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“For with the judg-
ment you judge...”

There are many Biblical cautions
about judging others. At this
time of doctrinal difficulty,
encouragement is needed more
than condemnation.

The title is taken from Matthew 7:2. The previg
verse flatly states: “Judge not, that you be not judg
Yet we find other scriptural commands to make ju
ments:

“Do not judge according to appearance, but ju
with righteous judgment” (John 7:2)

“...Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you,
even one, who will be able to judge between
brethren?” (1Cor 6:5.)

“Let two or three prophets speak, and let the oth
judge” (1Cor 15:29).

“...You have tested [tried] those who say they are a
tles and are not, and have found them liars” (Rev 2:2).

Are the scriptures in conflict on the issue of judgme
No! There are times when we are to judge, and ti

“...You shall be
judged.”

We must each personally realize
that we will be judged for what
we do—we cannot use the
greater errors of others as an
excuse for our own sin.

us When a person first began to learn the basic truth of
pdlie Bible, there is often a great personal struggle trying to
lgzbey. He or she may need to discontinue Sabbath jobs or
activities, clean up his or her diet or vocabulary. Each per-
Igon certainly must learn to view his or herself in a com-
pletely different perspective—as a person that needs the
nBternal for forgiveness, salvation and new life.
his But as the years go by, the “first love” for the truth of
many tends to fade. As long as we show up for services,
ecsntinue contributing and do not “rock the boat” the other
brethren seem to be happy with us. If, in addition to this,
page are spending a reasonable amount of time in prayer
and Bible study, we can easily become very content with
nturselves. But is that what our Father expects of us? Are
mesk being judged for what we do now?

when we are to withhold judgment. There are two ap

par- “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of

ent cases when His saints are called upon to make ju@ipwist, that each one may receive the things done in the
ments: 1)when they are asked to judge an issue by body, according to what he has done, whether good or
another and 2)to determine if others are teaching| bad” (2 Cor 5:10). Not only are deeds important, but also
truth. This last category of judgment is usually a perspiur words: “But | say to you that for every idle word men

|\ oo

al issue; we are to decide for ourse

may speak, they will give account of it in

who is teaching truth. We are not to t

it upon ourselves to examine the sinsj 5
others, to pronounce a judgment or ¢
demnation, or to proclaim their sins 4
the public. In this article, we will look g 5
each of these concepts in a little mq
detail. 7
Fruit?

Sabbath
Meats

If It Is Not Your Case, Do Not Judge It!

It hurts when we see others make m
takes. Sin hurts the sinner as well as
victim(s). Righteous indignation is a ng
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the day of judgment. For by your words

you will be justified, and by your words

you will be condemned” (Matt 12:36-37).
While it is the sacrifice of our savior

that will ultimately make us clean in the

day of judgment (1Jn 4:17, Rev 1:5), we

are still accountable for what we do now.

We will be rewarded based on what we

& Clean do in this life.

Wonderful Lessons in Luke 12
The entire chapter of Luke 12 con-
Continued page 19
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Ten Principles of Bible Study

Bible study should be a vital part of our lives. These 10 principles, derived from the scrip-
tures and combined with years of experience should help in your search for understanding.

1. The things of God are spiritual- the whole Bible in its entire contextbased on whathey thinkthe writer
ly revealed. (1 Cor 2:10,11); thereforebefore you can come to the knowledge ofeant. Use several Bible translations to
ask the Eternal for His holy spirit (Lukehat particular subject from the Eternal'see if there are other possible meanings.
11:13). The holy spirit will teach you allviewpoint. Use a Hebrew or Greek concordance to
things and guide you into all truth (cf. 3. Check the context.In order to see where the same word was used else-
John 14:26; 16:13). It will not speakinderstand any scripture thoroughly, where in scripture.
from itself, or in words which man’sits context, ask and answer all the follow- 5. Do not establish doctrine based
wisdom teaches, but it will comparéng questionsWhat? When? Where? on a single Bible help.E.g., Strong’s
spiritual things with spiritual things,Why? Who? How? No verse should beword number 5590 defines the Greek
scripture with scripture (cf. John 16:13nterpreted in isolation from its contextword pneuma as the “rational and
1Cor 2:13; Isa 28:10). It “will bring toBoth the immediate context and the largnmortal soul,” implying that man is, or
your remembrance all things” (Joher context may need to be carefully cofras, an immortal soul—probably a per-
14:26). It “knows the things of God"sideredWhois the scripture aboutvho sonal belief of the author. Yet, in referring
(1Cor 2:112); it knows how to properlyis writing it? Andto whomare they writ- to mankind, 1 Corinthians 15;53 says that
compare spiritual things with spiritualng? Whatis this passage abol?hatis “this mortal must put on immortality.”
things (1Cor 2:13). happening? When did the events Also, we read “in Adam all die” (1Cor

2. Get all the scriptures.“One wit- described here take plac&¥heredid 15:22) and “[Jesus Christ] alone has
ness is not sufficient testimony” (Numthese events happen®hy did these immortality” (1Tim 6:16).
35:30) By the mouth of two or three witevents happen®hydid the author write 6. Study the historical setting and
nesses every word shall be establishéis passagePMow is something to bebackground which produced the writ-
(2Cor 13:1). This does not mean that wibne? Ormow does the author illustrateéng. Make use of Bible dictionaries,
do not believe statements contained ortlys point?How does this apply to me? atlases and encyclopedias.
once in the Bible, but it means you can- 4. Seek the meaning of the original 7. What does the Bible say?
not leave out scriptures that have a bedanguage. Translation is an art, not @Always ask and answer this question.
ing on your topic of study. You must takecience. Translators must choose worlisg., John 3:6 is saying that flesh is

flesh and spirit is spirit; and

4 1 Corinthians 15:50 says that “flesh and
-er Va blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God.” Therefore, the church cannot be
NEWS "o Lot he Bibl
8. Let the Bible interpret the
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to individuals interested in obeying their Creator as described in His Word. We belipv&Rd exicons supply references to
law is the basis for living a life that is pleasing to Him in harmony with our neighbols.G@8textual usage for our study. Study
believe the holy spirit gives us the power to live such a life as long as we continually réy@igts in contexts.
of our sins and accept the salvation provided through our Messiah and Savior. Wg belie9e Do not put vague scriptures
in living “by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Deut 8:3). first. Difficult and apparently ambigu-

We believe the gospel should be given freely: you may copy any or all of this puls verses should always be understood
lication and give it to others. Friends of the Brethren is financed by donations anghhife light of the many verses that are
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Editor: Norman S. Edwards 10. The Bible never contradicts
Associate Editors: Robert Feith, Christine Feith, Rosemary Edwards itself. “The scripture cannot be broken”
Contributors: (many) “Thanks” to everyone involved. (John 10:35). “For | am the Lord, | do not

Servants’ News accepts articles for publication. Include a self-address sfardpadge” (Mal 3:6). “Jesus Christ is the
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“And this Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached
in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then
the end willl come.” —Matt 24:14

“But when they persecute you in this city, flee fo another. For
assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the
cities of Israel before the Son of man comes.” —~Matt 10:23

God has opened some incredible do
for us! One of them is talk radio. We must
fast to take advantage of these opportun
Strike while the iron is hot!

ors duced with home desk-top publishing equipment. Near-instant
¥ written communications are possible via Electronic mail.

Talk radio and cable TV are fulfilling Andy Warhol's pro-
nouncement that in the future everyone would be famous for
X fifteen minutes. Regular Joe's make their voices heard nation-
recently surged in popularity. The once-expenve wide by dialing up Rush Limbaugh live on the air. The class
telephone connection hardware can now be fa “clown” can now reach millions by mailing a tape of his best
at some of the smallest local radio stations. shenanigan to America's Funniest Home Videos.

The American people are just not as intereste Although it is another subject, | cannot let this article
end without mentioning radio's big brother, television.
Public-access cable TV is another open door. Cable
TV systems are required to provide a public-access
channel for local use. This allows individuals in
the community to voice public concerns. For
instance, the United Artists cable system
for North Hollywood, California, has a
state-of-the-art studio and production
facility. They supply equipment
and crew free of charge! And
they'll let you go on the air and say
anything. Interestingly, the public access cable-

O
that the "creative" media master can make day Iooi e/
night, bad look like good, or anything else he so deyjre
given enough time to carefully prepare a script Ynd /
employ the latest technological tricks. We have heard
seen it done from Hollywood for 30 years. And now we
it from Washington DC.

Live presentations are where it's at. You canng;
hide behind carefully constructed deception
People tend to trust you more if you're
not afraid to face the mike live. |
just you, the listeners, and God;
expensive production costs. The

interested in learning more will hav

| am convinced that God has swung open the massive
talk radio door to, among other things, warn Israel of
what is coming. In this day of propagandized mass
media, talk radio is a bastion of truth and free speech.
Some taped religious programs have already been
forced off of local stations for what they have said
about homosexual lifestyles or political policies.
There may be a tie-in with free speech and the
Philadelphia work. Philadelphia is the birthplace
city of our Constitution, which instituted free-
dom of speech and worship. Free speech is an
open door through which the Good News and
the Ezekiel warning message must go.

Does talk radio bear fruit? So far, at least
ten people with no previous Sabbath-keeping
background have begun keeping the Sabbath
from the efforts of The Eagle Show, my
half-hour weekly program. About five con-

local person to contact.

The greatest advantage to live talk rayj
is instant communication. Take what \‘
and a call-in guest speaker were doing the
day. He was speaking about a fundamental Q
topic from the comfort of his own home in anotR
part of the country. We were having a conversatio
which close to a million Las Vegans had the option
tening into. Any listeners with questions could call 73
1230 and get immediate answers. Instant gratification!
six-week wait! For every person that calls in, there are u
ally hundreds of others listening. The same questions a calle
asks have probably entered many of the other listeners
minds. So for every single caller that receives an answer,
many are edified. And if no one asks your question, you can
always make the call yourself!

The work God does often mirrors society. In the 30's, 40's
and 50's, America was making a transition from a rural society tinue to do so on a regular basis. One has
to a centralized corporate America. Herbert Armstrong had a been baptised. While this may seem
desire to want to reach more than just a few thousand people in small, the cost per person is far less than
Western Oregon. He formed a large, centralized, hierarchicatt "big media efforts.” The air-time has been provided to me
organization that did the work through the traditional meansroéxchange for working a difficult-to-staff graveyard shift.
his day: mass communication channels like TV, radio and print! would be most interested in talking with or helping out
Now, communications technology has advanced to whangone interested in doing a similar thing in another city.
everyone can be an independent contractor. Corporate emjfoy-can reach my voice-mail box at any tin@2-263-
ees put in their hours sitting in front of word processors in haB&52 or write to me, Lee Clark, dt115 S. Casino Center
offices connected by a modem. More pioneering individuals #1182, Las Vegas, NV 89104.
their entire operations this way. Quality publications can be pro- —Lee Clark




Statement of Purpose for
Friends of the Brethren

Friends of the Brethren exists to help individuals and a computerized bulletin board.
other organizations fulfill the missions given to the ChurcB: Help brethren find Sabbath-keeping congregations
to personally grow in grace and knowledge, to preach awhere they may fellowship. These may include various
warning to the world, to preach the Gospel to those who organizations or meetings in homes. We plan to main-
will hear it, and to feed the brethréWe believe that the tain a list of cities with congregations and telephone
Basis for His work must be first spiritual, not organiza- contact numbers.
tional or financial. 4. Assist local congregationsThis includes publishing

The only authority we have is from the Bible and the sample plans for services, hymn books, methods of
Holy Spirit (which is never in conflict with the Scriptures). inexpensive non-profit incorporation, etc.

