt 24:45-51). Romans 1dere disfellowshipped for obeying thavith them anymore?) That is good. One
shows that we can be united without hatruth? Does the Eternal require us to pragdestion | have, though, is why do some

ing identical beliefs. | know of no humariice what we know to be error in order tof them continue, from the pulpit, to down-
leader that the Eternal has clearly set ovsay with an organization? No! (Rongrade and criticize and condemn those of

his congregations at this time. | feel much4:23). Those people disfellowshippetnited? As one of their own ministers
division is caused by self-proclaimedor correctly keeping Pentecost, are stilince said, “Unless we leave the attitude
leaders that set themselves up above otirerthe ekklesia, but independent or iof condemnation and judgment, we will

Page 14
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never be able to do the work of God effec- appeared that we were criticizing UnitedArmstrong. If United is not doing all of
tively.” Indeed, these problems are not unique ttem now, could it be that UNTIL THE TRAN-

RESPONSE: | think many corporations United at all! We could have done a muchTiONAL STAGE is over in December, that
are doing parts of God's work. Global hasetter job by mentioning these problentiey may not want to do the “Top Down
produced The World Ahead magazine arid a separate section without the name @bvernment” thing right now. And you
telecast as a direct outreach to the uncamy organization attached. That approasbem to be a bit confused on the matter
verted world. | think this is a fine effortwould help those making a decision abosatso. On page one you are critical of them
Unfortunately, Global does not acknowlhere to go without appearing to corfer not “moving when Meredith did” and
edge that the Eternal may be workindemn one particular grou®ur intent condemn them for being slow to react to
equally in other organizations. When theras to alert the brethren to beware of the government thing, but then a couple of
many thousands went to United, did Glob#dlse teachers(2Pet 2, Ezk 34). Theypages later, you condemn the governmen-
and other organizations encourage themrired to realize that all teachers are nwat system you think they should have. To
their support of the Eternal's law? Hovalike just because they are in the samge further, you seem to state that God
many organizations ignored this goodrganization. As you say, we do not knomwaybe wants many forms of governmen-
example in their sermons an publicationahat is in these men’s minds and God withl structures out there (because as many
Was gladness overcome by sadneskimately judge them. Yet, when we areorporations there are, there will be that
because the members and money were toaiking for a place to learn and fellowmany different governmental structures).
coming to them? | think it is up to each peship, we must “test the spirits” (1Jn 4:1$atan is the author of confusions and divi-

son and each group to do the most they camd “test those who say they are apostlesdn, not God.

with the spiritual gifts they have beeifRev 2:2). See page two of the July issue RESPONSE:
given, and that we will be rewarded basddr more about correcting our mistake.

on what we do (see the parable of the minas LETTER: Other organizations have
or pounds in Luke 19:11-27). | do not knowplit from WCG and are looking to serve
of any organization or individual (includingother interests as well. That is fine. But
myself) that has perfect doctrine, but | arekk yourself “And John answered him,
many others learned to repent, be baptizadying, Master, we saw one casting out
receive the holy spirit and grow from awdevils in thy name, and he followeth not
imperfect organization. | commend allis: and we forbade him, because he fol-
organizations for the good works they ddgweth not us. But Jesus said, Forbid him
and hope that they will correct their probaot: for there is no man which shall do a
lems as our Father shows them. miracle in my name, that can lightly speak
| stopped working for Global for mul-evil of me. For he that is not against us is
tiple reasons, one of which was that | fetin our part.” The only question to that is,
| could not represent their point of viewbid Christ say that if they come in the
on some doctrinal issues. (I do not believmame of the “Church of God” and keep
| know the “Tom” you mentioned.).the Sabbath that they are OK? Or could
However, | continue to attend Global sewe turn around what He said and say “IF
vices, United services, other organizahey do lightly speak evil of Me (or My ser-
tion's services and Sabbath meetings @dints; or one of My churches) can they be
unincorporated groups. | have encourageding My work??” (Many shall come in My
these groups to accept each other aNdme Saying | am the Christ...)
work together as much as possible. | RESPONSE:

| have read and quoted
from United’s foundational documents.
However, since policies are determined by
the board, which is elected by the entire
ministry, the views of individual men are
important. The point of the article is that
there is a diversity of thinking in the deci-
sion-making body. If the existing UCG
corporation is to have a “top-down gov-
ernment,” the ministers will have to vote it
into the bylaws. Some men have told me
that they will not remain in the UCG if this
is done. | cannot find any reference to Mr.
Meredith in the June issue. It took me
about two years from the time | under-
stood the nature of the WCG's doctrinal
path until | was ready to leave the organi-
zation (1992). Since | lived in Pasadena, it
was much easier to discern their direction
at an earlier date. | certainly believe that
the exact time a person leaves is an indi-
vidual matter based on a number of fac-

If we turn His saying tors. But | have talked to men that have

know of cases where United, Global, aretound, it would be our saying and ndbld me that they were staying put because
other groups have met together for pitdis. When we read on to verses 41 and #i&y needed a paycheck.

nics, services, etc. The people usually lilid Mark 9, we find that the subject con-

Worldwide has taught us that the

it. The headquarters leaders are not 8oues—those that help others do tHeternal does not always correct the man at

sure. What does our Father think?
LETTER: As far as United is con-
cerned, maybe not all, but however there
were some ministers who did “linger”
behind in WCG to help and assist those
members who were having difficult times.
There are still true ministers of God there
doing the same. Just because they didn't
consider themselves and looked to do
their ordained job, why do you and others
judge? | do not believe that you know fully

what is or was in their minds and how they were extremely similar.

felt about the decision that had to be
made. | don’t feel that criticism is due any
of them. Only God can read the intent and
the heart of another human.