We do not believe that the Eternal works exclusively 6r Plan FestivalsWe provide access to festivals held by
even primarily through us. We do not claim to have “more groups that will accept any of the Eternal’'s people. We
truth” than anyone else. The Eternal works through whoev- will list feasts based on multiple calendar systems since
er will yield to Him and obey His commands (Isa 66:2, many serious Bible students differ on this issue. We
1Cor 1:26-31) In addition to our own Bible study, we learn may organize our own site if there is enough interest.
from a variety of teachers. 6. Help small groups preach the GospeWe provide lit-

We publish literature with which we can find no direct erature and contacts to help small groups or even indi-
scriptural or logical conflicts. When there seems to be moreviduals reach out by radio and television. Existing
than one reasonable way of understanding a certain docimethods include live talk radio, airing pre-recorded
trine or group of scriptures, we may publish more than one radio programs with a “trailer” giving a local address
view. We will probably publish some things that are in and phone number, and public access cable TV—cost-
error—we are fallible humans still in the process of learn- ing as little as $10 per show.
ing. We realize that the Messiah taught “with authority7. Help feed those that hear the Gospel preachingve
not as the scribes in his day (Mark 1:22.) If we had the provide access to basic literature that can be used to
authority of the Messiah, we would teach in the same man-teach unbaptised and newly-converted people. This lit-
ner. Unfortunately, we have seen many teachers teach witherature will come from a variety of sources. It will con-
“great authority” then later change their teaching or be tain the name of the author, but will also provide a place
unable to answer scriptural challenges to it. The Messiahfor a local group to stamp an address and telephone
never had these problems—He never had to issue correchumber.
tions. We believe it is better to admit that we are still learn-
ing, than to teach with great authority and be wrong. While all of these programs are in their beginning

We want to learn from others. We read and reply to Istages, each one has been successful in at least one loca-
ters we receive that seriously try to show us our mistak&s. It may be months before all of these programs can be
from the scriptures. There are questions we are not abléntplemented in the way we would like to see them, but if
answer now. We believe that the Spirit of God reveals trutte Eternal is willing, we will keep working at it until it is
as we are “able to bear it” to anyone who seeks with aicomplished.
their heart (Deut 4:29, John 16:12, 1Cor 3:2). We hope toWe will not call ourselves a “church” or an “assembly”
accomplish our goals by these specific objectives: because it is the Eternal that has His assembly of “called

out” ones. While the scriptures certainly refer to “church-
1. Publish Servants’ NewsThis free monthly newsletter ises” or “assemblies” in individual cities, too many people
the primary vehicle used for accomplishing the othbave become confused when a national or worldwide orga-

objectives. It is also intended to help provide a sensenifation calls itself a churchhey begin to think that a

community among scattered members—publishimgrtain organization is the one true Church.

births, marriages, deaths and news of local congregationsWe will teach what we understand to be the truth in
2. Provide access to Bible-based literaturen a variety of plain language that can be easily understood. Our literature

subjects for the converted person. Emphasis is placedstruly free—it can be copied and redistributed by anyone.

each individual's need to bear fruit, not on following ¥e will not attempt to control local congregations or
particular man or group. We write some literature ougospel-preaching operations. Even the apostle Paul did not
selves, and recommend literature from a variety of ottiey to stop others from preaching from a wrong motivation

groups. Anyone is free to contribute to this body of lite(Phil 1:14-18).

ature—contributions will be assessed on their Biblical We believe that each person is responsible for what they

accuracy and usefulness to others—not on the notoridtywith their spiritual gifts. “For the Son of Man will come

of the author(s). Literature will be mailed free of chargim the glory of His Father with His angels, and tihnwill

We also plan to make it available on thternet and/or reward each according to his works”(Matt 16:27).
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News from

0 Local
7 Congregations

This section s or shortarticles oWorldwide Church of God Texas  Joplin & Neosho Missouri

letters about activities of local con-
gregations. We will mention local George E. Crow,a Houston, TX  Over 40 people have been meeting
congregations as they form or as wattorney and several other professiopach Sabbath at the home IGérl
learn of significant news. Groups listal men have formed a corporatioBeyersdorfer in  Southwestern
ed in this section may have some ddamown as the Worldwide Church oMissouri. They have outgrown the
trines or policies which we cannoGod Texas. Their purpose is to conzapacity of their home and will be
justify from the scriptures, but weplete the paperwork necessary to formeeting in a hall in the near future.
believe most of them are a reasonald@e organization to essentially contirMr. Beyersdorfer can be reached at
place for fellowship with the brethrenue the work that the Worldwide417-623-8888.
We believe the holy spirit will guideChurch of God did for many years.
you in your fellowship decisions if you The corporate bylaws are different sahbath RESt in the west
will study and ask. in some areas to prevent a few men

Please send your stories térom reversing the doctrines of the LETTER: March 14, 1995
Servants’ News, PO Box 65l1&rganization (as we have recently wit- Dear friends,

Springdale, AR 72766. nessed). The bylaws vest control of One of our associates provided me
the corporation in the board of direcwith a copy of your recent letter and
: tors—also called the Council ofpublication. Thank you very much!
United Churches of God b you very

Elders. The Council of Elders would | never cease to marvel at how our
Ray Wooten and over a score ofbe made up of all “ordained” elderbeavenly father manages to provide
other long-time ministers have seesnd any necessary additional advisofljke minds” in various parts of the
the need to continue to be good shepersonnel. The council selects corpoeuntry for us to fellowship with.
herds, teaching the truth and doing thmate officers, approves all ordination¥our approach sounds virtually iden-
work that the Eternal has given to hisnd approves removal of ministers. tical to that which we have taken in
saints. Although he is over 60 years If the holy spirit moves the leaderthe past two years. We have taken
old, Mr. Wooten gave up his retireand their congregations in this direcslightly different names—we refer to
ment to continue to serve the locaion, then Mr. Crow and his associatesurselves as the “scattered brethren”.
brethren and to help other congregare ready to serve. For additional We currently have 9 regulars meet-
tions continue to teach the truth. Heformation, contact George Crowing in our homes in Oregon and there
has expressed his hope that ministeflS19 Miller Ave, Katy, TX 77493, are nine more in Southern California.

everywhere will have the courage t813-391-9564. Others in New Mexico, Wyoming,
teach what they believe to be true and lllinois and Canada.
to consider first their obligation to Kansas Glty congregation Our feast last year on the Oregon

their Father and also to their congre- coast was attended by 51 people and
gations. Gerald Weston, David Burson, what a glorious feast it was.

Mr. Wooten believes that locabnd over 200 other people have been We would very much like to hear
congregations are best served lyeeting independently since the midrom any and all of you, and we
organizing and incorporating (if necele of March in Kansas City, MO.would like to share some of the things
essary) on a local basis, then workingembers drive from a number of outwe have been doing with you. Of
together on a national or internation&ing areas to meet with a congregaourse, we would like reciprocity
basis in areas where a larger grouptien that believes that the law (includfrom you.
more effective. Some of the other meing the Sabbath) was given to us | am enclosing a copy of our latest
in contact with him are in the procedsecause it is good for us and oyrublication. As you can see, we
of setting up their own local congreneighbors. encourage any and all to participate.
gations. Mr. Weston and many long-timePlease put me on your mailing list,

Mr. Wooten meets in Birminghammembers are considering the possibdnd advise whether you wish to con-
with about 175 people each Sabbatiies of working with one of the largetinue receiving the Scattered
You may contact him for more infor-organizations. For more informationBrethren.
mation at205-822-8938 contact Mr. Weston at 816-228-203& Continued on next page
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Sincerely, Ephesians 5 and the questions affect our options for fellowship. Our

—Bob Strelow, 2951 SE Fuller Rcauthority and submission are the topamwvn Biblical understanding of doc-
#47, Portland, OR 97266, 503-777f another article that is nearing contrine is another crucial factor. We will
9262. pletion. No one should ever exert theprobably never find a group of people

REsPONSE: This letter was will upon another just because they atieat we agree with on everything. We
answered with a telephone call. We “in charge.” From our Messiah’s wordshould find a group where we can
agreed to remain on each other’s mail- and life example, we see that the purave a peaceful working relationship
ings list and exchange literature and pose of authority is service (Matt 20:2@&nd where differences do not have to

other information. Phil 2:6-7). We find no scripture wherdecome points of constant division
a righteous person holds up his office ¢gee Romans 14).

Meeting il‘l Montana occupation as a reason for others to Below, we list a number of organi-

obey (never “do it my way because I'mations with many Sabbath-keeping

LETTER: March 21, 1995 an apostle”). | understand Ephesiac®ngregations across the country.

Dear Friends of the Brethren, 5:21 to mean that we should submit 8ome welcome any seriously interest-

My son [name withheld] receivedanyone “in the fear of God"—if anyoneed visitors, others may insist you meet
a letter from your group the other daghows us what the will of the Eternal isertain requirements before attending.
| must say that as being former menfusually via scriptures), then we shoul@ur experience has shown that the
bers of the WWC of G. we were verjear them, regardless of position. acceptance given to visitors varies
impressed with what you had to say. The use of “persons” was inadvetremendously even among congrega-
We had discontinued our membershipnt. The Hebrew word theregaowshe tions of the same organization. If you
in the fall of 1989. We have beemwhich has a meaning like the Englisbay, “they wouldn’t want me to attend
meeting with a few other formemord “man.” It usually means adultvith them,” and never ask, you have
members since then every Sabbatnales, but can be extended to includet been a peacemaker (Matt 5:9). If
The few things that you have mereverybody. It is translated “people” iryou ask to attend and the organization
tioned in your short letter were veryonah 3:5 and persons in Zephaniah 3dfuses you, then they will have to
encouraging because all of thedehink it is unlikely that the “captains’someday explain whether or not they
items we have been discussing included any women. Men were givewere causing division.
great detail. It was very uplifting tathe primary leadership role in Genesis
see others from another area that &8d4.6. Sometimes, when men would not Church of God, 7th Day [Salem
of “one mind.” stand up to do their job, women such &gV]. PO Box 328, Salem, WV

We are interested to see what yolreborah, Jael and Abigail did it for thera6426. 304-782-1411.
views are on other matters such @dudges 4-5, 1Sam 25). | believe men Church of God, International.
1 Cor 14:1 and all of that chaptehave largely misused their authority ové?.O. Box 2530, Tyler TX 75710. 903-
Also, on Eph 5, especially 5:21. women just as they have largely misus8@5-2525

[In your letter] on page 2 paragraphbther positions of authority. They willbe General Conference of the
3 under “Does the Eternal worlheld accountable for this abuse. Howehurch of God 7th Day. PO Box
through one man or one organizatiorgver, 1 Timothy 2:12 and other scri@33677, Denver, CO 80233. 303-452-
you say Moses commanded the peopilees show that leadership responsibit973.
to choose the wise, understanding atids should be given to men if one is General Council of the Church
knowledgeable “persons”. Please emvailable to do the job. Again, this is thef God (7th day). 1827 W. 3rd St.

plain; my Bible says “men” in versesubject for another good article. Meredian, 1D 83642. 208-888-3380.
13. Are you trying to be politically cor- Global Church of God. PO Box
rect or was this an inadvertent error? Places tﬂ Fe"owship 501111, San Diego CA 92150. 619-

We look forward to your response. 675-2222.
—J.T., St. Ignatious, MT  The True Church (assembly of Philadelphia Church of God.PO
believers) are those people with thBox 3700, Edmond OK 73083. 405-
REesPoNsE: Thank you for your holy spirit. The Eternal's people340-7474.
encouragement. We believe that 1 Cashould not create divisions among
inthians 14 and other chapters tell ustlemselves based on the particuldr . i
lot about how Sabbath services shoudrporation or leader they support (;1995 sabbath Keepers nlrectory
be conducted. Many “Church of Godlearn from (1Cor 3). We all have a Hot off the press! The 1995
organizations today have based theieed to fellowship with the Eternal'®irectory of Sabbath-observing
services on the protestant model instepdople and do the work that He haBroups is now available from the
of looking to the scriptures. We intendiven us to do. That can be done wiBible Sabbath Association, RD 1 Box
to write an article on this subjed/e or without a corporate organization. 222, Fairview, OK 73737. This book
would be interested in hearing from  Individual circumstances such alsts many small groups too numerous
others who have studied this matter. distance, family size, health and ac Continued on next page
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to mention here. While some groupss many people are changing the grotigg organization would continue to
in this publication would appear unaaaith which they fellowship—accuratelygrow in truth and they should follow
ceptable to many of our readers, thestimating attendance and facilitietheir minister as long as he appeared
book is a great aid in finding a placaeeded will be difficult. to be following headquarters. They
to fellowship or people to correspond We will publish a list of sitesbelieved that God “backed up” any
with. BSA requests $12 for one bookccepting members without regard ecisions that were made and if they
post-paid. Multiple-copy discountgheir corporate affiliation.If you were wrong, He would correct them
are available. know of other sites that are opento  This concept has been shattered.
If you discover a group that is noany of the Eternal’'s people, pleaseMost brethren now realize that the
in this directory, Friends of thdet us know and we will be glad to Eternal does allow deception among
Brethren would appreciate hearintist them here. We expect a muchhis people to see who is with Him
about it. We will attempt to maintain darger list for the next issue. In addiflCor 11:19). They realize that they
file for the benefit of others lookingtion to this list, some of the organizacannot simply sit back and accept

for a place to attend. tions listed under “Places tavhatever comes our of their leader’s or
Fellowship” may allow you to attendminister's mouth as the Truth. They

injetni i one of their sites. must “try the spirits” (1 Jn 1:4).
Tape MmlStl‘les Avallable The festival dates are listed wittMembers are going to want to see

If you are not able to fellowshipeach site as multiple calendar systerseriptural proof before they change
with a Sabbath-keeping group tham use among the Eternal's peopléoctrines or practices or before they
feeds you, there are organizations thalease be sure to verify that the datebey an apparently arbitrary command
will send tapes on a weekly basis, plus the Feast you plan to attend corref a local minister. After so many just
provide other literature. While we d@pond to your understanding of thmen have been “disfellowshipped” for
not endorse every teaching of theg&ernal’s calendafWe are not trying simply talking about the same doc-
organizations, we feel there is mucio say that one calendar system is &#nes they had believed for 10 years,
to be learned from them: good as another, Many individual§ear of disfellowshipment from a

have sincerely studied the scripturdsuman organization has also faded.
Christian Biblical Church of God. and arrived at different conclusions. As most ministers are now seeking
PO Box 1442, Hollister, CAThe Eternal honored alterations to hiso work within organizations where
95024. 408-637-1875. festivals when the intent was goadithey cannot be removed by one man
Church of the Great God. PO Box (2Chr 30:1-3,20,23,27) but confor any reason, so members are seek-
471846. Charlotte, NC 28247demned those with an evil interihg congregations where they cannot
800-878-8220 or 704-544-2100 (1Kngs 12:32-33,13:1-3). It is not oube removed by one man for any rea-
Congregation of God Seventh Day. job to judge people for the understandon. Now that there are multiple simi-
PO Box 2345, Kennesaw, GAng they have deduced from the scrifar organizations, it is unlikely that

30144. ture on this rather complex subject.] members will remain in an organiza-
Cornerstone Publications. 3802 o tion that treats them unjustly.(as

Olive Street, Texarkana, Tx FeastSites in Order by State: defined by scripture).

75503. Florida, Destin. October 9-16. We encourage men that have made

Contact James Rector, 380their living in church organizations to
This list is by no means complete.  Olive St, Texarkana, TX 75503.examine themselves and ask “Will |
There are many others. Also, most @regon, (coast). Details to be final- be an effective leader if members are
the larger organizations listed under ized soon. not forced to follow me?” How can a
“Places to Fellowship” have cassettsouth Carolina, Myrtle Beach. member, whose minister commanded
tape programs. Contact John Pinkston, PO Bokim to quit his job to keep the
2345, Kennesaw, GA 30144. Sabbath, trust a “minister” who will
PeaSt Uf Tahemaﬂles Texas. Details to be finalized soon. not oppose major errors jus_t to keep
his job? If you cooperated in disfel-
A number of organizations and indiwe have leads to several other sitedowshipping members for clinging to
viduals are making arrangements for the  which will be announced in the the Truth, can they now look to you as
Feast of Tabernacles this year. We nextissue. a reliable source of truth?
encourage everyone to ask for the The scripture is clear: each man'’s
Eternal’'s guidance and then attend in tlufhange cuming fUl‘ the MiniStl'y work will be judged and a greater
place He leads you. If you are looking judgement falls on the leaders (1Cor
for a place to attend, there are a number Only a few years ago, many (bus:11-15, Ezk 24:7-11, Jms 3:1). While
of groups that will welcome anyone thatot all) of our brethren believed that may be possible to fool many of our
is seriously interested in participatinghe Eternal worked primarily througtsubordinates and associates, we can-
We will all need some patience this yeane organization. They believed thatot fool our Father in Heaven.



The Eternal Has Not Given Up:

£ SAPPATH . ..

A friend had recently given me and
copies of two papers that attempted
minimize or abolish the need for cor

verted people to keep the Sabbath
abstain from unclean meats. | four
the position of these papers untenal

for several reasons.

First, Heb 4:9 clearly states thi
“there remains therefore a keeping
the Sabbath for the people of God” (li
eral translation). | believe that in thishree annual pilgrim feasts.) Acts 20:Bherefore, the weekly Sabbath and
verse the Greek worsabbatismog‘a indicates that the Days of Unleavendtie holy days were in existence before
keeping of the Sabbath”) has a duBkead were still in effect. IN Actsthe old covenant was ratified.
reference: (1) &teral reference to the20:16, Paul hurries to be in Jerusalem Fourth, Bible prophecy indicates
seventh day weekly Sabbath, and (2¥é& the Day of Pentecost. In that the weekly Sabbath and the holy
typicd reference to the seventh millencorinthians 5:8, we have an actuaays will be observed under the New
nium as a 7th day weekly Sabbatew Testament command to keep ti@stament during the millennium (cf.
based on the 1,000-year day teachifgast of Unleavened Breadsa 66:23; Ezk 44:24, 45:17,21,25;
of 2Pet 3:8. However, as JamiesoGoncerning the New Testamem6;1,3,9; Zech 14:16,19)
Fausset, and Brown explain, th@i- observance of the weekly Sabbath, we Finally the idea that “Christians
cal reference does not do away withave Paul's example. In Acts 13:14hat don't keep the Sabbath aren’'t any
theliteral reference (emphasis added)when Paul and his party came tess Christian” is simply not support-
“This verse [Heb 4.9] indirectly estabAntioch, they “went into the syna-ed by scripture. Most of professing
lishes the obligation of the Sabbatjogue on the Sabbath day.” Th€hristendom observes Sunday as their
still; for the type continues until the Gentiles of Antioch begged Paul tday of worship. For many years many
antitype supersedes itso legal sacri- preach to them “the next Sabbatlpeople have understood that Sunday
fices continued till the great antitypicajverse 42). Acts 17:2 says that it wagorship is the “mark of the beast”
Sacrifice superseded it. As then tiRaul's custom to go to the synagogyRev 19:20). ABiblical interpretation
antitypical heavenly Sabbath rest [i.eon the Sabbath. Acts 18:4 says that the symbols found in Revelation
the seventh millennium] will not be tillPaul reasoned with both Jevesmd 13:2, together with the events of actu-
Christ, our Gospel “Joshua,” comes tGreeks in the synagogue evenal history prove that the beast of
usher us into it, the typical earth\sabbath. Revelation 13;2 is the Roman Empire.
Sabbath must continue till then.” Third, it is incorrect to call theThe “mark” of this beast is nothing

Second, we have scriptures proGabbath and the holy days “oltess than Sunday worship. In AD 321,
ing a New Testament observance ebvenant forms of worship.” The oldConstantine, emperor of the Roman
both the annual and weekly Sabbathsopvenant was not ratified untiEmpire, made Sunday the official
Concerning the annual Sabbaths, ovEkodus 24:7-8, yet the Passover afday of rest” and people were forced
50 daysafter the crucifixion,God the Feast of Unleavened Bread wete universally accept it. We know
honored the annual Sabbath afstituted in Exodus 12. And thdrom history that the Roman Catholic
Pentecost by sending His holy spirisraelites were given the seventh d&hurch, the 2-horned-lamb dragon
(Acts 2:1-4). In Acts 18:21, Paubabbath in Exodus 16. In Exoduseast of Rev 13;11, by exercising the
expresses concern about keeping “this:27-28, when some of the Israelitesuthority of the Roman Empire (Rev
coming feast in Jerusalem.” (The fagtent out on the seventh day to gath&B:12), forced people to accept
that Paul was concerned about beipganna, the Eternal asked MoseSunday worship. In AD 365, the
in Jerusalemfor the feast strongly“How long do you refuse to keep Mytwenty-ninth canon of the Council of
suggests a reference to one of teemmandments and My laws?lLaodicea anathematized all who
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would “Judaize by resting on thdrom unclean meat” are hard to considered unclean. Therefore, how
Sabbath.” prehend. Look at the millenniatould the holy spirit inspire state-
Does Sunday worship mean anyrophecy found in Isaiah 66:16-181ents about unclean and hated birds
thing to the Eternal? “If anyone wor{emphasis added): “For by fire and bif such distinctions were no longer
ships the beast and his image, ahtls sword the Lord will judge allvalid?
receives his mark on his forehead flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall What | see happening among some
on his hand, he himself shall alsbe many. ‘Those who sanctify themsf the “Churches of God” today
drink of the wine of the wrath of Godselves and purify themselves, to go teminds me of what happened during
which is poured out full strength intdhe gardens after an idol in the middihe Maccabean era among the
the cup of His indignation. He shall beating swines’ flesh and the abomi-Hellenizing Jews; there are some
tormented with fire and brimstone imation and the mouse, shall be con-exact parallels. The apostate Jews
the presence of the holy angels and samed together,’says the Lord. For Iwere profaning the Sabbath (1 Macc
the presence of the Lamb” (Rev 14:%now their works and their thoughtsl:43) and the feast days (v. 45). (The
10). True Believers are supposed tbshall be that | will gather all nation$dooks of Maccabees can be found in a
get the victory over the “beast, ovesnd tongues; and they shall come at@dnslation that includes the
his image and over his mark” (Regee My glory.” “Apocrypha.” They are useful for
15:2). While the papers | read indica their historic value.) The orthodox
ed that we should not accept the di . Jews “fully resolved and confirmed in
comfort of poverty to keep th If the dletary themselves not to eat any unclean
Sabbath, the scriptures tell us that vi thing. Wherefore they chose rather to
tory over the beast may literally co laws had been re- die, that they might not be defiled

Ius ourhheadsl(edrrf]]phasishadrc]ieéi)t:) “Ar pealed, no crea- with mek.;ats_ (vv.6h2,63|’5). Thely tgzlid not
saw the souls ahose who had beer stop obeying the Eternal because
beheadedfor their witness to Jesus ture could be things got difficult. The apostasy of

and for the word of God, who had n described as ‘“the the Hellenized Jews led to the calami-
worshiped the beast or his imaged ties suffered under Antiochus

H 5 ”
had not received his mark on thei abomination. Epiphanes (1 Macc 1;11-16; Dan
foreheads or in their hands{Rev 11:30-31). Those that repeat that same
20:4). apostasy today will likely suffer under

In brief, if true Christians are not This is a prophecy for the neathe “man of sin” (2Thes 2:1-4). It is
worshipping on Sunday, then thefuture. How can the Eternal describgot a matter of the apostasy reaching
must be worshipping on God's sewsomething being eaten as “tha certain “fullness” (Dan 8:23). | do
enth-day Sabbath. abomination” unless the very dietarpot know what constitutes this “full-

Reasonings allowing the breakintaws are still in full force and effeciness,” but once it is reached the beast
of the Sabbath to keep one’s job athat tell us exactly which creatureand the man of sin will appear.
entirely humanistic; they are noare dietary abominations? If the The Bible predicted that there
based on God’'s word. The Eternaldietary laws had been repealed, moould “be false teachers among you,
servants had “trial of mockings andreature could be described as “theho will secretly bring in destructive
scourgings, yes, and of chains arabomination,” now or in the imme-eresies” (2 Pet 2:1); that these
imprisonment. They were stonedjiate future. The Hebrew for “abomuntaught and unstable teachers would
they were sawn in two, were temptedhation” here issheqgets,the same twist the scriptures (2 Pet 3;16); and
were slain with the sword. They warword that is used eight times ithat they would depart from the faith
dered about in sheepskins ardeviticus 11, the chapter describingnd give heed to deceiving spirits and
goatskins, being destitute, afflictedjnclean meats. The abomination toctrines of demons, speaking lies in
tormented—of whom the world wastill the abomination at the beginhypocrisy (1 Tim 4:1). “Many will
not worthy. They wandered in desertsing of the Messianic age, thusome ... and will deceive many” (Matt
and mountains, in dens and caves pfoving that the dietary laws hav@4:5).
the earth” (Heb 11:36-38). Theseot been repealed. These are strong words, but they
humanistic positions make a mockery A New Testament witness thaare all from the scriptures. Deceived
of these examples of faith. He is saymnclean animals are still unclean cgreople think they are doing the right
ing that we cannot trust the Eternal foe found in Revelation 18:2. This texhing, they do not know they are
bless us and take care of us when wescribes Babylon as “a cage of evedgceived. Everyone needs to study the
obey Him. unclean and hated bird.” Accordingscriptures and pray to our Father for

to the dietary laws of Deuteronomyleliverance from deception. Do not
Eating Unclean Meats? 14:12-19, birds like the eagle, the vutrust us or anyone else to seek the

Statements such as “the scripturésre, the buzzard, and the raven wetrith for you.

do not require Christians to abstainot to be eaten. They were to be con- —James R. Calvert



How Should We Bear Fruit?

Most religions of the world teach in some way that there are two classes
of people: an “ordained” ministry or priesthood responsible for teaching
others—harvesting their Father’s fields, and a lay-membership
responsible for physical service and financial support. What does the
Bible say? For what kind of fruit is each person responsible?