RESPONSE:
July 1995

LETTER: On the critical side of United.
Why don't you quote those who are setting
up the charter? Why do you go to other
sources? | am glad that United is in agree-

We are sorry that itment with the 18 truths revealed to Mr.

work will be blessed, those that caugbe top. It has shown us the result of a
harm will be punished. There are othéarge group of people that are trained to
scriptures that deal with who is and is neiccept whatever the human government
“in the Church.” We can certainly learrsays, not what they can see in the scrip-
from this scripture that we should not tryures. Indeed, we see different methods of
to stop other “works” that “follow notmaking decisions and choosing leaders
us.” | believe the Worldwide Church ofdiscussed in the scriptures. We have
God was wrong for many years in declaenclosed a copy of my article How Does
ing itself the only “Church of God” whenthe Eternal Govern Through Humans?
there were many other smaller Sabbativhich goes into this subject in depth. Yes,
keeping groups that had doctrines thate are disagreeing with Mr. Armstrong’s

restored truth #1. We believe his writing
on “church government” in the 1939
Good News was much closer to the Bible
(see the May Issue of Servants’ News).
We were not trying to condemn UCG, but
Continued on page 22
Page 15



“Open Letter”, continued frompage1 nal. We began to look at If any church organization allows
broadcast and other programs thaverything—not with a magnifying me the liberty in Christ to fellowship

were reaching millions! We had a colglass, but with a microscope. with all true believers, allows me to
lege that trained Christians for the ser- Brethren began to leave “theisit any other group | desire, allows
vice of God. church,” ministers left and formedne to study any literature from any

We kept the Sabbath, Holy Daysiew churches of God (each one withther group, allows me to believe
did not eat unclean meats, did nds own focus). Many joined but manyhat God has brought me to believe,
keep pagan holidays, did not marry semained independent—proving_atreats me as an equal in Christ rather
date outside the church, did many dathings—beforeeven considering join-than a subordinate, allows me to inde-
and don’ts. We first, second, and thirithg. pendently think for myself, allows
tithed, gave offerings and preached My God, my God, why have youdifferences and diversity in Christ,
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God tdorsaken us? then | will fellowship with you.
the world! Slowly as the dust settled, the Is any such group perfect? Is any

We were special: God’s only choemotions waned and the shock wagsoup God’s true and only church?
sen ones. The only ones with Godver. We began to see that God wase there true holy spirit-led
truth. We belonged to God’s true antthere all along working out His purChristians in_onlyone church organi-

only church—doing God’s work. Wepose in us. zation? Does any omgroup have all
were called and chosen as the only Why am | writing this open of God's truth? God is working in
true Christians. letter? many groups and churches but He has

It was great! Comforting. We assem- | would like all of the church of only one Church—the Body of Christ.
bled in peace and unity, fellowshippe@od groups to understand that | am no Christ said, “By this all will know
with true believers, had our own lingdpnger the “pay and pray, obey, sit arttiat you are My disciples, if you have
and were fed and nurtured by “headteep quiet, and believe and think onlpve for one another” (John 13:35).

quarters and the local ministry.” what we tell you” individual | used to Let us _stopattacking, judging,
The Holydays were the best timbe. condemning one another! Let us stop

of the year! 150,000 strong! Record | can no longer allow any churchgreating divisions, rumors and ani-
breaking offerings! Inspirational mesminister, or person to interpret doctrimosity between one another! Let us
sages! Family time, making newnal or scriptural truth for me nor dictatevercome the bitterness, the resent-
friends, new places to see, things tow | should live my Christian life.ment, the hurt and hate we have for
buy, foods to eat—a happy time! Walor how | should think or believe.  one another! Let us stop looking at
were special! Nor would | again make churctour differences and share what we
Then God stepped in—shook usgovernment of a church my idol. have in common.
from our sleep and when we openedcannot accept any doctrine or deci- Let us put our trust and hope in
our eyes we saw ourselves for whasions just because “that is what th@hrist, in God and in His Word. Let us
we really were. church says and that is what weve one another, fellowship with one
WE WERE NOT THE ONLY should do.” another, tolerate one another and learn
ONES. We did not have the only Nor can | allow any church organifrom each other.
truth—not even all the truth. We wereation to prohibit me from fellowship- God has called us to peace and
not God’s only “church” and peopleping, visiting, or reading any otheunity under one faith, one body, one
Many things changed. Doctrinehurch’s teachings. God. He did not call us to argue, fight
changed. Our focus changed. Our | will be very cautious of any orgaand destroy one another but to love
understanding changed. Our “truthgiization that disfellowships membereneanother!
changed. What we believed iffior their personal beliefs—that claims When | visit you, please treat me
changed. Our understanding of Gatiey are the onlyrue church, with the as a fellow believer, a fellow brother

changed. We changed. only truth, doing God'’s only work, thein Christ, as one of the saints of
Brethren started asking questionsnly ones understanding prophecghrist's ekklesia,not as a “potential
Reading “dissident” literature.and scripture. tithe payer” nor as a “potential dis-

Visiting “other” churches. People | will be very cautious of anysident” nor as an ex-WCG member,
began to study the Bible—to prove i€hurch with a one-man rule, with topbut as a brother in Christ.

these things were so. A whole nettown government or even a church Thank you for your understanding
work of people began to take formwith a board of directors making aland may we fellowship together in
Brethren started calling brethrerthe decisions. peace.

Information, articles, study papers, | will not join an organization that One of Christ’s disciples,

other literature and understandings attacks other organizations rather than —Angel Gonzalez
other churches of God werasing its resources (magazines, book-60 Surrey Lane, Colonia, NJ 07067
exchanged and shared. No longtats, and broadcasts) to reach and Home: 908-382-5295
could internal information stay interpreach God'’s word. Work: 908-205-7456 or 205-5795
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“Follow Me”, continued from page 1 “following” mentioned in the New there: go not after them, ndollow

vast majority of people of wanting tdrestament: them” (Luke 17:23). This “pursuing
follow. Most people want to follow after a man” or “following a man” is
another individual or group or belond.. PURSUE: obviously expressed in a negative way.

to some group, organization or cause. The first type of “follow” is the = We are not to pursue after a
Life is easier and there is less work &reek word “dioko” §ioko) which man, but rather we are to pursue
you are a follower of some groupmeans “to pursue, to seek after eagafier godly traits.
One does not have to think as much gt earnestly endeavor to acquire”.
take much responsibility in leaderThis is used primarily for following 2. IMIT ATE
ship. This is exhibited in many areaafter, in the chasing sense or pursuing The second type of “follow”
such as employee relations, unionafter virtue and good things. The foleomes from the Greek “mimeomai”
causes such as pro-life or pro-choickwing scriptures all use this Greekuueopar) or “mimetes” {iuntnoc)
political parties and especially in thevord “dioko”: “Let us thereforefol- which means “to mimic” or “imitate”
area of religion. We need to examinew after the things which make foror an “imitator”. This is the word Paul
this area of religion and examine whateace, and things wherewith one massed in all the examples quoted near
our Christian responsibility is regardedify another’(Rom 14:19): Follow the beginning of this articleBe ye
ing the topic of following. after charity, and desire spiritualfollowersof me, even as | also am of
gifts,...” (1Cor. 14:1).“But thou, O Christ” (1Cor 11:1).“Wherefore |

Examples in Paul’s Writings beseech you, be yellowers of me”

Paul wrote in a number of plac ) (1Cor 4:16).“Brethren, befollowers

regarding “following”. He wrote‘Be In every case where Bible together of me,..."(Phil 3:17).“And
trans “fol -

y(fa f(():IIr(])v_veir"s o;\ Ime, Gi\\//SE asfl alsoI lations tell us to {e gec?m(ic_)rllr(])wersl og)u"ngpd gf the
0 rist. so, erefore ” ord,... es. 1:6). your-
beseech you, be ye followers of me low . PaU}l? the Greek selves know how ye ought falow
Again, “Brethren, be followers  meaning is, “Follow my us..... but to make ourselves an
';Oﬁ]ether of fme,...hr:jd,“.f..%/r(]e bEcadme’ example or imitate me as (e2r11§r?mp:;e7 ugn)to you tdollow us”
ollowers of us and of the Lord.... . es 3.7, 9).

And finally, “For yourselves know I follow Christ’s example In all of these examples, most

how ye ought to follow us.... but t||}. and imitate him.” other translations and versions render
make ourselves an ensample unto “follow” as “imitate” or “follow my

to follow us.” (See 1Cor 11:1; 1Co example”. For additional study on
4:16; Phil 3:17; 1Thess 1:6; and ghan of God, Flee these thingsevi- “follow” when it means “to imitate”,
Thes 3.7, 9, all KJV)) ously listed evils];and follow after examine these scriptures also:

Does it not seem that Paul is makighteousness, godliness, faith, lov&phesians 5:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:14;
ing it quite plain that we are expectepatience, meekness{1Tim. 6:11). Hebrews 6:12; 13:7; 1 Peter 3:13; and

to follow him? “ Follow peace with all men, and holi-3 John 11.
ness, without which no man shall see Paul did not want anyone to “fol-
Jesus’ Words the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). low him”. In every case where Bible

Jesus Christ himself gave similar These scriptures are quoted fromanslations tell us to “follow” Paul,
exhortations. He said to one of his dishe King James Version (AV or KJV)the Greek meaning is, “Follow my
ciples,“Follow me; and let the deadThe New King James Versiorexample or imitate me as | follow
bury their dead.”He told Matthew to (NKJV) uses the word pursue in plac€hrist’s example and imitate him.”
“Follow me.” He told his disciples, of the word “follow”. Further study
“If any man will come after me, letwill show that these verses also co- FoLLow FROM BEHIND
him deny himself, and take up hisin the Greek word  The third type of “follow” comes
cross, and follow me.Jesus even told“dioko”: Romans 9:30-31; Philip-from the Greek word “opiso’ofiow)
one wealthy individual,...sell that pians 3:12,14; 1 Thessalonians 5:1&hich means “to the back”. This con-
thou hast,... and come and follo® Timothy 2:22; and 1 Peter 3:11. notes getting behind or follow from
me.” (Matt 8:22, 9:9, 16:24, 19:21.) This type of “following” that we behind. This can also mean, “to go off