Before we begin talking aboutvill continue into the thousand yearsvery man had gained by trading.
bearing fruit, we need to establish tha&f Messianic rule. Then came the first, saying, ‘Master,
scriptural need to bear fruit. “I am the your mina has earned ten minas.” And
true vine, and My Father is the vine- Rewarded Accordingto Works  he said to him, ‘Well done, good ser-
dresser. Every branch in Me that does Salvation comes by grace, througbant; because you were faithful in a
not bear fruit He takes away; anthith, not because of our works (Ephery little, have authority over ten
every branch that bears fruit H@:8-9). But the purpose for our salvaities.” And the second came, saying,
prunes, that it may bear more fruition is so that we can do good work§laster, your mina has earned five
You are already clean because of tiigph 2:10). Indeed, we will beminas.’ Likewise he said to him, ‘You
word which | have spoken to yourewarded according to the works thailso be over five cities.” Then another
Abide in Me, and | in you. As thewe do: “For no other foundation cagame, saying, ‘Master, here is your
branch cannot bear fruit of itselfanyone lay than that which is laidnina, which | have kept put away in a
unless it abides in the vine, neithevhich is Jesus Christ. Now if anyonbandkerchief. For | feared you,
can you, unless you abide in Me. | atuilds on this foundation with goldbecause you are an austere man. You
the vine, you are the branches. Hadiver, precious stones, wood, hagpllect what you did not deposit, and
who abides in Me, and | in him, bearstraw, each one’s work will becomeeap what you did not sow.” And he
much fruit; for without Me you can domanifest; for the Day will declare itsaid to him, ‘Out of your own mouth |
nothing. If anyone does not abide ihecause it will be revealed by firewill judge you, you wicked servant.
Me, he is cast out as a branch andasd the fire will test each one’s workyou knew that | was an austere man,
withered; and they gather them araf what sort it isIf anyone’s work is collecting what | did not deposit and
throw them into the fire, and they arburned, he will suffer loss; but he reaping what I did not sow. Why then
burned. If you abide in Me, and Myhimself will be saved, yet so asdid you not put my money in the
words abide in you, you will ask whathrough fire. Do you not know that bank, that at my coming | might have
you desire, and it shall be done fgrou are the temple of God and that tloellected it with interest?” And he
you. By this My Father is glorified Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1Corsaid to those who stood by, ‘Take the
that you bear much fruit; so you 3:11-16). mina from him, and give it to him
will be My disciples’ (John 15:1-8) This concept is illustrated throughvho has ten minas.’ (But they said to

What happens if those with thé¢he parable of the minas. While thkim, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) ‘For
Holy Spirit do not bear fruit? Ourparable is long, every word is worth say to you, that to everyone who has
Father, like a good man tending armeading. It should be “required readwill be given; and from him who does
orchard, digs about us and puts ing” for anyone that feels there is naot have, even what he has will be
some manure (Luke 13:6-9). If we, ineal work that can be done now.  taken away from him. But bring here
this life occasionally feel as if we are “A certain nobleman went into ahose enemies of mine, who did not
getting more than our share of dig&r country to receive for himself avant me to reign over them, and slay
and manure, this may be what is hakingdom and to return. So he callethem before me™ (Luke 19:12-27).
pening to us. The purpose of these tten of his servants, delivered to them Now that we can see that we must
als is not to make our lives miserabléen minas, and said to them, ‘Do busbear fruit, what kinds of fruit can we
but to help us bear fruit. We must ness till | come.” But his citizensbhear? Some kinds are well known and
remember that we have a purpose fbated him, and sent a delegation afteritten about often; others we may
being here. “But you are a chosemm, saying, ‘We will not have thisnot discuss as much as we should. We
generation, a royal priesthood, a holyan to reign over us.” And so it waseed to understand all of them to be
nation, His own special people, thahat when he returned, havingn active part of the Eternal's work.
you may proclaim the praises of Himeceived the kingdom, he then com-
who called you out of darkness intmanded these servants, to whom he Praise to the Eternal
His marvelous light” (1Pet 2:9).had given the money, to be called to “Therefore by Him let us continu-
Revelation 20:6 shows this priesthodam, that he might know how muctlally offer the sacrifice of praise to
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God, that is, the fruit of our lips, givvaluable, but many other writers havehurch organization for any length of
ing thanks to His name” (Heb 13:15)written on this subject and this articléme have heard more than enough
Singing songs, reciting poems, andill take more time with some of theabout this type of fruit.
offering prayers are things very pleasess-studied areas.
ing to the Eternal. The largest book in Peonle are Fruit Too!
the Bible is essentially a collection of Truth This title is not an insult to the
praises to our Maker. When men such “For you were once darkness, bdtuman race, but a summary of the
as David and Hezekiah were vemgow you are light in the Lord. Walk asnany places where people who learn
near death, what did they promise tlahildren of light (for the fruit of thethe Truth are called the fruit of those
Eternal in exchange for their life? Dicpirit is in all goodness, righteousthat the Eternal works through to
they promise to “be good?” To dmess, and truth), proving what iseach them. “After these things the
great works in His name? Ndhey acceptable to the Lord” (Eph 5:8-10).ord appointed seventy others also,
promised to sing Him praises if h@his passage mentions three fruitand sent them two by two before His
redeemed their life (Ps 6:1-5, 30:8-1@;00dness and righteousness wefiace into every city and place where
88:10-18, Isa 38:3,18-20). included in the previous section, butle Himself was about to go. Then He
While not all have musical skillstruth is something different. A persosaid to them,The harvest is truly
many do have skills that they are netho is drawing near to the Eternajreat, but the laborers are few;
using. Almost everyone can read thend obeying Him will begin to undertherefore pray the Lord of the harvest
Psalms and praise God in personstand more truth. to send out laborers into His harvest.
prayer. Some have skills for writing “However, when He, th&pirit of Go your way; behold | send you out
that they should be using. While itruth, has come, Hevill guide you aslambs among wolves™ (Luke 10:1-
should beour best effort that we giveinto all truth ; for He will not speak 3). John 4:35-38 records a different
to the Eternal, there is no scripturen His own authority, but whatevebut similar story,: the fields being
that says we cannot praise the Eterrtdé hears He will speak; and He willwhite and ready for harvest.”
because another “does it better.” Evdell you things to come” (John 16:13). Paul refers to those he has taught
though there are many religions thdtt is interesting that neither the scripas “his fruit” in Romans 1:13: “Now |
make great shows of praising Gotlires nor the leadership are listed d® not want you to be unaware,
while teaching little of his truth, thathe path tall truth, although certain- brethren, that | often planned to come
should not stop us from David-styldy His word is Truth (John 17:17), ando you (but was hindered until now),
energy-filled praises. The scripturgve are commanded to study the scrifitat | might have some fruit among
supports this (2Sam 6:12-22, Psaltares (2 Tim 2:15). you also, just as among the other
98, 148, etc.). We should encourage Proverbs 23:23 tells us to “Buy th&entiles.”
each other in these areas, rather thianth, and do not sell it, also wisdom The parable of the sewer appears to

be “scale of 1 to 10" judges. and instruction and understandingfit into this analogy (Matt 13:3-9, 18-
Since Bible translators have nd?3). Seeds are scattered in many
Personal Righteousness always understood the truth in whatlaces, but only those on good ground

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, they were translating, we sometimagow. “But he who received seed on
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness)eed to try our best to find the meanhe good ground is he who hears the
goodness, faithfulness, gentlenessg of the original writings. We learnword and understands it, who indeed
self-control. Against such there is nwhat it means to “buy the truth”: mulbears fruit and produces: some a hun-
law” (Gal 5:22-23). This is a familiartiple translations, concordancesredfold, some sixty, some thirty”
scripture and rightly so. Everyonavord-books, histories, etc. Once w@Matt 13:23). A good seed produces
wants friends and neighbors that atearn some truth, we should give ihore seeds like itself. For a man whose
like this. We should all strivio have away to those who want it. Do nofruit is to bring others to the truth, does
these fruits. There are at least thre@ester people that do not want to heaot this mean that during his lifetime
other scriptures that plainly show that (they may not be ready yet—Johhe should teach 30, 60 or 100 others?
righteousness is a fruit to be desirelb:12) or your “new truth” may be and for those that do not teach direct-
(Phil 1:11, Heb 12:11, Jms 3;18). Thmistake. On the opposite side, trutly, should we not be a positive influ-
thirteenth chapter of Corinthianshould not be a money-making prop@nce on 30, 60 or 100 others?
leaves no doubt that we can have aition. If we have freely received of
kinds of other great works and if wéhe Eternal, freely give (Mt 10:8). Who Bears the Fruit?
do not havelove for our neighbor We are all responsible to bear fruit.
(which is the fulfilling of the Financial Support Some fruits are individual, and some
law—Rom 13:10, Gal 5;14), all of our Scriptures about this fruit includecan be harvested as a group. “Personal
other great works are nothing. 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Rom 12:8righteousness” we must bear our-

A study of each of the fruits men45;25-28 and 1 Corinthians 9:6-14elves (though some organizations
tioned in Galatians 5 would be quit&lost people who have been within have tried to “enforce righteousness”
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with a myriad of enforced regula*wasting” more than half of the fundften do this very thing. It may “hurt”
tions). Most of the other fruits can béhat came to it. They stopped attenthe branch when it is cut off and the
achieved on either a personal oriag and supporting it—planning tdoranch may bear little fruit that
group basis. bear fruit themselves. When difficulyear—many of the resources of the
“But what do you think? A manties and trials came along, their effortsranch are devoted to restrengthening
had two sons, and he came to the firgtased altogether. Their first estaits connection with the vine. But later,
and said, ‘Son, go, work today in myas better then their ladt.is better the branch is far move productive
vineyard.” He answered and said, tb be a part of a big organization than it ever could have been in its for-
will not,” but afterward he regretted ithat is 50% effective than to look mer location.
and went. Then he came to the secoditectly to the Father for leadership The lesson we can learn from this
and said likewise. And he answerdaut end up doing nothing.We must analogy is to not resist the
and said, ‘I go, sir,’” but he did not gonever forget Paul’s instructions imHusbandman if it is time for Him to
Which of the two did the will of hisl Corinthians 3, quoted near th&move our branch.” It may be in our
father?” They said to Him, “Thebeginning of this article: “lnyone’s best interests to begin serving in anoth-
first.” Jesus said to them, “Assuredlyyvork which he has built on it enduresgr capacity, with a different group of
| say to you that tax collectors antle will receive a reward.” If yourpeople, or in a different place. It is easy
harlots enter the kingdom of Godwork” is largely contributing to for us to be comfortable where we are
before you. For John came to you ianother organization, then you shoukhd think that we must always be there.
the way of righteousness, and you dfthd out if that organization is bearindut if he moves us to a new place on
not believe him; but tax collectors anttuit. If your work is as an individualthe vine, then we should not long to be
harlots believed him; and when yoor small group, you must stay close fa the old location but settle in to our
saw it, you did not afterward relenthe Eternal and be diligent to keepew location, redirect our leaves to
and believe him.” (Matt 21:28-32) moving forward. catch the sun, and take advantage of
The Messiah was addressing, “Do not be deceived, God is nothe new opportunity to bear fruit.
among others, the chief priests in thmocked; for whatever a man sows, Other people may recognize that
temple. If there was an equivalent tothat he will also reap. For he wheheir branch is in a “tight place” and
“big church organization” at that timesows to his flesh will of the flesh reapask” the husbandman to move them
it was them. They could trace theicorruption, but he who sows to thelsewhere. They are elated when they
genealogy back to Aaron and sho®pirit will of the Spirit reap everlast-move to a new place on the vine. But
how the Eternal commanded them fag life. And let us not grow wearyonce we have a new place, we need to
be teachers of the people (Mal 2:7vhile doing good, for in due seasohe about the business of bearing fruit,
By contrast, John the Baptist was ame shall reap if we do not lose heamot about the business of looking for
“independent upstart.” Though thd&herefore, as we have opportunity, lget another place.
son of a priest, he had simple taste s do good to all, especially to those There is no “perfect” place on the
clothes and food, and he spoke notwho are of the household of faithVine. Some places receive morning

the temple, but in the wilderness. Hgsal 6:7-10). sun, others afternoon sun; some
spoke against the established leader- places have lots of wind, others do
ship (Mat 3:4-10). But who will enter He Is the Vine, not; some are visible to the outside
the kingdom of God first, those that We Are the Branches world, others are shielded. A branch

listened to the organization historical- We must always remember that athay need to be moved more than
ly established by the Eternal (thef the articles, exhortations and oth@nce in its lifetime for it to keep bear-
priests, now corrupt), or those that lighligent efforts we can muster will noing fruit, but a branch that moves
tened to a preacher of the “way giroduce good fruit unless it is done bgvery year (or more) is unlikely to
righteousness”? the power of His spirit. “I am the vinepear any significant fruit.

While large organizations tooyou are the branches. He who abides If we are not in a place where we
often lead people astray, do not think Me, and | in him, bears much fruitcan grow and bear fruit, we need to
that small organizations or individuafor without Me you can do nothing"ask the Husbandman to put us in a
efforts automatically stay on track(John 15:5). place where we can do it. Once there,
The New Testament has plenty of sto- If a branch is well-connected to theve make sure we have a good con-
ries of individuals and small groupsine, it will naturally bear fruit. All nection with the vine. The fruit will
that became lost on their own idedbe fruit needs is the light of Truth andome. We need not worry about other
and did not bear fruit (Matt 19:16-22room to grow, the vine providesranches that appear to have more or
Luke 14:16-20, Luke 13;1-2, Actseverything else. A shaded branch thigss fruit—the Husbandman will tend
19:13-16). Read these stories if yagets no light or a crowded branch witto them. “By this My Father is glori-

have any doubt! no room to bear fruit may have to bfed, that you bear much fruit; so you
More than once | have seen peopisoved to a new location on the vinavill be My disciples” (John 15:8).
discover that their organization wa# good husbandman (the Father) will —Norman S. Edwards
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faith without your works, and | will showers into believing they have differences
you my faith by my works” (James 3:18)that they do not have. (e.g. Bob the Sower
We do not consider any part of théells Mary that he thinks John does not
Bible archaic. If we are misusing scriplike her.) Our effort is to teach significant
ture—reading in meanings that are ndiblical truth and let individuals make

L tt |
there, please let ustheir own choices about their beliefs,

& Responses know which verses youfriends and congregational attendance.

are referring to. We  LETTER: How can you justify what
cannot “improve upon” you are doing in light of Phil 1:15-18?
Paul taught the value and importance
of preaching Christ, even when for
wrong motives! Yet you attack the
WCG, a Christian group, because in

We print a representative sampling dflis word.
our mail—both positive and negative. We LETTER: All Christians agree on
do not include names unless we are fairtlgany important issues, but you seem
sure that the writer would not object. Wenable to see anything but the differ-

include our response to each letter in thisices. Many of us have been there -
type-style. With long letters, we maydone that - & repented. Emphasis on
answer each paragraph as the letter pfobedience to the law” rather than
ceeds rather than deal with all of the topiededience to Christ is divisive. You
at once. We have selected a title for eabhte the changes involving Sabbath
letter for easy reference. If writers supplgbservance and dietary practices.

your opinion, it preaches too much
about Christ (through whom alone is
salvation - Acts 4:12) and too little
about the law (though which no one is
justified - Acts 13:39, Rom 3:20, Gal
2:16; 3:11&24; 5:14).

their own title, we will be happy to use it. These seem to be your “great com- REespPoNnse: We rejoice as Paul did in

More Grace, Less Law

LETTER: March 21, 1995
Dear So Called Friends,

Our friends do not write us anony-
mously. Especially with unsolicited pro-
paganda attacking our true friends, and
Christians as Paul defined them in

mandments.” Have you forgotten
Proverbs 6:16-19 - the seven things
God hates and refers to as “abomina-
tions” (KJV). Do you find Sabbath-
breaking, eating pork or shrimp men-
tioned here? Note carefully what is
included in verse 19 (and many other
places including Galatians 5:20)
“sowing discord among brethren.”

Philippians when Christ is preached.
Anyone that reads his words is learning
truth. While we feel many “Christian”
groups do not understand His message, the
world has benefitted by the many Bibles,
histories, and other writings they have
made available. We do not attack specific
groups, but teach what we read in the scrip-
tures. We believe that salvation comes

REspPonse: We do not try to empha-from His grace, not from our keeping of the
size differences, but when we are talkingw. Through the power of the holy spirit,
about fundamental issues, truth and errae can keep His law and eventually, “you
are going to be different! Our Messiakhall be perfect, just as your Father in heav-
said “Do you suppose that | came to given is perfect” (Matt 5:48).
peace on earth? | tell you, not at all, but LETTER: You want the
rather division” (Luke 12:51). We see onlaw/Sabbath/holydays to be the
reason why He allows some divisions igign/badge of your discipleship? That
1 Corinthians 11:18-19. The scripturak your prerogative. Who has forbid-
teaching regarding Sabbath observanden them you? | love and observe
tion of proof-texts for support of old and dietary practices has not changatiem too, but they are not the sign of
covenant type obedience to the law. Some, like David and Paul, have lovenhy discipleship. These are no more

REspPoNsE: Thank you for your letter the law (Ps 119:97, Rom 7:12) and benfsrbidden than is eating whole wheat
that well-defines your understanding. Wited from it. We encourage others to folflour or avoiding doctors. You are free
did not put any names on the lettdow their practice. to observe the law -- any or all of
because we felt the message was much The very same Hebrew word fothem. But you will never be free,
more important than the messenger. Védomination (tow'ebal) used in Proverbsfrom a scriptural standpoint, to stir
have not withheld our names from an§:16 is also used in Deuteronomy 14:8p division among brethren!  And
that asked. We are not afraid to preach &llhou shalt not eat anybominable none will ever be justified by obedi-
of the good news (gospel) mentioned ihing.” A description of what to eat andnce to the law. (Eph 2:8-9)
the Scriptures. In the Bible we find thavhat not to eat follows this verse. Proverbs Response: The Sabbath is given as a
expressions “gospel of grace,” “gospel afoes not say “only seven things,” so waign to show that the Eternal has set us
peace,” “gospel of the kingdom,” “gospeinust conclude that these eight things aagart (Ex 31:13); our love for the brethren
of Christ,” “gospel of God,” and “gospelmany others expressed elsewhere in tisea sign that we are His disciples (John
of salvation.” The world has witnesse®ible are all abominations to the Eternal.13:35). The law of the Lord is perfect, con-
hundreds of years of the preaching of a The great commandmentsere quot- verting the soul... (Ps 19:7). The Feasts are
Gospel of grace without the gospel of thed by our Saviour from Deuteronomy 6:& time of joy (Deut 16:13-15). We and
kingdom or the law or God. “Christian"and Leviticus 19:18; “...on these twanany others have believed these truths for
nations sent their armies to fight eactommandments hang all the Law and tf2® or more years. Within the last few years
other, with the blessings of their “new tef?rophets’—the entire “old covenant” ishere has been great division as new teach-
tament” ministry—neither looking to thebased on love of our Father and owrs have ceased teaching these truths and
Biblical law that could prevent the conneighbor (Matt 22:36-40.) We believe ifbegan teaching a Gospel of “accept Christ
flict. “But someone will say, ‘You haveliving by “every word of God” (Matt 4:4). and don't worry about what he taught.”
faith, and | have works.” Show me youSowing discord is lying or deceiving oth Continued on next page
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Rom 7. Why do you not sign your
names to your correspondence? Are
you afraid? Are you ashamed to
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
gospel of grace and peace (Rom 1:16;
Eph 6;15, Acts 20:24)? Why are you
only comfortable preaching about “the
old covenant law” as if it were that
which saves. In my opinion your letter
is riddled with borrowed archaic collec-



SERVANTS NEWS

But our Saviour has a purpose in thes¥e tried to make it very clear in page 6 of

divisions (1Cor 11:18-19).

LETTER: Although | can certainly
respect any honest effort to follow
one’s conscience as they feel God is
directing it, it is difficult to respect
those whose conscience permits criti-
cism of Christians whose “sin” is
overemphasizing Christ, and stress-
ing what he and the apostle empha-
sized -- love your neighbor as your-
self. All who want to be respected
must obey Christ, stop attacking
Christians, and upgrade any law-cen-
tered message to a Christ-centered
message.

Pleased to See Initiative

March 15, 1995

our letter that we did not have all of the
answers. We do not believe in pronoun&ETTER:

ing public judgments on individuals oDear fellow servant,
organizations (see first article on page 1 Mr. David Truan of the Seventh
of this issue.) | think many need to groWay Christian Assembly of the Church
in doctrinal toleration as described iof God (Knoxville, Tennessee) gave
Romans 14, but 2John 7-11 shows thate a copy of the letter you sent to
when people no longer believe Christ wasm. | found it to be well written and
here in the flesh, you should avoid thenBiblically sound. | took it upon myself

LeTTER: |look forward to the time
when all will understand the admoni-
tion to “speak the same thing...that
there be no divisions”. Is salvation
really so complicated? Is it more than
life changing faith in the resurrected

REesPoNsE: Thank you for your and active Jesus Christ as a result of
respect. We respect your sincere presenitlis supreme sacrifice - made for the
tion. We respect the sincere efforts of bifergiveness of sin (pride, selfishness,
lions of people over the past 2000 yeavanity, greed, etc. or absence of love),
that have taught a Christ-centered messafgEmonstrating his awesome love for
and taught others to love their neighbor as in terms we humans can easily
themselves. When their love correspondediderstand? (John 15:13 no greater
to the Eternal’s love, this was a wonderflibve...lay down life for sabbath?)

to fax a copy to my Christian brother
and pastor, Mr. John Pinkston, of the
Congregation of God Seventh Day in
Kennesaw (Atlanta) Georgia. | hope
that you don’t mind.

While | am always pleased to learn
of another person of like mind spiritu-
ally, | am distressed at the circum-
stances which are forcing many
brethren to leave the organizations
which in times past have served to
take the Gospel to the called ones. |
am thankful to see that some few are
taking the initiative to reach out to oth-

thing. Unfortunately, without the law, peo- RESPONSE: |, too, look forward to a ers in an effort to unite for fellowship
ple often do not know how to love théime when we can all speak the sanand Bible study. May the Eternal bless
Eternal or their neighbor. | have talkething—probably the thousand years whehose efforts with success.

with people that have studied the Greake Messiah will rule and “the earth shall be | have enclosed an audio tape of a
words for adultery and fornication andull of the knowledge of the Lord” (Isasermon | gave on February 18, 1995
believe there is nothing in the new testd1:9). If what our Father wants of us is @8 the Kennesaw church. Just that
ment that prevents a single person frosimple as you describe, the Bible woulghorning an article appeared in the
having sex with multiple partners as longeed to be only one chapter or maybe oKkeoxville newspaper regarding how
as there is “love” in the relationship and book. But He gave us 1189 chaptershanges in the Worldwide Church
is not “perverse.” | have talked with homoE€oncepts are “here a little, there a little” ardbctrine were causing large decreas-
sexuals that see no scriptural need taost of us must study in “another tongue&’s in income and liquidation of many
change their ways as long as they are trugEnglish, not Hebrew or Greek] (Is 28:9ehurch holdings. We had been hear-
ing in Christ's grace. “Christian” nationsll1). Even after the understanding of salvaeg even more disturbing reports of
have a very poor track record for lovingon, Paul told Timothy that “from child-enormous losses of members who
their neighbors—they lost the knowledgkood you have known the Holy Scripturespparently had reached the end of
of what sin is (1Jn 3:4). We emphasize thenly the Old Testament existed] which their ability to hang on in the face of
law because most English-speaking peopee able to make you wise for salvation..drastic changes in doctrine and policy.
know about the Savior, but they do nd2 Tim 3:15). John 15:13 does not requitday the Eternal protect each one and

know about the value of the law.
LerteEr: Please put an end to
suggesting that anyone who does not
agree with your doctrinal view, lacks
honesty and integrity in their personal
bible study. 1t is arrogant, and your
denial makes it no less true. The book
of Acts with its’ history of ever-present
honest controversy (and some not so
honest) led the church to understand
the importance of tolerance (Rom 14),
and at other times to doctrinal

us to lay down our life for the Sabbath, byirovide fellowship, and even growth,
Rev 14:9-13 probably does. It is very cleas a result of these trying times.

in these verses that it is better to lay down | pray that God will bless you with
your life rather than accept the “mark of thecreased understanding and spiritual
beast.” Even if Sunday-worship is not thgrowth. Please let me know if there is
“mark of the beast” we still must be willingany way in which | may be of service
to die rather than accept that “mark.” o you.

believe what the opening chapters of this Sincerely in Jesus Christ's name,
book say: it was given so His servants —Kenneth W Swiger, TN
would know what is happening, and there is

a blessing for reading this book dkekp- REespPonsE: Thank you for your let-

ing [doing] what it says.
LETTER: | pray this letter might

ter, tape and prayer. We have heard many
“disturbing reports” as well, but we
strengthen your faith in Jesus Christ. encourage all of our readers to get first-
—R. W., Murfreesboro, TN hand information wherever possible.
REspPonse: Thank you for your gen-Some of these “reports” are inaccurate
uine concern. May the Eternal bless yand overblown. We hope others will join
as you continue to study and “live byith your approach of asking the Eternal
every word of God.” to protect each one as he sees fit.
—Norman S. Edwards —Norman S. Edwards

changes and growth in the early
Christian church (Acts 15). Your
approach slams the door to honest
discussion of issues which could pro-
mote growth, and help inspire
stronger faith driven works which
glorify Christ!

REsPoNsE: We are not sure which of
our statements you are objecting to here.
Page 14
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20 Tough Guestions

LETTER: March 10, 1995
Friends:

| recently received your mailing of
2-27-95. Apparently it is specifically
targeted to members of Worldwide.
[1] Who puts people in a church? [2]
Who takes them out? [3] What comes
from God? [4] What comes from
man? [5] Are people led or mislead?
[6] How do we know how and where
God works? [7] Can different organi-
zations declare that their brand of
truth is correct and all others are
wrong? [8] Can each cite scripture
that proves they are right and every
one else is wrong? [9] Can each cite
miracles, healings, blessings, circum-
stances and happenings that prove
“their” truth is correct? [10] Can the
Bible be used to prove that two oppo-
site opinions are correct? [11] Can
men pour their heart out to God in
earnest and humble prayer and study
and then end up with the wrong
“truth”? [12] Is simplicity in Christ so
complicated that men cannot under-
stand or agree upon it? [13] Does
organized “religion” answer these
guestions? [14] Do men have to follow
the right organization to be saved?
[15] Where is God in all this mess?
[16] Are the answers to these ques-
tions clear as mud?

[17] How much consideration
should someone give to an anony-
mous mailing from an unknown orga-
nization that is ashamed to even sign
their name to what they have written?
[18] How did “Friends” get my name
and address? [19] Did they have per-
mission, legally and ethically to obtain
my name and address? [20] Or does
God wink at such things as long as it
is done in their opinion for His glory?

—P.C., Nebraska

us His holy spirit (Luke 11:13). He givegudged, or rewarded based on the orga-
us his word which shows the way ofization or teacher we follow.We are
Salvation (2Tim 3:15-17). strongly influenced by the company we

(4) We are required to repent and Hesep, but it is our own character by which
baptized to receive the holy spirit (Actsve will be judged. The man that came to
2:38). We are required to “live by everyhe wedding without a wedding garment
word of God” (Luke 4:4). (While we dowas in the right place (a “right” organiza-
not physically carry out the instructionsion?), but he was not personally ready
for animal sacrifices or stoning of adultertMatt 22:2-14). Many claiming His name
ers, we read and understand these thingidl not be accepted (Matt 7:21-23). On
to know the gravity of sin.) Most of thethe other hand, there are “a few names
scripture is about things we either need &ven in Sardis [a “bad organization?] who
know or need to do. We are required tmave not defiled their garments; and they
“overcome” the ways of this world (1Jrshall walk with Me in white, for they are
5:5, Rev 3:5, 21:7) worthy.” (Rev 3:4).