We can’t go wrong by “following” are to implement in our lives is quitén order to follow one, to join one’s
Christ in any respect, right? So whatsmphatic. We are to pursue or follovparty”. “Opiso” is quite commonly
the difference in the concept of folwith a high degree of priority, thingdranslated as “walk after”, “come
lowing Christ and “following” a man?like peace, love, spiritual gifts, rightafter” or “go after” someone or some-

eousness, godliness and holiness. thing. This word fits the concept we

Four Basic Concepts of one case, “dioko” is used when refehave today of following someone in
“Following” ring to the following of a marfAnd the corporate, political or military
There are four different types ofhey shall say to you, See here; or, < Continued on next page
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realm or even as children plawith me” or “walk with me” approach.deny himself, and take up his cross,
“Follow the Leader”. This would alsoThis is the most common type of thandfollow (akoloutheito) me”(Matt
describe the natural human tendentwanslated word “follow”. Jesus Chrisii6:24; cf. Mark 8:34; Luke 9:2). What
of wanting to follow as mentionedused this quite often when talking tdesus said was that if you wanted to
earlier in this article. his disciples and other§Jesus said exhibit the common human tendency

Here are some examples in scripmto him,Follow me; and let the deadof joining a group or backing some
ture which use this Greek wortBut bury their dead’(Matt. 8:22).“And as cause and apply it to him, you would
chiefly them thatvalk after the flesh Jesus passed forth from thence, he séven need to do more than just join the
in the lust of uncleanness,..(2Pet a man, named Matthew, sitting at thgroup. You would need to deny your-
2:10). “Even as Sodom and Gomorreceipt of custom: and he saith untself, take up your cross and walk with
rah, and the cities about them in likbim,Follow me. And he arose, afol- him in the same way - accompany
manner, giving themselves over to folewedhim” (Matt. 9:9).“And straight- him -walk with him, not behind him!
nication, and going after strange way they forsook their nets, arfiol- There is a degree of independence
flesh ...” (Jude 7).“For some are lowedhim” (Mark 1:18).“Jesus said here. God does not want a bunch of
already turned aside after Satan” unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go anchindless, following automatons in his
(1Tim 5:15). Gamaliel was reviewingsell that thou hast, and give to the podfingdom. He wants individual, think-
some recent history to the council arehd thou shalt have treasure in heaing beings full of the character of God
said,"After this man rose up Judas oen: and come anébllow me” (Matt. capable of deciding and discerning
Galilee in the days of the taxing, and9:21).“And he went out from thencewhat is right and wrong. This is a pow-
drew awaymuch peoplafter him:...” and came into his own country; and hierful statement by Jesus Christ. He
(Acts 5:37). Paul, speaking to thdisciplesfollowed him” (Mark 6:1). wants us to be with him at his side. We
elders of Ephesus, saithlso of your “If any man serve me, let hifollow are brothers and co-heirs with Christ.
own selves shall men arise, speakimge,...” (John 12:26.
perverse things, tdraw awaydisci- Jesus was not asking for his disci- Follow a Man?
ples after them” (Acts 20:30). Jesusples to just get behind him or the Many today, as they have in the
said, “Take heed that ye be notause that he stood for as if to join hjgst, exhort their followers to follow
deceived: for many shall come in myolitical party. He was desiring thenthem as they go forward in some mis-
name, saying, | am Christ; and thé&éo accompany him, to walk with hinsion or crusade. They use many of the
time draweth neargo ye not there- or to go in the same way as he wasriptures above as they gather their
fore after them” (Luke 21:8). going. Jesus spoke of this same cadiellowing and support. Many of these

These are examples of followingept regarding his she€fgut he that causes and works are noble, right and
the leader, of joining the group or geentereth in by the door is the shepheRiblical. With this being the case, and
ting behind some leader or cause. Tho§ the sheep. To him the portemow that we understand more of what
is a common human tendencgpeneth; and the sheep hear hibe Bible teaches regarding the con-
whether it is for good or bad. Nowyoice: and he calleth his own sheep loept of “follow,” how should we “fol-
there should be a degree of this typame, and leadeth them out. Arddw” these men in their causes?
of following regarding our following when he putteth forth his own sheep, Itis very human to want to be a part
Christ. Christ told Simon andhe goeth before them, and the sheep a group following certain ideals,
Andrew, “Come ye after me,...” follow him: for they know his voiceconcepts or causes. It's easy to let
(Mark 1:17). James and John re#wnd a stranger will they ndbllow, some leader be in the forefront making
ponded to the same call afidvent but will flee from him: for they knowthe decisions and taking the responsi-
after him” (v. 20). Jesus also saidnot the voice of strangers.... My shedqility. All one has to do is “follow” or
“And whosoever doth not bear hitiear my voice, and | know them, argkt behind the leader. This is not to say
cross, andcome afterme, cannot betheyfollow me” (John 10:2-5, 27).  that this tendency is always bad. It is
my disciple”(Luke 14:27). Christ’s true sheep recognize hiseither good nor bad. But it can be a

It appears that this type of “folvoice and walk with him in the sama&veakness if we do this in our lives to
lowing” is only appropriate when it isway. We should be humble— n@void responsibility. The number of
Jesus we are “following”! doubt of that—but we shouldn’t jusplaces in the Bible this concept is used

get behind him like dutiful little sub-is more often shown in a negative light
4. Walk With Me jects.We should walk with him and rather than a positive one.