(5) People are both led and misled. (8) A favorite tactic of many groups
You can find examples of good and bagspecially tiny ones) is to show how they
leaders from Genesis to Revelation. Yegnderstand one doctrine correctly and
there are false leaders apparently “in th®w others teach a Satanic counterfeit.
Church” (2Cor 11:13-14, Gal 1:6-9Some groups go on to declare all others as
2Thes 3:6, 1Tim 4:1-3, 6:3-5, 1Jn 4:1-3jnactive,” “dead,” “Laodicean,” or
2Jn 7-11, 3Jn 9-11, Jude 5-19). TH&atanic” churches. If we can learn any
Ephesian congregation was praised ft@sson from Revelation 2 and 3, it is this:
finding their false apostles to be liars congregation can have error, and still
(Rev 2:2), the Pergamos church was critbe used of the Eternal; but “to him [an
cized for putting up with those that taughndividual] who overcomes | will grant
the doctrine of Balaam (Rev 2:14). Gootb sit with Me on My throne, as | also
leaders can be a great help to the peop@ercame and sat down with My
but we are individually responsible foFather on His throne” (Rev 3:21). |
what we do (2Cor 1:22). have never seeany “Church history”

(6) The Eternal works in many differthat shows a group of people that have
ent ways, with great power and manyad the same doctrines for nearly 2000
people (Ex 3-20), to a “small voice” angears. While we should all strive to
with only one man (so he thought) (1Kngnderstand and obey the scriptures, | can-
19). There is one common thread: theot find where 100% doctrinal correct-
Messiah said his followers would “beaness is the sign of His people.
much fruit” (John 15:1-8). These fruits (9) Miracles were certainly a sign of
may take on the form of personal charaour Savior's ministry (John 3:2). Yet, the
ter improvement (Gal 5:22-23), service tgreat ministry of John had no miracles
others (Rom 15:25-28), praise to th@lohn 10:41). The Messiah said his fol-
Eternal (Heb 13;15), or teaching the trutlowers would have miracles (Mark 16:17-
to others (Rom1;13). Even if a tree haX0), but false prophets will do the same
stopped bearing fruit, the Master magMatt 24:24). Miracles show that a power-
“dig” and “dung” it, then give it someful spirit is at work, but they should never
time to begin bearing again (Luke 13:@e used to “prove” that doctrine is correct:
9). In short, you cannot easily tell wher#lf there arises among you a prophet or a
the Eternal is beginning to work, wherdreamer of dreams, and he gives you a

RESPONSE: Congratulations on writ- he is working, and where he has stoppsin or a wonder, and that sign or the won-

ing our most inquisitive letter to date. Wevorking. Our purpose should not simplger of which he spoke to you comes to
feel your questions are good and they abe to find where the Eternal is workingass, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods
on the minds of many people at this timeand “hang around” there, but we shoulthich you have not known, and let us
(1) “But now God has set the memmake sure that we are personally bearisgrve them,” you shall not listen to the
bers, each one of them, in the body just fmit and look for the place where we cawords of that prophet or that dreamer of
He pleased” (1Cor 12:18). The Church imost effectively serve. dreams, for the Lord your God is testing
the “body of Christ” (1Cor 12:27, Col (7) It is easy to find an organizatioryou to know whether you love the Lord
1:18,24). that declares its brand of truth correct arydur God with all your heart and with all
(2) Our Father has promised to finishll the others wrong. This becomes trulyour soul” (Deut 13:1-3).
the work he began in us (Phil 1:3, HeBmazing when you find such statements (10) | have seen long papers showing
13:5). No man can separate us from oare made without any attempt to undefrom the scriptures that the Israelites
Savior (Rom 8:35-39). If we willfully sin, stand the beliefs of “all the others.” Hovkilled the passover lamb at the beginning
we can loose eternal life (Heb 10:26) can you know that no one else believes the 14th of Nisan and other equally
(3) Our Father gave us his Son asvehat you believe? can find no scrip- long scripture-filled papers showing it
sacrifice for sins (John 3:16) and He givasre that states we will be saved, Continued on next page
April 1995 Page 15
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was at the end of the 14th. Obviously, trend it will be given you; seek, and yolievites available at that time. Whenever
lambs were only killed at one time. Somwill find; knock, and it will be opened towe can follow His law, we should!
(or possibly all) of these papers are usingu. For everyone who asks receives, and Thank you again for your very good
the Bible incorrectly. On the other hand,he who seeks finds, and to him whquestions! May the Eternal bless you as
have seen many expositions of the “sevé&nocks it will be opened” (Matt 7:7-8). you continue to study His word.
churches” in Revelation 2 and 3. The (16) The answers may not be as clear —Norman S. Edwards
prophecy of Elijah in Malachi 4:5-6 givesas we would like them to be, but they are
no hint of two fulfillments, but theas clear as they need to be. It seems easi-
Messiah said Elijah “is coming” and “hagr for us if all we have to do is attend and 10 i
come” (Matt 17:11-13). With prophecysupport the one “right” organization. It is Aﬂts 1510 What 15 the
parables, and some other lessons, mubi-little more scary when we realize that ” f "
ple fulfilments or multiple correct expla-we will be judged by whate know and Heavy Load o YOke !
nations are possible. what we do with it. LETTER: March 13, 1995
(11) Daniel fasted and prayed as most (17) We were not ashamed of oufo: Friends of the Brethren,
of us never have (Dan 10:1-3). After heames: we freely gave them out to any A friend passed on a copy of your
was given the truth, he was told that hbat asked. We did not put any names ogcent mailing. It was interesting but a
would not be able to understand it (Daour letter because we hoped our reademsjor question exists relating to Acts
12:8-9). Paul initially spoke as though thevould look at the scriptures to see £5:10 when it came to ‘shooting down
Messiah would return in his lifetimethese things were so, not make a judgfhe old law is done away with theory'.
(1Thes 4:17), but later realized he woulshent based on their opinion of thé don't think this is talking about cir-
die (2Tim 4:6). Herbert Armstrong keptwuthors, whether it be good or bad. cumcision. | would really appreciate
Pentecost by three different methods (18)Friends of the Brethrenollected your input by fax as to just what was
(Sivan 6, Monday, Sunday) with apparemames and addresses from a great mahis ‘heavy load’ that was being put
sincerity each time he looked into it. Theources. We cannot be certain how vexound the necks of the ‘non-Jewish
holy spirit will lead us into all truth (Jnobtained yours. brothers’.
16:13), but there is no promise of exactly (19) We do not know the original Thanks in advance for your help.
when. We are responsible to seek trufiources of every name and address that A friend,
(Matt 6:33), but we are only minimallycame to us. We know of no laws that were —J.H., California
accountable for truth we have not bedoken in the process. As far as ethical ResPonse: | am aware of the frequent
given (Luke 12:48). guestions are concerned, there may bemparison between the “yoke” men-
(12) The simplicity of Christ can beconflicts between corporate ethics artibned ion Acts 15:10 and the yoke men-
summed up in the two commands to lovgiblical ethics. The most important thindioned in Matt 11:29-30. The yoke of the
the Eternal with our whole heart and lov® realize is that those that take it updaw (meaning the Old Testament) is termed
our neighbor as ourself (Matt 22:36-40themselves to teach others will receivenbearable and replaced with a new yoke
Yet we are commanded to live by “everynuch greater judgment (Jms 3:1, Maftom Christ. This comparison might have
word of God” (Matt 4:4). The Eternal had.8:6). The writing of our first letter camevalidity in the sense that many Jewish
big plans for the future (Ezekiel 40-48after much prayer and fasting. | am fdeaders thought they had eternal life simply
Rev 21-22). You do not want to hire anore concerned about the fate of othby adhering to the scriptures (John 5:39-
builder that knows only the two fundateachers (with corporate mailing lists at0). Since they could not keep the law per-
mental principles of building. their fingertips) that are supporting dodectly, this was an unworkable (and
(13) When organized religions growirines that they know or at least shouldnbearable) attempt to obtain salvation.
large, there is a temptation to become pkinow to be in error. However, if we attempt to understand
marily concerned with the number of peo- [20] Does the Eternal allow his owrthese scriptures from a Jewish perspective
ple and the amount of money coming tew to be bypassed for a good purposéhe conference was composed of Jews
the organization. Like people, some org&ometimes! When Israel was sinning blking about Jewish issues), then the
nizations resist the temptation, some suadulterous relationships with  theneaning becomes very clear. Acts 15:1
cumb. Some organizations will attempt tMidianites, Phinehas, the son of the higdtates the problem: “And certain men
answer these questions, and others g@mgest killed a guilty man and woman focame down from Judea and taught the
convinced they have most of the truth arbing this (Num 25:6-13). The lawbrethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised
there is no real need to answer this kind mfquired that two or three witnesses be pr&ecording to the custom of Moses, you
question. sent to put anyone to death (Deut 17:6-Bannot be saved.” The issue here is not
(14) We can find no scripture requirThe Eternal did not condemn him for higist circumcision, but how the circumci-
ing adherence to a specific organizatiareal, but promised the priesthood woukion is performed. Many Middle-eastern
or teacher for salvation. (See point 7stay in his lineage forever. Similarlypeople are circumcised, but only Jews are
Rather we find Paul's admonition not t®avid was allowed to eat the showbreadrcumcised “according to the custom of
create factions following different teachwhen none other was available (1SaMoses.” The Bible says very little about
ers (1Cor 1: 11-13,3:1-21). 21:6). On the other hand, Uzzah reachédw to perform a circumcision. The refer-
(15) Where is God? “I, the Lord,up to steady the ark of God while it was oences here to the “custom of Moses” and
search the heart, | test the mind, Even &ocart, and he died (2Sam 6:1-11). Why@ the “law of Moses” in verse five
give every man according to his waydje should have known from Numbergiclude both the “written law” (the
and according to the fruit of his doings3:30-31, 7:8-9 that the ark was to be bottebrew Scriptures) and the “oral law.”
(Jer 17:10). He is there to see what vam the Kohathite’s shoulders and specifi- According to Jewish history and tradi-
will do, but he is also there to help: “Askeally not to be put on a cart. There wet#on, the “oral law” are those instructions
Pgelelmmmmmaunninmrnon——17i —/ i nionnn o o0-—--——————— April 1995
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given by the Eternal to Moses that werdo not get the point of what you are
not written down. Also, when new situatrying to say to us. | agree with you
tions arose, elders made decisions atitht the Law is still in force and with
added them to this body of oral lawnost of the points that you make that reference to “from the bottom up” is only
which was finally written down late in theare based on the Holy Bible. accurate as far as the initial recommenda-
second century AD and known as the REsPoNse: A number of people thattions. Since the Bible says both the people
Mishna. The Mishnacontains quite a bitread our letter asked the same questiofBeut 1:13) and Moses (Ex 18:25) chose
of information about the exact method diWhat is the point?” “What do you wantthem, both must have been involved in the
circumcision. It also contains an incredime to do?” Our purpose was primarily tprocess. It seems probable that the people
ble amount of additional do’s and don’thelp people look to the Eternal and reakade recommendations and then Moses
not found in the Bible (it is over half théze that He has his Church and there di&d the final choosing. The entire govern-
size of the Bible). Most of these things angork for us to do regardless of whictment was not “from the bottom up.”
not contrary to the Bible, and many senehurch groups may come and go—we akdoses was not responsible to some coun-
as a reminder of some righteous principleesponsible for working out our own saleil of people, he was given his job from
However, many are very tedious. Theation. We do not have any prepackagdide Eternal and was responsible to Him to
Scribes and Pharisees added many mdéoemula (i.e. we don't say: contribute odo it (Ex 3:10,17-18). The people were
traditions in their day, some of them corattend with us and you will be “saved” oresponsible for obeying Moses and the
trary to the written law. The Messiatigo to a place of safety”). Since yoyudges as long as they were within the law.
admonished them for their hypocrisy andlready understand these concepts, much While the expression “bottom-up gov-
bad traditions in Matt 15 and 23. Thegf our letter was not “news” to you. ernment” is inaccurate, Moses was not
must have listened a little bit since some LETTER: | also agree with you that instituting a classical “top-down govern-
of the bad traditions mentioned in theve do work out our own salvation. As ment” either. The people still had access to
Gospels had been discarded by the time read in Ezekiel 14:20, “Though Moses (Deut 1:17). In a classical top-down
the Mishnawas written.. Noah, Daniel and Job were in it, as | government, the leader appoints his top
The Jewish word commonly used foiive, saith the Lord God, they shall managers, who appoint middle managers,
circumcision isbrit-milah, which means deliver neither son nor daughter, they who appoint lower managers, who manage
“circumcision covenant.” The act of ahall but deliver their own souls by people that have no voice and must “obey
Mosaic circumcision was a covenant ttheir righteousness.” And | also agree or else.” No authority was given to the
keep the whole law—Dboth oral and writtethat for many people, myself included, “middle” leaders to replace the local lead-
(Gal 5:3). This is indeed a burden that neire have put too much emphasis on ers with their own friends. The Eternal
ther “our fathers nor we were able to beardh organization in the past. gave his people a system where there was
The issue at this conference is: “should Before | start to criticize your paper, enough authority to accomplish His pur-
Gentiles be circumcised according to tHet me just say that | agree with 95% of poses, but not so much that His people
Oral law and take on all of those tradiwhat you have written and believe that would have to suffer under the all-to-fre-

up,” but a case of authority from the top
down. Also, read Exodus 18:25.
REsPoNsE: We made a mistake! Our

tions? (i.e., Should they become Jewsur intent is good, but since | am not
The same issue occurred again in Adistally clear on what your intent is, | will
21:21 where Paul was accused of teachireserve judgment on that subject until
“...all the Jews who are among the Gentileslater date. Certainly, these are trying
to forsake Moses, saying that they ougtimes for all Christians, and we cannot
not to circumcise their children nor to walkead anything with the childlike mind
according to the customs.” Again, we amat we used to.
dealing with the oral law of Moses and My first major criticism is the exam-
customs, not the written word of thele you use of Moses to demonstrate
Eternal. All we need to do is see what Pagbvernment from the “bottom up.” In
said later in Acts 24:14: “But this | confes®euteronomy 1:13 we read (your
to you, that according to the Way whiclexample), “Take you wise men, and
they call a sect, so | worship the God of mynderstanding, and known among
fathers, believing all things which areour tribes, and | will make them rulers
written in the Law and in the Prophets.” over you.” The top made them the
Paul did not think the law was “doneulers, not the bottom. Also, in verse 14
away,” neither do we! we read, “So I took the chief of your
—Norman S. Edwardstribes, wise men and known, and made
them heads over you,...” This demon-
strates government from the top down.
Also, note verse 16, “And I charged

quently-occurring corrupt leader.
LETTER: My second major prob-
lem with your paper is one that you
admit to be a problem yourself or at
least a statement of fact. | quote from
page 3, “before modern transportation
and communication, regular fellow-
ship was possible only at a local level,
cassette tape and booklet programs
were not invented yet.” You need to
get out of the first and second cen-
turies and join the real world. Since
these things do exist and are here for
man to use, not just for the church, |
think that we as a church (notice | use
the term “church” and not a leader or
a group name) should use these as a
means of getting the Gospel to the
world as a witness. Don’t you think we
should? Your letter made it seem like
these things were somehow bad.

96% of Letter 0.K., hut
No “Bottom Up” Government

LETTER: March 15, 1995
Dear Friends of the Brethren,

| received your letter and have
read it from one end to the other. It is
a very good letter overall, but | really

April 1995

Response: We should use whatever
means our Father makes available to
preach the Gospel. It can be done with
10,000 people all helping one spirit-filled
man so his voice can be transmitted elec-
tronically all over the country. It can also
be done with 10 people each helping 1000

Continued on next page
Page 17

your judges at that time,..” Finally,
notice verse 18, “And I commanded
you at that time all the things which you
should do.” What the children of Israel
did was to just recommend people for
a job, they had no authority to select
people to do the job. It is clearly not a
case of government from the “bottom
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spirit-filled men so their voices can b@eople in the Bible, | just quoted one to
heard locally in 1000 different placesmake a point. | was glad to send Mr.
Both approaches or other approaches canmstrong to world leaders and via
be used. Any one of these methods riadio and television to the world. | hope
probably superior to doing nothing at allthat there is another man who rises up
| think it is a mistake to say that thehat | can, and will, support to preach
only way the Gospel can reach the worltie Gospel. Just because one man mis-
is through one specific programuses the responsibility is no reason in
Especially when we have evidence suchy mind to say that we should not use
as the over 120,000 current members tiat method anymore.
the Churches of God 7th Day. It appears RESPONSE:

persecutions recorded in Acts, and the
lessons of the 1979 church receivership pro-
vide strong evidence that the Church will

not be primarily one central corporation at

the time of the end. It would be very easy
for the national government to stop the
work of a single organization. (The only

reasons the California Attorney General did
not succeed in this was because critical
business activities were moved outside his

| agree with your Bible jurisdiction to Arizona.) Right now, we are

that the “tortoise” has overtaken thenderstanding about “sending” a servant telatively free of persecution. “... the night is
“hare.” While Herbert Armstrong startedthers. | feel every converted person showtdming when no one can work” (John 9:4).

a fast growing work with a huge medide involved in either “sending” or “going.”
budget, its over-dependence on centidélthe holy spirit shows you through your

—Norman S. Edwards

leadership has caused it to dwindle, nostudy and prayer that you should be send-
being smaller than the 7th Day churchédssg a man to speak via radio and TV, then | Bl3j ind
which grew primarily by word-of-mouththink you should do it. But | see nothing Eh]ah work Yet to Begm'

and a much smaller publishing effort.

less righteous in being one of 10 peoplETTER:

March 22,1995

LertER: Finally, | would like to state
that your letter gave me the impression
that organized religion is of itself bad.
An organization is nothing more than a
tool to use to get a job done. If men
misuse the organization, it makes them
bad, not the organizational structure.
After all, individually we could not have
done what was done through God's
servant, Mr. Armstrong (I am assuming
you know who he was and what he did,
because | do not find him mentioned in
your letter). Mr. Armstrong certainly
used an organization to complete a
very important part of the work of God,
and | can only hope that another man
will rise to the occasion.

sending a man to speak at a local publear Friends of the Brethren,

Bible lecture with 30 people attending, Thank you for a lot of scriptural
When Herbert Armstrong began, he did tireminders in your letter to me. | don't
same thing. Today, there are thousandshmflieve for one moment that specifical-
men with the holy spirit, the understandinly the Sabbath command is “Old

and the ability to go and teach.

In conclusion let me say this: Your
message is right in the things that it
says about us working out our own sal-
vation and not depending on a man or
organization to get us into the kingdom.
All organizations can be good or bad
as far as how they are used and it is up
to the individual to look into the Bible to
determine if he should support that
organization in the job that it is doing.
And yes, | believe that a person can be

Covenant rules.” If this is the case then
so are the other nine commands, but
no minister of the Worldwide Church of
God is going to get up and say we can
commit adultery, lie, steal, etc.
However, it is surprising how some see
a difference between the Sabbath and
the other commands of the TEN.

As the Bible says, unlike most in soci-
ety who are not chosen we are “without
excuse.” | feel there are more days
ahead that Worldwide Church of God will

REspPonsg: | think it is a mistake to a good Christian even if he does not
say that Mr. Armstrong’s work could besupport any of them if the conditions
doneonly with the kind of organizationalare right, but at this time | believe that
structure he used. Nevertheless, | am tharikere are several groups that are doing
ful that the Eternal did work through it andt right, and a Christian has an obliga-
that | was able to learn much truth througfon to support the group/work that he
it. Unfortunately, people came to believbelieves to be doing God’s work. If he
(unbiblically) that there is only one truas not doing that then he is robbing God
church corporation, that “God only work®f tithes and offerings. To borrow some
through one man,” and that you are respomeaning from a scripture in Luke
sible to follow the “government of God"17:10, “So likewise ye, when ye shall
(your minister or superior) no matter whdtave done all those things which are
you may understand from the scripturesommanded you, say we are unprof-
These teachings are causing tens of thdtable servants: we have done that
sands of people to tolerate or whole-heawthich was our duty to do.” Is your letter
edly endorse the very doctrines which thgreaching that we are to be the unprof-
heard Herbert Armstrong and his succegable servant by doing only that which
sors preach against when they first becamsecommanded of us, or should we go
interested in his message. above and beyond to unite together to

LETTER: You see there are many of get the warning to the world as a wit-
us who want to be the ones that do the ness so that the end might come?
sending out. As Acts 17;10 shows, “And Sincerely,
the brethren immediately sent away
Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who
coming thither went into the synagogue
of the Jews.” There are many examples
of people being sent by God or by other
Page 18

—L.K., Texas

see regarding God’s denial of blessings
because some leaders are straying from
His true Way. It is hard to understand
what has gotten into some people.

But the Elijah work may not have
even started yet. So this is something
to look forward to. If we remember
Elijah’s commission, he is to restore the
truth. | hope that God is merciful and
the Elijah work is still on the horizon.

Sometimes the answer is God hold-
ing up a mirror which tells us that WE
are the problem. We can either accept
or reject God’s response. At this point
in time some in the Church refuse to
accept that they could be in error.

Sincerely,

—M.G., Wisconsin
ResPoNsE  We appreciate your com-
ments. Most Americans never heard of
Herbert Armstrong and have no idea of the
prophesied events about to befall them.
Most other countries are even less

REesPonse: \We all need to be workinginformed. Others have contacted us and
wherever we can, and | see no great disdwbpe than an Elijah work may soon begin!
vantage to multiple organizations. Matthew
10:23, John 15:20, Matthew 24:9-10, the

—Norman S. Edwards

April 1995
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“You shall be judged.” from page 1 and will come and serve them..are physical or spiritual stripes is a
tains an excellent message for how Wdnerefore you also be ready, for the Seopic for another articleAnyone that
should live if we hope to be judgeadf Man is coming at an hour you do ndtas ever been beaten knows that it
favorably for what we do now. Theexpect™ (Luke 12:35-37,40). We are thurts—it is something to be avoided.
Messiah was addressing his disciplég a light to others, they should be abliewas our merciful saviour that felt so
as well as a huge group of people. The see our works. We are to be servingfrongly about this issue that he used
whole chapter is excellent readingloing the work until the end. Outhis graphic terminology. What catego-
but we will quote parts most relevantlessiah and the apostles endured lifig- of person are you and 1? Do we
to the topic of personal judgment. threatening events to preach the Gosgehow our master’s will or do we not?

“...Beware of the leaven of théwill they be satisfied if we tell themDo we have an understanding of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. Fdithe Church corporation that had th&ruth? Are we a living example of it?
there is nothing covered that will notnost money went astray, so we couldriio we know that it was through the
be revealed, nor hidden that will not bgreach the Gospel?” preaching of other men that we heard
known. Therefore whatever you have “Then Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, dahe Gospel? Can we prove that there are
spoken in the dark will be heard in thi¥ou speak this parable only to us, or o more to be called and chosen? What
light and what you have spoken in thall people?’ And the Lord said, ‘Whaare we doing about it?
ear in inner rooms will be proclaimedhen is that faithful and wise steward, “Do you suppose that | came to
on the housetops” (Luke 12;1-3) Wevhom his master will make ruler ovegive peace on earth? | tell you, not
should think of these verses whenevbis household, to give them their poat all, but rather division. For from
we say something like “what theyion of food in due season? Blessedm®w on five in one house will be
don’t know won'’t hurt them.” We arethat servant whom his master will findlivided: three against two, and two
responsible even when no one else doing when he comes. Truly, | say tmainst three. Father will be divided
knows that a problem is our fault.  you that he will make him ruler over alagainst son and son against father,

“And He said to His disciples,that he has™ (Luke 12:41-44). Petemother against daughter and daughter
‘Therefore | say to you, do not worryvondered who the Messiah was talkirggainst mother, mother-in-law against
about your life, what you will eat; noto here, just the disciples, or to everjrer daughter-in-law and daughter-in-
about the body, what you will put onone? The answer was He was talkinglew against her mother-in-law” (Luke
Life is more than food, and the bodwhoever it would be that was doing th&2;51-53). The context of these vers-
is more than clothing.... And do notvork—there is no emphasis on apostles is still the same as above: doing the
seek what you should eat or what ya@hip or some other rank, but on beingMaster’s will when he returns. We can
should drink, nor have an anxiouaithful servant. expect divisions among His servants,
mind. For all these things the nations “But if that servant says in hiseven among families. The Master is
of the world seek after, and youheart, ‘My master is delaying higudging His servants, he wants to
Father knows that you need thesmming,” and begins to beat th&now who is seeking him and who is
things. But seek the kingdom of Godnenservants and maidservants, andgoing along for the ride (1Cor 11:19).
and all these things shall be added ¢éat and drink and be drunk, the master
you” (Luke 12:22-23, 29-31). of that servant will come on a day Judge Ourselves Now

There is nothing wrong with materwhen he is not looking for him, and at “For if we would judge ourselves,
ial things—they are promised here asam hour when he is not aware, and wikle would not be judged. But when we
reward to the faithful. But do theseut him in two and appoint him hisare judged, we are chastened by the
things consume our lives? Are we comportion with the unbelievers” (LukelLord, that we may not be condemned
stantly talking about our quality of22:45-46). Some of us expected theith the world” (1Cor 11:31-32).
food, clothing, housing or entertainMessiah to return many years ago, but “But the day of the Lord will come
ment? Is our religion limited to a cerHe did not. Some “leaders” of thdike a thief, and then the heavens will
tain amount of prayer, study, and finafrethren are spending their energigass away with a loud noise, and the
cial contributions? Are we growingattacking their fellow servants. elements will be dissolved with fire,
personally and being a light to others? “And that servant who knew his and the earth and everything that is