There is another aspect that is oveaecompany him! We have also seen that Paul never
whelmingly emphasized in the scrip- asked, told or commanded anyone to
tures which is the final and fourth type We Need to “Follow” Jesus “follow” him. In the places Paul
of “follow”. It comes from the Greek In light of all this, Jesus makes appears to be asking for that, we have
word “akoloutheo” ¢koiovbew) which very powerful statementThen said seen that what he actually wants is for
means “to be in the same way with, tdesus unto his disciples, ‘If any mans to follow his example or imitate
accompany”. This signifies a “comevill come after(opiso) me, let himhim.
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Let’s say you and | have been goablit up into contentious little groupsmove on to spiritual meat. Once those
friends for years and one day you reahch claiming to “follow” or “get people got caught up in that behavior,
in the Bible that you are to keep theehind” their particular leaderthey were no longer receptive to true
Sabbath day holy. The next time yowhether it was Paul, Apollos or Petespiritual meat. Acting carnally obvi-
see me, you show that to me. If | amt was because of these contentionsisly affects your spirituality.
convinced and do likewise, | will fol-and splits that Paul said he could not Following a man today is still
low your example or imitate you. Thatalk to them of deep spiritual mattercarnal.. The churches of God are all
does not mean that | am “following’He could only talk to them on a carnalivided up into smaller groups. Many
you or “going after” you. level. They were mere babes in Chriare contentious, each following their

That's what Paul was saying wheand could only be fed with milk ancdbwn particular man “as they follow
he said;Imitate me, even as | also imi-not meat (1Cor 3:1-2). Christ”. What has that produced? It
tate Christ” (1Cor 11l team—eemaeaeaeaa—eeaeee—ne—oo has produced envy, strife
Paul did not once ask fojl[” “ and divisions among the
anyone to get behind him t For one says, I am of Pau’: different branches. This

follow him as he went abou(lf and another, “| am of Apollos,” ||| does not undo the good that
his agenda. He asked peor |} gre you not carnal? —1cCor 3:14 has been done in all these
to imitate the good example/jf|__ groups (Christ said good
of himself, other leaders anE———rv things about congregations
even anybody. What did Paul say regarding thisvith problems in Revelation 2 and 3).

behavior?For you are still carnal. For But the good doesn’'t undo this
What Does It Mean to where there are envy, strife, and divproblem. Are we, in today’s
“Follow” Christ? sions among you, are you not carnaldvanced, modern church age, spiritu-

It's obvious that if we want to be and behaving like mere men? For wheaai? All too oftenwe are still carnal!
disciple of Christ, we do have to gatne says, ‘Il am of Paul,” and another, ‘As we “follow” our own particular
behind him and follow him (Lukeam of Apollos,” are you not carnal?’man, as we get behind him “as he fol-
14:27). But is that all that Jesus ChrigtCor 3:3-4, NKJV hereafter). lows Christ”, we all still end up acting
wants? Does he want us to just get These people were following dif-carnal. One aspect of this trap of car-
behind him and follow him as he goeferent leaders in the “get behindhality shows up this way: on one hand
about his agenda? Not at allhe sense. Paul said that kind of activity ihey say to themselves and others that
overwhelmingly emphasized aspectcarnall After all, the natural, humanthey are following Christ and not the
of following what Jesus wants us totendency is carnal (Rom 8:7). man—then on the other hand they
do is for us to joinhim. He wants us Paul attempted to straighten theill extol their leader for various rea-
to walk with him at his sideand not church members outWho then is sons and put down most all of the
behind him. He wants us to_accom Paul, and who is Apollos, but minisether ones. This, in actuality, is fol-
pany him! Each of us has to learn teers through whom you believed, dswing a man and not following
take responsibility for ourselves anthe Lord gave to each one? | plantechrist. Is this the way we are to act?
others in the church. We all have tApollos watered, but God gave thks this spiritual?Paul emphatically
take responsibility in learning andncrease. So then neither he whealls it what it is: It is CARNAL!
knowing what the Bible says. Afteplants is anything, nor he who waters, Another aspect of this trap of car-
all, it is the Bible that sets doctrinehut God who gives the increasehality shows up this way: people, after

not some man. (1Cor 3:5-7).“Therefore let no one much inner turmoil, will finally face
glory in men. For all things are yoursthe fact that their current leader is

Two Serious Problems With whether Paul or Apollos or Cephasyery wrong and possibly corrupt.
“Following” A Man or the world or life or death, or thingsThey take the big step of leaving the

Two very serious problems arispresent or things to come—all aréellowship of this one group and join
when people follow a man rather thayours. And you are Christ’'s, andnother group following another man.