“Let your waist be girded and youmaster’s will, and did not prepare done on it will be disclosed. Since all
lamps burning; and you yourselves b@mself or do according to his will, these things are to be dissolved in this
like men who wait for their mastershall be beaten with many stripes. way, what sort of persons ought you to
when he will return from the weddingBut he who did not know, yet commitbe in leading lives of holiness and
that when he comes and knocks thésd things worthy of stripes, shall b&odliness, waiting for and hastening
may open to him immediately. Blesseeaten with few. For everyone to whortine coming of the day of God, because
are those servants whom the masteruch is given, from him much will beof which the heavens will be set ablaze
when he comes, will find watchingrequired; and to whom much has beemd dissolved, and the elements will
Assuredly, | say to you that he will girccommitted, of him they will ask themelt with fire?” (2Pet 3:10-12.)
himself and have them sit down to eatjore” (Luke 12:47-48). Whether these —Norman S. Edwards, 3/1995
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“For with the judgment...” from page 1 things, but he who is weak eats onlysked to make judgments.
ural thing; “God is angry with thevegetables. Let no one who eats We are in training to become kings
wicked every day” (Ps 7:11). There idespise him who does not eat, and ktd priests and reign with the Messiah
a tendency to condemn others for thaio one who does not eat judge hiat his return (Rev 1:6, 5:10, 2Tim 2:12,
sin and a desire to expose it. Therewho eats; for God has received hinlPet 2:9). Micah 4:1-4 shows that the
also the less noble motivation of feelWho are you to judge another’s setaws and judgments will go forth from
ing we are better because others havant? To his own master he stands derusalem. “For all people walk each
sins that we do not have. Neverthelegalls. Indeed, he will be made to stanih the name of his god [Hebrew
the scriptures are clear, we are not tor God is able to make him stand.” Eloim—those saints that have over-
judge and condemn people when we We must realize that people are nhobme and have been changed to spirit],
are not asked to give a judgment. guided into all truth all at once. Th&ut we will walk in the name of the
“Judge not, and you shall not beriginal 12 apostles had to be told thdyord [HebrewYHWH our God forev-
judged. Condemn not, and you shall natere not ready for some truth. “| stiler and ever” (Mic 4:5). As opportunity
be condemned. Forgive, and you will deave many things to say to you, but yqermits, we must be learning to make
forgiven. Give and it will be given tocannot bear them now (John 16:12jghteous judgments based on the law
you: good measure, pressed dowmhis concept of learning truth a little gthe Hebrewtorah refers specifically
shaken together, and running over wil time is found elsewhere in the scripe the first five books, but more gener-
be put into your bosom. For with the ally refers to all scripture].
same measure that you use, it will% We must realize that The first half of | Corinthians 6

measured back to you” (Luke 6:37-3 . explains that brethren should judge
“Do not speak evil of one anothe| People are not guided | cases among themselves rather than
brethren. He who speaks evil of | into all fruth all at once. | go to civil courts. In ancient Israel, the
brother and judges his brother, speg ,, . people were commanded to choose
evil of the law, you are not a doer d 1 StIll NAVE MANY | judges that would judge righteously
the law but a judge. There is o "Iillgs to say to you (Deut 1:13, 16:18). These judges were
Lawgiver, who is able to save andri Il not a “police force” roaming around
destroy. Who are you to judge anot h“t you cannot hear looking for the sins of others, but ren-

er?” (Jms 4:11-12.) _ them NOW.” —John 14:12 | dered judgments when people came to
Although it may seem like an them (Ex 18:16, Deut 25:1). Also,
obvious point, it seems to be one of there were specific situations where

the most ignored. We should avoitures (Mark 4:33, 1Cor 3:1-2, Helpeople were specifically commanded
making any kind of judgment in ou5:11-14). We must not judge or despidge go to the judges (Deut 21:1-2, EX
own minds unless we have heard bopleople that are growing, but cannot y&i.:6,22, 22:9, et al.).
sides of the story. “The first one tdear all of the teaching that we can. As the Eternal is now dealing
plead his cause seems right, until his “But whoever causes one of thesgirectly with his converted people,
neighbor comes and examines hiniittle ones who believe in Me to sin, itather than through a civil government,
(Prov 18:17). “Does our law judgewvould be better for him if a millstoneMatthew 18:15-20 is the specific pro-
any man before it hears him andere hung around his neck, and ledure given for His people to make
knows what he is doing?” (John 7:51were drowned in the depth of the seflidgments. “Moreover if your brother
But what should we do when wéMatt 18:6). sins against you, go and tell him his
see a brother involved in a doctrinal If we believe someone else is sirfault between you and hialone.If he
error? If it is a leader trying to make using, we can reach out to help withoutears you, you have gained your broth-
believe something false, then we neg@adgment or trying to be righteous foer.” Each person with the Holy Spirit
to follow the principles outlined in thehim. “Brethren, if any man is overtakhas access to Divine guidance and the
last section of this article. But mosén in any trespass, you who are spirititernal’s law. We should be able to
troublesome incidents are fellow-menal restore such a one in a spirit of geresolve difficulties among ourselves.
bers doing things that we think thejleness, considering yourself lest yoimdeed, we are given a chance to judge
should not do. Our role is to gently helplso be tempted....But let each ormurselves.
(not condemn) if we can—being careexamine his own work, and then he However, there are tares (uncon-
ful thatwe do not sin (Gal 6:1). Whenwill have rejoicing in himself alone,verted) among the good seed (Matt
the holy spirit is present and errors asnd not in another. For each one shaB:30). Even those that are converted
not disastrous, Paul shows us that veear his own load” (Gal 6:1,4,5). are not yet perfect. There will be
can live in peace with our differences times when brethren cannot use the
in Romans 14:1-4: Judgments We Should Make Now |aw to resolve their differences. “But
“Receive one who is weak in the While the Bible teaches that wé he will not hear you, take with you
faith, but not to disputes over doubtfitdhould not take it upon ourselves tone or two more, that ‘by the mouth
things. For one believes he may eat f@lidge our brother, sometimes we ard two or three witnesses every word
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may be established” (Mat 18:16)scriptures indicate, we will be judged These scriptures say nothing about
These witnesses are people familiay the way we judge others. convicting, accusing, or attempting to
with the problem and are, as all peo- In case the question should arise, vgtop false teachers; they simply com-
ple, responsible for living by evershould not get involved judging thosenand us to note them and avoid them.
word of the Eternal (Deut 8:3)outside of the Church. When “one frorndeed, the Eternal uses false teachers
Hopefully, when faced with the testithe crowd” asked the Messiah to make test others (Deut 13:3). While we
mony of more than one, the person his brother divide his inheritance, Henust avoid their errant ways and
fault will see his error and repent of itdid not get involved. As we too welteach the truth to those that will hear
But if he does not, the Eternal dodsow, the civil process of judgment cait, we have not been called to pro-
not leave judgment in the hands of thake an incredible amount of time. Theounce judgment or condemnation
friends of one of the parties. Messiah had a message to preach angban them.

“And if he refuses to hear themmission to accomplish and he could not This concludes our study about
tell it to the church [Greekkklesid get involved in a task which belongepidging others. Remember, “For with
But if he refuses even to hear thi the civil government of that day. what judgment you judge, you will be
church, let him be to you like a hea- judged; and with the same measure
then and a tax collector” (Matt 18:17).Judging the Teachings of Leaders you use, it will be measured back to

The Greekekklesiameans assembly The scriptures tell us that we musiou” (Matt 7:2).

or “body of called-out ones.” It doesndividually judge whether or not

—Norman S. Edwards, 3/1995

not specifically mean “ministry,”teachers are teaching truth. One of - === - == " —~——=—~ -1

though it would include all baptizednost often quoted scriptures abol
leaders is 1 Corinthians 11:1, KJ\l
When a case is brought to hekle- “Be ye followers of me, even as | al
sia, it is a time for the members t@m of Christ.” Obviously, it is the jo
make a just judgment based on the lavf the member to determine whi
of the Eternal. As Deuteronomy 17:8eaders are “following Christ.” If it

members of the congregation.

WANTED: :
Basic Literature |
to Be Shared |

Many different groups and sor=1e

13 commanded the death penalty farere the job of the leader, we wouj individuals are making commeng-

those that would not heed the judgmebe  required to follow

everyl able efforts to preach the Gospel to

given by the highest courts, so th&hristian” leader. Numerous othdthe world. One of their greatdst

Messiah commands that a person beriptures show this principle:
cast out of the congregation if he will  You shall not listen to the words
not heed the judgment of his brethrenof that [false] prophet or that
This is serious business! “Assuredly, Idreamer of dreams, for the Lord
say to you, whatever you bind on earthyour God is testing you to know
will be bound in heaven, and whateverwhether you love the Lord your
you loose on earth will be loosed in God with all your heart and with all
heaven” (Matt 18:18). your soul (Deut 13:3).

How much of the congregation is  For there must also be factions
required to render a judgment? Everyamong you, that those who are
member? Will one wise man do? Theapproved may be recognized
next verses answer: “Again | say toamong you (1Cor 11:18).
you that if two of you agree on earth  But we command you, brethren,
concerning anything that they ask, itin the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
will be done for them by My Father in that you withdraw from every brother
heaven. For where two or three arevho walks disorderly and not
gathered together in My name, | amaccording to the tradition which he
there in the midst of them” (Mt 18:19- received from us (2Thes 3:6).

20). Two, preferably three members If anyone teaches otherwise and
in agreementare needed to render adoes not consent to wholesome
judgment. In major matters affecting words, even the words of our Lord
many people, the entire congregationJesus Christ, and to the doctrine
could be involved (Acts 15:22). which is according to godliness,...

When we are asked by our broth-who suppose that godliness is a
ers to judge an issue, we must take itneans of gain. From such withdraw
seriously. These judgments are pubyourself (1Tim 6:3,5).
lic—they will be known by others and ~ And you have tested those who
affect the lives of others. As the title say they are apostles and are not,
of this article and numerous otherand have found them liars (Rev 2:2).
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I heeds is a good set of basic literature
or a correspondence course to dive
Ito interested people that want  to
| Study more. Topics could inclugle
| the law, the Sabbath, God, Jegus,
| Satan, the nature of Man, the hply
I spirit, Bible study, baptism, salvh-
l'tion, prophecy, holidays, holydays,
Imarriage, family, clean meats, etc.

It makes more sense for many
j 9roups to share their efforts than jor
| €ach to write everything themselvgs.
| We hope to establish a body of sych
| literature that will bear the authol’s
I name and address in small print, &nd
I contain a large open space fol a
local group to stamp or print their
:own name and address. There will
jbe some doctrinal differences, |so
| not every group will use every piege
| of literature, but most of them cn
I use most of it. |
I If you are interested in Writinlig
I'such literature, or making existihg
IIiterature available, please contact
us at address on page 2. Friendg of
| the Brethren can do the layout gnd
I printing for you if necessary. |
- -



We want to send this newsletter only to people that want it! If you are not interested, please send
us a postcard or give us a call: 501-872-1003, fax: 501-872-1004, eMail: 75260.1603@Compuserve.com

Lite ratu re LiSt The Apple of God’s Eyeby Jim Rector, 13 pages. God’s
love for us is far greater than we imagine and we often

Friends of the Brethreis in the process of making a wide take it for granted.

range of literature available from a variety of sources. Wssembling on the Sabbathby Norman Edwards, 12

have already had dozens of items submitted to us which wepages. An exposition of the scriptures regarding our

have not yet been able to read and arrange for publication. Ouneed to fellowship on the Sabbath and how to do it.

list for the next issue should be much longer. A Call to Arms by Jim Rector, 16 pages. Valuable lessons
We would like to classify this literature as “basic” and e can leartior todayfrom Revelation 2 and 3.

“mature.” Basic literature is intended to teach the truth torriends of the Brethren Statement of Income and

new people and should _not contair_1 references to,cu”e”tExpensesz pages. (Automatically sent to contributors)
church problems and traditions of which the reader might Rt . oot of the Matter by Jim Rector, 31 pages. Our

be aware. There are too many cases of new people giving up. .~ - gy _
on our present day organizations because those organizationgaIIIng is to spiritual growth, not just attendance,

seemed far more interested in dealing with their own problemssoc'al'z'nﬁ’ polltene;ss or Iegallhsm. h
than in teaching basic scriptural trutdature literature is HOW Does the Eternal Govern Through Humansdy

for the converted and those with a bac-ground of church atten-NOorman Edwards, 34 pages. An analysis of leadership
dance. We accept literature that does not attack individualsin the Bible and how it can be applied today.

and organizations, does not hold up one group as superiof i@ Worldwide Church of God Splits: Their Triumphs

all others, and contains no obvious Biblical or logical errors. and Troublesby Alan Ruth, 56 pages. Facts and analy-
Please write or call about your ideas. sis of the last 20 years of church history.

Please do find ... a way to bind ... if you don’t mind.

In order to reduce the cost of envelopes and postage, we have attached these loose-leaf pages with a sticker.
Please remove the sticker and use the binding of your choice: 3-ring binder, staples, brads or a paper clip. Our
goal is to bring worthwhile information to as many people as want it at the lowest practical cost. If your issue is
damaged in the mail, please let us know. We hope to improve the paper and print quality at some time in the future.

April 1995
Friends of the Brethren
PO Box 6516
Springdale, AR 72766-6516
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This may be your
only issue...

...unless you ask for more.

If you would like to continue receiving
Servants’ News (it's free) please send a
postcard or give us a call: 501-872-1003.