understanding the proper aspect Gthrist is God's”(1Cor 3:21-23). Many of these people then extol this
following and implementing it cor- Paul made it perfectly clear thanew leader and, at the same time,
rectly: this human habit of “following” dif- refuse to look at the actions of this

ferent men is nothing but carnal. Heew leader with the same critical
1. "FOLLOWING ” A MAN KEEPSONE showed that he, Apollos, Peter arglyes. Again, they are now following a
FrRoOM DEVELOPING SPIRITUALL Y. any other leader were just fellownan and not following Christ. Is this
In his first letter to the church inworkers, servants serving God’s tenspiritual? Again, it is carnall We
Corinth, Paul fought the negativele. It is God and Christ that we are tkave got to stop following these men
effects of people wanting to just follook to. If we focus on God andand put aside all these problems so
low a man. Paul condemned this kin@hrist, we will then, and only then, béhat we may go on to spiritual things.
of activity. The church at Corinth wasble to leave the carnal behind ar Continued on next page
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Problem #1 that arises when have not rejected you, but they hawame to me and sat before me. And the
men follow a man: People remain rejected Me, that | should not reignvord of the LORD came to me, say-
carnal and do not develop spiritual- over them™ (1Sam. 8:4-7). ing, ‘Son of man, these men haet
ly. God then had Samuel tell the childp their idols in their heartsand put

dren of Israel all the evil things thabefore them that which causes them to

2. SN DisTANCES Us FRoM Gob. would occur — all of the oppressiostumble into iniquity. Should | let

Adam and Eve demonstrated- from any king they chose forMyself be inquired of at all by them?
another big tendency of mankinthemselves (1Sam 8:9-17). And theitherefore speak to them, and say to
when they were confronted by SataBod told them through Samuel ththem, “Thus says the Lord GOD:
and had a choice as to whom thagsult of putting a man between themEveryone of the house of Israel who
would obey:“So when the womanselves and God — the result of choosets up his idols in his heart, and puts
saw that the tree was good for foodhg themselves a kingAnd you shall before him what causes him to stum-
that it was pleasant to the eyes, andcay out in that day because of yousle into iniquity, and then comes to
tree desirable to make one wise, sléng which you shall have chosethe prophet, | the LORD will answer
took of its fruit and ate. She also gawou; and the LORD will not hear yothim who comes, according to the mul-
to her husband with her, and he atén that day” (1Sam 8:18). titude of his idols, that | may seize the
And they heard the sound of the But, like so many people in thénouse of Israel by their heart, because
LORD God walking in the garden inurmoil of God’s church today, thehey are all estranged from Me by
the cool of the day, and Adam and hahildren of Israel wanted to “follow” their idols.™
wife hid themselves from the presenee man: “Nevertheless the people “Therefore say to the house of
of the LORD God among the trees offused to obey the voice of Samué$rael, “Thus says the Lord GOD,
the garden” (Gen 3:6, 8). From thatand they said, Nay; but we will have ®epent, turn away from your idols,
moment Adam and Eve wanted tking over us; That we may be like aind turn your faces away from all
hide themselves from God. They dithe nations; and that our king mayour abominations. For anyone of the
not want to deal directly with Godjudge us, and go out before us, artbuse of Israel, or of the strangers
They pushed him away. fight our battles” (1Sam 8:19,20).who sojourn in Israel, who separates

When God gave the Israelites thdow much like these people we areimself from Me and sets up his idols
Ten Commandments, what was thdioday! Many people don't think it's ain his heart and puts before him what
reaction to God speaking directly téreal” church, unless they have aauses him to stumble into iniquity,
them?“Now all the people witnessed'minister” to tell them what to do andhen comes to a prophet to inquire of
the thunderings, the lightning flasheso “fight our battles” for us. him concerning Me, | the LORD wiill
the sound of the trumpet, and the Apparently, the children of Israeenswer him by Myself”” (Eze
mountain smoking; and when the pe¢as do many of us today) felt that they4:1-7).
ple saw it, they trembled and stoodere still too close to God and want- God severely criticizes people for
afar off. Then they said to Moses, ‘Yaed to conform completely to thesetting up idols in their hearts. I'm
speak with us, and we will hear; butvorld’s way of doing things. Theysure that they did not think that they
let not God speak with us, lest weere much more comfortable followwere setting up idols in their minds, as
die”” (Ex. 20:18-19). The peopldng a man and submitting themselveo many today, but that is what hap-
there did not want to deal directlyo a man’s government than taking thgens when you start following a man
with God, eitherThey preferred to personal responsibility to followin place of God. It does not matter
follow the man Moses as he fol-God’'s way, submit to him and stayho it is whether it is Billy Graham,
lowed God! close to him. the Pope at Rome or Herbert W.

Samuel was judge over Israel and Problem #2 arises when men fol- Armstrong. By following a man, an
his sons were more interested in didw a man: “Following” a man puts idol is set up in the heart. That's why
honest gain, bribes and perverted judistance between us and God! Paul or any other apostle newaice
tice. “Then all the elders of Israel told, suggested or even hinted that
gathered together and came to “Following” A Man Is Idolatry!  anyone follow them.

Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, When a person follows a man (as a That's why Jesus overwhelmingly
‘Look, you are old, and your sons depiritual leader) he is putting that maemphasized that we get away from
not walk in your ways. Now make fdpetween himself and God. He is ithis “follow” mentality and begin to
us a king to judge us like all theactuality replacing God in his heartwalk with him and accompany him.
nations.” But the thing displeasedVhat usually comes with the leader is

Samuel when they said, ‘Give us some form of government. That gov- God’s Work is Diverse

king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed ssnment becomes an important fixture So, what is the proper approach
the LORD. And the LORD said tin the organization. What does Gothat we in our different groups should
Samuel, ‘Heed the voice of the peopsay about this? take?

in all that they say to you; for they “Now some of the elders of Israel All of God's people are different
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and we all view the Bible a bit differto milk, preventing them from goingused both Greek words herdlo-
ently from each other depending oon to meat. They keep them on the carhere are we told to give this kind of
our backgrounds, experiences amul level instead of bringing thenallegiance to a manChrist said that
what we see in life. We all have thalong to a more spiritual statewe are all brethren (Matt. 23:8). We
basics, the fundamental elementa@ccasionally there is a leader whibave to realize that we are all a part of
principles of Christ (Hebrews 6:1-2)does not worry about building an orgahe body of Christ. We must also real-
We all understand that God's law igization, who is not interested in poweee that the work of God is diverse. If
important. We all have a basic undeor position and who actually feedg’s in the Bible, it is of God. All of
standing of who and what God is. Wepiritual meat to any who will listenthese different aspects are important.
also know that God’s ultimate plan foBuch men are few and far between! God does not tell us which is more
man is indeed a wonderful and incred- important than the other. He does not
ible plan. We also know that we, as “... Become as Little Children”  prioritize one aspect over another. So,
members of Christ's body, have some Another angle occasionally usedho are we to say which aspect is def-
kind of work to do today. We look intoby some who are building their owrnitely the most important? Most will
the Bible and see that it tells us tllowing is the misapplying or twist-say the aspect they focus on is the most
preach an Ezekiel Warning, to feed theg of this scripture:*And Jesus important and will back up their posi-
flock, to go into the world and makesalled a little child to him, set him intion with some form of Biblical rea-
disciples, or to preach the Gospel ohe midst of them, and saidsoning. There is nothing wrong with
the Kingdom of God till the end'Assuredly, | say to you, unless yodoing what you understand to be best.
comes. But what happens? We eaae converted and become as littid/e all have to prioritize things in our
put an emphasis on different parts children, you will by no means enteiives. However, to say we understand
the work depending on how we see the kingdom of heaven”(Matt God’'s will for everyone else is
We then align ourselves with other8:2,3). It is often said about this pagxtremely presumptious. It is not our
who see things the same way. sage, “You are to have the faith of position to criticize or condemn some-
We, as a group, then think thdittle child - the innocent, trustingone else’s priorities if it is also Biblical.
how we see it is more important thafaith that little children have. AfterIn this context, we must remember that
the way other groups see it, eveall, you will need that to enter thé&od sets the members in the body as it
though they may all be Biblical. Akingdom of heaven.” pleases him (1Cor 12:18).
competition begins to develop to gain But is that what the Bible says? Secondly, if you find a group that
support for a certain emphasis. TH&herefore whoever humbles himsel§ following the Bible, and you agree
leaders begin to stress “follow me, aas this little child is the greatest in thevith the emphasis they place on doing
| follow Christ” as they collect theirkingdom of heaven{Matt 18:4). The God's work, then support it with your
following. Other members then exerehildlike trait that we are to have isime, service, prayers, tithes and
cise their natural human tendency bdwmility not faith! The faith a child offerings. But don't follow the man or
joining a group that closely suits theinas is ablind faith, not a Christ-like the group. Imitate any good examples
particular way of seeing things anthith. This is an entirely separate sulthat you see. Pursue righteousness. Be
end up following some man. We noyect, nonetheless, men who use thisvolved and work with the group. Do
have a situation not unlike théactic are twisting scripture to make ot be afraid to support other works if
Corinthian oneAre we all spiritual? seem to support their “follow-me”they are also doing a work of God.

No, “for you are still carnal...” appetites. Walk with Christ.
(1Cor. 3:3). Thirdly, “work out your own sal-
What Should We Do? vation with fear and trembling” (Phil
“Follow Me” Tactics By The Obviously, the first thing we 2:12). Take control of your life. Fight
“Leaders” should all do is to stop following against the tendency to just sit back

The real shame in all this men!We have seen that nowhere doesd let others make decisions and take
belongs to the leaders themselvesthe Bible command, encourage aesponsibility for you.
They encourage this kind of carnaven suggest that we follow any man. We all have to stop being carnal
behavior. Many of them stress amhe only individual we are to followand begin being spiritual. We have to
importance of following them and nots Jesus Christ. go on to perfection, moving on from
the others. They compete for the Joseph Thayer defined our followspiritual milk to spiritual meat. Let's
brethren as if they were prizes to bag Christ as, “to cleave steadfastly tdo this as we all pitch in to do God'’s
won. They describe how their organiene, conform wholly to his examplework. There is so much to do and so
zation is better and in so doing theip living and if need be in dying also.’little time in which to do it!
often put down other groups. “And he who does not take his cross © 1995 by Norman A. Brumm, llI

They often boast about growtland follow (akolouthei)after (opiso) 410 Lightfoot Ct, Canton, GA 30115
while playing the numbers game. Thaye is not worthy of me(Matt 10:38; Email: PHMF81A@prodigy.com
end up keeping the brethren restricted. 16:24; John 12:26, 21:22). Jesus Voice: (404) 720-2524
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If this rhyme... is not on time... drop us a line.

A few of our stickered or stapled newsletters have come apart in the mail. Since our package is
nearly an ounce heavier this time, we are sending it bulk mail. This method is much cheaper, but will prob-
ably result in slower delivery. If you receive this mailing after August 11, please let us know.

Our goal is to bring worthwhile information to as many people as want it at the lowest practical cost.
We are still giving you the choice of using a 3-ring binder, staples, brads or a paper clip. So...

Please do find ..

. a way to bind ... if you don’t mind.

“Letters & Responses”, from page 15

point out that their position on 18 truthand how He wants us all to be, | would be
and their form of government are, at thisappy to start receiving it again.

time, somewhat contradictory. They will
certainly straighten it out in time. While
God is not the author of division, He cer-

“proved” that a certain organization was
“the true Church,” they could assume that
God always worked through a top-down
government (the corporate structure) and

—B. R., Albuquerque, NM could always assume that they were being
RESPONSE: Again, it was not our pur-taught truth, both from headquarters and

and reflective on what God’s attitude is

Sincerely,

tainly allows it both in the world (obvi-pose to condemn UCG or any other orglcally. We do not believe the solution to
ous) and in His congregation (1Conization striving to obey the Eternal, but tthis problem is to carry that old “human

11:18-19, Rev 2 & 3).

LETTER: Well, enough ramblings.
The main point that | am trying to make is
that | will not belong to any church that
claims they are “one of the ones” and then
criticize, condemn and judge others. Nor
will I allow any material in my house that
will be used to support and uphold any-
one who does. So, | guess, at this point,
and until “Servants’ News” and its writers
quit condemning and criticizing others
who are trying to live God’s way of life,
regardless of the corporate name, | no
longer wish to receive it. Please take me
off your mailing list. However, if you do
start publishing anything that is positive

help people through the difficulties thegovernment is always right” attitude into a
are facing. Our writing was too critical ohew corporation. Hence, we were encour-
UCG and we are sorry for this mistakeaging readers to “try the spirits” of their
Please notice that we did end the artidiecal leaders.

with a paragraph of praise for UCG and We very much appreciate your heart-
then used a column and a half to let reai@lt letter and your striving to make sense
ers know where they could attend UCGut of the difficulty that most of us are
We use your same standards of non-cagwing through. We can grow from ques-
demnation for evaluating where we atterttbns and correction like this. We did
locally. We have found some organizatiomemove your name from our mailing list,
rather condemning at headquarters but fdout we put you back on since we hope this
giving at the local level. We also foundhext issue is “positive and reflective on
rather intolerant local leaders in organizavhat God’s attitude is and how He wants
tions that are officially tolerant. We believeis all to be.” Please let us know whether
this present crisis has been so stressflu want to continue to receive it!
because members assumed that once they —Norman S. Edward$d

Literature List

Friends of the Brethreis making a wide range of lit-

Did Christ Reorganizethe Church? by Herbert W.
Armstrong in 1939, 8 pages. Very different than his later
approach: Christ never set up a hierarchical government.

erature available from a variety of sources. We hakdends of the Brethren Statement of Income and
received many items and are still reading, editing, format- Expenses? pages. (Automatically sent to contributors)
ting and printing them. We have been so busy sendidgd’'s Purpose for Your Life by Fred McGovarin, 40

existing literature and reading new literature that our pages, half-size booklet. A “first booklet” for people just
Literature List has grown only slightly. Please be patient! becoming interested in the Truth. It introduces Hebrew
We accept literature that does not attack individuals names (Yahweh and Yashua) for God and Jesus.
and organizations, does not hold up one group as supefioe Heart of the Matter by Jim Rector, 31 pages. Our
to all others, and contains no obvious Biblical or logical calling is to spiritual growth, not just attendance,
errors. Please write or call about your ideas. socializing, politeness or legalism.
The Apple of God’s Eyeby Jim Rector, 13 pages. God'+How Does the Eternal Govern Through Humansby
love for us is far greater than we imagine and we often Norman Edwards, 34 pages. How the KJV translators
take it for granted. altered Scriptures about government to please King
Assembling on the Sabbathby Norman Edwards, 16 James and an analysis of what the Bible says about how
pages. An exposition of the scriptures regarding our we should govern in today’s congregations.
need to fellowship on the Sabbath and how to do it.Just What Does the New Covenant Doby Joseph
A Call to Arms by Jim Rector, 16 pages. Valuable lessons Chunko, 18 pages. Explanation of the difference between
we can leartior todayfrom Revelation 2 and 3. the law, the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.
Does the New Covenant Do Away with the Letter of the The Worldwide Church of God Splits: Their Triumphs
Law? by Eric V. Snow. 32 pages. A “must read” for and Troublesby Allen Ruth, 56 pages. Facts and analy-
those that feel it does. sis of the last 20 years of church history.
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